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^  The  livrcs  in  the  following  work  have  been 
reduced  to  fterling  at  the  rate  of  ten-pence 
halfpenny  per  livre.  In  the  courfe  of  this  ope- 
ratbn  the  tranflator  found  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  author  valued  them  at  a  different 
rate,  and  upon  trial,  in  fome  inftances,  the 
value  came  out  at  the  rate  of  ten-pence  two* 
thirds  of  a  penny.  Poffibly  this  may  have 
been  the  author's  ftandard ;  but.  as  that  cir- 
cumftance  could  not  be  afcertained  through- 

,  out,  without  the  identical  authorities  ufed  by 
the  author,  and  as  the  work  was  already  far 
advanced,  the  tranflator  did  not  make  any- 
change  in  his  calculations,  for  which  he  hopes 
to  meet  with  the  reader's  indulgence. 
There  is  another  more  obvious  inaccuracy, 

•  which  is,  that  in  feveral  inftances  where  fums 
are  to  be  added  together,  the  total  will  liot  be 
found  to  anfwer  :  but  for  this  the  tranflator  is- 
not  accountable,  as  he  has  uniforrnly  reduced 
.the  fums  in  the  original  at  the  rate  abovcTmen^ 
^oned. 
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_  O  event  has  been  fo  interefting  to  mankind  in  ge- 
neral^ and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  in  particular,  as 
the  difcovery  of  the  new  world,  and  the  palTage  to  Ip- 
cfia  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     It  gave  rife  to  a  revo- 
lution in  the  commerce,  and  in  the  power  of  nations ; 
and  in  the  manners,  indudry,  and  government  of  the 
world  in  general.     At  this  j^riod  new  connexions  were 
formed  by  the  ihoft  diftant  regions,  for  the  fupply  of 
wants  they  had  never  before  experienced.    The  produc- 
cions  of  climates  (ituated  near  the  equator,  were  con- 
fumed  in  countries  bordering  on  the  pole  ;  the  induftry 
of  the  north  was  tranfplanted  to  the  fo.uih  ;  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  weft,  were  cloathed  with  the  manufac- 
Vol!  I.  B  >  iure« 


The  difco- 
verics, 
warsy  and 
conquelU 

ofthePor- 
tuguefe  ia 
the  Baft 

Indies. 
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BOOK  turesoftheeaft :  agcfieriil  intercourfe  of  opinions^  laws 
and  cuftomsi  difeafes  and  remedies,  virtues  and  vices^ 
was  f  (labliflHKi  thro^ighout  ti\e  worlcj. 

Evert  thing  has  changed,  and  muft  change  again. 
But  it  is  a  queftion,  >rhjQther  thji^  revolutions  that  are 
pafled,  or  thofe  which  muft  hereafter  take  place,  have 
Ue^Qx  or  c^n  t>e  pf  ^^y  ptllity  19  the  h|]fi)j|n  raqe  f  Will 
tbey  ever  add  to  the  tranquility,  the  happinefs,  and  the 
pleafures  of  mankind  i  Can  they  improve  our  prefent 
(late,  or  do  they  only  change  it? 

Ths  Europeans  haue  founded  coloiues  b  all  parts, 
but  are  they  acquainted  with  the  principles  on  which 
they  ought  to  beeftabliihad?  They  have  indeed  en- 
couraged mutual  commerce^  and  promoted  agriculture 
and  induftry.  The  commerce  is  transferred  from  one 
people  to  another.  [Can  we  not  difcover  by  what  means 
and  in  what  fituarions  ihk  bM  W«ii  «fieAed  }  Binee  A- 
merica,  and  the  paflage  by  the  Cape  has  been  known, 
fome  nations  that  wer^  of  np  c^Qfeqyence  are  become 
powerful :  others,  that  were  the  terror  of  Europe  have 
loft  their  authority.  How  has  the  condition  oCithefe 
feveral  people  been  affeAed  by  thefe  difcoveries  ?  How 
comes  it  to  pafs  that  thofe  to  whonri  nature  has  b^p 
moft  liberal,  are  not  always  the  richeft  and  moft  floufu 
iftiing  ?  To  throw  fome  light  on  thefe  important  quef- 
lions,  we  muft  take  a  view  of  the  Sate  of  Eufop^  before 
thefe  difcoveries  were  made,  we  muft  trace  circumftan* 
tially  the  events  they  have  given  rife  to,  and  concl^de 
with  examining  it,  as  it  prefents  itfelf  a(  this  day. 

The  commercial  ftates  have  civilized  all  othw-  The 
Phoenicians,  whofe  extent  of  country  and  influence  were 
extremely  limited,  by  their  genius  for  naval  enterprixes, 
acquired  an  importance  which  ranked  them  foremof^ 
in  the  hiftory  of  ancient  nations^ 

They  are  mentioned  by  writers  of  every  fclafs.  They 
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were  known  to  the  moft  diftaot  climate,  and  their  faoK  BOOK 
has  been  tranfmitted  to  focceeding  ages,  ^  ^' 

Situ  ated  on  a  barren  coaft^  feparated  frona the  con- 
tuie9tby  the  Mediterranean  on  onefide,  and  the  nioun- 
tains  of  Libaous  on  the  other ;  they  feem  to  have  been 
deftined  by  nature  for  the  dominion  of  the  fea^    Filb- 
ing  tanght  them  the  art  of  navigation,  and  fumiflied 
thena  with  the  purpk  dye  which  they  eztraded  from 
the  mtirex  :  at  the  fame  time  the  f«a-fand  led  them  to 
iSfcover  the  fecrfet  of  making  glaf$.    Happy  in  enjoying 
fo  few  0alara] .  ad  vantages^  for  the  want  of  thefe  awa- 
kened that  fpirit  of  invention  and  induftry^  which  is  the 
parent  of  arts,  and  opulence  I 

It  muft  be  confeiled^  that  the  fituation  of  the  Phoe- 
nicians was  admirably  adapted  to  extend  their  com* 
merce  to  every  part  of  the  worid«    By  inbabitingj  as  it 
were,  the  confines  of  Africa,  Afia,  and  Europe,  if  they 
could  not  unite  the 'Inhabitants  of  the  globe  in  one  com- 
xnon^tereft,  they  at  leaft  had  itin  their  power,  by  a 
commercial  intercourfe,  to  communicate  to  every  nation 
the  enjoyments  of  all  climates.    But  the  ancients,  who, 
thoiigh  they  have  taught  the  moderns  much  ufeful 
knowledge,  have  often  been  excelled  by  theib,  had  not 
fofficiem  means  to  enable  them  to  eftablifli  an  univerfal 
comiTKtce,    The  Phoenicians  had  no  (hipping  except 
galliiss  ;  tb^  only  carried  on  a*  coafting  trade,  and  their 
fBiliog  was  conSacd  to  the  Mediterranean.  Though  this 
flate  was  the  model  upon  which  other  maritime  pow- 
era  were  formed,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  determine  what 
they  have  done^  as  what  they  might  have  done.    We 
may  form  a.  conjeOure  of  their  population  by  their  colo- 
nies.   It  is  faid  that  their  numbers  extended  along  the 
borders  of  the  Mediterranean,  particularly  on  the  coafts 

pf  Afirica. 
Tyrr  or  Sidon,  the  queen  of  the  ocean,  gave  birth  to 

B  2  Carthage. 
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BOOK  Carthage.  White  the  opulence  of  Tyre  invited  tyrarila 
to  rivet  its  fetters,  Carthage,  the  offspring  of  Tyre,  not- 
withftanding  its  riches,  had  this  happy  advantage  over 
the  parent  (late,  that  it  enjoyed  its  liberty.  It  conr- 
manded  the  coafts  q{  Africa,  and  had  pofleiEon  of  Spain> 
"which  was  even  then  the  richeft  country  in  Europe,  and 
famous  for  its  own  gold  and  filver  mines,  though  def- 
tined  at  the  expence  of  fo  much  blood(hed,  to  acquire 
others  in  the  new  world. 

Had  the  Roman  power  never  exifted,  Carthage  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  nothing  more  than  a  com« 
mercial  ftate ;  but  the  ambition  of  one  nation  excited 
all  the  reft  to  relinquifti  the  arts  of  commerce  for  thofe 
of  war,  and  either  to  conquer  or  to  perifli.  Carthage, 
after  a  long  and  glorious  conteft  for  the  empire  of  the 
world,  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  all-fubduing  genius 
of  Rome.  The  fubverfion  of  a  republic,  which  glo<^ 
ried  in  their  induftry,  and  owed  their  power  to  their 
(kill  in  ufeful  arts,  was>  perhaps,  a  misfortune  to  Eu- 
rope, and  to  the  world  in  general. 

Greece,  interfered  on  all  (ides  by  feas,  muft  necef*^ 
farily  flouri(h  by  commerce.  Its  fituation  in  the  ^ch- 
ipelago,  and  its  diftance  from  any  large  continent,  feem- 
ed  to  make  it  unlikely  that  it  (hould  either  conquer  or  be 
conquered.  Situated  between  Afia  and  Europe,  it  con- 
tributed to  civilize  both  the  one  and  the  other,  and  en- 
joyed a  deferved  (hare  of  profperity,  as  the  reward  of  its 
fervices.  As  almoft  all  the  Greeks  came  either  from 
Egypt  or  Phoenicia,  they  brought  along  with  them  the 
knowledge  and  induftry  of  thofe  countries;  but  of  all 
the  A(iatic  colonies,  thofe  were  thilmoft  fIouri(hiDg  and 
happy,which  had  a  turn  for  commerce. 

Athens  (employed  her  (irft  (hips  either  in  trafficking 
in  Afia,  or  in  planting  as  many  colonies  as  Greece  in  her 
infancy  might  have  received  from  thence:  but  thefe 

emi- 
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emigrations  involved  them  in  wars.  The  Periians,  liv-  BOOK 
ing  under  an  arbitrary  government,  would  not  even  fuf- 
fer  any  free  people  to  fettle  on  the  confines  of  the  fea  ; 
and  the  Satraps  inculcated  into  the  great  king,  the  doc- 
trine of  univerfal  flavery.  This  was  the  fource  of  all 
the  wars  in  Aiia  Minor,  where  the  Athenians  found 
means  to  make  all  the  infular  and  maritime  dates  either 
their  allies  or  their  fubjefts.  Athens  enlarged  her  com- 
merce by  her  vidories,  and  her  power  by  her  com- 
merce. All  the  arts  made  their  appearance  in  Greece 
at  the  fame  time,  together  with  the  luxury  of  Afia. 

Commerce^  agriculture,  and  the  means  of  popula- 
tion, were  introduced  into  Sicily  by  the  Greeks  and  the 
Carthaginians.  Rome,  who  beheld  their  progrefs  with 
a  jealous  eye,  made  itfelfmafter  of  an  ifland  which  fup*- 
plied  Sicily ;  and  having  driven  out  the  two  nations  that 
contended  for  the  fovereignty  of  it,  attacked  firft  one^ 
and  then  the  other.  From  the  moment  that  Carthage 
was  deftroyed,  Greece  trembled  for  her  fate.  But  it 
was  Alexander  who  marked  the  way  for  the  Romans ; 
nor  was  it  pofliblej  perhaps,  that  the  Greeks  could  have 
htjfa  fubdued  by  a  foreign  power,  if  they  had  not  firft 
conquered  each  othen  Commerce  is  finally  deftroyed 
by  the  riches  it  accumulates,  as  power  is  by  its  own  con- 
quefts ;  and  when  the  commerce  of  the  Greeks  had  fail-% 
ed  in  the  Mediterranean,  it  no  longer  fubfifted  in  any 
part  of  the  known  world. 

The  Greekf,  by  improving  upon  all  thefcicnces,and 
arts  they  had  received  from  the  Egyptians,  and  Tyrians, 
elevated  human  reafon  to  a  degree  of  perfedion,  which 
has  been  reduced  fo  low  by  the  fubfequent  revolutions 
of  empires^  that  in  all  probability  it  will  never  rife  a- 
gain  to  the  fame  ftandard.  Their  admirable  inftitutions 
were  fuperior  to  the  beft  we  have  at  this  day.  The 
plan  upon  which  they  founded  their  colonies  does  honour 
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fi  O  O  K  to  their  humanity.  As  all  the  arts  owed  to  them  their 
rife,  and  perfeftion,  thcfc  did  not  furvivc  the  fate  of 
their  proteQors :  It  is  evident  from  fome  works  of  Xeno- 
phon,  that  they  were  better  acquainted  with  the  princi- 
ples of  trade,  than  mod  modem  nations  are  at  prefent. 
If  we  confider  that  Europe  has  the  advantage  of  all 
the  knowledge  of  the  Greeks,  that  her  commerce  is  in- 
finitely more  extenfive,  that  fince  t^e  improvements  in 
navigation,  our  ideas  are  direded  to  greater,  and  more 
various  objeds;  it  is  a(loni(hing  that  we  (houid  not 
have  the  mod  palpable  fuperiority  over  them.  But  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  when  thefe  people  arrived  at  the 
Icnowledge  of  the  arts  and  of  trade,  they  were  juft  pro- 
duced as  it  were  froni  the  hands  of  nature,  and  had  all 
the  powers  neceflfary  to  improve  the  talents  Oie  had  gi- 
ven them  :  whereas  the  European  nations  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  retrained  by  laws,  by  government,  and  by 
an  exclufiveand  imperious  religion.  •  In  Greece  the  arts 
of  trade  met  with  men,  in  Europe  with  flaves.  When- 
ever the  abfurdities  of  our  inftitutions  have  been  point- 
ed out,  we  have  taken  pains  to  correS;  them,  without 
ever  daring  totally  to  overthrow  the  edifice.  We  have 
remedied  fome  abufes,  by  introducing  others  ;  and,  vti 
our  efforts  to  fuppori,  reform  and  palliate,  we  have 
adopted  more  contradi&ions  and  abfurdities  in  our  man- 
ners, than  are  to  be  found  among  the  moft  barbarous 
people.  For  this  reafon,  if  the  arts  fhould  ever  gain 
admiffion  among  the  Tartars,  and  Iroquois,  they  will 
niake  an  infinitely  more  rapid  progrefs  amon^  them, 
than  they  can  ever  do  in  Ruflia  and  Poland. 

The  Romans,  formed  for  conqueft,  though  tfcey 
dazzled  the  world  with  an  appearance  of  grandeur,  fell 
(hort  of  the  Greeks  in  their  improvemerttsin  philofophy, 
and  the  arts.  They  propipted  an  itttercourfe  between 
different  nations,  not  by  uniting  them  by  the  ties  of 

com- 
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commerce,  bot  bj  impofing  upon  rhem  the  fame  yoke  BOOK 

of  fubordination.  They  ravaged  the  globe,  which  when  , ^1 

reduced  to  fabjeQion,  they  left  in  a  date  rather  of  le« 
thargy  than  tranquillity.  Tbetr  defpotifm  and  military 
government  oppreffed  the  people,  extinguilhed  the  pow* 
CTs  of  genies,  and  degraded  the  human  face. 

CoNSTANTlNS    pafled  two  laws,  which   though 
Montefquien  has  not  ventured  to  reckon  them  among 
At  taufes  df  the  decknfion  of  the  empire,  threw  every 
fbin'g  info  ftill  greil^  diforder.     The  firft,  didated  by 
smpnidence  and  fanattictfm,  though  it  appeared  to  be 
the  ^tft6k  of  humanity,  affords  a  proof  that  great  inno- 
vations are  ofen  attended  with  great  danger;  and  that 
Ae  original  rights  of  irmnkind  canAot  always  be  made 
the  ftandftrd  of  government.    By  this  law,  all  flaves 
who  (hottkf  eifrbvKe  chriftianiiy,  were  allowed  their 
freedom.     Thti«*  while  thofe  who  had  hitherto  dragged 
on  a  pfecarious  exiftence,  were  re-inftated  in  their  pri- 
m\mt  rights,  the  ilate  was  weakened ;  becaufe  the  pro- 
prietor^ of  large  tftiS*  of  land  we^e  deprived  of  the 
niiihbei-  of  hacfds  nedeflary  for  their  improvement,  and 
for  fomc  time  reduced  to  the  f  xtremeft  indigence.    Oh 
the  other  h^nd,  the  new  converts,  having  no  property 
themfeke^,  or  any  certain  means  of  fubfiftcncc,  wtte 
not  in  1  eofidifidn  loiflift  the  (late,  in  repairing  the  in- 
jury it  hid  dorie  to  their  mafters.    It  is'equaHy  impoffi- 
hlethsit  they  fhould  have  any  attachmem  to  a  ftate  which 
did  n6t  aiFofd  them  ftfbfiilence^  of  to  a  religion,  Which 
rhe  irfcfiftibte  defire  of  Kbcrty  alone  induced  them  to 
embrace.    By  another  edift,  paganifm  was  prohibited 
tbroughowt  the  whole  empire,  and  thus  thefeextenfive 
dominions  were  inhabited  by  men,  whofe  attachment  fo 
each  other,  stnd  to  the  (late,  was  no  longer  fecured  by 
the  foleitm  fenfiionsoP  religion :  having  no  priefts,  no 
templesf  no  public  morals,  they  had  no  motives  to  excite 
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B  O  O  K  them  to  repel  an  enemy  who  (hould  attack  a  govern- 
ment with  which  they  were  no  longer  conneded. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  norths  therefore,  when  they 
fell  upon  the  empire,  found  every  thing  ready  to  favour 
their  invafion.     Harrafled  in  Poland  and  in  Germany^ 
by  fome  nations  who  had  migrated  from  great  Tartary, 
they  took  a  temporary  pofleflion  of  certain  provinces  al« 
ready  ruined,  till  they  were  expelled  by  fucceeding  con- 
querors of  a,  dill  more  ferocious  difpofition  than  them- 
feUes.     When  thefe  barbarians  determined  to  fettle  in 
the  regions  they  had  laid  wafte,  they  divided  countries 
which  the  Romans  had  formerly  united.     From  that 
mOmeqt,  all. communication  between  thofe  dates efta- 
bli(l\ed  by  accident,  peceffitjr  or  caprice,  was  at  an  end. 
.  The  fwarms  of  pirates  t^^l;  irifefted  the  feas,  together 
with  the  fier^re  difpofjtioaof  itbci^inh^abitants  of  the  fron- 
tiers, difcouraged  every  cotiiiediop.  that  ^mutual  conve- 
nience might  render  iieceffary.     The  OibjeSs  of  eacji 
(late,  however  fmall  in  extent,  werejfejpj^rated  from  eaoh 
.other  by  infurmountableobftacles«:t^4he  banditti  who 
iofefted  the  roads,  made  a  journey  of  fjmy  length,  a  dan- 
gerous expedition.     The  nation^;dfjEi|rope,  thus  plung- 
ed a  fecond  time  by  ilavery  ahdclefpair,  into  that  fta<e 
of  infenfibility  and  indolence/x^jjicHn^iuftfor  many  ages 
.have  been  the  ftate  of  the  humtati:  race>  derived  litile 
advantage  from  the  fertility  of  their  foil  ;  and  their  in- 
daftry.was  exhaufted  Jn  the  ,em'plpy;ments  of  a  favage 
life  :  tra£ts  of  country  at   no  great  didance,  were  to 
them  of  as  little  importance,  as  jf  they  had  not  ezifted  : 
nor  had  they  ai^y  further  knowledge  of  their  neighbours, 
than  as  they  happened  to  excite  their  fears^  or  their  en- 
mity. .... 

The  accounts  given  by  fpme  authors  of  the  wealth 
juid  fplendour  of  tl^  .feventh  century,  arc  as  fabuloiis 

as 
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ifs  all  the  other  miraculous  thing  v/e  read  of  in  the  hif-  B  O  O  )C 
lory  of  thofe  times .     Their  clothing  was  of  ikin  and  ^  _^* 
coarfc  woollen,  the  conveniencesof  life  were  not  known; 
Wildiitgs  indeed  were  ereSed  wiih  ftrength  and  folidity, 
but  conveyed  ao  idea,  either  of  the  affluencet  or  tafte  of 
the  age.    Neither  much  motiey,  nor  much  knowledge 
of  the  arts  is  required  to  pile  up  heaps  of  ftone  by  the 
hands  of  flaves.     One  inconteRible  proof  of  the  indi- 
gence of  the  people  was,  that  taxes  were  levied  in  kind; 
and  that  even  the  contributions  which  the  inferior  cler- 
gy paid  to  their  fuperiorsj jpoRfi (led  of  provifions. 
.    The  fuperftition  that  prevailed  increafed  the  general 
darknefs.     In"  the   eighth,  and  the  beginning  of  the 
nintTi  century,  Rome,  no  longer  the  capital  of  the  maf- 
terspf  the  univerfe,  attempted  to  exercife  her  authority 
.as  before,  in  depofing  or  making  kifigs.'    Deprived  of 
ijah^bitants  and  foldiers,  by  dint  of  opinions,  and  reli'- 
gi<)us 'tenets  alone,  (he  afpired  to  univerfal  monarchy. 
By  her  njauagement  princes  were  excited  to  take  up 
armis  ^gainft  cach9tli^r,  people  againft  their  kings, and 
kings  againft  their. people.     All  merit  confided  in  mak* 
ing  war,  and  all  virtue  in.  obeying  the  church.     The 
oigmty.of  monarclis. was  degraded  by  the  claims  of 
Rome,  which  infpired  a  contempt  for  princes,  without 
exciting- the   love  of   liberty.     .Literature  was    then 
comprifed  in  a  few  abfurd  ro^Tiances,  and  fome  melan- 
choly tales,  the.  offsprings  of  cloiftercd  indolence.    This 
cbnfnbuted  to  entertain  that  dejeQion  of  fpirit,  and 
that  propenfity  to  the  marvellous,  fo  favourable  to  the 
interefts  of  fuperftition. 

The  face  of  the  globe  wa^.i^gain  changed  by  two 
other  nations.  A  people  pouring  in  from  Scandinavia 
and  the  Cimbrian  Cherfonefus  fpread  themfelves  to  the 
north  of  Europe,  which  on  the  fouthern  fide  was  har- 
raffed  by  the  Arabs.    The  former  were  difciples  of 
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BOOK  Wodin,  the  latter  of  Mohammed ;  men  who  had  eqaal- 
ly  diflFttfed  the  fanaticifm  of  conqueft  with  that  of  reli- 
gion. Charlemagne  fiibdiied  one  of  tbefe  nations,  and 
maintained  his  ground  againft  the  other.  Thefe  inha* 
bitants  of  the  northf  called  Saxons  or  Normans*  were 
indigent,  ill  armed^and  undifciplined^of  favage  manners^ 
and  driven  to  combat  and  to  death  by  mtfery  and  fuper- 
(lition.  Charlemagne  was  defirous  of  compelling  them 
to  change  that  religion  which  rendered  them  fo  terrible, 
for  another  which  would  difpofe  them  to  obedience.  He 
was  obliged  to  wa^e  through  feas  of  blood»  and  the 
crofs  was  ereded  on  heaps  of  flain.  He  was  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful  againft  the  Arabs,  conquerors  of  A(ia,  Africa 
and  Spain,  and  could  not  gain  a  footing  beyond  the 
Pyrenean  mountains. 

The  neceffity  of  repulfing  the  Arabs,  but  efpecially 
the  Normansy  occafioned  the  revival  of  naval  (kill  in 
Europe.  Charlemagne  in  France,  Alfred  the  Great  in 
England,  and  fome  cities  of  Italy,  built  fhips ;  and  thefe 
firft  attempts  towards  navigation  revived  for  a  fhort 
time  maritime  commerce.  Charlemagne  eftabliflied 
great  fairs,  the  principal  of  which  was  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle.  This  is  the  method  of  trading  among  people 
vvhere  commerce  is  ftill  in  its  infancy. 

The  Arabs,  hawever,'laid  the  foundations  of  the  moft 
eztenfive  commerce  that  had  been  known  fitict  the  times 
of  Athens  and  Carthage.  It  is  true  this  was  not  fo 
much  owing  to  the  lights  of  cultivated  reafon,  and  to 
the  progrefs  of  a  good  adminiftration,  as  to  the  extent 
of  their  power,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  they  pof- 
feffed.  Matters  of  Spain,  of  Africa,  of  Afia  Minor,  of 
Perfia,  and  part  of  India,  they  introduced  reciprocal  ex- 
changes from  one  region  to  another,  of  the  commodi- 
ties in  different  parts  of  their  vaft  empire*    They  cx« 

*   tended 
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tenied  thcmfelve^  gradually  as  far  as  the  MoliictaS  and  BOOK 
toChina,  fofnetinies  as  traders,-  fometimes  as  miffion- 
aries,  frequently  as  conquerors. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Venetians,  Genoefe,  and  the 
Arabs  of  Barcelona,  went  to  Aleiundria  to  buy  up  the 
merchandife  of  Africa  and  India,  and  difpofed  of  it  in 
Europe.     The  Arabs,  enriched  by  comnnefce,and  fated 
with  conqtiefl,  were  no  longer   the   fame  people  who 
burnt  the  Alexandrian  library.     They  cultivated  the 
arts  and  poUte  literature,  and  are  difttnguiflied  from 
lather  conquering  nations  by  their  improvements  of  the 
Tcafon  and  induftry  of  men.     To  them  we  owe  the 
fciences  of  algebra  and  chymiftry^  new  difcoveries  in 
aftronomy,  new  improvements  in  mechanics,  and  me- 
dicines, unknown  to  the  ancients.     But  among  the  fine 
arts,  poetry  is  the  only  one  that  they  have  cultivated 
with  foccefs. 

At  the  fame  period,  the  fubjeSs  of  the  Greek  em*- 

^I&re imitated  the  manufaduresof  Afia ;  and  had,tbrough 

inu't«iis  channels,  monopoUzed  the  riches  of  India,    But 

the  advantages  they  derived  from  both  thefe  circum- 

ftances,  could  not  furvive  the  fate  of  their  empire  ; 

"^hich  had  nothing  to  oppofe  to  the  heroic  and  daring 

-emhufufm  of  the  Arabs,  but  the  weak  and  unmanly 

vaeapons  of  fcholafttc  logic,  and  the  controverfial  ar- 

'tnour  of  monks :  who  had  fuch  an  afcendant,  that  the 

Emperor  ufed  to  aik  God  pardon  for  the  time  he  em*- 

pfoyed  in  sffair?  of  ilate.    Painting  and  fculptore  were 

iH>  longer  known,  and  it  was  matter  of  eternal  difpute 

whether  images  ought,- or  ought  not,  to  be  worfliipped. 

-The  Gredcs  furrounded  by  the  ocean,  and  in  poiTeifion 

t>f  fcveral  iflands,  had  yet  no  maritime  forces.     They 

defended  thcvnfelves  againft  the  naval  power  of  £gypt» 

and  of  the  Saracens,  by  wild  6re  :  the  vain  and  preca*- 

'mu5  defence  of  a  degenerate  people.    Conftantinople, 

not 
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B  O  O  K  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proted  her  maritime  trade  at 
a  diflance,  refigned  it  to  the  Genoefe,  who  feized  upon 
CafFa^  which  they  made  a  flourifhingcity. 

The  nobility  of  Europe  acquired  a  tindure  of  the 
manners  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs  in  their  ridiculous  ex- 
peditions of  the  trufades.  They  became  acquainted 
with  their  arts  and  their  luxury;  which  were  after- 
wards almoft  neceflary  to  their  happinefs.  The  Vene- 
tians had  a  more  exteniive  demand  for  the  goods  they 
brought  from  the  eaft  ;  and  the  Arabs  themfelves  car^ 
ried  fome  of  them  into  France^  England^  and  even  into 
Germany. 

These  powers  had  at  that  period  neither  (hipping 
nor  manufadures :  they  laid  reftraints  upon  commerce, 
And  the  charader  of  a  merchant  was  held  in  contempt- 
.This  ufeful  fet  of  men  were  never  refpefted  among  the 
Romans.  ^They  treated  their  merchants  with  as  much 
contempt  astheir  players,  courtefans,  baftards,  flave9  and 
gladiators.  The  political  fyftem,  eftablifhed  through- 
out Europe  by  the  power  and  ignorance  of  the  northern 
nations,  muft  neceflfarily  have  confirmed  a  prejudice 
which  owed  its  rife  to  a  barbarous  pride.  Our  ancef- 
tors  had  the  abfurdity  to  adopt>  as  the  bafts  of  their  go- 
vernment, a  principle  deftruftivc  of  all  fociety  ;  a  coHr 
tempt  for  ufeful  labour.  The  only  perfons  held  in  any 
degree  of  ellimation  were  the  lords  of  manors,  or  fuch 
as  had  dtihnguifhed  themfelves  in  battle.  The  nobles, 
it  is  well  known,  were  fo  many  petty  fovereigns  who 
abufcd  their  own  power,  and  oppofed.that  of  the  mo- 
narch. The  barons  were  fond  of  parade,  avaritious, 
whimficaland  poor.  Sometimes  they  invited  the  mer- 
ch?mts  into  their  little  dates,  and  at  others,  they  extort- 
ed money  from  them.  In  thefe  barbarous  times  were 
cftabliihed  the  feveral  duties  of  tolls,  of  export  and  im- 
port, of  pafiage,  of  quarters^  of  efcbeat  and  other  op- 

prejQlions 
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prcffions  withbut  number.    All  the  bridges  and  high-  BOOK 

ways  W€re  opened  or  (lopped  up  at  the  will  of  the  prince  , ^* 

or  his  vafials.    The  firft  elements  of  commerce  were  To 
totally  unknown,  that  it  was  cuftomany  to  fix  the  price 
of  goods.    The  merchants  were  often  pillaged,  and  al- 
ways ill  paid  by  the  knights  and  barons.     Trade  was 
carried  on  in  caravans  or  companies,  which  went  arm- 
ed to  the  places  where  the  fairs  were  kept.     At  thcfc 
marts  the  merchants  omitted  nothing  that  might  engage 
the  favour  of  the  people.     They  were  generally  ac- 
companied by  jugglers,  mudcians  and  buffoons.    As 
there  were  then  no  large  towns,  and  neither  public 
fpedacles  and  meetings,  nor  the  fedentary  pleafures  of 
private  fociety  were  kiiown,  the  fair  time  was  the  fea- 
fon  for  diverfions,  which  degenerating  into  diflblutenefs, 
gave  a  fandion  to  the  inve£lives  and  feverities  of  the 
clergy.     The  traders  were  frequently  excommunicated. 
The  people  held  ihofe  Grangers  in  abhorrence,  who  fup- 
pUed  their  tyrants  with  fuperfluities,  and  aflfociated  with 
men,  whofe  manners  were  fo  repugnant  to  their  preju. 
dices  and  rude  aufierity  of  life.     The  Jews,  who  foon 
engaged  in  all  the  branches  of  commerce,  did  not  bring 
it  into  repute.    They  were  then  confidered  in  the  fame 
light  throughout  ail  Europe,  as  they  are  at  this  day  in 
Poland  and  Turky.    As  their  fortunes  were  increafing 
every  day,  they  were  enabled  to  advance  money  to  mer- 
chants and  tradefmen ;  for  which  they  demanded  intereft 
equivalent  to  therifque  they  ran  in  vefting  their  capital 
in  other  hands.     The  fchoolmen  were  violent  in  oppo- 
iing  this  necefTary  meafure,  which  their  rude  prejudices 
had  taught  them  to  condemn.     This  theological  deter- 
mination of  a  point  of  a  civil  and  political  nature,  was 
attended  with  ftrange  confcquences.     The  magiftrates, 
blinded  by  an  authority,  againft  even  the  unjuft  exercife 
of  which  no  one  dared  to  appeal,  denounced  fentenceof 

-     con- 
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BOOK  confifcation  and  ignominious  penaltfes  againft  ufury, 
whicb/in  thofe  dark  ages,  the  laws  did  not  diAinguifh 
froni  the  moft  moderate  intcrcft.  It  was  at  this  junc- 
ture, that  to  make  themfelves  amends  for  the  dangers 
and  mortifications  they  were  expofed  to  in  carrying  on 
A  commerce,  which  was  looked  upon  as  odious  and  un- 
lawful, the  Jews  abandoned  themfclvcs  to  the  moft  ex- 
ceifive  rapacity.  They  were-  held  in  umverfal  detefla^ 
tion.  Perfecuted,  pillaged,  and  profcribed,  they  invent^ 
ed  bills  of  exchange^  which  -fecured  the  remains  ol  theic 
fortunes.  The  clergy  declared  the  exchange  ufiirious-, 
but  it  was  of  too  great  utility  to  be  abolilhed^  One  of 
the  eflbfis  it*  prodijced,  was  to  make  the  merchants  more 
independaut  of  the  prtnce,  who  treated  than  better,  ap- 
prehending that  they  might  tranfport  their  richtsinto 
foreign  countries. 

The  Italians,  who  are  better  known  by  the  na^me  of 
Lombards,  were  the  firft  who  took  advantage  of  this 
early  change  of  ideas.  They  formed  fmall  cemmani- 
liets,  s|nd  procured  the  prote3ion  of  feme  ftates^  who» 
on  their  accouat,  difpenfed  with  the  la^ws  againft  ftran* 
gers,  which  had  been  made  in  the  barbarous  agC8»  By 
virtue  of  this  indutgence,  they  became  agents  for  all  th<r 
fouthern  part«  of  Europe. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  north  began  likewife  taawake 
from  their  lethargy:  but  their  recovery  waalat^r,  and 
effc^dwith  greater  difficulty.  Hamburgh  and  Lubec 
having  attempted  to  open  a  trade  in  the  Baltic,  wqre 
obliged  to  uirite  for  their  mutual  defence  againfll  the  pi- 
rates who  infeftcd  thofe  latitudes.  The  fuccefsof  this 
little  combination,  encouraged  other  towns  to  enter  into 
a  confederacy:  which,  in  afliort  time,  was  compofed' of 
fourfcore  cities,  and  which  had  either  obtained  or  pur- 
chafed  the  privileges  of  being  governed  by  their  own 
kws,  and  formed  a  line  of  communication  from  the  Bal^ 

tic 
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tic  to  the  Rhine.    This  tObciationy  which  was  the  firft  BOOK 

of  modern  ones  that  adopted  a  regular  fyftem  of  com*  , ^^ 

merce,  fuppUed  the  Lombards  with  naval  (lores  and 
other  tnerchandife  of  the  north,  in   exchange  for  the 
produce  of  Afia,  lulyy  and  the  other  fouthem  countries. 
Flanders  was  the  fcene  of  thefe  happy  tran(ac« 
tions ;  but  it  was  not  to  its  fituation  alone  that  it  owed 
a  diftindion  fo  Csvourable  to  its  interefts :  this  muft  like- 
wife  be  attributed  to  its  numerous  manufafiures  of  fine 
clotbf  and  particularly  of  tapeftry ;  which  laft  affords  a 
convincing  prciof  how  little  the  arts  of  drawing  and  per* 
fpedive  were  then  known.    By  thefe  advantageous  cir« 
cumftances,  the  Low-Countries  became  the  richeft^the 
moft  populous,  and  the  heft  cultivated  part  of  Europe. 

Thb  fiourifhing  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Flan- 
ders, the  Hanfe  Towns,  and  fome  republicst  who  owed 
their  profperity  to  their  freedom,  engaged  the  attention 
of  mod  of  the  reigning  monarchs,  in  whofe  dominions 
the  rights  of  citizens  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  the 
mobility  and  clergy ;  and  the  reft  of  their  fubjeds  were 
flaves.    But  as  foon  as  the  cities  were  declared  free,  and 
had  large  immunities  granted  them,  the  merchants  and 
toechanics  entered  into  aflbciations,  which  rofe  in  efti« 
mation  as  they  acquired  riches.    The  fovereigns  op« 
fiofed  their  power  to  that  of  the  barons.   Thus  anarchy 
and  feudal  tyranny  gradually  decreafed.   The  tradefmea 
became  citizens,  and  the  third  ftate  was  reinftated  in  its 
privilege  of  being  admitted  to  the  national  aflembly. 

MoNTESQjJiEU  attributes  to  Cbriftiamty  the  honouf 
df  having  abolifked  ilavery ;  but  we  venture  to  diflfer 
(torn  him.  When  tnduftry  and  riches  prevailed  among 
the  people^  the  princes  began  to  hold  them  in  feme  efti« 
mation ;  when  the  fovercign  could  avail  himfelf  of  thci 
riches  of  the  people,  to  gain  advantages  over  the  barons* 
laws  were  framed  to  put  the  people  in  a  better  Condi- 
tion. 
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BOOK  tion.  It  was  to  that  found  policy^  wiiicb  commerce  al« 
ways  introduces,  and  not  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian 
religion^  that  kings  were  induced  to  beftow  freedom 
upon  the  (laves  of  their  vaflals,  becaufe  thofe  (laves, 
when  made  free,  became  fubjeds.  It  is  true^  that  Pope 
Alexander  III.  declared  that  ChriAians  were  to  be  ex- 
empt from  fervitude ;  but  this  declaration  was  made 
merely  to  pleafe  the  kings  of  France  and  England,  who* 
were  delirous  of  humbling  their  vafTals. 

In  Italy  one  might  perceive  the  dawning  of  more 
profperous  days.  The  republics  of  Pifa,  Genoa  and 
Florence,  were  e(Iabli(bed  on  the  wifeft  principles  :  the 
fa£lions  of  the  Guelphs  and  Gibbelines,  which  had  for 
fo  many  ages  laid  wafte  thefe  delightful  countries,  were 
at  length  appealed  ;  trade  flouri(hed,  and  confequently 
learning  would  foon  be  introduced.  Venice  was  in  the 
height  of  its  glory ;  its  navy,  which  eclipfed  that  of  its 
neighbours,  checked  t.he  progrefs  of  the  maritime  pow- 
er of  the  Mammelucs,  and  the  Turks  ;  in  commerce  it 
was  fuperior  to  all  the  European  ftates  taken  together  ; 
its  inhabitants  were  numerous,  and  its  riches  imnienfe  : 
the  revenues  were  well  managed,  and  tht  people  were 
content ;  the  republic  borrowed  money  of  the  fichei; 
fubje£ls,  from  motives  not  of  nece(ruy,  but  of  policy. 
The  Venetians  were  the  firfl  people  who  foutid  put  the 
fecret  of  attaching  rich  individuals  to  the  in terefts of  go- 
vernment, by  inviting  them  to  veft  fome  part  of  their 
fortune  in  the  public  funds.  At  Venice  there  were  ma- 
nufaduresof  filk,  gold  and  filver  ;  it  fupplied  fpreign* 
ers  with  (hips:  their  works  in  gold  and  filver  were  the 
beft^  and  almofl  the  only  ones  of  that  time*  The  inha* 
bitants  were  civen  accufed  of  extravagance  in  having 
gold  and  (ilver  plate,  and  other  utenfils  of  the  fame  ma* 
terials.  They  were  not  however  without  fumptuary 
laws ;  but  thefe  Jaws  laid  no  refiraint  on  a  kind  of  luxury 

by 
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by  which  the  fuihs  expended  were  preferved  to  the  ftate,  BOOK 
The  noblemen  united  oeconomy  with  fplendor  ;  the 
opulence  of  Venice  had  revived  th^  architefiure  of 
Athens>  and  upon  the  whole  there  was  tnagni6cence  as 
well  as  elegance  in  their  luxury ;  the  people  were  ig- 
norant, but  the  nobles  were  enlightened  ;  the  govern- 
ment oppofed  the  attempts  of  the  popes  with  firmnefs 
and  prudence  :  Siamo  Feneziani,  pot  CbriJIiani,  faid  one 
of  their  fcnators,  who  exprefled  in  thefe  words  the  fenfe 
of  the  whole  fenate  ;  at  that  time  even  they  debafed 
the  priefthoody  when  they  had  better  made  it  ufeful  to 
morality  ;  which  ho wever,  was  more  rigid  and  pure  a- 
mong  the  Venetians  than  among  the  other  people  of 
Italy.  Their  troops  were  very  different  from  thofe 
miferable  Condottieri,  whofe  name  was  fo  much  more 
terrible  than  their  arms.  Venice  was  the  feat  of  polite- 
nefs ;  and  fociety  was  then  under  lefs  refiraint  from  the 
fpies  of  government  than  it  has  been  fmce  the  republic 
began  to  be  jealous  of  the  power  of  its  neighbours,  and 
to  be  diffident  of  its  own  induftry. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  Italy  far  furpaffed  the  other 
dates  of  Europe.    Religious  zeal,  which  fupplied  the 
place  of  metit,  and  occafioned  fo  many  trifling  ceremo- 
nies and  cruel  oppreflions  was,  however,  the  means  of 
releafing  Spain  from  the  Arabian  yoke ;  its  feveral  pro- 
vinces had  lately  been  united  by  the  marriage  of  Ferdi- 
nand and  liabella,  and  the  conqueft  of  Granada ;  and  its 
power  was  ^ven  equal  to  that  of  France.  The  fine  wool 
of  Caftileand  Leon  was  manufadured  at  Segovia,  and 
their  cloths  were  fold  all  over  Europe  and  even  in  Afia ; 
the  perpetual  efforts  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  make 
to^prefcrvc  their  liberty*  infpired  them  with  refolution 
and  confidence  ;  their  fuccefs  had  elevated  their  minds ; 
and  being  ignorant,  they  abandoned  themfelves  to  all  the 
enthufiafm  of  chivalry  and  religion.     Confined  to  a  pe- 
VoL.  I-  C  ninfula. 
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BOOK  ninfula^  and  having  no  immediate  commerce  with  other 
nations,  they  eatertained  that  contempt  for  them^which 
either  among  individuals  or  communitiesy  is  ufually  the 
diaraderiftic  of  ignorance.  They  were  the  only  pe€>- 
pie  that  maintaioed  a  (landing  body  of  infantry ;  this  in- 
fantry was  excellent.  As  the  Spaniards  for  many  ages 
had  been  involved  in  war,  their  foidiery  was  indifputably 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  other  ftates  of  l^^urope. 

The  Portuguefe  had  much  the  fame  caft,  but  their 
monarchy  was  better  regulated  than  that  of  Caftile,  and 
the  adminiftration  was  conduced  with  more  eafe  after 
the  redudion  of  the  Moors  by  the  conqueft  of  Algarva. 
Ik  France,  Lewis  the  XL  had  jufi  lowered  the  power 
of  the  great  vaflals,  railed  that  of  the  magiftracy,and 
made  the  nobles  fubjed  to  the  laws.  The  people  of 
France  growing  kfs  dependant  on  their  lords,  mud  ne- 
ceflarily  become,  in  a  fliort  time,  more  induftrious,  more 
adiveand  more  reTpeAable;  but  indiiflry  and  commerce 
could  not  (lourKh  on  a  fudden.  Reafon  muft  of  courfe 
make-but  a  flow  progrefs  in  the  midft  of  thofe  commo^ 
tions  which  were  ftiH  excited  by  the  great  and  under 
the  reign  of  a  prince- devoted  to  the  mo(l  abominable 
fuperfiitioB,  The  barons  were  diftinguiflied  only  by 
their  favage  haughtincfs;  their  revenues  were  fcarce 
fafficient  to  entertain  in  their  futte  a  train  of  geotiemen 
witfaoul  employment,  who  defended  them  againft  tbe 
fovereign  and  the  laws.  The  expencea  of  their  table 
were  immoderate ;  and  this  favage  luxury,  of  which 
there  are  ftill  too  many  remains,  afibrded  no  encourage- 
ment to  any  of  tbe  ufeful  arts.  But  neithfer  the  man* 
ners  nor  the  language  of  thofe  times,  partook  of  that,  de- 
cency which  difiinguilhes  the  fuperior  ranks  of  citizens^ 
aiid  procures  them  i^fpefli  from  the  reft.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  courtefy  enjoined  to  the  knights,  coarle  and 
rough  manners  ftill  prevailed  among  the  great,  the  na- 
tion 
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fion  had  then  the  ftme  charaa^i^  of  infonfiftcnce  it  has  B  O  O  IC 
fince  preferved  ;  and  which  a  nation  will  tvtr  hsivt, 
whofe  morals  and  cuftohis  ire  not  conformable  10  the 
lat^s.  The  prince's  councils  iflbed  innumerable,  anA- 
frequently  contradiftory  ediSs,  but  the  prince  readily 
difpenfed  with  the  obferVance  of  th6m.  By  this  eafy  dif- 
pofition  of  the  fovereign,  the  inconveniences  which 
would  havt  afifen  from  a  multitude  of  laws  incbrtfider- 
atcfy  made  by  thfe  French  miniftry,  have  been  happily 
pfevetitrd. 

EkglaiJd,  Icfs  opulent,  and  \tk  induftrioiis  tbati 
France,i^astompof€rfof  infotent  barons,  defpoticbifliops, 
!inda  people  Who  were  tired  of  their  yoke  ;  a  certain 
refttefs  difpofition  prevailed  in  tlie  natioi^,  which  ihuft 
neeeflarily  footacr  or  latef  introduce  ltT)erty.    Thischa- 
TaSter  owed  its  rift  to  the  abfurd  tyVanny  of  Wiliisim  fhtf 
Conqueror,  artd  the  cruel  temper  of  fever^l  of  his  fuc- 
ceffors.    The  intolerable  abiffe  of  power  hdd  mide  the 
Englilh  extremely  jealous  of  their  fovereigrts ;  the  very 
name  of  king  carried  with  h  the  idesl  of  terror  ;  and  thefe 
feritin^ents  tranfmitted  froni  father  to  fort,  ^fterwatds 
hid  the  foiindations  of  thit  fofm  cff  gbvemmcrit  they 
now  have  the  happinefs  to  enjoy.    The  long  contenttoh 
between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Liincafter,  white  It 
raife<f  4  martial  fpirit  atid  an  impatti^nce  of  fl^very,  fn- 
rdlved  the  nat]on>  at  the  fatn6  time^  in  pbverty  and  c6h- 
fufio/i.     The  Englifh  wool  was  at  that  time  manufac- 
tured in  Ftandiers,  and  was  exported  as  well  as  its  lead 
and  tin,  fri  veffels  belonging  to  the  Hanfe  ToWns.    The 
principles  of  navigation,  of  internal  policy,  juri^rudence, 
luxury,  arid-the  fine  arts  were  entirely  unknown  ?n  Eng. 
land  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  h  was  over  bur  thened  with 
a  multitude  of  rich  convents  and  hofpitals.     Thedif- 
treffed  cdnventi  w^re  the  ufual  fefort  of  the  tiobles,  as 
the  hofpitals  were  of  the  common  people ;  idkneA  ^nd 

C  2  bar- 
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BOOK  barbarous  mani«rs  were  encouraged  by  thefe  fuperftn 
tious  inditutions. 

Germany,  which  had  long  been  harrafled  by  quar- 
rels between  the  emperors  and  the  popes,  and  by  intef- 
tine  wars,  had  at  this  time  begun  to  enjoy  a  (late  ot  tran- 
quillity ;  order  had  taken  place  of  anarchy,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  this  extenfive  country,  who,  though  ftran>- 
gers  to  wealth  and  commerce  were  verfcd  in  the  arts  of 
war  and  agriculture,  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their 
neighbours,  neither  could  they  be  formidable  to  them. 
The  feudal  fyftems  fo  fatal  to  mankind  in  other  coun- 
tries, here  aflumed  a  milder  afpefl ;  the  princes  prefid- 
ing  over  this  vaft  extent  of  territory,  generally  fpeaking, 
governed  their  refpeSive  ftates  with  a  good  deal  of  mo- 
deration ;  they  feldom  abufed  their  authority,  and  if  the 
peaceable  pofTeflion  of  their  eflates  could  compenfate 
the  want  of  liberty,  the  Germans  were  happy  ;  com- 
merce, and  iqduftry  were  entirely  confined  to  the  free 
citiesjiand  to  the  towns  included  in  the  Hanfeatic  league ; 
the  mines  of  Hanover  and  Saxony  were  not  yet  difco- 
vered  ;  filyer  was  fcarce  ;  the  farmer  fold  a  few  horfes 
to  ftrargers,  npr  had  the  princes  yet  introduced  the 
traffic  of  the  human  fpecles  ;  the  expences  of  the  table, 
and  a  variety  of  equipages  were  the  only  articles  of 
luxury;  the  nobles  and  the  clergy  intoxicated  tbem- 
felves,  without  difturbing  the  government ;  it  was  with 
feme,  difficulty  that  the  gentry  were  difliiaded  from  a- 
mufing  themfelves  with  robbing  on  the  highways;  their 
manners  were  favage,  and  during  the  two  fucceeding 
centuries  the  German  troops  were  more  diftinguifhed 
by  their  cruelties  than  by  their  difcipline  and  bravery. 

The  northern  countries  had  made  lefs  progrefs  than 
Germany.  Opprefled  by  the  nobles  and  priefts,  the 
inhabitants  no  longer  retained  that  enthufiaftic  love  of 
glory  with  which  the  religion  of  Wodin  had  formerly 

infpired 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  21 

inrpired  them  :  nor  were  they  yet  acquainted  with  thofc  BOOK 

wife  inftitutions  which  fome  of  ihem  have  fince  borrow-  ^ \ 

ed  from  better  forms  of  government.  Their  power 
was  fo  inconfiderable,  that  a  fingle  Hanfe  town  was  ca- 
pable of  intimidating  the  three  potentates  of  the  north. 
They  refumed  a  national  charafler  after  the  reforma- 
tion^  and  under  the  aufpices  of  Frederic  and  Gullavus 
Vafa. 

The  Turks  were  (Irangers  to  the  fciencc  of  govern- 
ment :  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  arts,  nor  tafte  for 
commerce:  but  the  Janiflaries  were  the  bed  troops  in 
the  world.     Thefe  attendants  of  a  defpot  whom   they 
kept  in  awe,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  infured  refpe^ 
to  him  whom  they  placed  upon  the  throne,  or  ftrangled 
at  pleafure,  had  at  that  time  fome  great  men  for  their 
leaders.     Thcfyfubverted  the  empire  of  the  Greeks,who 
were  infatuated  with  theology,  and  ftupified  by  fuper- 
ftition.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  mild  climate, 
who  cultivated  literature  and  the  arts,  abandoned  their 
country  after  it  was  fubdued,'ahd  took  refuge  in  Italy  ; 
whither  they  were  followed  byartifts  and  traders.  Tran- 
quillity, peace,  profperity,  a  defire  of  excelling,  and  the 
want  of  new  pleafures,  which  is  the  effeS  of  good  go- 
vernments, favoured  the  revival  of  letters  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  ancient  Romatis  ;  and  it  was  from  the  Greeks 
that  thd'ttalians  derived  a  better  knowledge  of  good 
models,  and  a  rafle  for  antiquity.     The  art  of  pHnh'ng 
was  invemcd ;  atid  though  for  a  long  time  the  difebvery 
was  of  Ihtle  ufe  While  the  people  continued  in  a  ftate  of 
poverty  indindolencc,  yet  when  commerce  and  the  arts 
had  maide  fome  progrefs,  it  made  books  become  com- 
mon.    A  love  of  ftudy  prevailed,  and  the  ancients  were 
vniverfally  adi>nrred  :  but  they  bad  no  rivals  except  in 
Italy/  •  "'•       ;; 

^  ^  RoMP^'Whieh^  ki  ^verycehtury  has  almoflkt ways  af- 
I       J  C  3  fumed 
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B  O^Q  is;  fum«i  a  charaQ^r  the  b^fl:  adapted  to  the  prefeot  mo- 
ment,  feeined  difpofed  no  longer  to  encourage  that  igno- 
rance which  had  fo  long  beep  fubfervient  to  her  mtereft^ 
She  proteQed  polite  Uteraturcy  and  fuch  of  the  artS'  as  de- 
pended n)ore  on  imagination  than  reaibn.    Th^  moft 
ignorant  pried  is  well  aware^  that  teprefentati/K^na  of  a 
terrible  divinity ,,  mortification^  felf^denialj  s^^crityf  me* 
lancholy  and   terror,  are  fo  many  expedients  to  gain  afi 
afcendant  over  the  minds  of  men,  by  engaging  tbem 
deeply  in  religious  n^atters.     But  tKece  ar^  ti^^swHen 
thefe  expedients  have  but  Httle  fuccef^*     M^n>  whg 
have  grown  rich  in  peaceful  flates,  are  fond  of  f  njaying 
themfelv^s ;  they  diflike  the  dull  road  of  life^t  and  are 
^agcr  in  their  purfgit  qf  pleafures.    When  faifs  beg^ui 
to  be  eftablifliedj  wi^h  entertainments  of  fportS|  dancings 
and  other  recreations^  the   clergy>  who  obfer ved|  ths^t 
the  love  of  feftivity  made  the  people  lefa  religious,  pro-r 
hibhed  thefe  fports^  and   excommiinicated  thofe  wtno 
bore  a  part  in  them*     But  when  thej  found  that  no 
regard  was  paid  to  their  cenfures,  they  cljiaiiged  their 
plan^  and  determined,  to  take  thefe  a4?^ulemeat$  iqto  their 
own  hands.     This  waa  the  origin  of  facred  comedy* 
The  death  of  St.  Catherine,  aded  by  the  monks  of  St. 
Dennis,  rivalled  the  fuccefa  of  th^  players.    M^fic  ^m 
introduced  into  the  churches 4  andcvoa  f^kr^^&vrerje  eait 
hibited  there.     The  feftivah  called  l(kfi^P^  4filf9ux  &f 
de  VAne^  U*  des  Innocensy  proved  ais  enler^aining  to  the 
people  as  the  farces  that  i»^fre  a^ed'iQ   the  public  pdax 
ces.  It  often  happened,  that  attra^dby  the  mere  love 
of  amqfement,  they  left  the  Egyptian  d^es  ^  join  ii| 
the  pro;:eflJon  for  th^  fcf^iv^l  of  St.  Johm-  As  Italy  inarr 
proved  in  poll  tenefs^  thjeir  pleafures.  b(fpsjfifmiior.e  re- 
fined ;  and  the  decency  that  waf  intrcidtM^^  jmq  rJleir 
common  feafts  and  public  entertainments,  afforded  ki& 
pretence  for  the  c^fure^  of  thet  prieifi^AttQd.ipmcnred 

them 
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tbem  a  toleration.  The  mei it  of  being  able  to  read  had  BOOK 
been  long  confined  to  this  clafs  of  men ;  but  when  it  ^* 
,  became  a  more  general  accomplifliment^  they  could  no 
longer  avail  themfelves  of  this  dii^indioa;  and  finding 
that  learning  was  the  road  to  fame^  thej  iwre  ambi* 
tious  of  (hining  in  literary  purfuits.  The  popes^  who 
enjoyed  an  opulent  and  peaceful  fovereignly  in  the  vo- 
luptuous region  of  Italy^  laid  afide  their  aufterity.  Their 
court  became  an  agreeable  one.  The  encouragement 
of  Jiterature  was  confidered  as  a  new  expedient  to  efla- 
blifh  their  authority  over  the  minds  of  men.  Genius 
was  cherilbed  ^  and  marks  of  honour  were  conferred 
upon  great  artifla.  Raphael  died  but  a  ihort  time  be- 
fore he  was  to  have  been  created  a  cardinal ;  and  Pe- 
trarch had  the  honours  of  a  triumph.  As  little  con- 
formable as  this  good  tafle>  thefe  fine  art$>  and  new 
amufementsy  may  appear  to  the  fpirtt  of  the  gofpel, 
they  were  evidently  calculated  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  the  papal  throne.  The  belles  lettres  ferve  to  en^- 
belUib  the  ftiudure  of  the  church  ^  but  philofophy  de- 
molifhes  it.  Thus,  while  the  church  of  Rome  favour^ 
polite  literatore,  and  the  fine  arts,  it  difcountenanced 
the  feverer  fcienccs.  The  poets  were  crowned  with 
laurel ;  but  the  philofophers  were  perfecuted.  Galileo 
from  his  pcifon  might  have  beheld  Taflb  carried  in  tri- 
umph to  ihe  capitol,  if  thofe  men  of  great  genius  bad 
been  coteni^poraries.  , 

It  was  high  time  that  philofophy  and  learning  Aould 

lend  their  fupport  to  morality  and  reafon.     The  church 

of  Rome  had  taken  all  imaginable  pains  to  fubvert  thofe  , 

principles  of  juftice  which  nature  had  implanted  in  all 

mankind.    The  fingle  mai;im  that  the  pope  bad  a  right 

to  the  fovereigaty  of  all  .^n^pires,  .fapped  the  founda*. 

tion  of  all  ibpiety  and  public  virtue  ^  this  nfMxim,  how^ 

ever»  had  for  a  long  time  prevailed^  together  with  that 

C  4  horrid 
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BOOK  horrid  do£lrine>  which  not  only  permitted  but  enjoined 
hatred  and  perfecurion  towards  all,  whofe  religious  opi- 
nions were  not  agreeable  to  thofe  of  the  Romifii  churcH. 
Indulgences^  a  fpecies  of  expiation  wiiich  nrnghc  be 
purchafed  for  all  crimes,  or  if  any  thing  can  be  (Itif 
more  mon{lrous>  for  crimes  to  be  committed  in  future  ; 
difpenfations  for  breaking  faith  with  the  enemies  of  the 
pontiflF,  though  they  were  of  the  fame  religion ;  that 
article  of  belief  which  teaches,  that  the  merit  of  the  juft 
may  be  transferred  to  the  wicked  ;  vices  of  all  kinds  ex- 
emplified in  the  lives  of  th«  popes,  and  other  religious 
perfons,  who  ought  to  be  models  to  the  people^  above 
a\\,  that  greateft  reproach  to  humanity,  the  inquifition  : 
all  thefe  horrid  enormities  made  Europe  appear  to  be 
rather  the  haunt  of  tygers  and  ferpents,  than  a  vaft 
country  inhabited  or  cultivated  by  men.   • 

Such  was  the  fit uation  of  Europe,  when  the  Portu- 

guefe  monarch,  at  the  head  of  an  a3ive,  generous  anil 

intelligent  people,  furrounded  by  neigh bottrs  who  (liH 

preyed  upon  each  other,  formed  the  plan  of  extending 

their  dominion  by  fea  and  land. . 

Thefirft      •  JoHN  L  had  feveral  fons,  who,  being  ambitious  of 

tions^of      figiializing  themfelves,  undertook,  firft  of  allj  feme  ex- 

thePortu-  peditions  to  Barbary.  Henry,  whofe  genius  was  fuperior 

guefe;        to  the  reft,  took  it  into  his  head  to  make  difcoveries  in 

vtun^the  ^^  ^^^'  '^^^^  yofung  prince  availed  himfelf  of  the  lir^ 
Indies.  t'c  knowledge  of  aftronomy  which  was  preferved  among 
the  Arabs.  At  Sagr6s,  a  city  of  Algarva,  he  eftabli/hed 
an  obfervatory,  and  made  it  the  place  of  education  for 
all  the  nobility  who  compofed  his  traifi:  he  hada  con*- 
fiderable  (hare  in  the  invention  of  the  Aftroliibe,  and 
was  the  firft  who  was  fenfible  of  the  advantages  that 
might  be  drawn  from  the  coropaft,  which', ^hougb  al-^ 
ready  known  in  Europe,  had  never  been  applied  to' the 
pufpofcsbf  navigation.'        I  •  '  •     •.    - 

*•  •  ^  The 
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The  pilots,  who  iludied  under  his  direSion,  difco-  BOOK 

-vered  Madeira  in  the  year  ^418.     Two  years  after  this,  , ^* 

Otie  of  his  (hips  took  pofleflion  of  the  Canaries  ;  he 
doublec(  the  Cape  of  Sierra-Leona,  and  the  river  Zara 
led  him- into  the  interior  parts  of  Africa  as  far  as  Con- 
go. He  made  an  eafy  conqueft  of  thofe  Countries,  and 
eftabliflied  an  advantageous  commerce.  The  inconfi- 
derable  nations  who  inhabited  thofe  parts,  being  fepara- 
ted  from  each  other  by  impaflable  defarts,  were  ftrangers 
both  to  the  value  of  their  riches,  and  the  art  of  defend- 
ing themfdfcs.  -  Thefe  voyages  raifed  great  expeQa- 
.tions  :  ihfi  revenues,  that  might  in  future  arife  front  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,' were  farmed.  An  inftance  of  avidity 
fo  premature,  (hows,  that  princes,  who  undertook  thefe 
difcoveries,  were  more  foticitous  to  increafe  their  finan- 
ces, than  to  promote  the  commerce  of  their  fubje3s. 

In  the  reign  of  John  the  Second,  an  inteHigcrit 
prince,  who  firft  declared  Lifbon  a  free  port,  and  made 
a  new  appHcation  of  aftronomyto  navigation,  fomc  of 
hbfubjeds,  beii^  fent  out  upon  an  expedition,  doubled 
the  Cape  at  the  extremity  of  Africa.  This. Cape  was 
then  c^led  the  Cape  of  S.tormi ;  but  the  prince,,  who 
forefaw  that  it  would  open  a  paflTage  to  the  Indies,  gave 
it  the  name;of  the  Cape  of  Ociod  Hope. 

EMANuu^lpurfued  the  pbn  chalked  out  by  his  pre- 
deceffors.  In  1497  he  equipped  a  fleet  confiftikrg  of 
.four  fhipsr'and  gave  the  comnwnd  of  it  to  Vtxfco  de  Ga-* 
ma.  Th'n  .admiral,  having^eathercd  feVerai  ilorm^  in 
hiscruife'  along  the  eaftern  coaib  of  Africa,  and  at- 
tempted fea,s^  before  unknow,n,'landed  at  length  in  Iiidofw 
tan,  aftci^  a  voyage  of  thirteen  moatHs.  ' 

AsiA»  of  iwhick Indoflari  is  one  oF  the  richeff  part^  is  A  gcogra. 
a  vaft  cohtincnti.lying,  accondtng  to  the  obf^^val^i^s  Qf  P^.'^^l  dcf- 
iht  RuffiAnfe'the  tmth  of  which  ha$  been  juffl)rdoM6t«cf ,  ^^^"^  ""^ 
between  the  43d  and  the  207th  degree  of  longitude.   It 

extends. 
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BOOK  extends^  between  the  two  poles,  from  the  7  7tfa  degree  of 
nortbeniy  to  the  loth  degree  of  foutbern  latitude.  Thit 
part  of  this  large  continent  which  is  fituated  in  the  tern- 
perate  zant,  between  the  35th  and  the  5c>4h  degree  of 
latftiide»  appears  to  be  higher  than  the  reft  :  it  is  bor- 
dered both  towards  the  north  and  fouth  by  two  vaft 
chains  of  mounlainsj  which  ran  aknoft  from  the  weftern 
extremity,  of  Afia  Minor  and  the  coafts  of  the  Black 
Sea,  to  the  ocean  that  waihes  fhe  coafts  of  Cbina  and 
Tartary  towards  the  eaft.  Tbefe  two  cbaina  are  united 
by  other  iatermtdiate  chains^  in  a  diredioo  from  fouth 
to  north ;  they  branch  out  both  towards  the  northern, 
the  IiKiian,  and  eaftern  oceans,  and  appear  like  fb  many 
bulwarks  rajfed  between  the  beds:  of  the  large  rivers 
which  roil  tbrou{^  thofe  immenfe  regions. 

Such  is  the  great  bafia  which  nature  haa  raifed  to 
fopport  the  fabric  of  Afia.    In  the  inland  parts  of  this 
Taft  country,  the  earth,  parched  by^  the  beat  of  the  fuo, 
becomes  fo  light,  that  it  is  carried  about  by  the  winds; 
'tb^€  IS  not  the  lea  ft  appearance  either  of  ftoue  or  mar- 
ble ;  no  petrified  fliells,  or  other  foffils,  are  to  be  found; 
the  beds  of  minerals  lie  upon  the  fur&ce.     All  thdie 
phasnomena,  joined  to  the  obfervations:  made  with  the 
barometer,  are  proofs  of  the  great  elevation  of  the  cea^ 
tral  {^Urt  of  ASu,  to  whkh  the  moderns  have  ghreu  the 
Miaiine  of  the  lefler  Bucbaria.  .     .     . 

From  rhefe  heights,  which  form  a  kind  of  girdle, 
.furFouiii4i|>g  this  immeafe  and  unfruitful  re^otr,  feveral 
large  ftr^ams  arife,  ibatTun  in  dif&rent  channels.  The 
fragments  of  barren  eatfth^  which  are.  perpeloaUy  car- 
ried down  by  theie  rivers:  toward  the  feverak  extremt- 
^  fi^s  of  Afia,  form  fb  many  barriers  againft  the  iea^and 
promise,  a  ftability  and  duration  to  this  cohtineitfy  <uw 
peridr  to  that  of  aAy  other.    Perhaps  it  pkA\  be  ils  fate 

to 
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to  k&  tii€  reft  repeatedly  buriod  under  the  waters,  be-  B  O  O  K 
fbfe  it  fuffers  ^fiy  eacroachfnept  i^felf.  ^     1« 

The  Cafpian  Tea  alone  has  preferved  its  ilation  with- 
III  the  limits  of  this  vaft  trad  of  land,  whith  has  %een 
^iner^ng  frooa  the  deep  through  a  feries  of  ages.  It 
'fPia]f  douliilf fa  b^  cpniider^  as  thi;  refervoir  of  thofe 
Wge  rivers  th^t  fall  into  it ;  but  may  likewife  hav^ 
•fqne  fmskU  cjenununicati^n,  by  fobtei ranaous  pafiages, 
with  the  ^^an  and  the  MediterrAnean,  if  it  he  true,  ^ 
it  appears  to  be  from  obfervaiiops  mads  with  the  baro- 
Ulster  s^i  Aftrikca^,  that  its  furface  is  below  th?  level  of 
of  b<rtb  thpft  feas. 

Th£  frozen  oc^ao,  whicb  waihes  the  northern  CQafts 
of  Siberia^  renders  tben>  inaceeitbl^y  if  we  may  believe 
the  accounts  given  by  the  Ruffians.  They  tell  us  that 
i|  is  in  v^in  to  expe&  to  find  a  new  paflage  by  this 
fea  from  Europe  to  Anierica  s  und  that  the  ice  will  aW 
wnys  prevent  the.  doubliiig  of  the  Cape  of  Schakgiilftoi, 
.^li^h  feparates  the  old  from  the  tiew  world,  though 
ttua  pai&ge  has  once. been,  crofled.  But  the;  Ruffians 
ure  probaUy  either  no(  fdBctentJy  fincf  re,  or  fufiiqieiitr 
\j  infemied,,  to  deferve  entire  credit  (  and  either  do  acft 
Ibiow  all  thai  thiey  HeU  us,  or  do  not  t«H  us  all  that  ih<y 
know. 

The  Indtan.ooean,  wtvich  preflel  towards  the  (buih  of 
Afia,  is  divided  fresn  the  great  fottth  fea  by  a  chain  of 
moufitains,  whiefa  begins  at  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar^ 
and  extenikig  under  water  a&  fiir  as  Sumatra,  as  is  evi- 
dent from^  the  AaRows  and  rocks  wiuch  are  Scattered  in 
ihofe  parts,  unites  a^in  at*  Van  Diemens  Land  mud 
Now  Guinea.    M.  Buache>  a  gebgrafpher,  who  has  ex- 
amined the  earth  as  a  natural  philoiropher,  and  has  kid 
downachaTt  of  the  worM  according  to  this  hypothefis, 
is  of  opinkHi,  that  the- fba  between  this  long  chain  of 
and  4>be  fbutharm  coafts  of  Aiia,-fliould  be  dividh 
i  ed 
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B  O  O  K  ed  into  three  great  bafons  ;  the  limits  of  which  feem  to 
^*_    ,  have  been  circumfcribed  or  drawn  by  the  hand  of  na- 
ture. 

The  firft,  which  lies  towards  the  weft,  between  Ara- 
bia and  Perfia,  is  bounded  towards  the  fbuth  by  that 
chain  of  iflands>  which  extends  from  Cape  Comorin 
and  the  Maldiva  Iflands  to  Madagafcar.  This  bafon^ 
which  runs  into  the  land»  is  inceflantly  enlarging  the 
Gulph  of  Perfia  and  the  Red  Sea,  The  feeond  of  theft 
bafons  forms  the  Gulph  of  Bengal.  The  third  includes 
the  great  Archipelago,  which  contains  the  Sunda^  the' 
Moluccas,  and  the  Philippine  Iflands.  This  joins  Afia 
to  the  fouthern  continent,  and  ferves  as  a  boundary  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Between  this  fea  and  the  great 
Archipelago,  a  kind  of  new  bafon  is  formed  by  a  chain 
of  mountains  und^r  water  towards  the  eail,  which  ex- 
tends from  the  Ladrone  to  the  Japan  Iflands.  When 
we  have  pafled  thefe  celebrated  iflands^  we  come  to  a 
chain  of  iflands  called  Kuriles>which  touch  the  fouthern 
point  of  the  Peninfula  of-Kattitfchatka  ;  and  for/na  fifth 
bafon  into  which  the  nver  Amur  empties  itfelf  ^  but  as 
its  entrance  is  obflru3ed  by  the  Bamboos,  which  grow 
there  in  great  abundance,  it  is  imag'med  that  this  fea  has 
very  little  depth.  .    '    i 

These  geographical  details,  far  ftom  being  foreign 
to  our  purpofe,  are  in  a  manner  neceflary)  to  dired  and 
ei^gage  oor  attention  to  the  richeft  and  fined  continent 
upon  the  .globe.     We  will  begin  with- Indoftan. 
Natural  THOUGH  by  the  general  name  of  die  Eaft  Indies  is 

T  ^  H*^i7  °^  commonly  underflood  that  imiiienfe  jtrafit  of  land  whi<;h 
lies  beyond  the  Arabian  fc^,  and  tht.'Perfiari:  empire; 
yet  by  Indoftan  is  prbpfrlyi meant  a  country. lying  be- 
tween two  celebratejd  river«,'  Che  IndUrs  M)d  .the  Ganges, 
which  fall  into  the  Indiao  oboatij  at;the-di^ftdce  of  four 
hundred  leagues;  fii<nn_cach.  oihi^r;::.  Avrtrigc  of  high 

mountains 
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1 
mountains  runs  acrofs  this  long  iraSt  from  north  to  fouthy  BOOK 

and  dividing  it  into  two  equal  parts*  extends  as  far  as        ^* 
Cape  Comorin»  where  it  forms  the  boundary  between 
the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumftance,  and  perhaps  the  only 
one  of  the  kindj  that  this  ridge  feems  to  be  a  barrier* 
erefled  by  nature*  to  feparate  one  feafon  from  another. 
The  mere  breadth  of  thefe  mountains  divides  fummer 
from  winter;  that  is  to  fay*  the  feafon  of  fine  weather 
from  the  rainy  ;  for  it  is  well  known  there  is  no  winter 
between  the  tropics ;  all  that  is  meant  by  winter  in 
the  Indies  is  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  clouds, which 
the  fun  attrafiks  from  the  fea>  are  driven  violently  by  the 
winds  again0  the  mountains*  where  they  break  and  dif^* 
folve  in  rain*  accompanied  with  frequent  ftorms.  From 
hence  torrents  are  formed*  which  rufli  from  the  hills* 
fwell  the  rivers,  and  overflow  the  vallies ;  dark  vapours* 
that  obfcure  the  day*  fpread  a  thick  and  impenetrable 
gloom  over  the  deluged  country :  but*  like  the  abyfs 
which  brooded  over  the  principles  of  things  before  the 
creation,  this  cloudy  feafon  promotes  fertility :  at  this 
time  the  plants  and  flowers  appear  in  full  ftrength  and 
beauty*  and  the  fruits  in  general  come  to  maturity. 

The  fummer  may  naturally  be  expeded  to  preferve 
its  ufual  temperature  better  than  the  winter,  in  a  climate 
ib  immediately  under  the  influence  of  the  fun  :  the  iky* 
without  a  cloud  to  intercept  its  rays,  feems  to  be  all  on 
jfire;  but  the  fea  breezes  which  fpring  up  in  the  day- 
time, and  the  land-breezes  that  blow  during  the  night, 
alternately  alleviate  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere  ;  yet 
the  calms*  that  now  and  then  intervene,  ftifle  thefe  re* 
frefliing  gales*  and  the  inhabitants  are  reduced  to  fuffer 
the  inconveniencies  of  exceflive  drought. 

The 


30  HISTORY  OP  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

'  Ths  cffcft  of  the  tvro  different  feafons  is  ftill  more 
remarkably  felt  in  the  two  Indiati  oceans,  where  they 
are  diftingtriflied  by  the  name  of  the  dry  and  rainy  mon- 
foons.  While  the  fea  that  wafiies  the  eoails  of  Malabar 
k  agitated  by  ftor ms,which  the  returning  fun  introduces 
with  the  fpring,  the  fligbteft  veffeU  fail  along  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel  upon  a  ftnooth  furf^ce,  and  require  nei- 
ther ftill  nor  precaution  in  their  pilots;  but  in  the  du- 
tomni  which,  in  its  turn,  changes  the  face  of  the  ele- 
ments, the  wefteVn  coall  enjoys  a  pcrfeS  calm,  while 
the  eaftern  Indian  ocean  is  tofied  by  temp^fts ;  each 
experiencing,  as  it  wete,  the  alternatives  of  peace  and 
war.  An  inhabitant  of  the.ifland  of  Ceylon,  who  c6n- 
templates  the  equatorial  region  at  the  two  equinoxes, 
fees  alternately^  on  the  right  hand^  the  wavei  ve&ed 
with  dorms,  and,  on  the  left,  lulled  info  tranquility  ;  as 
if  the  Author  of  Nature^  who  holds  the  fcales  of  calami- 
ties and  bleffings  perpemally  in  his  bands.  Had  inftaiitly 
turned  the  beam  in  equilibrium,  fttm  one  fide  to  the 
other.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  doftririe  of  the 
MantcheeSf  concerning  the  two  principles,  might  take 
its  rife  in  India,  where  the  two  empires  of  good  and  ^vil 
are  divided  only  by  a  partition  of  mountains ;  fince  j:»ain 
and  pleafure  feem  to  be  as  much  the  origin  of  the  dif- 
ferent forna«  of  wof  (hip#  as  they  are  of  the  ideas  of  man« 
kind.  There  is  fo  infinite  a  conneSion  between  naf  ttral 
and  moral  principles,  that  all  fyfleitis  of  importanceto 
the  happinefs  of  the  huntan  fpecie^  have  taken  their  to- 
lour  from  the  nature  of  the  climate  :  accordingly  \t\$ 
obfervable,  that  the  Indians*  whofe  imagin^tionfs  receive 
the  deepeft  impreffion  of  nature  from  the  more  fdrtible 
operation  of  good  and  evil,  and  the  view  tbey  conflantif 
have  of  the  difcord  of  the  elements,  are  placed  in  a  fim- 
ation  moft  fertile  in  revolutions,  events  and  tranfadions 
of  every  kind. 

Hence 
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Hbnce  it  189  thtt  the  cefabrated  countries  of  In-  B  O  O  K 
<3ia,  have  long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  phitofo-  ^  ^^^ 
pher,  and  the  hiftorian,  whofe  conjedares  have  aiGgnod 
to  their  eariieft  inhabitants  an  gera  of  the  moft  extraor- 
dinary antiquity.  To  fay  the  truths  whether  we  cob* 
ftt\t  hiftorical  records^  or  coniider  the  pc^tion  of  Indo- 
Aan  upon  the  giobe^  taking  for  granted  that  the  ocean 
has  a  progreffive  motion  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  we  maft  al«* 
low  that  this  part  of  the  earth  was  the  firft  that  was  in- 
habited.  We  may  trace  the  origin  of  moft  of  the  fcien- 
ces  in  the  hiftory  of  that  country.  Even  before  the  age 
of  Py thagoras»  the  Greeks  travelled  to  India  for  inftruc- 
tion ;  the  trade  carried  on  by  them  with  the  oldeft  com- 
mercial nations^  in  exchange  for  their  cloth,  is  a  proof 
of  their  great  prpgrefs  in  the  aits  of  indaftry. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  fliouid  feem  reafonable  to  con- 
clode,  that  a  climate  the  befl  adapted  to  the  human  fpe- 
ctes,  would  be  peopled  the  earlteft ;  and  that  the  firft 
men  would  fix  their  abode  in  a  delicious  climate,  pure 
air)  and  a  foil  too  fertile  to  require  much  cultivation.  If 
the  human  race  could  be  Oippofed  to  nuiltiply  and  ex- 
tend themfelves  in  thofe  horrid  regions,where  they  muft 
maintain  a  perpetual  ftrnggle  with  nature ;  if  they  could 
inhabit  burning  fands  and  impradicable  morafles,  and 
regions  of  perpetual  ice;  or  frequent  defarts  and  forefts, 
where  they  muft  defend  themfelves  againft  the  violence 
of  the  efemems,  and  the  attacks  of  wild  beafts ;  how 
cafily  might  they  not  form  themfelves  into  focieties  in 
thefe  delightful  countries,  where  mankind,  exempt  from 
nceeffity,  has  nothing  to  purfue  but  pieafure ;  where  en- 
joying without  labour  and  anxiety,  the  choiceft  produc- 
tions, and  the  moft  glorious  profpeft  of  the  great  fccne 
of  nature^  they  might  juftly  afliime  the  diftinguifliing 
title  of  Lfords  of  the  Creation.     Thefe  deligbtfut  fcenes 
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BOOK  prefcnted  thcmfelvcs  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  and 
^'^    ^  in  the  plains  of  Indoftan.      The  air  is  perfumed  with 
the  moll  delicious  fruits,  and  affords  a  wholeforoe  and 
refrefliing  nourifliment ;  the  trees  form  a  (hade  inpcne- 
trable  to  the  rays  of  the  fun  ;  while  the  living  animals 
that  arc  difperfed  over  the  globe,  cannot  fubfift  in  other 
parts  without  devouring  each  other,  they  (hare  in  India, 
in  common  with  their  mafter,  the  fweets  of  plenty  and 
fecurity.     Even  at  this  day,  when  we  may  think  that 
the  earth  muft  have  been  exhaufted  by  the  produflions 
of  fo  many  ages,  and  their  confumption  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, Indodan,  if  we  except  a  few  fan,^y*"and  barren 
diftrids,  is  flill  the  mod  fruitful  country  in  the  ,world' 
ReligioDf        The  fyftem  of  morals  in  this  country  is  no  lefs  ex- 
govem-      traordinary  than  the  fyftem  of  nature.    When  we  fix 
cuftoms  of  ^^^  eyes  ^^  ^^^^  v^ft  region,  where  nature  hath  exerted 
Indoftan.    her  utmoft  efforts  for  the  happinefs  of  man,  we  cannot 
but  regret  that  man  hath  done  all  in  his  power  to  oppofe 
her.     The  rage  of  conqiieft,  and  what  is  gp  lefs  dcftruc- 
tive  an  evil,  the  grefidinefsj^f  traders  hav^,  in  their  turns, 
ravaged  and  opprefled  the  fineft  country  on  the  face  of 
the  globe. 

Notwithstanding  the  numbers  of  favs^ge  ban- 
ditti, and  other  ftrangers,  whom  war  or  defire  of  gain  has 
invited  to  the  Indies,  it  is  eafy  to  diftinguifh  the  ancient 
inhabitants.  There  is  not,  however,  fo  much  difference 
in  the  ca(l  of  complexion  and  outward  appearance  of, 
thefe  people,  as  in  the  particularities  of  their  charader ; 
oppreffed  as  they  have  been  with  the  yoke  of  tyranny,  or 
rather  of  the  wildeft  anarchy,  they  have  not  adopted 
either  the  manners,  the  laws,  or  the  religion  of  their 
mafters.  Their  continual  experience  of  all  the  horrors 
of  war,  all  the  exceffes  and  vices  of  which  human  na- 
ture is  capable,  has  not  tainted  their  charaQer.  No- 
thing has  ever    been  able  to  reconcile  the    tender, 

humane 
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haniane  and  timorous  In<Inin  to  fcercs  of  blood,  or  to ^  ^  ^  K 
animate  him  with  the  courage  and  fpirit  of  rebelKon.        '* 
His  vices  arifc  foldj  from  weaknefs.  • 
The  jadicknis  traYeller»  who  triweHin^  Che  plains  of 
'  Egypt,  fees  tranls  of  columns,  mutUated  ftatnes,  bro* 
ken  entablatures,  and   immenfe   p^i^amkfs   that  have 
efcipcd  the  ravages  of  war  atod  tkne^.  di^rfed  abotit 
the  country,  is  loft  in  admiration  at  4he  view  of  ihe 
rains  of  a  nation  which  no  bnger  esiifls.     He  cannot 
now  find  out  the  iituation  of  Thebes,'  'that  city  ft>  ce- 
lebrated  ig  antiquity  for  it«  htfridred-  gdtes ;  birt  the 
venerable  rerhains  of  its  temples  and  of  its  tomlm,  give 
Wm  a  higher  idea  of  its  magnificence  than  the  defcripl 
iions  of  Herodotus  and  Diodof  us  Sieutus. 

When  we  attentively  exaitifrne  th^  aceottnta  givim 

bjr  travellers  of  the  mannera  of  the  natives  of  Indii; 

we  feem  to  wander  among  heaps  of  rains,  tfce  iMiains 

of  an  immenfe  fabric.    The  original  form  is  16ft,  but 

enough  is  prHcrved  to-  eonviiice  us  of  the  majnificehee 

«nd  regdafity  of  the  plans.  "^'Aihiifc  a  variety  of  tlb* 

ford  f^erftitSons,  fuer'de  and  escttavag^nt  ctfftoms, 

'fttangc  ceremoniea  and  prejudices^  w«  may  <R(btfV^ 

the  traces  of  fniMime  moralitjr,  ii^p  philofophyr  *nd 

refined  poKcy;  hnt  whew  !iMe«fteftipt^  4rato  the  m« 

Ngbosand  civil  inftitutions  to  their  4eitfrce,  wo'fiiid^btft 

Aity  are  loft  in  the  maze  of  antiq^rily.  -By  tlie  ttioft  an* 

cicnt  traditions,  the  Indians  appear  to  hi^bf  eoit  th«4ifA 

who  received  the  rudiments  of  fcience,  and  the  polUli 

of  cfrJfkzation.    But  their  {egffla^ilteTydetn  has  never 

been  tfifcoyered ;  and  the  anciems  ^heMkifeivetfteiDOiiiy 

to  have  retained  fotne  fragments  of  it.  = 

In  India  are  found  the  traces  of  a  multitude  of  Aiper^ 
ftttions  obfervances,  arts,  fports,  errors  and  truths  of 
srtl  kinds,  which  have  been  ^idopted  by  aknodall  nati«- 
ons. 

Vol.  I.  D  The 


34  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

The  Indians  themfelves  are  ignorant  of  the  origiaof 
their  religion  and  policy :  they  have  to  this  day  pre- 
ferved  cuftoms  ivhich  mud  certainly  have  owed  theii* 
rife  to  a  fyftem  that  no  longer  exifts  :  the  fpirit  of  their 
political  conftitution  is  loft,  and  every  branch  of  it  et- 
ther  changed  or  corrupted*     Their  religion^    which 
was  of  the  allegorical  and  moral  kind,  hath  degenerat- 
ed into  ji  heap  of  extravagant  and  obfcene  fuperftitions, 
owing  to  their  having  realized  ihofe  fiSions   which 
were  intended  merely  as  fo  many  fymbols  and  emblems. 
W|;re  it  poffiblc  to  obtain  a  fight  of  their  facred 
JbNOoksy  the  only  remains  there  are  of  the  Indian  antiquir 
tJcs^  we  mighty  .iij  fome  meafurc,  ^e  enabled  to  remove 
the  veil  that  envelopes  thefe  numerous  myftertes ;  but 
.we  have  little  reafon  to  hope  that  we  (hall  ever  be  in- 
jrtlfted  with  fuch  a  communication. 

Thi;  emperor .  Mabmjqud  Akebar  took  it  into  his 
hc^d  to  make  hjnifelf  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
all  the  religious  feds  throughout  his  extenfive  provinces. 
Haying  <iifcar4ed  the  fuperftitious  notions  wi  tb  which 
he  bad  been  prepoire(re4  by  his  education  in  the  Mo- 
hapnmedan  relig^n,  he  refolved  to  judge  for  himfelC> 
It  wjfs  eafy  fpr  him, to  be  jnforn^ed  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
fyftemsy  that  are  f^rm^ed  upon  the  plan  of  making  pro- 
felyie^ ;  but  be  found  himfiBlf  diiappointed  in  hisdeiign» 
when  he  came  to  treajt  with  the  Indians,  who  will  not 
admit  any  perfon  whatever  to  the  participation  of  their 
myfteries,  ,  { 

Neither  thp  authority  nor  promifes  of  Akebar 
could  prevail  ^yit^{l  the  Bramins  to  difclofe  the  tenets  of 
their  religion;  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  have  re-; 
courfe  to  artifiQe..  The  ftratagem  he  made  ufe  of  was 
to  caufe  an  infapfj  of 4he  name  of  Feizi»  to  be  com- 
mitted to,  the  care  of  thefe  priefts,  as  a  poor  orphan  of 
the  facerdotal  line,  who  alone  could  be  initiated  into 
...  -  the 
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xht  facred  rites  of  their  theology.     Feizi,  having  re^  B  O  O  iC 
ceived  the  proper  inftrudiofls  for  the  part  he  was, to 
ad,  was   conveyed  privately  to  Benarea^  the  feat. of 
knowledge  in  Indoftan  ;  he  was  received  ioto  the  bouft 
of  a  learned  Braminy  who  educated  him  with  thefame^ 
care  as  if  he  had  been  his  Ton.     After  the  youth. hitd' 
fpent  ten  years  in  (lMdy>  Akebar  was  defirous  of  rccaU 
ling  him;  but  he  was  ftruck  with  the  charmr  of  tlie 
daughter  of  his  preceptor.  ..^;. 

The  women  of  the  facerdotal  trS)e  are  looked  upon' 
as  the  greateft  beauties  in  Indofian.     The  old  Bramin 
laid  no  reftraint  on  the  growing  paiEon  of  the  two  lov-^ 
ers;  he  was  fond  of  Feizi,  who  had  gained  his  affeSi* 
on  by  his  addrefs  and  docility,  and  offered  him  hts 
daughter  in  marriage.     The  young  man  divided  be* 
tween  love  and  gratitudes  refdved  to  conceal  the  fraud- 
no  longer  ;  and>  falling  at  the.j[eet.pf  the  Bramin>  dif- 
covered  the   impoftur^s  and  aiked  pardon  for  his  of* 
Icnce.  .  , 

The  prieft»  without  reproaching  him  in  the  leaft,  . 
feized  a  poinard  which  hung  ^t  .hijS  girdle,  and  was 
going  to  plunge  it  in  his  br^aftf  jf .  Feizi  hadjibt  pre- 
vented him  by  taking  hold  of  his  arm..  Thfc  young  roan 
ufed  eyery. means-  to  pacffy:vhimy  and  declared  himfelf 
ready  to  do  any  thing  to  expiate  hia^  treachery.     The 
Bramin^.  burfling  into,  tears,  jpro^ifed  to  pardon  htm 
on  condition  that  be  fliould  fwear  never  to  tranilate  the 
BedaSf    or  facred  volomesi  or  difclofe  to  any  perfon 
whatever  the  fymbol  of  the  Bramin  creed.    Feizi  rea-* 
dily  pronoifed  all  that  the.  Bramin  required :  how  far  be 
kept  his  vfoxA  is  not  known  ;  but  the  facred  bobkt  of 
theindians  have  nev^r.  beep,  trf^f^ilatcd  by  him*  .or  atiy 
one  elfe,   to  this  day.   ,       .  ;  ..     .  t  . 

As  the  BraminfMire.iheonJly.ferfons  who  wnd^nftiind- 
the  language,!^  ti\^  facf,ed  t^kyaheif  commentsr^Mi  ^e 
^xt  are  tlie  fame  as  thofe  which  have  ever  been  made 
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B  O  O  K  on  religioos  books  (  all  tht  maxima  which  £anC7>  *nter«- 
eft,  paiSoa  or  £ftlfa  Mai  can  fuggcA,  art  to  ba  fbufid  in 
thcfe  nolBmea.  Thde  ex^hifive  pretenfietis  of  the  iiw 
tari^eters  of  religion  hate  grren  tham  that  unboumiiHt 
lofltMnce  oTcr  the  peopie,  vrhicb  impoftors  and  fanatict 
will  not  (ail  to  exert  over  men  who  have  not  the  cotirage 
to  coofidt  either  their  own  r«afbn»  or  their  own  feeling). 
.  Fro  ML  the  Indue  to  the  Ganges^  the  f^edam  is  univer- 
fatly  received  as  the  book  that  contsins  the  principles  of 
reBgton  %  but  the  generality  differ  on  feverat  points  rela- 
tive to  failb  and  pradice.  That  fpirit  of  debate  and 
refineoKnt,  which  for  fo  many  ages  has  infeded  the 
pbiiolbphy  of  our  fdiools^  has  made  ftill  farther  progrefs 
aaipi^tbe  Biatnins^  and  caufad  more  aMirdilies  in  their 
dodrines^.  than  ithas^intrDdaced  into  oars,  by  a  mixture 
of  Platonifm^  whieh  is  perhaps  itfcif  derived  from  the 
doSrims  of  the  Bramios^ 

TnnoxlOHOtfT  aH  kidoftaa,  the  laws  of  gtjvern- 
ment,  cudoms  and  manners  make  a  part  of  religion  ; 
being  all  derind  fmm  Brama,  a  being  far  fuperior  in 
dignity  to  the  huiMp  race,  the  inter()rettr  of  the  divi- 
Bity^  the  atttkor  of  the  (acred  books^  and  the  great 
lawgiver  o£  India. 

Tmbiue  isfome  r^ibtt  to  ))etieve  that  Brama  was 
pofleflfed  of  the  fevereign  antiierrity^  as  his  religrous  in- 
fUtutioms  were  evidently  designed  to  infpire  the  people 
witih  a  profound  reverence  and  great  love  for  their  coun- 
try^ and  parttcukrly  levelted  agatnft  the  Yices  incident 
to  the  climate.  Few  refigton^  feem  t6  have  been  (b 
welt  adapted  to  the  countries  for  which  fhey  were  cal- 
culated/ ' 

Thz  Indians  enter tatn  the  fame  rdiglocts  veneration 
for  him,  as  they  do  for  the  three  capital  rivers  of  Indof- 
tan,  the  Indas,  the  CriAina  and  the  Ganges.  It  was  he 
who  rendered  fecred  the  atiimal  that  rs  moit  lerrviceable 
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is  the  cultivatmi  of  Itod,  as  well  as  the  cow»  whofe  BOOK 
milk  is  fo  wboldbme  t  nQurifllincnt  in  hot  countries.  ^  ^\ 
To  him  thty  afcribc  the  divifion  of  the  people  into 
tribes  or  tafteSf  difttnguiihed  from  each  other  by  their 
poUtleal  and  religious  principfcs*  This  inftitution  is 
atitecedent'to  all  traditions  and  known  records^  and  may 
be  confidered  as  the  naoft  firiking  proof  of>  the  great  an- 
tiquity of  ih^  Indians.  Notbiog  appears  more  contraiy 
Co  the  natural  progrefs  of  focial  coniwfiions,  than  this 
diftribution  of  the  members  of  theramecommanityin'. 
Codiitind  dafies.  Such  an  idea  coaid  only  be  the  refult 
of  a  ftudied  plan  of  legiilation>  which  pre^fuppofes  a 
great  proficiency  in  civilisation  and  knowledge.  Ano- 
ther circumilance  Aill  more  extraordinary  is^  that  this 
diftindion  fliodd  continue  To  many  ages,  after  the  lead- 
ing idea  and  comie£ting  tie  was  forgotten ;  and  affords 
us  a  remarkable  example  of  tfaa  ftnength  of  national 
prejudices^  when  ian6diied   by  religious  ideas. 

The  nation  is  divided  into  four  clafles^  the  Bramahi, 
die  fddiery)  hufbandmen  and  mechanics !  theieelafles 
have  thdr  fubdivi(i«ns/  lliere  are  feveral  onders  of  Bra- 
nuns:  thofe  who  mix  in  focietyare,  for  the  nsoftpart, 
^ery  corraptiu  their  momis;  they  believe  that  the  ara^ 
ter  of  die  Ganges  will  waih  away  all  their  crimes ;  and 
as  they  are  not  fubjed  to  any  civil  jurildidion,  live  with- 
out either  refiniint  or  VtrtuCf  excerpting  that  charafier  of 
coiiipaifion  and  charity  which  is  fe  commonly  found  ih 
the  mild  climate  of  India. 

Thx  others  wiio  live  abflraded  ffom  the  world,  are 
dither  weak  minded  men  or  etitbufiafts,  and  abandon 
themielves  to  iaxinefs,  fuperflltion,  aiid  the  dream  of 
metapfayitcs.  We  find  in  their  difpates  the  very  fame 
ideas  that  ocour  in  the  writings  of  our  mod  celebrated 
metaphyficians,  foch  as,  fubftance,  accident,  priority, 
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BOOK  pofieiiorit/9  immutability,  indivifibility,  the  viral  and 
fehfitive  fou) ;  but  writh  tbis  differenccy  that  whereas  in 
India  thefe  fine  difcoveries  are  ve*ry  ancient,  it  Is  but  a 
very  (hort^ime  fmce  father  Lombards  Thomas  Aqui- 
nas»  Leibnitz,  and  Mallebranche  aftonifhed  all  Europe 
with  their  d^terity  in  raifing  their  vifionary  fyftems. 
As  jthis  abftraded  manner  of  reafbning  was  derived  to 

•us  from  the  Greek  philofephers,  whofe  refinement  we 
hftvo  gone  far  beyond,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 

.Greeks  themfelves  might  have  borrowed  this  ridiculous 
knowledge  from  the  Indians ;  unlefs  we  rather  ^hufe  to 

.fuppofe,  that  as  the  principles  of  metaphyfics  lie  open 

.to  the  capacities  of  all  nations,  the  indolence  of  the 
Bramins  may  have  produced  the  fame  eSeO.  in  India,  as 

.that  of  our  monks  has  done  in  Europe ;  not  with  (landing 
the  inhabitants  of  one  country  had  never  communicat- 

!ed  thetr  do£lrineB  to  thofe  of  the  other. 

Such  are  thedefcendanh  of  the  ancient  Brachmans, 

.whom  antiiquity  neVer  fpeaks  of  but  with  admiration  ; 
beciufe  the  affedation  of  auQerity  and  myftery,  and  the 

•privilege  of  declaring  the  will  of  heaven  have  impofed 
upon  the  vulgar  in  all  ages.  The  Greeks  afcribe  the 
do£trine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul^  to  certain  no* 
tions  concerning  the  nature  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and 
future  rewards  and  punifliments. 

To  this  fpecies  of  knowledge  which  is  the  more  flat«- 
tering  to  the  curiofity  of  man  in  proportion  as  it  tran«> 
fcends  his  weak  capacity,  the  Brachmans  added  an  in*, 
finite  number  of  religious  obfervances,  which  were  a- 
dopted  by  Pythagoras  in  his  fchool ;  fuch  as  fading, 
prayer,  filence,  and  contemplation ;  virtues  of  the  ima* 
gination,  which  have  a  more  powerful  efFeS  upon  the 
vulgar  than  thpfe^.o/  »  ufeful  and  bfnevcJefit  tendency. 
The  Brachmans  were  looked  upon  as  the  friends  of  th? 
gods,  bec^ufe  they  affeSed  to  pay  them  fo  much  re- 
gard j 
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gard  and  as  the  protedors  of  mankind,  becaufe  they  BOOK 
paid  riietn  no  regard  at  all.   No  boonds  were  therefore 
fet  to  the  refped  and  gratitude  that  were  ihown  them  ; 
•princes  themfelves  did  not  fcniple  to  confiilt  thefe  re* 
dufes  upon  any  critical  conjutidurCf  from  a  ruppo(iti» 
on,  no  doubt,  that  they  were  infpired,  (iyce  it  was  im- 
pofllble  to  imaging  that  they  had  the  advantages  of  ex- 
perience.   After  all,  we  can  hardly  deny  that  there 
might  be  among  them  fome  men  of  real  virtue,  whofe 
minds  reiifhcd  the  pure  and  ingenuous  delights  of  fiudy 
and  fcience  ;  and  who,  by  nobly  raifing  their  thoughts 
to  the  contemplation  of  theifirA  Being,  had  but  the 
ftronger  reafon   to  render  themfelves   worthy  of  his 
care,  and  none  to  juftify  them  in  deceiving,  and  tyran^ 
fiizing  over  their  fellow-creatures. 

.The  military  clafs  confifts  of  the  Rajas  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandei,  and  the  Nairs  on  the  coaft  of  Mala- 
bar. There  are  likewife  whole  nations,  the  Canar  and 
tbQ  Marattas  for  inftaace^  who  aiTume  the  profeKTion* 
cither  becaufe  they  are  the  defendants  of  fomie  tribes 
originally  devoted  to  armsi  or  becaufe  times  aad  cir* 
cumftances  have  introduced  a  change  in  their  primitive 
inftitutions. 

The  third  cUb  confifts  entirely  of  hufbandmen^ 

and  there  are  few  countries  where  this  fet  of  men  have 

a  better  title  to  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow -fubjedis ; 

they  are  laborious  and  indudrious,  perfe&ly  acquaint* 

ed  with  the  art  of  diftribut;ing  th^ir  rivuletA,  .and  of 

making  the  burning  foil  they  inhaMt  as  fertile  as  poili- 

ble.     They  are  in  India  what  they*  would  be  every 

where  elfe,  if  not  corrupt  or  oppreffed  by  government, 

the  mod  honeft  and  virtuous  of  men.     This  clafs  which 

was  formerly  much  refpeded,  was  free  from  tyranny, 

and  the  ravages  of  war ;  never  were  the  hufbaodmen 

obliged  to  bear  arms;  their  lands  and  their  labours  were 
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9  O  O  K  held  equally  fiicred ;  they  phmghed  their  fields  within 
view  of  contending  armies,  who  fuflFered  them  4o  pur<i' 
fue  their  peaceful  toil  without  nioleftatioti  $  their  ctrti 
was  neter.lbt  on  fire,  nor  their  trees  cut  down ;  religi^ 
on  toa^  that  alUpowerful  principle,  lent  her  afiiftance  to 
reafoDt  whicbf  though  it  inculcates  iadeed>  the  proprie<i> 
tj  of  protefiing  ofeful  occupatione,  has  not  of  ttfelf 
iufficient  influence  to  enforce  the  execution  of  its  ova 
kw8«    . 

THi  tribe  of  tneehanlts  was  branched  out  into  m$ 
minv  iiibdtvifions  m  there  are  trades ;  no  one  was  aU 
lowed  to  relinquifh  the  profeflton  of  his  parents  \  for 
which  rcafon  induftry  and  vaflalage  bate  ever  gone 
hand  in  band,  tnd  carried  the  arts  to  us  high  perfedioft 
as  they  can  poffibly  attain  without  the  iidiftaftce  of  taft^ 
and  imaginationf  which  feldom  unfold  then^felvet  but 
under  ihe  kind  influeiices  of  emulatioi^  and  liberty. 

BssiOEs  thcfe  tribes,  there  is  a  fi/th,  which  is  the 
outcafi  <yf  all  the  reft ;  the  inembers  of  it  are  employed 
in  the  naeaneft  MEces  of  fociety ;  they  bury  the  dead* 
carry  tway  dirt,  and  live  upon  theflefli  of  animals  that 
die  natural  deaths  \  they  are  held  io  fuch  abhorrence 
that  if  any  of  their  fociety  dares  to  touch  any  perfon  be-* 
longing  to  the  other  clafles,  h^  has  a  right  to  kill  bim  on 
the  fpot  3  they  are  called  Parias. 
.  Ik  Miilabar  there  is  another  rate  oftn^n,  taHed  Pou« 
lichees*  whofuffer  ftill  greater  injuries  and  hardihips; 
they  inhabit  the  fore^  ;  where  they  are  not  permitted  to 
build  hutfty  but  are  obliged  to  make  a  kind  of  neft  upon 
the  trees;  when  thfey  ^tt,  fSreffed  with  hunger,  they 
howl  like  wild  b^afts  to  ciceite  the  compaflion  of  the  paf- 
fenger*.  The?  rtoft  -thwitable  aiftofig  the  Indians  depo* 
fit  fome  rice  tfr  oihef  food  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  and  re- 
tire with  tM  polRlile  hafte  to  give  the  famHhed  wretch  an 
opporfuhky  of  taking  it  without  meeting  with  bis  bcne*- 

fador^ 
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ftAor,  who  weuU  think  bimfeif  polluted  by  coining  BOOK 
near  him*  ^* 

The  Europeans,  by  living  with  thefe  unhappy  peo- 
ple upon  terms  of  common  humanity,  at  length  made 
themfelves  almoft  equally  the  objefia  of  deteftatton  a- 
mong  th«  Indians.  This  detcftation  prevails  even  to 
this  day  in  the  inland  parts  of  the  country^  where  the 
want  of  ihtercourfe  keeps  alive  thdfc  rooted  prejudices^ 
which  wearoff  gradually  near  the  fcacoafts,  where  the 
loterefts  and  mutual  wants  of  commerce  unite  men 
with. each  ocher^  and  confequently  introduce  jufter  no- 
tions of  human  nature. 

All  thefe  claflfes  are  for  ever  feparated  from  each  o* 
ther  by  unfurmountable  barriers;  they  arc  not  allows 
ed  to  intermarry*  live,  or  eat  together.  Whoever 
tranfgrefles  this  rule,  is  baniflied  as  a  difgrace  to  his 
tribe. 

But  when  they  go  in  pilgrimage  to  the  temple  of 
Jagrenar,  or  the  Supreme  Being,  the  cafe  is  quite  al- 
tered. At  thefe  feafons  the  Bramins,  the  Raja  or  Nair, 
the  hufbandman  and  mechanic  carry  their  offerings, 
and  eat  and  drink  promifcuouily ;  they  are  there  admo« 
ntihed  that  the  dlftindions  of  birth  are  of  human  in- 
ftitotion,  and  that  all  men  arc  brethren  and  children  of 
the  fame  God. 

Those  retigtous  fentiments,  which  have  given  a 
hti&ioti  to  this  fnbordination  of  ranks  among  the  Indi- 
ans, have  not  had  fufficient  influence  to  preveint  them' 
entirely  from  afpiring  to  thofe   marks  of  dtflinaion 
which  are  appropriated  to  the  foperior  dafles.    That 
^flt  of  ai^bition  (o  natural  to  mankind,  has  fometimes 
exerted  itfelf,  and  Angular  expedients  have  been  tried- 
by  men  jealous  of  fuperiority  to  ihare  with  the  Bm-. 
mtns  the  Tetieration  of  the  multitude  ;  tbis  has  given 
rife  to  a  racfeof  monks  known  in  India  by  the  name  of/ 

FAkirs. 

Men 
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BOOK      Men  of  all  the  tribes  or  caftcs  arc  permitted  to  fol- 
low this  claHs  of  life;  nothing  more  is  required  than  to 
emulate  the  Bramins  in  abftraded  contemplation  and 
indolence ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  are  obliged  to 
furpafs  them  in  exteniive  aufterities^  which  ftrike  the 
mildtft  people  in  the  world  with  religious  horror.  The 
appearance  of  thefe  fanatics  exceeds  imagination  ;  fome 
of  ihem  wallow  in  the  dirt,  others  accuftom  themfelves 
to  painful  poflures,  extending  their  arms  over  their 
head  till  they  are  unable  to  recover  their  natural  pofiti- 
on  ;  and  a  third  fort  continue  (landing  feven  or  eight 
days  together,  which  occafions  prodigious  fwellings  in 
their  legs;  they  all  of  them  enter  inio  an  engagement 
never  to  wafti  their  bodies,  or  comb  their  hair ;  and  to 
oppofe  and  difgrace  nature,  with*  view  of  rccona- 
mending  themfelves  to  its  author.    The  rcfpcft-pmid 
them  by  the  people  is  their  only  recompcnfe  for  thefc 
facrifices,  which  infinitely  exceed  all  the  mortifications 
pradifed  by  the  European  monks ;  if  thofe  may  be 
called  mortifications,  which  are  nothing  more  than  fiu' 
gular  ceremonies  pradifed  at  an  early  age,  when  to  get 
rid  of  fcruples  concerning  the  gratification  of  natural 
and  forbidded  paflions,  the  youthful  imagination  ar- 
dently embraces  any  fyflem  of  life,  however  extrava- 
gant, provided  it  has  received  the  public  fandionj  and 
is  calculated  to  admintfter  to  their  pleafures. 

Though  in  the  facrcd  books  of  the  Indians  we  do 
not  meet  with  thofe  in  (lances  of  the  marvellous,  which 
fpmetimes  ftrike  fo  forcibly  in  the  Greek  theology,  their 
mythology  is  as  irregular  as  that  of  almoft  any  other  peo- 
ple. We  do  not  find,  in  particular,  any  connexion  be- 
tween their  religious  principles  and  the  ieveral  claflTes 
that  form  the  bafis  of  their  government.  The  (haftah, 
which  is  looked  upon  by  feme  as  a  Commentary  on  the 
vedam,  and  by  others  as  as  original  workj  an  e^tra£t  of 

\yhicbi 
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which,  lately  publiftied  in  England,  has  thrown  fomt  BOOK 
light  upon  this  fubjeft.  This  book  teaches  that  the 
eternal  being  abforbed  in  the  contennplation  of  his  own 
-eflence,  formed  the  refolution  of  creating  beings,  who 
might  partake  of  his  glory.  He  fpoke,  and  angels  rofe 
into  exiftence  ;  they  fang  in  concert  the  praifes  of  their 
creator,  and  harmony  reigned  in  the  celeflial  region, 
when  two  of  ihefe  fpirits  having  revolted,  drew  a  legion 
after  them.  The  Supreme  Being  drove  them  into  a 
place  of  torment,  from  whence  they  were  rcleafed  at 
ihe  interceflion  of  the  faithful  angels,  upon  conditions, 
which  at  once  infpired  them  with  joy  and  terror.  The 
rebels  were  fentenced,  under  difierent  forms,  to  undergo 
puniQiments  in  the  loweft  of  the  fifteen  planets,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  enormity  of  their  firft  ofiFence ;  accord* 
ingly  each  angel  underwent  eighty  feven  tratifmigrations 
upon  earth,  before  he  animated  the  body  of  a  cowy 
which  holds  the  firft  rank  among  the  animal  tribes. 
Thefe  different  tranfmigrations  are  coniidered  as  foma* 
ny  flages  of  expiation,  preparatory  to  a  (late  of  proba- 
tion, which  commences  as  foon  as  the  angel  tranfmi- 
grates  from  the  body  of  the  cow  into  a  human  body  ;  in 
this  fituation  the  creator  enlarges  his  intelledual  facul- 
ties, and  conilitutes  him  a  free  agent;  and  his  good  or 
bad  condu£t  haftensor  retards  the  feafon  of  his  pardon. 
The  good  are  at  their  death  re-united  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  the  wicked  begin  anew  the  asra  of  their  ex- 
piation. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  according  to  this  tradition  of 
the  fliaftah,  the  metempfychofis  is  anadual  punifhment, 
and  that  the  fouls  that  animate  the  generality  of  the 
brute  creation,  are  nothing  more  than  wicked  fpirits. 
This  explanation  is  certainly  not  univerfally  adopted  in 
India.  It  was  probably  invented  by  fome  devotee  of  a* 
jnelancboly  and  rigid  ciift  $  as  the  dodrine  of  the  tranf- 

migration 
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BOOK  migration  of  fouls  feems  originaUy  to  have  be^n  found«- 
^_  ,  cd  rather  on  hope  than  fear. 

In  hStf  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  only  adopt* 
ed  at  firft  u  an  idea  that  flattered  and  foothed  humanU 
ty^  and  would  eafily  be  embraced  in  a  country  where 
mankind^  living  under  the  influence  of  a  delicious  cli^ 
mate,  and  a  mild  governmentt  began  to  befenfibleof 
the  fliortnefs  of  life.    A  fyflem  which  extended  life  be» 
yond  its  natural  limits  could  not  fail  to  be  well  received. 
It  is  a  confolation  to  an  old  man,  who  fees  hirafelf  defert* 
ed  by  aH  that  is  dear  to  himj  to  imagioe  that  bis  enjoy* 
ments  will  ftill  remain,  and  that  his  diflToIutbn  only  o- 
pens  a  paflagc  to  another  fcene  of  exifl«nce.     At  the 
fame  time»  it  is  equally  matter  of  confolation  to  the 
friends  who  attend  h'mi  in  his  laft  moments,  to  thinks 
that  in  leaving  the  world  he  does  not  relinquifli  the 
hopes  of  rifing  once  more  into  life.    Hence  was  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  the  dofirine  of  tranfmigration.  Rea« 
fonj  dtflatisfied  with  this  illuflon,  may  urge  in  vain^ 
that  without  recolledion  there  can  be  no  continuance 
or  identity  of  being ;  and  that  if  a  man  does  not  re«» 
member  that  he  has  exifted>  he  is  in  the  (ante  fituation 
as  if  he  had  never  exhifted  before  :*--^Senttment  a- 
dopted  what  reafon  difallowed. 

The  fliaftah,  no  doubt,  has  given  a  greater  air  oi 
feverity  to  the  do£brine  of  the  metempfychofis^  with  a 
view  of  making  it  more  tnftrumental  in  fupport-* 
ing  the  fyflem  of  morality  it  was  neceflTary  to  eftablifli* 
In  fad,  upoii  this  idea  of  the  tranfmigration  oonfidered 
in  the  light  of  a  pumihmcm,  they  explain  the  duties 
which  the  angels  were  required  to  perform^  The  prin* 
cipal  ones  were  charity,  abAinence  from  animal  food, 
and  a  fcrupulnus  adherence  to  the  profeffion  of  their 
anceftors.  This  iad^^memioned  prejudice,  in  which  all 
people  feem  to  agree,  notwithftandtng  they  diflSerm 
ifbeir  opinions  concerning  its  origin>  is  without  a  paral- 
lel. 


IN  tUB  BAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  45 

lei,  if  we  except  among  the  ancient  Egyptians,  whofe  BOOK 
inftkmions  have  feme  kin^  of  htftorkal  relation  to  tbofe 
of  the  Indians,  which  are  now  unknown  to  us.  But 
thoQgh  tbe  Egypuan  taws  eftabllihed  a  diftindion  of 
ranks,  ixme  wete  hetd  in  contempt ;  while  oti  the  contra* 
ry,  the  laws  of  Brama,  by  the  hitrodu&ion,  perhaps, 
df  fame  abufes,  feem  to  have  condemned  one  part  of 
the  natiott  to  pam  and  infamy. 

There  is  reaTon  to  believe  that  the  Indians  were  a!- 
moft  as  eiviltxed  when  Brama  inftirured  his  laws,  as 
tliey  arc  at  prefent.  Whenever  a  community  begins  to 
to  affume  a  certain  form,  it  naturally  divides  Into  feve- 
la)  ciafl[es>  accordhjgto  the  variety  and  extent  of  thofe 
airts  that  are  neceflfary  to  fupply  its  demands. 

It  wasdonMlefs  the  intention  of  Brama>  by  confirm- 
iag  tberfe  drffcrefit  profeffions  by  fanfitions  of  religion, 
smd  coafintDg  the  exetcife  of  them  perpetually  to  the 
fame  families,  to  give  them  a  laftmg  ^ftablifliment  on 
political  principles  $  but  he  did  not  forefee  that  by  thefe 
means  he  ftould  ^Mtruft  the  progrefs  of  difcoveries, 
whicliy  in  the  end,  might  give  rife  to  new  occupations. 
Accordin^y,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  fcrupulous  atten- 
tkm  paidby  the  Indians  at  this^  day  to  the  taw$  of  Brama, 
wc  naaysaffitm  that  indnftry  hais  made  no  advances  ^* 
m^ng  this  ptopte,  fince  the  time  of  this  legiflator ;  and 
tiiae  tliey  were  aimoft  as  civi}i2:ed  as  they  are  at  prefent» 
pthto  thef  fyA  received  his  laws.  This  remark  is  fuiS* 
Ciena  10  give  ts  an  idea  of  the  antiquity  of  thefe  people, 
who  have  made  no  improvements  in  knowledge  fince  atf 
aera  Which  feeflfts  >fo  be  the  moft  ancient  in  hiftory. 

Sn  AMIA  'prefcribcd  different  kinds  of  food  for  thefe  re- 
fptStivc  tribes.  The  military,  and  fome  other  tanks^' 
were  permitted  to  eat  venifon  and  mutton.  Fifli  was  air! 
Icywetf  to  fome  htrfbandmen,  and  n^echanics.  Others 
Hved  up<m  mBk  aiid  vegetables.  None  of  the  Bramms 
ateafiy  *»g^***^*«dJ*-  Upott  die  whole,  llscfe  pco-^* 

pic 
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B  O  O  K  pie  are  extremely  fober;  but  their  abfl'inence  varies  in 
proportion  to  tb>e  greater  or  lefs  labour  required  in  their 
profeflions. 

They  marry  in  their  infancy,  and  their  wives  main*, 
tain  a  charader  of  fidelity  unknown  in  other  countries. 
Some  of  the  fuperior  ranks  are  allowed  the  privilege  of 
having  fcveral  wives.  It  is  well  known  that  thofe  of 
the  Bramins  burn  themfelves  on  the  death  of  their  huf- 
bandsy  and  they  feem  to  be  the  only  perfons  who  are 
obliged  to  it  by  the  laws.  Others,  however,  are  fond 
of  following  their  example,  led  by  that  point  of  honour 
to  which  fo  many  viSims  are  facrificed  in  all  countries. 
This  cruel  injundion  is  confined  to  widows  who  have 
no  ilTue.  Thofe  who  have  children  are  expe£bed  to 
take  care  of  their  education  and  fettlement  in  the  world. 
Were  it  not  for  this  precaution,  the  ftate,  which  ought 
to  be  the  guardian  of  thefe  orphans,  would  be  laden 
with  a  very  oppreffive  burthen. 

Since  the  Moguls  became  maftersof  Indofian,  thefe 
horrible  fpedacles  have  been  very  rniich  diminilhed  ;  as. 
it  cods  a  fum  too  conGderable  for  any  bu(  the  rich  ta 
obtain  a  licence  for  that  purpofe.  But  t^is  obftacle  hasi 
fometimes  made  their  inclinations  the  ftroQger.  Some, 
women  have  been  known  tQ  devote  themfelyesforfeve«< 
ral  years  to  the  loweft  and  nipA  laborious  employments^, 
in  order  to  raife  money  to  defray  the  expeoces  of  thist 
extravagant  fuicide.  Others  have  been  more  eagerly:- 
ambitiQus  of  facrificing  themfelves,  in  proportion  as 
fc^nes  of  this  kind,  became  lefs  common. 

A  FEW  years  ago  a  youngs  beautiful,  and  rich.widow^: 
of  Surat,  afpired  to  this  high  honour..  The  governor 
refufed  to  grant  her  permiffion  to.  confign  herfelf,  toge- 
ttier  with  fo  many  valuable  endowments,  to  the  flames. 
The  lady,  full  of  indignation,  took  a  handful  of  burn-, 
ing  coaU,  and,  fi^emingly  regardlefs  9^:  the  pain,  faid  in 
a  firm  t«ne  to  the  governor,  ^con/W^r. /lo/ jibiw /i^ /#«-. 

iernefs 
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demefs  of  my  age  ;  fee  vtitb  vjbat  infenfibtlUy  I  bold  ibis  BOOK 
fre  in  my  bands ;  and  know  that  witb  equal  conjiancyf  I  _  _  , 
Jhall  tbrow  my f elf  into  ibe  flames. 

All  the  women*  however,  are  not  animated  with 
this  enthufiaflic  intrepidity.  Many  of  them*  who  were 
ambitious  of  devoting  themfelves  to  the  manes  of  their 
hufbandsy  have  been  feized  with  an  involuntary  tremor 
when  their  approaching  fate  appeared  in  all  its  horrors. 
To  encourage  them  to  this  great  aSion,  fo  contrary 
to  reafon  and  nature,  a  mixture  is  given  them,  whichy 
by  ftupifying.  the  fcnfes,  removes  the  apprefaenfions^ 
which  the  preparation  for  death  mud  unavoidably  oc- 
cafion.  The  moment  the  intoxication  takes  place,  thefe 
unfortunate  widows  are  diredly  thrown  upon  the  fatal 
pile ;  and  to  this  (Iratagem,  invented  by  the  advocates 
for  fanaticifm,  are  to  be  attributed  thofe  Teeming  figns 
of  joy  and  fatisfaftion,  which  appear  in  their  counte* 
nances  at  the  iight  of  thofe  devouring  flames  that  are 
ready  to  reduce  them  to  aihes. 

This  inftitution  is  not  attributed  to  Brama,  but  rather 
feems  to  be  the  invention  of  feme  Bramin,  who  carri« 
ried  his  jealoufy  beyond  the  grave.  This  piece  of  re* 
finement,  didated  by  a  barbarous  and  over*(lrained  af* 
fedion,  is  fuitable  to  the  charader  of  thofe  fuperftiti* 
ous  mortals,  who  think  there  is  an  eflential  merit  in 
rigid  morality,  and  what  they  call  a  fuperior  purity. 

Th£S£  people  are  of  a  mild,  humane  difpofition,  and 
are  almoft  ftrangers  to  th^  pailions  that  prevail  among 
us.  What,  objed  can  ambition  have  among  men  wha 
are  deftined  to  continue  always  in  the  fame  ftate  ?  They 
love  peaceable  labour  and  an  indolent  life  ;  and  often 
quote  this  paflage  of  one  of  their  favourite  authors  ^ 
'27/  better  tofttflill  than  to  walki  ketter  tofteep  than  to 
awake:  But  deatb  is  hefl  ofalh  .  . 

.  .  THEIR; 
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BOOK  Their  temperance^  and  the  exceflive  heats  of  tbe 
^*  climate^  reftrain  the  violence  of  their  paflions^  and  pfc^ 
vent  them  from  having  a  (Irong  defire  for  amorous 
plelfures.  Avarice,  which  reigns  chieBy  in  people  of 
weak  bodies,  and  little  minds,  is  almoft  their  only  paf- 
fion. 

Wfi  may  judge  of  their  ingenuity  in  arts  by  the  fpeci- 
itiens  that  are  brought  from  India.     The  execution  is 
difficult,  but  they  are  deflitute  of  tafte  and  elegance. 
The  (cimccs  arc  ftill  more  negleQed ;  nor  have  they 
the  fcafl  notion  of  mechanics ;  before  they  were  ac- 
quniated  with  the  Mohammedans,  no  bridges  had  ever 
been  e^eded.    The  Pagodas  are  in  general  nothing  more 
than  miferable  ftru6hiresof  a  fquare  form,  admitting  no 
light  but  at  the  entrance,  which  always  fronts  the  eall ; 
thii  dtft€t  is  fupplied  by  tapers,  which  are  kept  burning 
by  the  pious  and  devout.  "It  is  afTerted^  however,  that 
their  great  Pagodas  are  regularly  built,  and  that  the 
ornaments  both  within  and  without,  are  of  confidera- 
Ue  value.    The  idol  is  placed  in  the  center  of  the  buHd- 
iflg  fo  that  the  parties  who  are  not  admitted  into  the 
tempte,  may  have  a  fight  of  it  through  the  gates.     In 
thefe  Pagodas  there  are  cijdems  of  water  for  the  puri- 
iication  of  the  Indian^.     Thcfe  fuperftitious  ceremonies 
•re  thiefly  obferved  by  the  people.    It  is  faid  that  there 
are  (liH  fcme  of  the  Bramins  who  know  how  to  calca- 
ht«  coUpfes;  but  it  is  not  very  cfafy  to  difcover  whether 
thw  is  done  by  means  of  fome  of  their  tables  derived 
from  their  ahceftorsj  or  whether  they  are  aftually  ac- 
quainted with  the  theory  previoufly  neceflary  towards 
tfce  folutien  of  fuch  problems. 

Tttt  tntfitary  clafs  have  chofen  to  fix  their  refidence 
in  the  northern  provinces,  and  the  Peninfola  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  the  inferlbr  tribes.  Hence  it  has  happened, 
tliat  aN  the  powers  who  have  attacked  India  by  fea, 

have 
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have  met  ^tth  fo  little  reftftance.  It  may  not  be  amifs  BOOK 
to  remind  thofe  philofophers  who  matntaio  that  iiian  ^  ^^\ 
is  a  frugWonous  animal,  that  the  mihtary  people  who 
fubfift  upon  animal  fobd^  are  more  robuii,  courageous 
and  fprtghtivy  and  live  longer  than  rhofe  of  the  other 
claflTes  who  feed  upon  vegetables ;  at  the  fame  time  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  the  difference  between  the  iDba- 
bitanls  of  the  north  and  fodlh^  is  of  too  ttniform^a 
caft  to  be  attributed  entirdy  to  the  particular  kind  of 
nouri(hment ;  the  c<)ld  of  the  north,  the  eiafiicity  of 
the  air,  \ck  fertility  and  more  labour  and  exercifOf 
with  a  nrwre  varied  kind  of  life ;  aH  thefe  whet  the  ap- 
petite, brace  the  nerves,  raife  a  fpirit  of  refolutioa  and 
ai&ivity,  and  give- a  firmer  tone  to  the  organs;  on  the 
other  hand  thef  heats  of  the  fotith,  together  with  greiit 
quantities  of  fruit,  an  ina&ive  life,  the  conftant  perfp»- 
ration,  a  more  free  and  more  lavifh  ufe  of  the  meant 
conducive  to  population^  more  indulgehce  in  effemir^ 
nate  pleafures,  and  a  fedentary  and  uniform  courfe  of 
life;  while  thejrincrcafc  the' number  of  births,  occaCon 
a  fpeedier  diflblufioii.  Upon  the  whole  it  ifaoold  fetsiiB^ 
that  though  manwastidt  by  nature  dcffigaod  todoi&fitme 
the  flefli of  ammab,  h^ tsendued with r power  of  ao- 
commodattiig  him&lf  to  the  various  modes  of  *  iife  that 
prevail  in  ^^ry  different  ctixnate,  and*erther  huats  arid 
lives  upon  flefiiy  or  vegetables*  or  turns- fliepherd  or 
hu/bandmaiA  according  to  the  fertility  or  barfennda  of 
the  foil. 

Th£  religion  of  Brama  was  anciently,  and  ftiU  comy. 
tiflfues  to  bty  divided^  into-  eighty*three  fe3:Sf  whicl^ 
agree  in  fome  funda»ieiitai*pomti,  and  have  110  difputeH 
about  the  reft;  tbey  Uvein  amity  with  men  of  all  per- 
fualfons  as  their  own  does:  no(  oblige  them  to  make 
profelytes.  The  Indians  feUocA  admit  flrangers  to 
their  wor(hip>  abd  always  :wiiK:ttl«'frt«(eftrelttdancc; 
Vox-.  I.  E  This 
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BOOK  Thb  was  in  fome  ineafure  the  fpirit  of  the  ancient 
fupetflition ;  as  it  appears  among  the  Egyptians^  the 
Jews»  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans :  and  though  it  has 
occafioned  fewer  ravages  than  the  zeal  of  making  con- 
vertSy  it  prevents  the  intercourfes  of  fociety,  and  raifes 
an  additional  barrier  between  one  people  and  another. 

When  we  coniider  how  kindly  nature  has  provided 

for  the  happinefs   of   thefe   fertile  countries^    where 

'every  want  is  eafiiy  fupplied;  and  that  the  compaf&on- 

4Re  teniper  and  morals  of  the  Indians^  render  them 

equally  *averfe  to  perfecution  and  the  fpirit  of  conqueft, 

wecannot  help  lamenting  that  a  barbarous  inequality 

^ihoukl  have  diftinguifhed  one  part  of  the  nation  by  pow* 

ct  and  privileges^  while  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are 

.loaded  with  mifery  and  contempt.     What  can  be  the 

•C8|Ufepf  this  ftrange  illuffon  ?  It  muft  doubtlefs  be  traced 

to  that  ^principle  which  has  been  the  conftant  fource  of 

•all  the  calamities*,  that  have  befallen  the  inhabitants  of 

^is  globe. 

T.  We  n^ed  only  fuppofethat  a  powerful  people,  with 
Jkw  lights  to  dire&  them,  adopt  a\i  original  error, 
.whithr ignorance  bringsinto  fafhion:  as  foon  as  this  er- 
•for  becomes  .general,  it  is  made  the  bafis  of  an  entire 
fyftem  of  politics  and  morality:  and  men  begin  to  find 
that  their  innocent  prapenfitles  run  counter  to  their  du- 
ty. In  jorderto  conform  to  this  new  plan  of  morality, 
they  muft  perpetually  be  offering  vloknce  to  the  order 
of  nature.  This  continual  ftruggle  will  introduce  a 
moft  amazing  contrariety  into  their  manners.;  and  the 
nation  willbecompofedofca  fet  of  wre:che^  who  will 
;pafs  thetr  lives  in  mutually  tormenting  each  other,  and 
accufing  nature.  Such  is  the  pi&ure  of  all  the  people 
tipon  eairth^  excepting^  perhaps,  a  few  focieties  of  fa* 
vages.  Abl'urd  prejudices  have  pervertjed  human  rea- 
ibif;  and  even  ftiiBed  that  inftind  which  teaches  ani- 
«  .  ^'  . .  mals 
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inals  to  refift  opprcflion  and  tyranny.     Multitudes  of  BOOK 
the  human  race  implicitly  fubmit  to  be  a  fort  of  vaflals 
to  a  fmall  number  of  men  who  opprefs  them. 

Such  is  the  fatal  progrefs  of  that  original  error> 
vrhich  impofture  has  either  produced  or  kept  up  in  the 
mind  of  man.    May  true  knowledge  revive  thofe  rightt 
of  reafonable  beingSf  which   to  be  recovered^  want 
only  to  be  known  I  Ye  fages  of  the  earth »  philofophers 
of  every  nation^  it  is  yours  alone  to  make  laws  by 
pointing  them  out  to  your  countrymen.  Take  the  glo- 
rious refolution  to  inflruS  your  fellow-creatures:  and 
be  aOTured  that  it  is  much  eafier  to  propagate  truth 
than  error.    Mankind,  animated  by  the  defire  of  hap* 
pinefs,  to  which  you  will  point  the  way,  will  lifien  to 
you  with  attention.     Make  thofe  millions  of  hireling 
(laves  blufhj  who  are  always  ready^  at  the  command  of 
their  matters,  to  deflroy  their  fellow-citizens.     Ronze 
aR  the  powers  of  human  nature  to  oppofe  this  fubver* 
fion  of  focial  laws.     Teach  mankind  that  liberty  is  the 
inftitution  of  God ;  authority  that  of  man.     Ezpofe 
thofe  myfterious  arts  which  hold  the  world  in  chains 
and  darknefs:  and  let  the  people  be  fenfible  how  far 
their  credulity  has  been  impofed  upon,  re-afluming, 
with  one  accord,  the  ufe  of  their  faculties,  vindicate 
the  honour  of  the  human  race. 

Besides  the  natives,  the  Portuguefe  found  Moham- 
medans in  India;  fome  of  whom  came  from  the  borders 
of  Africa.     The  greateft  part  of  them  were  defcendenti 
of  the  Arabs,  who  either  fettled  here  or  made  incur* 
fjons.     They  had  made  themfelves  matters  of  all  the 
countries  as  far  as  the  Indus,  by  the  force  of  arms.  The 
mofl  enterprizing  among  them  patted  this  river,  and 
jfuccettively  penetrated  into  the  extremities  of  the  Eatt. 
On  this  immenfe  continent  they  became  the  fadors  of 
Arabia  and  Egypt,  and  were  treated  with  dlttinguiflied 
xefpeft  by  all  the  fovereign^  who  wiihed  to  keep  up  an 

E  z  intercottrfe 
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BOOK  inrercourfe  with  thefe  countries.  Here  they  multipli- 
ed to  a  great  degree ;  for  as  their  religion  allowed  po* 
lygamy,  they  itiarriedin  every  place  where^they  made 
any  ftay. 

Their  fuccefs  was  ftill  more  rapid  and  lading  in  the 
iflands  that  lie  fcattered  in  this  ocean.  The  want  of 
commerce  procured  them  the  bed  reception  both  from 
princes  and  their  fubjcfts.  They  foon  rofe  to  the  high- 
eft  dignilie$  in  thefe  petty  ftates*  and  became  the  arbi- 
ters of  government.  They  took  advantage  of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  their  knowledge^,  and  the  fupport  they  re- 
ceived from  their  country,  to  eftablifli  an  univerfal  do- 
minion. The  defpots  and  their  vaffals,  in  order  to  in- 
gratiate; themfelves  with  them,  abandoned  a  religion 
to  which  they  had  no  great  attachment,  for  new  opi- 
nions,which  might  procure  them  fome  advantages.  This 
facrlQce  coft  them  the  lefs>  as  the.  preachers  of  the 
Koran  made  no  fcruple.of  admitting  ancient  fuperftittons 
into  an  alliance  with  thofe  they  wifli^d  to  eftablifli. 

Th£s£  Mohammedan  Arabs,  who  were  apoftles  and 
ftierchants  a(  the  fame,  time,  had  already  propagated 
their  religion  by  pur.chalinga  great  number  of  flaves, 
to  whom,  after  they  had  been  circumcifed  and  inftrud- 
ed  in  ttieii^  dod'rine,  they  gave  their  freedom,  but  as  a 
certain  .pjide  prevented  them  fronri  mixing  their  blood 
with  that  of  thefe  ffeedmep,  the  Fatter  have  in  time 
become  a  diftindt  people,  inhabiting  the  coaft  of  the 
Indian  Peninfula  from  Goa  to  Madrafs ;  they  are  at 
prefent  known  in  Malabar  by  the  name  of  Pooliahs,  and 
by  that  of  Coolies,  inCoromandel;  they  underftand  nei- 
ther the  Perfian,  the  Arabian,  nor  the  Moorifh  language ; 
and  confine  themfelves  to  that  of  the  countries  in  which 
they  live;  the  generality  are  addifted  to  commerce, 
and  profefs  a  fpecies  of  Mohammedanifm  extremely 
Corrupted  by  the  Indian  fuperftitions« 

Indostak, 
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Indost AK9  which  has  iince  been  almoft  entirely  re-  B  O  O  K 
duced  by  war  under  a  foreign  yoke,  was,  at  the  time  of  ^   ^[* 
the  arriual  of  the  Portuguefe,  divided  between  the  kings 
of  Cambaja,  Delhi,  Bifnagar,  Narzingua  and  Calicut, 
each  of  which  reckoned  feveral  fovereigns  more  or  lefs 
powerful,  among  their  tributaries.     The  laft  of  tliefe 
monarchs^  who  is  better  known  by  the  name  of  2^mo* 
Tin,  which  anfwers  to  that  of  emperor,  than  by  the 
name  of  his  capital  city;  poflefled  the  mod  maritime 
.ftates,  and  his  empire  extended  over  all  Malabar. 

There  is  an  ancient  tradition,  that  when  the  Arabs 
began  to  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the  Indies  in  the  eighth 
century,  the  king  of  Malabar  took  fo  great  a  fancy  to 
their  religion,  that  he  not  only  embraced  it,  but  deter- 
mined to  end  his  days  at  Mecca,  Calicut,  where  he  em* 
barked,  became  a  place  fo  dear  and  fo  refpedable  to 
the  Moors,  that  they  were  infenfibly  ledio  make  it  the 
conftant  rendezvous  of  their  fliips.  Thus  by  the  fole  ef- 
fed  of  this  fuperftition,  this  harbour,  incommodious 
and  dangerous  as  it  was,  became  the  richeil  ftaple  of 
thefe  countries.    Precious  (tones,  pearls,  amber,  ivory, 
china-ware,  gold  and  filver,  filks.and  cottons,  indigo, 
fugar,  all  kinds  of  fpices,  valuable  woods,   perfumes, 
beautiful  varnifii ;  and  whatever  conduces  to  the  ele- 
gances of  life  were  carried  thither  from  all  parts  of  the 
eaft.     Some  of  thefe  rich  commodities  came  by  fea ; 
but  as  navigation  was  neither  fo  fafe  nor  fo  briik  as  it  is 
J30W^  a  great  deal  was  brought  by  land  by  buffaloes 
and  elephants. 

Gama,  having  informed  himfelf  of  thefe  particulars.  The  Por* 
when  he  touched  at  Melinda,  hired  an  able  pilot  to  *"^"*.^ 
condud  him  to  that  port  in  which  trade  was  the  moft  fctticmeat 
fiourifliing.    Here  he  fortunately  met  with  a  Moor  of  onthecoaft 
Tunis,  who  underftood  the  PortU^uefe  language,  arid  j[^^*^*" 
having  feen  with  admii;ation  the  great  atchlevements 

E  3  of 
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B  O  O  K  of  this  nation  on  the  ccjafts  of  Barbarj,  conceived  a 
fondnefs  for  it  which  overcame  his  prejudices.  This 
prediledion  engaged  the  Moor  to  u^e  all  his  intereft  in  ' 
favour  of  thefe  ftrangers,  who  put  thcmfelves  entirely 
under  his  diredion.  He  procured  Gama  an  audience 
of  the  Zamorin,  who  propofed  an  alliance,  and  a  trea* 
ty  of  commerce  with  the  king  his  mafter.  This  was 
upon  the  point  of  being  concluded,  when  the  Mufful- 
men  found  means  to  throw  a  fufpicion  upon  a  rival  pow- 
er, whofc  courage,  adivity  and  knowledge  they  dread- 
ed. The  reports  they  made  to  him  of  its  ambition  and 
reftleflhefs,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the  mind  of 
the  prince,  that  he  refolved  to  deftroy  thofe  adventurers 
whom  he  had  juft  received  fo  favourably. 

Gama  being  informed  of  this  change  by  his  faithful 
guide,  fent  his  brother  on  board  the  fleet,  telling  him, 
If  you  Jbould  bear  that  I  am  thrown  into  priforit  or  put 
to  death t  I  forbid  youy  as  your  commander ^  either  to  come 
to  my  affiflancey  or  revenge  my  lofs\  fet  fail  immediately^ 
and  irform  the  king  of  the  particulars  of  our  zjoyage. 

They  were  happily  not  reduced  to  thefe  eictremities. 
The  Zamorin,  who  wanted  neither  power  nor  inclina- 
tion, wanted  courage  to  put  his  defign  in  execution; 
and  the  admiral  had  leave  to  rejoin  his  company.  Hav- 
ing made  forae  well-timed  reprifals,  which  procured  a 
reftitution  of  the  merchandife  he  had  left  a  pledge  in 
Calicut,  he  failed  for  Europe, 

It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  joy  that  prevailed  at 
Lifl)on  on  his  return.  The  inhabitants  beheld  them- 
fclves  on  the  point  of  eflablifliing  the  richeft  commerce 
in  the  world,  and  being  not  only  avaritious,  but  fuper- 
flitious  at  the  fame  time,  flattered  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  propagating  their  religion  either  by  perfuafion, 
or  by  the  force  of  arms.  The  pope,  who  let  flip  no  oppor- 
tunity of  confirming  the  opinion  that  they  are  the  fove- 

"  '    ■  ■  ,  reigns 
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reigns  of  the  earthy  gave  the  Portuguefe  all  the  coafis  BOOK 
they  fhould  difcover  in  the  eaft,  and'infpired  this  little       '* 
/late  with  all  the  folly  of  conque(l« 

Numbers  were  eager  to  embark  on  .board  the  new 
fleet  that  was  fitted  out  for  an  expedition  to  the  Indies. 
Thirteen  veflels  that  failed  from  the  Tagus,  under  the 
command  of  Alvards  Cabral,  arrived  at  Calicut,  and 
reftored  fome  of  the  Zamorin's  fubjeds  that  Gama  had 
carried  away  with  him.  Thefe  Indians  fpoke  highly  of 
the  treatment  they  had  received;  but  it  was  a  long 
time  before  the  Zamorin  was  reconciled  to  the  Portu* 
guefe ;  the  Moorifl)  party  prevailed ;  and  the  people  of 
Calicut,  feduced  by  their  intrigues,  maflfacrdd  fifty  of 
the  adventurers.  Cabral,  in  revenge,  burnt  all  the  Arar 
bian  velTels  in  the  harbour,  cannonaded  the  town,  and 
then  failed  firft  to  Cochin  and  afterwards  to  Cananor. 

The  kings  of  thefe  two  towns  gave  him  fpices,  of- 
fered him  gold  and  filver,  and  propofed  an  alliance  with 
him  againft  the  Zamorin,  to  whom  they  were  tributa- 
ries.    The   kings  of  Onor,  Culan,  and  fcveral  other 
princes,  made  the  fame  overtures;  flattering  the^^lves 
that  they  Ihould  all  be  relieved  from  the  tribute  tboy 
paid  to  the  Zamorin,  extend  the  frontiersof-ti^eir /{ate9> 
and  fee  their  harbours  crouded  with  the  fppils  of  ATia. 
This  gcnernl  infatuation  procured  to  the  Portuguefe  (p 
great  an  afcendant  over  the  whole  country  of  Malabar^ 
that  wherever  they  appeared  they  gave  the  4a>v,     No 
fovereign  was  fuffered  to  enter  into  an  aliii^nce  with 
them,  unlefs  he  would  acknowledge  himfelf  dependent 
on  the  court  of  Lifbon,  give  leave  that  a  citadel  fhould 
be  built  in  his  capital,  and  fell  his  merchandife  at  the 
price  fixed  by  the  buyer.  :  The  foreign  merchant  was 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  Portugufe  had  completed  their 
lading ;  and  no  pfrfon  was  fuifered  to  navigate  thefe  feas 
without  produciiiig  paflports  from  them.  The  wars  in 
which  .th|sy  were  :Unayoidably^eng^gcd,^  gave  little 
i  '         E  4  inteirupiion 
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BOOK  tnterruption  to  their  trade;  with  $,  huiditilof  men  they 
defeated  numerous  armies;  their  enemies  met  with 
them  every  where,  and  always  -fled  before  them  ;  and, 
in  a  Ihort  time,  the  fliips  of  the  Moors,  of  the  Zamo- 
rin  and  his  dependents,  no  longer  dared  to  make  their 
appearance. 

The  Portuguefe,  thus  become  the  conquerors  of  the 
Eafty  were  perpetually  fending  rich  cargoes  to  their 
own  country,  which  refounded  with  the  fame  of  their 
exploits.  The  port  pf  Li(bon  gradually  became  the  re- 
fort  of  all  the  (hipping  in  Europe.  It  became  the  grand 
mart  of  the  merchandife  of  India :  for  the  Portuguefe^ 
who  fetched  it  from  the  very  fpot,  fold  it  at  a  lower  rate 
than  the  traders  of  other  nations. 

To  fecure  and  extend  thefe  advantages,  it  became 
neceflary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  refleSion  to  corred  and 
fircngthen  what  had  hitherto  been  the  offspring  of 
chance,  a  fmgular  intrepidity,  and  happy  concurrctKe 
of  circumftances.  They  wanted  to  eftaMifli  a  fyftem 
of  power  and  commerce*  which  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  was  eattenfive  enough  to  take  in  all  objeds,  ihould  be 
fo  wellconneded,  that  all  the  parts  of  the  grand  ftruc- 
ture  they  meant  to  raife,  (hould  mutuaUy  ftrengthen 
each  other.  Notwirhftanding  the  information  the  court 
of  Li(bon  had  received  from  the  account  tranfmttted 
from  India,  and  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who  had  hither- 
to been  intruded  with  the  management  of  her  interefts 
in  that  quarter;  (he  wifely  repofed  all  her  confidence 
in  Alpbonfo  Albuquerque,  the  moft  difceming  of  aH 
the  Portuguefe  who  had  been  in  Afia. 

The  new  viceroy  acquitted  himfelf  beyond  expe^a^ 
tion.  He  found  it  neceflary,  that  Portugal  (hould  have  an 
eftablifliment  which  might  eafily  be  defended,  where 
there  was  a  good  harbour  and  a  wbolefome  air,  and 
where  the  Portuguefe  mrght  refreik  themfehcs,  after 

the  fatigues  of  their  pafiagefrom Europe.  With  this  view, 

he 


IN  THE  EAST  At©  WEST  INOflES.  57 

ihe  cafl  his  eyes  upon  GoU,  which  he  fortfaw  'would  be  B  O  O  K 
an  im^  ta0t  ncquifitioci  to  Liibon. 

G0A9  which  rifes  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre* 

is  iituated  rear  rhe  middle  of  the  coaft  of  Malabar^ 

upon  an  ifland  ieparated  from  the  continent  by  the  two 

branches  of  a  river  which  falls  into  the  fea>  at  fome 

diftaace  1mm  the  city,  fc^ming  under  its  walls  one  of 

the  fined  harbours  in  the  world.  This  ifland  is  reckon* 

ed  to  be  ten  leagues  in  circumference.     Within  this 

it? tie  fpot  are  to  be  feen  hilts,  vallies,  woods,  canals^ 

fprings  of  excellent  water,  a  city  magnificently  butity 

market-Towns  and  large  villages.  Before  the  entrance  into 

the  port,  rhe  two  pemnfolas  Salfet  and  Barda,  whicK 

equally    ferve   the    purpofes    of    defence    and    fhtU 

ter.     They  arc  guarded  by  forts  lined  with  artillery, 

where  all  fi^iips  are  obliged  to  ftop  before  they  come  to 

an  anchor  in  the  harbour. 

Go  A,  though  not  lb  coniiderable  at  that  time  as  it 
has  been  (ince,  was  looked  upon  as  the  moft  advanta- 
geous poA  in  India,  it  belonged  to  the  king  of  the 
Dccan ;  but  Idalcan,  who  was  intruded  with  the  go* 
veromentof  it,  bad  aflumed  an  independancy,  and  en-^ 
deavoured  to  extend  his  power  in  Malabar.'  Whild 
this  ufurper  was  purfuing  his  fchemes  on  the  continent, 
Albuquerque  appeared  at  the  gates  of  Goa,  took  the 
crty  by  fiorm,  and  acquired  this  valuable  advantage 
mith  very  IrttJe  lofs. 

Idalcav,  apprize  of  the  lofs  the  king  had  fixQain*' 
edy  £d  not  befitate  a  moment  what  meafures  he  ilMiuld 
take.  In  cofijunAion  even  with  the  Indians  his  ene- 
mies^ who  were  almoft  as  much  interefted  in  this  matr 
ter  as  bioifelf>  he  marched  towards  the  capital,  with  a 
degree  of  ^pedition  never  known  before  in  that  coun- 
try. Tbe  PorlMguefe  having  no  firnft  footing,  and  find- 
ing  Ibentfelvea  niiftble  to  preferve  their  conqueft,  re- 

E  4  treated 


^  f 
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BO  OK  treated  to  their  (hips^  which  kept  their  ftation  in 
the  harbour,  and  fent  to  Cochin  for  a  reinforcement. 
While  they  were  waiting  for  it,  their  pro^fions 
failed.  Idalcan  offered  theoi  a  fupply,  giving  them  to 
underftand.  Thai  be  cbofe  to  conquer  by  arms  and  not  by 
f amine.  It  was  cufiomary  at  that  time,  in  the  Indian 
wars^  for  the  armies  to  fuffer  provifions  to  be  carried  to 
their  enemies.  Albuquerque  rejeded  the  offer  made 
him,  with  this  reply.  That  be  would  receive  no  prefents 
from  Idalcan  till  tbey  were  friends.  The  fuccour  he 
hourly  expeSed  never  arrived. 

This  difappointment  determined  him  to  retreat  and 
to  poftpone  the  execution  of  his  darling  projed,  to  a 
more  favourable  opportunity,  which  prefented  itfelf  a  • 
few  months  after.  Idalcan  being  obliged  to  take  the 
field  again  to  preferve  his  dominions  from  abfolute  de- 
ftrudion,  Albuquerque  made  a  fudden  attack  upon 
Goa,  which  he  carried  by  dorm,  and  fortified  himfelf 
in  the  place.  As  the  harbour  of  Calicut  was  good 
for  nothing,  and  ceafed  to  be  frequented  by  the  Arabian 
vjeflTelSy  all  its  trade  and  riches  were  transferred  to  this 
city,  which  became  the  metropolis  of  all  the  Portuguefe 
fettlements  in  India. 

The  natives  of  the  country  were  too  weak,  too  difpi- 

rited,  and  too  much  at  variance,  to  put  a  flop  to  the 

fuccefsof  this  enterprizing  nation.    Nothing  remained 

to  be  done  but  to  guard  againft  the  Egyptians,  nor  was 

the  lead  precaution  either  omitted  or  negleded. 

The  man-       Egypt,  which  is  confidered  as  the  parent  of  all  hif- 

nerof  car-  torical  antiquities,  the  fource  of  policy,  and  the  nurfe* 

rying  on  ^  ^  ^j  ^^^^  ^^^  fciences,  after  having  remained  for  ages 

dia  before   in  a  flate  of  feparation  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  who 

the  cop-       ^gre  held  in  contempt  by  this  wife  country,  underftood 

the^Portn-   ^"^  praQifed  navigation.     The  inhabitant^  had  long 

gucfc.         neglefted  the  Mediterranean^  where  they  did  not  cpr«- 

tainly 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  ,    59 

tainly  exped  any  great  advantages,  and,  direded  their  BOOK 
courfe  towards  the  Indian  ocean,  which  was  the  true  ,      ^ 
channel  of  wealth. 

Struck  with  the  (ituation  of  this  country  between 

two  feas,  one  of  which  opens  the  road  to  the  eaft,  and 

the  other  to  the  weft ;  Alexander  formed  the  defign  of 

fixing  the  feat  of  his  empire  in  Egypt,  and  to  make  it 

the  centre  of  trade  to  the  whole  world.     This  prince 

who  bad  more  difcernment  than  any  other  conqueror 

faw  that  if  it  were  pofiible  to  form  an  union  between  his 

prefent  and  future  acquifitions,  he  muft  make  choice  of 

a  country  which  nature  fecms  to  have  placed,  as  it 

were,  in  contad  with  Africa  and  Afia  to  conned  them 

with  Europe.     The  premature  death  of  the  greateft 

captain  that  hiftory  and  fable  have  held  forth  to  the  ad- 

miration  of  mankind,  would  for  ever  have  annihilated 

thefe  vaft  projeSs,  had  they  not  been  in  part  purfued 

by  Ptolemy,  one  of  his  lieutenants;  who,  when  the 

moft  magnificent  fpoil  ever  known  came  to  be  divided, 

claimed  Egypt  for  his  (hare. 

In  the  reign  of  this  new  fovereign  and  his  immedi^ 
ate  fuccefibrs,  commerce  made  prodigious  improve- 
ments.  Alexandria  was  the  mart  of  the  merchandife 
that  came  from  India,  by  the  Red  Sea,  to  the  port  of 
Berenice. 

A  WRITER,  who  has  entered  deeply  into  this  fubjeft, 
and  whofe  accounts  we  follow,  tells  us,  that  fome  of  the 
numerous  veffels  that  were  built  in  confequence  of  thefe 
conneSions,  traded  only  in  the  gulph  with  Arabians  and 
AbyfEnians :  among  others,  which  ventured  out  into 
the  main  ocean,  fome  of  them  failed  fouthward  to  the 
right  along  the  eaftern  coafls  of  Africa,  as  far  as  the 
ifland  of  Madagafcar ;  others,  fleered  to  the  left  to- 
wards the  Perfian  Gulph,  went  even  as  far  as  the  Eu- 
phrates^  to  trade  with  the  people  on  its  banks,  parti- 
cularly 
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1 4JI  O  K  trularly    with    the    Greeks,   whom    Alexander    had 

J[* ^  brought  there  with  him  in  his  expeditions.    Othercb 

ftilj  grown  more  enterprizing  from  the  hopes  of  gain« 
fwnetrated  as  far  as  the  mouths  of  the  Indusf  traverfed 
the  coaft  ci  Malabar,  and  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Cey- 
lon, known  by  the  ancients  under  the  name  of  Tapro- 
bane.  A  very  fmall  number  pafled  through  the  Coro- 
mandel  to  go  up  the  river  Ganges,  as  far  as  Palybotra, 
a  town  the  moft  celebrated  in  India  on  account  of  its 
riches.  Thus,  induftry  proceeded  by  gradual  advan* 
ces,  from  one  river  or  coaft  to  another,  to  appropriate 
the  produdions  of  thofe  countries  that  abound  moft  in 
fruits,  flowers,  perfumes,  precious  ftooes,  and  all  the 
delicacies  of  voluptuous  luxury. 

Th£  boats  they  made  ufe  of  in.thefe  expeditions 
were  long  and  flai,  not  unlike  thofe  that  are  feen  upon 
the  Nile.  Before  the  invention  of  the  compafs,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  larger  veflels,  carrying  more  fail, 
were  fitted  out  for  the  main  ocean;  they  were  obliged  to 
row  clofe  to  the  fliore,  and  to  follow  the  windings  of 
the  coaft  from  one  point  of  land  to  another.  They 
were  obliged  to  make  the  fides  of  their  fiiips  lefs,  in  or- 
der to  weaken  the  power  of  the  wind  over  them,  and 
lefs  deep,  for  fear  of  ftriking  againft  rocks,  fands,  cm* 
(hallows.  Thus  a  voyage  not  fo  long  by  the  one  third 
as  thofe  which  are  now  performed  in  lefs  than  (ix 
months,  fometimes  lafted  five^years  or  more.  What 
their  veflels  wanted  in  fize,  was  fupplied  by  their  num- 
bers ;  and  the  difadvantages  of  their  flow  failing  were 
compenfated  by  the  frequent  fquadrons  they  fitted 
out. 

The  Egyptians  exported  to  India»  as  has  been  done 
ever  fince,  woollen  manufadures,  iron,  lead,  cOpper» 
ibme  fmall  pieces  of  workmanfliip  in  gtaf^,  and  filver  in 

exchange 
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exchange  for  ivory^  ebonj^  tortoiie<-(heIU  white  ind  BOOK 
printed  linens^  filks,  pearb,  precious  ftones,  cinnamoiif 
fpicesy  and  particularly  frankincenfe;  which  was  a  per- 
ftime  the  naoft  in  efteem*  on  account  oF  its  being  ufed 
in  divine  wor(hip»  and  contributing  to  the  gratificationr 
of  princes.  It  fold  at  fo  high  a  price,  that  the  merchants 
counterfeited  it  under  pretence  of  improving  it.  So 
apprehenfive  is  avarice  of  being  defrauded  by  poverty, 
that  the  workmen  who  were  employed  in  making  it 
were  naked  ;  having  only  a  girdle  about  their  loins,  the 
ends  of  which  were  fealed  by  the  diredor  of  the  manu- 
facture. 

All  the  fea-faring  and  trading  nations  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean came  to  the  ports  of  Egypt  to  purchafe  the  pro- 
duce of  India.  When  Carthage  and  Corinth  became 
the  vidims  of  the  vices  introduced  by  their  oppulence, 
the  Egyptians  were  themfelves  obliged  to  export  the 
riches  with  which  thefe  cities  formerly  loaded  their 
own  veflfels.  As  their  maritime  power  increafed,  they 
extended  their  navigation  as  far  as  Cadiz.  They  could 
fcarcely  fupply  the  demands  of  Rome,  whofe  luxury 
kept  pace  with  its  conquefts*:  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  were  arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch  of  extravagance 
themfelves,  that  the  accounts  given  of  it  have  the  air 
of  romance.  •  Cleopatra,  with  whom  their  empire  and 
hiftory  expired,  was  profufe  as  (he  was  voluptuous. 
But  notwirhftanding  thefe  incredible  expences,  the  ad- 
vantages they  derived  from  the  trade  of  the  Indies 
were  fo  great,  that  after  they  were  fubdued  and  fpoil- 
ed,  lands,  provifions,  and  merchandife,  fetched  double 
the  price  at*  Rome.  If  Pliny  may  be  credited,  the 
conqueror,  by  reinftating  the  conquered  in  this  fource 
of  opulence^^  which  was  calculated  rather  to  flatter 
their  vanity  than  to  aggrandize  their  power,  gained 

twenty 
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BOOK  twenty  thoufand  per  cent.  Though  it  is  eary  to  fee  that 
}'_   ,  this  calculation  isexaggerated,  we  may  from  thence  fornfi 
a  conjedure  \vhat  profits  mud  have  been  reaped  in 
thofe.  diftant  ages,  when  the  Indians  were  not  fo  well 
acquainted  with  their  own  intereft. 

While  the  Romans  had  virtue  enough  to  prefcrve 
the  power  acquired  by  their  ancefiors,  ^gyP^  ^^^V 
much  contributed  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  empire 
by  the  riches  it  brought  thither  from  the  Indies.  But 
the  fulnefs  of  luxury,  like  the  corpulency  of  the  body^ 
is  a  fymptom  of  an  approaching  decay.  This  vaft  em- 
pire»  funk  under  its  own  weight,  and  like  leavers  of 
wood  or  metal,  whofe  exceflive  length  contributes  to 
their  weaknefs,  broke  ioto  two  part^. 

Egypt  was  annexed  to  the  eaftern  empire,  which 
lafted  longer  than  that  of  the  weft  ;  not  being  attacked 
fo  foon,  or  with  fo  much  vigour.  If  riches  could  have 
fupplied  the  place  of  courage,  its  fituation  and  refour- 
ces  would  even  have  made  it  invincible.  But  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  empire  had  nothing  but  (Iratagem  to 
defend  it  againd  an  enemy,  who,  befides  the  enthufi' 
afm  of  a  new  religion,  were  animated  with  all  the 
ilrength  of  an  uncivilized  people.  A  torrent  thus  in* 
creafing,  as  it  deftroyed  every  thing  in  its  paflage,  was 
not  to  be  (lopped  by  fo  flight  a  barrier.  In  the  i^« 
veral  provinces,  and  Egypt  amongil  the  reft;  which 
having  been  one  of  the  principal  empires  of  antiquity, 
and  the  model  of  all  modern  monarchies,  was  deftined 
to  fink  into  a  ftate  of  languor  and  infignificancy,  in  which 
it  reinains  to  this  day. 

The  Greeks  comforted  themfelves  under  this  misfor- 
tune, on  finding  that  the  wars  of  the  Saracens  had  di- 
verted the  ftream  of  the  Indian  commerce  from  Alex- 
andria to  Conftantinople,  by  two  well-known  channels; 
one  of  thefe  was,  the  Euxine  or  Black  Sea,  where  it 

was 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  63 

vfzs  ufual  to  embark  to  go  up  the  Phafis.  Large  veiTels  BOOK 
were  at  firft  employed,  and  afterwards  (mailer  ones 
were  introduced,  which  failed  as  far  as  Serapana ;  from 
whence,  in  four  or  five  days,  the  merchants  conveyed 
their  commodities  by  land-carriage  to  the  river  Cyrus» 
which  falls  into  the  Cafpian  Sea.  Having  croflTed  this 
tempefluous  ocean,  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Oxus,  which  extended  almoft  as  far  as  the  fource  of 
the  Indus,  and  from  whence  they  returned  the  fame 
way,  laden  with  the  treafures  of  Afia.  This  was  one 
of  the  means  of  communication  between  this  continent, 
always  naturally  rich  and  that  of  Europe,  which  was 
then  poor,  and  ruined  by  its  own  inhabitants. 

The  other  channel  of  communication  was  more  eafy^ 
The  Indian  veiTels,  failing  from  different  coafts,  pafled 
the  Perflan  gulph,  and  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, where   they   unloaded   their  cargo  ;  which, 
from  this  river,  was  in  one  day  fent  by  land -carriage  to 
Palmyra.     This  city,  the  ruins  of  which  ftill  preferve 
an  idea  of  its  opulence,  tranfported  this  merchandife 
through  the  defarts  to  the  confines  of  Syria.     By  this 
rich  commerce,  it  became  more  flourifliing  than  could 
have  been  expeSed  from  its  fandy  fituation.     Since  its 
deflru£tion,  thecaravans,  after  fome  changes,  conftant- 
ly  took  the  road  of  Aleppo,  which,  by  means  of  the 
port  of  Alexandretta,  turned  the  current  of  wealth  to 
Conftantinopfe,  which  at  length  became  the  general 
market  of  the  produ&ions  of  India. 

This  advantage  might  alone  have  retarded  the  fall  of 
the  empire,  and,  perhaps,  have  reftored  it  to  its  anci- 
ent'grandeur ;  but  that  had  been  acquired  by  its  arms, 
its  virtues,  and  its  frugal  manners  :  and  it  was  now  def- 
titute  of  all  thofe  means  of  maintaining  its  profpe- 
rity.  The  Greeks,  corrupted  by  the  prodigious  accef- 
(ion  of  wealth,  which  their  exclufive  commerce  poured 

in 
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B  O  O  K  in  upon  them*-  almoft  without  any  care  or  adivity  of 
_  .  thetr  own,  abandoned  thcmfelves  to  an  indolent  and  ef- 
feminate way  of  K  e,'  which  infailibh  leads  to  I  ixury ; 
fend  only  of  the  trivial  amuienients  df  glittering  fhows^ 
and  the  voluptuous  refinements'  of  art;  of  futile,  ob- 
fcure,  and  fophifttcal  difquifitions  on  matters  of  tafte, 
fentimenty  and  evett  religion  and  pditics.  They  fuffer- 
ed  themfelves  to  be  oppreiled,  without'  aflerting  their 
right  to  be  governed,  and  either  made  th^ir  court  to  a 
fucceflfve  race  of  tyrants,  by  the  moft  abjed  adulation, 
or  irritated  them  by  a  faint  reiiftance.  Tbefe  people 
were  bought  by  the  Emperor,  and  fold  to  all  the  mo- 
nopolizers who  aimed  to  enrich  themfelveS  by  the  ruin 
of  the  ftate.  The  government,  dill  more  corrupted*  than 
its  fubjeds,  fuffered  its  navy  to  decay,  and  placed  its 
whole  dependance  on  the  treaties  it  entered  into  with 
the  ftrangers,  whofe*  (hips  frequented  its  ports.  The 
Italians  had  infenfibly  engrofled  the  article  of  tranf- 
portation,  which  the  Greeks  had  for  a  long  time 
kept  in  their  owtl  hands.  This  branch  of  bufinefs, 
which  is  rather  laborious  than  prbfitable,  was  doubly 
nfeful  to  a  trading  nation,  whofe  chief  richer  con  (lit 
in  maitrtaimng  their  vigour  by  labour.  Inaftfvlty 
haftened  the  deflrtidion  of  Conftantinople,'  which  was 
preflfcd  and  furroiAided  on  aU  fides  by  the  conquers  of 
the  Turks.  The  Genoefe  fell  into  tbit.  net,  which 
their  perfidy  and  avarice  had  woven  for  theni^  Mo- 
bammed  the  Second  drove  them  from  Caffa,  to  which 
place  they  had,  of  late  years,  drawn- the  greareft  part 
of  the  Afiatic  trade. 

The  Venetians  did  not  wait  for  this  event  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  reviving  their  connexions  with 
Egypt.  They  had  experienced  more  indulgence  than 
they  expeded  from  a  government  effablifhed  iince  tiie 

laff 
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laftcnifade,  and  nearly  refembling  that  of  Algiers.  The  BOOK. 

Mammelucs,  who  at  the  time  of  thefe  wars  had  taken  , ^[_ 

poffeffion  of  a  throne  they  had  hitherto  fupported,  were 
for  the  mod  part  flaves,  who  were  brought  from  Cir- 
caflia  in  their  infancy,  and  trained  up  early  to  a  military 
life.  The  fupreme  authority  was  vefted  in  a  chief 
and  a  council  compofcd  of  four  and  twenty  principal 
perfons.  This  military  corps,  which  eafe  would  una- 
voidably have  enervated,  was  recruited  every  year  by  a 
croud  of  brave  adventurers,  who  flocked  from  all  parts, 
with  a  view  of  making  their  fortune.  Thefe  needy 
people  vjrere  prevailed  upon,  by  a  fum  of  money  and 
promlfes,  to  confent  that  their  country  fliould  be  made 
the  mart  of  Indian  merchandife.  Thus  they  were 
bribed  into  a  meafure,  which  the  political  interefl  of 
their  ftate  always  required  them  to  adopt.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Pifa  and  Florence,  the  Catalans,  and  the  Ge- 
noefe,  received  fome  benefit  from  this  change  ;  but  it 
was  of  fignal  advantage  to  the  Venetians,  by  whofe  ma- 
nagement it  was  efFeded.  Things  were  in  this  fituation 
when  the  Portugucfc  made  their  appearance  in  the  In- 
dies. 

This  great  event,  and  the  confequences  that  imme- 
diately followed  it,  occafioned  much  uneafinefs  at  Ve- 
nice.   This  Republic,  fo  celebrated  for  its  wifdom,  had 
Jately  been  difconccrted  by  a  league  which  it  could  not 
qppofe,  and  certainly  did  not  forefee.     Several  princes 
of  different  interefis,  who  were  rivals  in  power,  and  had 
pretcnfions  of  an  oppoiite  nature,  united,  in  defiance  of 
all  the  rules  of  juftice  and  policy,  to  deftroy  a  ftatc 
which  had  not  given  any  of  them  the  leaft  umbrage  ; 
and   even  Lewis  the  Xllth.  whofe  intereft  was  moft 
concerned  in  the  prefervation  of  Venice,  brought  it  to 
ihe  brink  of  ruin  by  the  viSory  of  Argnadel.     The 
Vol.  I.  F  quarrels 
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ft  C  O  KL  quarrels  which  muft  neceflarily  arife  among  foeh  allies » 
'*  joined  to  the  prudence  of  the  Rtpubtic^  faved  it  from 
this  danger^  which  though  more  imminent  in  appea  r- 
atficei  was,  in  fad^  not  (b  great  nor  fo  immediate  as  that 
they  were  now  expofcd  to,  by  the  difeovery  ol  a  paflage 
to  the  Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Venice  foon  perceived  that  their  commerce,  and 
confequently  their  power,  was  on  the  point  of  being 
transferred  to  the  Portuguefe.  Every  expedient  was 
tried  that  an  able  adminift ration  could  fnggeft.  Some 
of  the  ftilfol  emiflaries,  which  the  ftate  took  care  to  re- 
tain and  employ  dexteroufly  in  all  places,  perfuaded  the 
Arabs  fettled  in  their  country,  and  thofe  that  were  dif- 
perfed  over  India,  or  the  eafterncoafts  of  Africa,  that  as 
their  intereft  was  equally  concerned  with  that  of  Ve* 
nice,  they  ought  to  unite  with  her  againft  a  naticfiy 
which  had  made  itfelf  miftrefs  of  the  common  fource  of 
their  riches. 

Tut  rumour  of  this  leagtie  reached  the  Soudan- of 
Egypt,  whofe  attention  was  already  awakened  by  the 
misfortunes  he  felt,  as  well  as  thofe  he  forefaw.  The 
cudoms,  which  conftituted  a  principal  branch  of  his 
revenue,  and  by  which  five  per  cent,  was  levied  on  the 
importation,  and  ten  on  the  exportation  of  Indian  goods, 
began  to  bring  in  little  or  nothing.  The  frequent  bank- 
ruptcies, which  were  the  fteceffsify  confeqoence  of  the 
embarraflment  of  affairs  cxafperated  men's  minds  a* 
gainft  the  government,  which  is  always  refponfibic  to 
the  people  for  the  calamities  they  endure.  The  militta, 
which  was  ill  paid,  fearing  that  their  pay  would  befiill 
ntore  precarious,  raifed  mutinies,  which  are  more  to  be 
dreaded  on  the  declme  of  a  ftate,  than  in  the  time  of  its 
prjfpcrity.  Egypt  was  equally  a  fufferer  by  the  trade 
i  carried 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  Cy 

carried  on  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  by  the  obftruaions  B  O  O  It 
their  own  was  cxpofcd  to  by  their  encroachments.         i_^'l 

The  Egyptians  might  have  extricated  themfelvea 
from  thefe  inconveniencies  by  fitting  ^ut  a  fleet '  bot 
the  Red  Sea  afforded  no  materials  for  the  building  (hips. 
The  Venetians  removed  this  pbftacle  by  fending  wood, 
and  other  materials,  to  Alexandria.  They  were  con- 
veyed by  the  Nile  to  Cairo,  from  whence  they  were  car- 
ried by  camels  to  Saei.  From  this  celebrated  port,  in 
the  year  1 508,  four  large  veffels,  one  galleon,  two  gal- 
lies,  and  three  galliots,  failed  to  India. 

The  Portuguefe^  who  forefaw  this  confederacy,  had  The  For- 
the  preceding  year  laid  a  fcheme  to  prevent  It,  by  mak-  *"^"*^* 
teg  themfelves  mafiers  of  the  Red  Sea ;  fecure,  that  tbcmftlvee 
with  this  advantage,  they  fliould  have  nothing  to  fear  rafters  of 
ftom  this  connafliion,  nor  from  the  combined  forces  of  sea.^^^ 
Egypt  and  Arabia.     With  this  view,  they  formed  a 
plan  to  feis^e  upon  the  ifland  of  Socotora,  well  known  to 
the  ancients  by  the  name  of  Diofcorides,  on  account 
of  the  abundance  and  excellence  of  its  aloes.     It  lies  in 
the  gulph  of  the  Red  Sea,  a  htmdrcd  and  eighty  leagtses 
from  the  ftraits  of  Babclmandel  formed  by  the  Cape  of 
Guardafut  on  the  African  fide,  and  by  the  Cape  of  Far- 
tack  on  the  fide  of  Arabia. 

Tristan  d'Acugna  failed  from  Portugal  with  a  con- 

(iderable  armnment   to  attack  thisi   ifland.     Upon  hi^ 

kinffng,  be  was  encountered  by  Ibrahim,  fon  of  the  king 

of  the  people  of  Fartack,  who  was  fovereign  of  part  of 

Arabia  and  Socotora.     This  young  prince  was  killed  in 

the  engagement;  the    Portuguefe  bcficged  the  only 

town  that  was  in  the  ifland,  and  carried  it  by  florm, 

though  it  was  defended  to  the  laft  extremity  by  a  garri- 

fon  fuperior  in  number  to  their  fmall  army.     The/p!- 

diers  that  compofed  ifaisgarrifon  determined  np^  to  fuf- 

F  2  vive 
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BOOK  vive  the  fon  of  their  foveretgn,  refufed  to  capitulate, 
and  were  alt,  to  the  lad  man,  put  to  the  fword.  D'Acug* 
na's  troops,  by  their  intrepidity,  proved  an  over-match 
for  their  Jbravcry. 

This  fuccefsful  enterprife  was  not  attended  with  the 
advantages  that  were  expe£ied  from  it.  It  was  found 
that  the  ifland  was  barren,  that  it  had  no  port,  and  that 
the  Ihips  that  came  from  the  Red  Sea  never  touched 
there,  though  they  could  not  enter  the  gulph  without 
takiiig  an  obfervation  of  it.  Accordingly,  the  Egyptian 
fleet  found  a  fafe  paflage  into  the  Indian  ocean,  where 
it  joined  that  of  Cambaya.  Thefe  united  armaments 
had  the  advantage  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  confi- 
derably  weakened  by  the  great  number  of  veflels  they 
had  lately  fitted  out  to  carry  merchandife  to  Europe. 
This  triumph,  however,  did  not  lad  long;  the  conquer- 
ed party  got  reinforcements,  and  regained  their  fuperiori- 
ly  which  they  ever  after  preferved.  The  armaments, 
which  continued  to  come  from  Egypt,  were  always  bea- 
ten and  difperfed  by  the  fmall  Portuguefe  fquadrons 
that  cruized  at  the  entrance  of  the  gulph. 

As,  however,  thefe  (kirmifhes  kept  up  a  confliant  a- 
larm>  and  occafioned  fome  expence,  Albuquerque 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  put  an  end  to  them  by 
the  deftruSion  of  Suez.  But  a  thoufand  obftacles  op- 
pbfed  the  execution  of  this  projeQ, 

The  Red  Sea,  which  takes  its  name,  from  the  corals, 
chadrepores,  and  marine  plants,  which  line  its  bottom, 
almoft  throughout,  or  perhaps,  only  from  the  fand 
which  difcolours  its  waters,  is  furrounded  on  one  fide  by- 
Arabia,  and  on  the  other  by  Upper  Ethiopia  and  Egypt, 
It  meafures  fix  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  ffpni  the 
ifland  of  Socotora  to  the  famous  Ifthmus,  which  unites 
Africa  to  Afia.  As  its  length  is  very  confiderable,  and 
its  breadth  fmall,  and  no  river  falls  into  it  of  fuflScient 

force 
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force  to  counter^ft  the  influence  of  the  tidei  it  Is  more  B  O  O  IC 
affeded  by  the  motions  of  the  great  oceaHf  than  any 
of  the  inland  feas  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude.  It  is  not 
much  expofed  to  tempeds  ;  the  winds  ufualiy  blow 
from  the  north  and  fouth>  and  being  periodical  like  the 
monfooDS  in  India,  invariably  determine  the  feafon  of 
failing  into>  or  out  of  this  fea.  It  may  be  divided  into, 
three  parts ;  the  middle  divifion  is  open  and  navigable 
at  all  times,  its  depth  being  from  twenty-five  to  fixty 
fathoms.  The  other  two,  which  lie  nearer  the  land, 
though  they  abound  in  rocks,  are  more  frequented  by 
the  neighbouring  nations,  who  being  obliged  to  keep 
clofe  to  the  (bore  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
veflfels,  never  launch  out  into  the  principal  channel,  un- 
lefs  they  expeS  a  fquall  of  wind.  The  difficulty,  not 
to  fay  impoflibility,  of  landing  in  the  harbours  on  this 
coail,  makes  the  navigation  dangerous  for  veflels  of 
large  burthens,  not  to  mention  the  great  number  of  de- 
fert  iflands  they  meet  with  in  their  paffage",  which  are 
barren,  and  afford  no  frefli  water. 

Albuquerque^  nocwlthftanding  his  abilities^  expe* 

rience^  and  refolution,  could  not  furmount  fo  many  ob- 

flacles.    After  entering  a    confiderable   way  into   the 

Red  Sea,  he  was  obliged  to  return  with  his  fleet,  which 

had  fufFered  perpetual  hardftiips,  and  been  expofed  to 

the  greatcft  dangers.     He  vvas  prompted  by  a  reftlefs 

and  cruel  fpirit  of  enterprize,  to  employ  methods  for 

fhe  accompli(hment  of  his  dcfigns,  which  though  of  a 

ftiJl  bolder  call,  he  thought  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs.  He 

wanted  to  prevail  with  the  emperor  of  Ethiopia,  who 

folicited  the  proteSion  of  Portugal  to  turn  the  courfe 

of  the  Nile  fo  as  to  open  a  pafTage  for  him  into  the  Red 

Sea.     Egypt  would  then  have  become  in  a  great  mea- 

fure  uninhabitable,  or  at  lead  unfit  for  commerce.     In 

the  mean  time  he  propofed  to  tranfport  into  Arabia,  by 

F  3  the 
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B  O  O  K  the  gulph  .of  Perftt,  three  or  four  hundred  horfe  which 
he  thought  would  be  fuiBcient  to  plunder  Medina  and 
Mecc«.  He  imagioed  that  by  To  bold  an  expeditiont  he 
ffaould  ftrike  terror  into  the  Mohamfnedans^  acid  put  a 
ftop  to  that  prodigious  concourfe  of  pilgrims  which  was 
the  main  fupport  of  a  trade  be  wanted  totally  to  extiT* 
pate. 

Other  enterprizes  of  a  lefs  hazardous  nature)  and 
attended  with  more  immediate  advantage*  led  him  to 
poflpone  the  ruin  of  a  power»  whofe  influence  as  a  rivaU 
was  the  only  circumftance  neceflary  to  be  guarded  a- 
gainft  at  the  prefent  jundore.  The  conqueft  of  £^pt 
by  the  Turks,  a  few  years  after,  made  it  requifixe  lo  aft 
with  the  greateft  precaution.  Thofe  men  of  genius, 
who  were  qualified  to  purfuethe  fcries  of  ei^eats, which 
bad.preceded  and  followed  the  difcovery  of  the  paflage 
by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  form  deep  conjec- 
tures concerning  the  revolutions  which  this  new  track 
of  navigation  muft  neceflarily  prevent,  could  not  help 
confidering  this  remarkable  tranfa^ion  as  the  moft  im- 
portant sra  in  the  biAory  of  the  workl. 

Europe  began  to  recover  its  ftrcngth  by  flowde- 
greeSf  and  to  fhake  oflF  the  yoke  of  flavery,  wEiich  had 
difgraced  its  inhabitants  from  the  .time  of  the  Romsm 
Conquefts  down  to  the  inftitution  of  the  feudal  laws. 
Innumerable  tyrants,  who  kept  multitudes  in  a  ftaie  of 
oppreflion  and  flavery,  had  been  ruined  by  the  foHy  of 
the  cru  fades.  To  defray  the  expcnces  of  thefe  wild  ex- 
peditions, they  were  obliged  to  fell  their  lands  and  caf- 
ties, and  for  a  pecuniary  confideration,  toailow  their  vaf- 
fals  fome  privileges,  which  at  length  almofl:  re-inftated 
them  in  the  order  of  human  beings.  From  that  time ' 
the  right  of  property  begaa  to  be  introduced  among 
private  perfons,  and  gave  thera  that  kind  of  indepen- 
dence, without  which  property  itfelf  is  a  mere  iUufion. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  firft  dawnipgB  of  liberty  in  Europe  were^  how.  BOOK 
ever  unexpe&edlyj  owing  to  the  cru fades ;  and  the  rage         '' 
of  cooqueft  for  once  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  maiv- 
J^ind. 

If  Vafco  de  Gama  had  not  made  thefedifcoveries»  the 
fpirit  of  liberty  would  have  been  agftin  extinguilhed^ 
axul  probably  without  hopes  of  a  revival.    The  Turki 
had  lately  expelled  thof^  favage  nations^  who^  pouring 
from  the  extremities  of  the  globe,  had  driven  ogt  the 
Romans,  to  become  like  them*  the  icourge  of  human 
kind ;  and  our  barbarous  inftitutions  would  have  been 
followed  by  oppreffioos  ftill  more  intolerable.     This 
tnuft  inevitably  have  been  the  cafe,  if  the  favage  con- 
querors of  Egypt>  had  not  been  repulfed  by  the  Portu*. 
guefe  in  their  feveral  expeditions  to  India.     Their  pof*> 
feflion  of  the  riches  of  Afia,  would  have  fecurcd  their 
claim  to  thofe  of  Europe.    As  the  trade  of  the  whole 
worid  W96  in  their  hands,  they  muft  con feqocmly  have 
had  the  greateft    maritime  force  that  ever  was  known. 
What  oppofition  could  our  continent  then  have  made  to 
theprogrefs  of  a  people  wbofe  religion  aiid  policy  cquaU 
\j  animated  them  to  conqucft  ? 

DissENTioNs  prevailed  in  England  on  account  of  it« 

liberties;  France  contended  for  the  interefts  of  its  (ovc- 

retgcs ;  Germany  for  thofe  of  its  religion  5  and  Italy 

was  employed  in  adjufting  the  mutual  claims  of  a  tyrant 

and  an  impoflor.     Europe,  over-run  with  fanatics  and 

armies,  refcmMed  a  fick  perfon,  who  falling  into  a  deli* 

rium,  in  the  tranfport  of  madnefs  opens  his  veins  till  he 

faints  with  lofs  of  blood  and  fpiriis.     In  this  ftate  of 

weaknefs  and  anarchy,  it  was  ill  prepared  to  rcfift  the 

incurfions  of  the  Turks. 

As  the  calm  which  fucceeds  the  violence  of  civil  wars 
makes  a  nation  formidable  to  its  neighbours  5  fo  the  dif- 
fentions  which  divide  It  as  certainly  expofe  it  to  ravage 

F4  and 
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BOOK  and  oppreilton.     The  depraved   morals  of  the  clergy 
.  would  likewife  have  favoured  the  inlrodudton  of  a  new 
worihip ;.  and  we  fiiould  have  been  condemned   to   a 
fbte  of  flavery  without  any  hopes  of  releafe.     In  truth> 
there  is  not  one  among  all  the  religious  fyftems  that  op- 
prefs  mankind)  allows  To  little  fcope  to  liberty  as  that 
of  the  Mufllilmans.     Throughout  almoft  all  Europe,  a 
religion  foreign  to  government,  and  introduced  without 
Its  patronage;  rules  of  morality  difperfed  without  or^ 
der  or  precifion  in  obfcure  writings,  capable  of  an  end- 
lefs  variety  of  interpretations  ;  authority  engroffed  by 
priefts  and  princes,  who  are  perpetually  contefting  their 
right  to  rule  over  their  fellow.creatures  ;  political  and 
civil  infiitutions  daily  formed  in  contradiflion  to  the 
prevailing  religion  which  condemns  an  inequality  of  rank 
and  ambition  ;  a  turbulent  and  enterprizing  adminidra* 
tion,  which,  in  order  to  tyrannize  with  a  higher  hand, 
.  is  perpetually  fctting  one  part  of  the  ftate  at  variance 
with  the  other.    All  thcfe  principles  of  difcord  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  keep  the  minds  of  men  in  conflant  agitation. 
Is  it  furprizing  that  on  the  view  of  this  tumultuous 
fcene,  nature  Ihould  ftart  from  her  entrancement,  and 
earneftly  aik, "  Whether  man  was  born  free  ?'* 

But  when  men  once  become  flaves  to  a  religion  which 
confecrates  tyranny  by  uniting  the  throne  with  the  al- 
tar ;  which  feems  to  check  the  fallies  of  ambition  by 
encouraging  voluptuoufnefs,  and  cherifties  a  fpirit  of  in- 
dolence by  forbidding  the  exercife  of  the  underfland- 
ing  :  there  is  no  reafon  to  hope  for  any  confiderable  re- 
volutions. Thus  the  Turks,  who  frequently  ftrangic 
their  mafter^have  never  entertained  a  thought  of  chang- 
ing their  government.  This  is  an  idea  beyond  the 
reach  of  minds  enervated  and  corrupted  like  theirs. 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  whole  world  would  have  loft 
its  liberty,  had  not  the  moft  fuperflitious,  and,  perbaps> 

the 
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the  mort  enflaved  nation  in  Chriftendom,  checked  the  B 
progrefsof  the  Mohammedan  fanaticirm,  and  put  a  ftop 
to  the  career  of  vidiories,  by  depriving  them  of  thole 
fourccsof  wealth  which  were  neceflary  to  the  foccefs  of 
their  enterprizes.  Albuquerque  went  flill  further ;  rot 
content  with  having  taken  cffedual  meafuresto  prevent 
any  veflel  from  pafling  from  the  Arabian  fea  to  the  In- 
dian ocean,  he  attempted  to  get  the  command  of  the 
Perfian  guiph. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  ftrait  of  Mocandon,  which  The  Por. 
leads  into  the  Perfian  gulph,  lies  the  ifland  of  Gom-  *"«"*'' 
brcon.     In  the  eleventh  century  an  Arabian  conqueror  rttftl,.. 
built  upon  this  barren  rock  the  city  of  Ormus,  which  maftewof 
afterwards  became  the  capital^ of  an  empire,  compre-  "'"j^"^" 
bending  a  confiderable  part  of  Arabia  on  one  fide,  and  *" 
■  of  Perfia  on  the  other.  Ormus  had  two  good  harbours 
and  was  large  and  well  fortified  ;  its  riches  andftrength 
were  entirely  owing  to  its  fii nation.     It  was  the  center 
of  trade  between  Perfia  and  the  Indies,  which  was  very 
■confiderable,  if  we  remember  that  the  Perfians  at  that 
timecaufed  the  greateft  part  of  the  merchandife  of  Afia 
to  be  conveyed  to  Europe  from  the  ports  of  Syria  and 
CafFa.     At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  foreign  mer- 
chants, Ormus  a&rded  a  more  fplendid  and  agreeable 
fcene  than  any  city  in  the  eaft.     Perfons  from  "all  panj 
of  the  globe  exchanged  their  commodities,  and  tranf- 
aaed  their  bufinefs,  with  an  air  of  politenefs  and  atten- 
tion, which  arefeldom  feen  in  other  places  of  trade 

These  manners  were  introduced  by  the  merchants 
belonging  to  the  port,  who  engaged  foreigners  to  imi 
tate  their  affability.  Their  addrefs,  the  regularity  of 
their  police,  and  the  variety  of  entertainments  which 
their  city  aflforded,  joined  to  the  interefts  of  commerce 
invited  merchants  to  make  it  a  place  of  refort.  The 
pavement  of  the  greets  was  covered  with  matts,  and 


in 
fomc 
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BOOK  fome  places  with  carpets ;  aod  the  iinen  awnings  which 
^*^  were  fufpended  from  the  tops  of  the  faoufes  prevented 
any  inconvenience  frono  the  heat  of  the  fun.     Indian 
cabinets  ornamented  with  gilded  va(es^  or  china  filled 
.  with  flowering  flirubs,  or  aromatic  plants,  adorned  their 
apartments.     Camels  laden  with  water  were  ftatiooed 
in  the  public  fquares  ;  Perfiaa  wines,  perfumes,  and  all 
the  delicacies  cf  the  table  were  farnilhed  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  and  they  had  the  mufic  of  the  eafl:  in  its 
higheft  perfedion.    Ormus  was  crouded  with  beautiful 
women  from  all  parts  of  Afia,  who  were  inftrafied  from 
their  infancy  in  ail  the  arts  of  vaiying  and  heightening 
the  pleafures  of  voluptuous  love«    In  ihort,  univerftl 
opulence,  an  extenfive  commerce,  a  refineil  luxury,  po- 
litenefs  in  the  men,  and  gallantry  io  the  women,  united 
all  their  attradions  to  make  this  city  the   ieal  of  pjea- 
fure.  s 

AtBUQjJ£RQj7£>  on  his  arrival  in  the  Indies,  began 
to  ravage  the  coafls,  and  to  plunder  the  towns  that  be- 
longed to  the  jurifdi£liofi  of  Ormus;  though  the&  in* 
roads,  which  (hewed  more  of  the  robber  than  x>f  the 
conqueror^  were  naturally  repugnant  to  AUmquerque's 
charader  ;  he  thought  himfclf  obliged  to  have  refource 
to  thefe  harib  expedients,  to  induce  a  power  he  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  fubdue  by  force,  to  fubmit  volantarily 
to  the  yoke  he  wanted  to  impofe.  As  foon  as  he  ima- 
gined the  alarm  had  fpread  fufficieotly  to  favour  his  de- 
figns,  he  appeared  before  the  capital,  and  fummooed 
the  king  to  acknowledge  himfelf  tributary  to  Portugal, 
as  he  was  to  Perfia.  This  propofal  was  received  in  the 
manner  it  deferved.  A  fleet  compofed  of  ihipa  from 
Ormus,  Arabia  and  Perfia,  came  to  an  engagenoen  t  with 
Albuquerque^s  fquadron,  who  with  five  veflelsdefiroy- 
ed  the  whole  armament.  The  king,  diAeartened  by 
his  ill  fuccels,  confented  that  the  conquerorihould  tre& 

a  fort 
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rt  fort  which  might  command  the  city  and  both  its  har-  BOOK 
hours.  !• 

ALBU<iU£RctU£,  who  kn€w  the  importance  of  fci«- 

ing  the  prefcnt  conjondure,  carried  on  the  work  wiih 

the  utmoft  expedition.     He  laboured  as  hard  as  the 

meaneft  of  his  followers ;  but  this  fptritof  adivity  could 

not  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  notice  of  the  fmalU 

nefs  of  his  numbers.    Atar,  who  in  confequence  of  the 

revolutions  fo  frequent  in  the  eaft,  had  been  raifed  from 

the  condition  of  t  flaTe,  to  that  of  a  prime  minifter 

«ras  aOiamed  of  having  facrificed  the  ftate  to  a  handful 

trf  adventurers.     As  his  talent  hy  rather  in  the  arts  of 

policy  than  of  war,  he  determined  to  repair  the  iil  con- 

fequences  of  his  timidity  by  ftratagcm.     By  the  arts  of 

infinuation  and  bribery,  he  fucceeded  fo  far  in  fowing 

dilientions  among  the  Fortuguefe,  and  prejudicing  them 

again*  their  leader,  that  they  were  frequently  ready  to 

take  arms  agaiuft  each  other.     This  animofity,  which 

increafed  every  day,  determined  them  to  reimbark  at 

the  inftant  they  were  informed  that  a  plot  was  concerted 

tomafftcre  them.  A1buquerque,whofefpirit  rofe  fuperior 

16  oppofiiion  and  difcontent,  refdved  to  ftarve  the  place 

and  deprive  it  of  fuccours  by  cutting  ofFall  communi*- 

cation.    It  muft  certainly  have  fallen  into  his  hands,  had 

not  three  of  his  captains  fhamefully  abandoned  him, 

and  gone  off  with  their  (hips.     To  juftify  their  defer- 

tron,  they  were  guilty  of  ftill  blacker  perfidy,  in  accu- 

Cng  their  general  of  the  moft  atrocious  crimes. 

This  treachery  obliged  Albuquerque  to  defer  the 
execution  of  his  defign  for  fome  time,  till  he  had  all 
the  national  troops  at  his  command.  As  foon  as  he  was 
appointed  viceroy,  he  appeared  before  Ormus  with  fo 
flrong  an  armament,  that  a  debauched  court,  and  an  ef- 
feminate people,  finding  it  in  vain  to  make  any  refift- 
ance,  were  obliged  to  fubmit.    The  fovcreign  of  Perfia 

had 
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BOOK  had  the  confidence  to  demand  tribute  of  the  conqueror. 

v_„./v,  Albuquerque  ordered  fome  bullets,  grenades,  and  fabres 
to  be  produced  to  the  envoy,  telling  him,  that  this  was 
the  kind  of  tribute  paid  by  the  king  of  Portugal. 

After  this  expedition,  the  power  of  the  Portuguefc 
was  fo  firmly  eftabliflied  in  the  Arabian  and  Perfian 
gulphs,  and  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  that  they  began  to 
think  of  extending  their  conquefts  into  the  eaftern  parts 

of  Afia. 
ThcPor-        Albuquerqjje's   firft  attempt  was  the  ifland  of 
tugucfc       Ceylon,  which  is  eighty  leagues  long,  and  thirty  at  its 
trement  at'  greatcft  breadth.     It  was  anciently  known  by  the  name 
Ceylon.      of  Taprobane.     We  have  no  accounts  tranfmitted  to 
us  of  the  revolutions  it  has  undergone.     All  that  hiftory 
relates  worthy  of  remark  is,  that  the  laws  were  former- 
ly held  in  fo  high  efteem,  that  the  monarch  was  under 
the  fame  obligation  of  obferving  them  as    the  meaneft 
of  his  fubjeds.  If  he  violated  them,  he  was  condemned 
to  death;  with  this  mark  of  diftiri£^ion  however,  that 
he  did  net  fufFer  in  an  ignominious  manner.     He  was 
denied  all  intercourfe,  all  the  comforts  and  fupports  of 
life :  and,  in  this  kind  of  excommunication,  miferably 

ended  his  days. 

Wt^EN  the  Portuguefe  landed  in  Ceylon  they  found 
it  well  peopled,  and  inhabited  by  two  nations  who  dif- 
fered from  each  other  in  their  manners,  their  govern- 
ment, and  their  religion.  The  Bedas,  who  were  fettled 
in  the  northern  parts  of  the  ifland,  where  the  country 
was  lefs  fertile,  were  diftinguilhed  into  tribes,  which 
confidered  themfelves  as  fo  many  families  headed  by  a 
chief,  whofe  power  was  not  abfolute.  They  go  almoft 
naked,  and,  upon  the  whole,  their  manners  and  govern- 
ment  are  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Highlanders  in  Scot- 
land. Thefe  tribes,  who  unite  for  the  common  defence, 
have  always  bravely  fought  for  their  liberty,  and  have 

never 
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never  invaded  thpfe  of  their  neighbours.     Their  rcli-  BOOK. 

gioD  is  little  known,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  they 

have  any  worfliip.     They  have  little  intercourfe  with 

firangersy  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  thofe  who  travel 

through  thediftrid  they  inhabit ;  they  treat  them  welf^ 

and  fend  them  away  as  foon  as  pofllble.     This  caution 

is  owing  in  part  to  the  jealoufy  the  Bedas  entertain  of 

their  wives,  which  contributes  to  eftrange  them  from 

all  the  world.     They  fef  m  to  be  the  firft  inhabitants  of 

the  ifland. 

The  fouthern  part  is  poflefled  by  a  more  numerous 
and  powerful  people,  called  Cinglaffes.     This  nation  is 
polite  in  comparifon  of  the  other.     They  wear  clothes, 
and  live  under  an  arbitrary  government.     They  have  a 
diftinSion  of  caftes,  as  well  as  the  Indians;  but  their  re«- 
ligion  is  different.     They  acknowledge  one  fupreme  be- 
ing, and  in  fubordination  to  him,  divinities  of  the  fecond 
and  third  order  :  all  which  h»ve  their  pricfts.    Among 
the  deities  of  the  fecond  order,  particularly  honours  arc 
paid  to  Buddou,  who  defcended  upon  earth  to  take  up- 
on himfelf  the  ofEce  of  mediator  between  God  and 
mankind.     The  priefts  of  Buddou  are  perfons  of  great 
confequence  in  Ceylon.     They  arf  never  punifbable  by 
the  prince,  even  for  an  attempt  againft  his  life.     The 
Cinglaffes  underfiand  the  art  of  war.    They  know  how 
to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  fecufity  their  mountains 
afford  them  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Europeans,whom 
they  have  often  conquered.     Like  9M  people  in  arbi« 
trary  flates,  they  are  deceitful,  felfifli,  and  full  of  com- 
pliment.    They  have  two  languages :  one  peculiar  to 
the  people,  the  other  to  the  learned.     Wherever  this 
cuflotn  prevails,  it  furnilhes  priefts  and  princes  with  a 
further  opportunity  of  impofingupon  mankind. 

Both  thefe  nations  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  fruits, 
the  corn,  and  the  pafture  which  abounded  in  the  ifland. 

They 
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BOOK  They  hsd  elephants  without  number ;  precious  ftones, 
^*  and  the  only  kind  of  cinnamon  that  wa»  ever  efteemed. 
On  the  northern  coaft,  and  on  the  fiihing  coaft  which 
borders  upon  it,  was  carried  on  the  greatefi  pearl  fiihery 
in  the  eaft.  The  harbours  of  Ceylon  were  the  beft  id 
India,  and  its  fituation  was  fuperior  to  all  its  other  ad- 
vanuges. 

It  fliould  feen>  to  have  been  the  intereft  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  to  have  placed  ali  their  ftreagth  in  this  ifland*  ll 
lies  in  the  center  of  the  eaft :  and  is  the  paiBage  that 
leads  to  the  ricbeft  countries.  Ali  the  ihips  that  come 
from  £urope>  Arabia  and  Per  fiat  cannot  avoid  paying  a 
kind  of  homage  to  Ce>lon;  and  the  monfoonsj  wbidi 
alternately  Mow  from  di£Ferent  points,  make  it  eafy  foe 
veflcls  to  come  in  and  gp  out  at  all  feafons  of  the  year* 
It  might  have  been,  well  peoi^ed  and  fortified  with  Unle 
cxpence  of  blood  and  treafure.  The  numerous  f<yia- 
drons  that  might  have  been  feni  out  from  every  port  in 
the  ifland  would  have  kept  aU  Afia  in  awe :  and  the 
(hips  that  might  cruize  in  thofe.  latitudes^  would  have 
intercepted  the  trade  of  other  nation!, 

The  viceroy  overlooked  tbefe  advantages. .  Hi  tAfo 
neglcdcd  the  coafl  of  Coromandel,  though  richer  than 
that  of  Malabar.  The  merchandife  of  the  latter  wasof 
an  inferior  quality:  it  produced  plenty  of  provMions^a 
fmall  quantity  of  bad  cinnamon^  fome  pepper  and  car-« 
damom,  a  kind  of  fpice  much  ufed  by  the  eaftern  peo*T 
pie.  The  coafl:  of  Cpromandel  furaiOied  the  fineft 
cottons  in  the  world.  Its  inhabitantSf  who  for  the  moft 
part  were  natives  of  the  cottntryi  and  bad  lefa  intercooifd 
with  the  Arabians  and  other  nations^  were  the  moft  hvu 
mane  and  induftrious  of  all  thf  people  in  Indofian.  To 
this  we  may  add,  that  the  pa£&ge  along  the  ccnft  of 
Coromandel  towards  the  nortb>  leads  to  tho  soines  of 

Golconda : 
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Golcoffda :  befides  that,  this  coaft  is  tdoiirablf  Atuatcd  BOOK 
hf  the  trade  of  Bengal  and  other  countries. 

NoTWiTHSTAKDiMG  this»  Albuquerque  made  no 
fettletnent  there.  The  fettlements  of  Sr«  Thomas  and^ 
Negapatan^  were  not  fDrmed  till  afterwards.  He  knew 
that  this  coaft  was  deftitute  of  harbours,  and  inacccilible 
at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  when  it  would  be  impof* 
lible  for  the  fleets  to  proted  the  colonies.  In  (hort,  he 
thought  that  when  the  Portuguefe  had  made  themfeWea 
matters  of  Ceylon,  a  conqueft  begun  by  his  predeceflbr 
d'Almeyda^  and  afterwards  completed,  they  might  com-* 
mandthe  trade  of  Coromandel,  if  they  got  pofleilionof 
Malacca.  Jfe  therefore  determined  to  make  the  at- 
tempt* 

The  cotmtry,  of  which  Malacca  is  the  capital  city,  is  The  Por- 
a  narrow  traft  of  land,  about  a   hundred  leagues  in  conquer 
length.    It  joins  to  the  continent  towards  the  northern  MaUcca. 
coaft,  where  it  borders  on  the  (late  of  Siam,  or,  more 
properly,  the  kingdom  of  Johor,  which  has  been  fepa^ 
rated  from  it.    The  reft  is  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and 
4mded  from  the  ifland  of  Sumatra  by  a  channel  which 
U  called  the  Straits  of  Malacca. 

Natore  had  amply  provided  for  the  happinefs  of 

the  Mabys,by  placing  them  in  a  mild,  healthy  cltmatei 

where  refre(hing  gales  and  cooling  ftreams  allay  the  fer^* 

Tour  of  the  torrid  2&oiie ;  where  the  foil  pours  forth  an 

ubundMrictcf  delicious  fruits  to  fatisfy  the  wants  of  a  fa« 

vage  life ;  and  is  capable  of  anfwering,  by  cultivation^ 

all  the  neceflary  demands  of  fociety  ;  where  the  trees 

trear  an  eternal  Terdnre,  and  the  flowers  bloom  in  a  per* 

petttat  fucceffion :  where  the  moft  delicate  and  fragrant 

edottrs>  breathing  from  aromatic  plants,  perfume  the  air, 

and  infoie  a  fpirit  of  voluptuoiis  delight  into  all  living 

beings^ 

But 
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t      I  ;  has  done  every  thing  in  favour  of 

t!ie  haj  done  them  every  poftibic  injury. 

Sbc  influence  of  a  tyrannical  govern- 

niei  abitanis  of  the  happied  country  in 

Ihe  secome  remarkable  for  the  ferocity 

of  their  manners.  The  feudal  fyllem,  which  was  (irft 
planned  among  the  rocks  and  woods  of  the  north,  has 
extended  itfclf  wtn  to  the  forcRs  and  mild  regions  of 
the  equator,  where  every  thing  confpires  to  promote 
the  enjoyment  of  a  long  life  of  tranquillity,  which  can 
only  be  fhortened  by  a  too  frequent  andexcefllve  indul- 
gence in  pleafures.  This  enflaved  nation  is  under  the 
dominion  of  an  arbitrary  prince,  or  rather  of  twenty  ty- 
rants, his  reprefeniatives.  Thus  the  defpotifm  of  a  fuU 
Ian  has  found  means  to  extend  its  oppreflive  influence 
to  multitudes,  by  lodging  its  authority  in  the  hands  of 
numerous  overgrown  valTiils. 

This  turbulent  and  oppreflive  fcene  gave  rife  to  an 
univerfal  favagenefs  of  manners.  In  vain  did  heaven  and 
tanh  fhower  their  bleOlngs  upon  Malacca  ;  thefe  blef- 
fings  only  fcrved  £o  make  its  inhabitants  ungrateful  and 
unhappy.  The  mafters  k-t  out  their  fervices,  or  rather 
ihofe  of  their  dependents  for  hire,  to  the  beft  bidder,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  lofs  that  agriculture  would  fuflain  for 
want  of  hands.  They  preferred  a  wandering  and  ad- 
venturous li'e,  eiiher  by  fea  or  land  to  induftry.  Thfe 
people  had  conquered  a  large  Archipelago,  well  known 
in  the  call  by  the  name  of  Malayan  Iflands.  The  nume- 
rous colonies  that  were  tranfplanted  thither,  carried  with 
them  their  laws,  their  manners,  their  culloms,  and  what 
is  fomewhat  remarkable,  the  fofteft  language  in  all  Afia. 
.  The  fituation  of  Malacca  had,  however,  made  it  the 
moll  confiderabte  market  in  India ;  its  harbour  was  con- 
ftantly  crouded  with  veffcis  either  from  Japan,  China, 
the 


JN  tHE  EA8T  AND  WEST  INDIES,  «i 

Difc  I'hilttifpipe  and  Molocta  ifl«nds»  abd  the  adjaceht  BOOK 
pifts  of  the  eaftern  coaft  j  oi"  frorti  Bengal,  Coroman-  '• 
del,  Malabar^  PerAa»  Arabia,  and  Afrka*  Theft  ri»«#. 
ehahts  carried  6n  a  fafe  trade  among  tbemfeWeS)  or  with 
ihc  inhabitants;  the  Malays,  who  had  been  addiSed  to 
plunder,  prefcriiog  a  certiirt  advantage  tothtffirecarieiii 
^nd  uncertain  fucoefa  of  pfraticrfl  Expeditions. 

Thi  Ponogo^fe  wanted  to  hfi(tFealhar«  in  thft  gtnt^ 
t9i  commerce  rf  Afia.  At  firft  they  appeared  at  Ma- 
lacca in  the  charader  of  merchants ;  bat  their  nfurpii. 
ticms  in  India  rendered  tbth*  deffgns  fo  tnuch  fufpeded 
and  the  ^nimofity  of  the  Arabians  hiidcircnlated  reports 
fo  qswih  to  the  difadrantage  of  thefe  conquerors,  that 
meafnres  were  taken  to  defirtyy  them.  They  fell  into 
the  fnares  that  were  laid  for  them  ;  feteral  of  th^fti 
Tiere  ma(&cred,  and  others  thfo^wn  into  prifon.  iTiofe 
wbo  efcaped  got  back  to  their  (hips,  which  retreated  lo 
rlae  Malabar  coafti 

Though  Albuquerque  dW  not  intend  towirrtfora 
rupture  to  afford  him  a  pretence  of  failing  Mak^ea,  He 
was  hot  difpleafed  at  this  ibcfilent,  as  it  gave  his  MteN 
prixe  an  appearance  of  jaftico  that  might  leffetf  the 
odium  which  fuch  a  ftep  muft  satirraUy  have  drawii  n^- 
on  the  Porta guefe  name.     As  an  impreffibn  To  fatdiji--" 
able  to  his  Vi^wsmight  be  weakened  by  deky,  he  did  not 
iiefitote  a  moment  to  take  his  revenge.    The  eneniy  ex- 
pelled a.hidtn  blow  j  and  accordingly,  when  he  ap- 
peared btfort  the  place,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
f  5rf,  h«  found  every  thing  in  readinefs  to  receive  him. 
But  formidable  as  thefe  preparations  ap^eirdd,  there 
was  a  ftill  greater  obftacle,  which  for  fome  days  damped 
the  valoer  of  the  chriflian  general ;  his  friend,  Ara^jo, 
had  bpen  taken  prifcmer  in  the  firft  expedition,  and  the 
enemy  ihr^tened  to  put  him  to  death  the  mofncrit  the 
fiege  flKwW  begin.  Albofjutfqfue,  whodid  n<n  want  fen- 
.     ^^^-J-  G  fibility. 
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BOOK  fibilityf  paofed  at  the  profpe£k  of  his  friend's  danger, 
^'       when  he  received  the  following  billet.   Think  of  nothing 
but  the  glory  and  advantage  of  Portugal  i  if  I  cannot  con- 
trihuta  towards  your  vi^ory,  at  leajl  let  me  not  be  the 
means  of  preventing  it.     The  place  was  attacked  and 
carried  after  feyeral  doubtful,  bloody,  and  obftinate  en- 
gagements.   They  found  in  it  immeofe  treafures,  vail 
magazines,  and  whatever  could  contribute  to  the  ele- 
.fancies  and  pleafures  of  life^  and  a  fort  was  ereded  there 
.to  fecure  the  conqueft. 

As  the  Portuguefe  contented  thenifelves  with  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  city,  the  inhabitants,  who  profefTed  a  kind 
of  corrupt  Mohammedanifai,  and  were  unwilling  to 
fttbmit  to  their  new  mailers,  either  retired  into  the  in- 
land parts,  or  difperfed  themfelves  along  thecoaft.  HaT- 
.  ing  |o(l  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  they  relapftd  into  all  the 
exceiTes  of  their  violent  charader.  Thefe  people  never 
go  without  a  poniardy  which  they  call  crid.  The  in- 
.  vention  of  this  murderous  weapon  feems  to  have  ex- 
baufied  all  the  powers  of  their  fanguinary  genius.  No- 
thing is  more  to  be  jdreaded  than  fuch  men  armed  with 
fuch.  an  inftrumenl.  When  they  get  on  board  a  veflel, 
.it^y  dab  all  the  crew  when  they  lead  fufped  any 
harm.  .  Since  their  treachery  has  been  known,  all  the 
Europeans  take  care*  never  to  employ  a  Malayan  failor ; 
but  thefe  barbarians^  who  always  made  it  a  rule  to  at- 
tack the  weaker  party,  have  now  changed  this  ancient 
cufiom,  and,  animated  by  .an  unaccountable  refolution, 
to  kill  or  be  killed,  come  in  boats  with  thirty  men  to 
board  our  veflels,  ai>d  fometimes  fucceed  in  carrying 
them  off :  if  they  are  repulfed,  they  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  at  lead  of  having  imbrued  their  hands  in  blood. 

A  PEOPLE  who  derives  from  nature  fuch  an  inflexi* 
ble  bravery,  may  be  exterminated,  but  not  fubdued  by 
force.    Tbey  are  only  to  be  civilized  by  humane  treat- 
ment^ 
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ment,  the  allurements  of  riches  or  liberty,  the  influence  BOOK 
of  virtue  and  moderation,  and  a  miid  government.  They  ^* 
rauft  be  rcftored  to  their  rights,  or  left  to  themfelves, 
before  we  can  hope  to  efiablifh  any  intcrccurie  with 
them.  To  attempt  to  reduce  them  by  conqucft,  is, 
perhaps,  the  laft  method  that  (hould  be  tried :  as  it 
Will  only  increafe  then*  abhorrence  of  a  foreign  yoke^ 
and  difcourage  them  from  entering  into  any  focial  en- 
gagements. Nature  has  placed  certain  people  in  the 
midU.  of  the  ocean,  like  lions  in  the  deferts,  that  they 
may  enjoy  their  liberty.  Tempefts,  fands,  foiefts, 
mountains  and  caverns,  are  the  places  of  refuge  and  de- 
fence to  all  independent  beings.  Civilized  nations  ibould 
take  care  how  they  invade  the  rights,  or  rouze  the  fpiritt 
of  iflanders  and  favages :  as  they  may  be  aflfured  that 
they  will  become  cruel  and  barbarous  to  no  purpofe  ; 
that  their  ravages  will  make  them  detefted ;  and  that 
difgrace  and  revenge  are  the  only  laurels  they  can  ex* 
ped  to  obtain. 

After  the  reduSion  of  Malacca,  the  kings  of  Siam, 
Pegu,  and  feveral  others,  alarmed  at  a  conqueft  fo 
fatal  to  their  independence,  fent  ambafladors  to  congra- 
tulate Albuquerque,  to  make  him  an  offer  of  their  trade^ 
and  to  defire  an  alliance  with  Portugal. 

Affairs  being  in  this  iituationi  a  fquadron  was  de»  Settlement 
tached  from  the  fleet  to  the  Malaccas.     Thefe  iflands,  ®^  the  Por- 
which  Ik  in  the  Indian  ocean  near  the  equioofiial,  are  the  Malac* 
ten  in  number,  including  as  ufual,  tho(e  of  Banda.  The  caiflandt. 
larged  is  not  more  thah  twelve  leagues  in  circumfe- 
rence, and  the  otheis  are  much  fmaller. 

It  is  not  known  who  were  the  firft  inhabitants ;  but 
it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  Javans  and  the  Malays  have 
fucceilively  been  in  poflcflion  of  them.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fixteenth  century,  they  were  inhabited  by  a 
kind  of  favages,  whofe  chiefs,  though  honoured  with  the 
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BOOK  titte  of  kings,  poflcffed  only  a  Umited  authority,  totall/ 
^*_  dependent  on  the  caprice  of  their  fnbjeds.  They  had 
of  late  years^  joined  the  fuperftitiont  of  Mohammedan- 
ifm  io  tfaofe  of  Paganifmy  which  they  had  profeffed  for 
a  confiderable  time.  Their  indolence  was  exceffive. 
Their  only  employment  was  hiintiog  and  fifhing ;  and 
tbey  were  ftraogers  to  all  kind  of  agriculture.  They 
were  encouraged  in  their  inaditity  by  the  advantages 
thty  derived  from  the  cocoa-tree. 

Thb  cocoa  ifl  a  tree  whofe  roots  are  fo  flender  and 
f  enetrate  fo  little  a  way  into  the  ground,  that  it  is  fre* 
qiieiiily  blown. down. by  the  wind«    Its  trunk, which 
vifcrto the  height  of  thirty  or  forty  f^et,  is  firaight,  of 
fl.middHag  tliicknefs>  and  every  where  of  the  fame  dia- 
meter. .It  is  of  (b  fptiogy  a  nature,  that  it  is  unfit  for 
ifaip*riniber»  or  for  any  buikiing  that  requires  folidity. 
^'hetob  is  compofed  of  ten  or  twelve  leaves,  which 
are  hffgc>  IpQgf  and  thick,  and  are  nuide  ufe  of  in  co* 
vering  the  roofs  of  houfes.     From  this  tuft^  which  is 
rene^d  thrice  every  year^  at  the  faaae  timearife  very 
fcirge  Ipwkbt  from  each  of  which  hang  ten  or  twelve  co- 
coas which,  including  their  fliells^  are  more  than  half 
ii  foot  in  diaoieter* .   The  outer  coat  of  the  nut  confiib 
of  filaments,  which  ave  ufed  for  coarfe  ftuffs,  and  (htp 
<cablie9^'   Of  the  next  coat^  which  is  very  hard,  are  made 
:<inidl  cops,,  and  other  domeflic  uteofils*     The  infide  nf 
thiafk^ts  Alltd  with  awiittrfirm  pulp,  front  which  is 
cxpreiliecl  an  oil  much  lifed  in  the  Indies.    It  is  fweet, 
as  long  jas  it  continues  freih,  but  it  cootra&s  a  bitter 
tafte  when  it  is  kept  lotog,  and  is  then  only  proper  for 
.  burning.     The  fediiimentJthAt  remains  in  the  prefs^  af- 
.fords  nourifhment  for  catde,  poultry,  and  even  the  low- 
er kind  of  people  in  timea  of  fcarcity.     The  pulp  of  the 
cocoa  contains  a  liquid  which  is  extremely  refrefliing, 
f nd  queoct^s  the  ihirft  of  labtaKtsf  peo|ie  both  at  fea 
...  ^  and 
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atid  land.     This  liquo*'  is  T^ry  wholefome,  but  h«9  a  BOOK 
fweet  infipid  taftc.  I- 

Wheh  thofe  buds  are  cut  at  the  extremity,  ^efTels 
are  placed  to  receive  the  white  Kquor  that  diftils  from 
them  :  which  if  drawn  off  before  fmi-rife,  and  drunk 
while  It  is  frcfli,  has  the  flavour  of  fweet  wine.  It 
afterwards  turns  four,  and  makes  good  vinegar.  When 
diflilfed  in  its  higheft  perfefiion,  it  produces  a  ftrong 
brandy :  and  boiled  with  quick-lime,  yields  a  middling 
kind  of  fugar.  The  trees  from  which  this  liquor  has 
been  extraSed,  bear  no  fruit ;  the  juices  being  cxhauft- 
ed,  which  ferve  to  produce  and  nourifli  the  kernel. 

Besides  this  tree,  which  is  common  in  all  parts  of 
India,  the  Makccas  produce  a   fingular  plant,  which 
they  call  fago.    This  tree  affords  a  nutriment  from  its 
trunk  and  vital  fubftance  :  its  fruit  being  a  fuperiffnous 
and  ufelefs  part.    It  grows  wild  in  the  forefts,  and  mul- 
tiplies itfelf  by  feeds  and  fuckers. .  It  rifes  to  the  height 
of  thirty  feet,  and  is  about  fix  in  circumference.     The 
bark  is  an  inch  thick.     The  inner  rind  is  compofed  of 
an  aflemblage  of  long  fibres  which  are  interlslced  with 
each  other.    This  double  coat  contains  a  kind  of*  fap  or 
gum,  which  falls  into  meal.   This  tree,  whkh  feems  to 
grow  purely  for  the  ufe  of  man,  points  out  the  meal  by  a 
fine  white  powder  which  covers  its  leaves,  and  is  a  cer- 
tain fign  of  the  maturity  of  the  fago.    It  is  then  cut 
down  to  the  root,  and  fawn  info  fcantlingi,  which  dre 
divided  into  four  quarters,  for   the  better  extrading  of 
the  fap  or  meal  it  contains.     After  khis  fuMlance  has 
been  diluted  in  water,  it  is  flrained  through  a  kind  of 
fieve,  which  retains  the  groffcr  particrcs ;  the  reft  is 
thrown  into  earthen  moulds,  where  it  dries  and  hardens 
forfome  years.     The  Indians  eat  the  fago  diluted  with 
water,  and  fometimes  baked  or  boiled.     Through  a 
principle  of  humanity,  they  refcnre  the  fincft  pah  of 
:  G3       '  thi$ 
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BOOK  this  meal  for  the  aged  and  infirm.     A  jelly  is  fohnetinles 
/•_    .  made  of  it,  which  is  white  and  of  a  delicious  Bavour. 

TsMPERATEy  independent,  and  averfe  from  labour^ 
thefe  people  had  lived  for  ages  upon  the  meal  of  the 
fago,  and  the  milk  of  the  cocoa,  when  the  Chinefe 
landing  by  accident  at  the  Malaccas,  difcovered  the 
clove  and  the  nutmeg,  with  which  valuable  fpices  the 
ancients  were  entirely  unacquainted.  They  were  foon 
admiced  all  over  the  Indies,  from  whence  they  were 
tranfported  to  Periia  and  Europe.  The  Arabians  who 
at  that  timeengroflfed  almoft  all  the  trade  of  the  univerfe, 
did  not  overlook  fo  lucrative  a  part  of  it.  They  repair- 
ed in  crowds  to  thefe  celebrated  iflands,  whofe  produc- 
tions they  had  already  monopolized,  had  not  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  purfued  them  every  where,  deprived  them 
of  this  branch  of  trade.  NotwithAanding  the  fchemes 
that  were  laid  to  fupplant  thefe  conquerors,  they  obtain- 
ed permiflion  to  builcta  fort.  From  this  time  the  court 
of  Lifbon  ranked  the  Malaccas  among  the  number  of 
their  provinces,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  became 
fuch  in  reality. 

While  Albuquerque's  lieutenants  enriched  their 
country  with  the  new  produSions  of  the  eaft,  their  ge- 
neral completed  the  conqueft  of  Malabar,  which  would 
have  taken  advantage  of  his  abfence  to  recover  its  li- 
berty. After  his  late  fuccefs,  he  employed  the  leifure 
he  enjoyed  in  the  midft  of  his  conquefls,  in  fupprefllng 
the  licentiDufncfs  of  the  Portuguefe;  eftabliihing  order 
in  all  the  colonies,  and  regulating  the  difcipline  of  the 
army  :  in  the  courfeof  which  he  difplayed  an  aSivity, 
fs^gacity,.  wifdom,  juftice,  humanity,  and  difinterefted- 
ncft,  which  did  honour  to  hischara&er.  His  good  qua- 
lities made  fo  deep  an  imprefiion  on  the  minds  of  the 
Indians,  that,  for  a  long  time  after  his  death,  they  con- 
tinued to  repair  to  bis  tomb  to  demand  juftice  for  the 

*  out- 
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outrages  committed  by  his  fucceflbrs.    He  died  at  Goa  BOOK 
in  tbe  year  1 5159  without  riches,  and  out  of  favour  with 
EmanueU  who  had  been  prevailed  upon  tp  entertain  fuf- 
picions  of  his  condud. 
If  our  aflonilhment  israifed  at  the  number  of  Aibu«  Thecaa« 
querque's.  vidoriesy  and  the  rapidity  of  his  conquefts,  ^**     *^* 
how  defervediy  do  thofe  brave  men  claim  our  admira-  ing  fpirit 
tion,  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  command  in  thefe  ex-  o'thePor- 
peditions  ?  Did  any  nation,  with  fo  (lender  a  force,  ever  *"^"*  ** 
perform  fuch  great   adions  ?  The  Portuguefe,  with 
Icfe  than  forty  thoufand  troops,  (truck  terror  into  the 
empire  of  Morocco,  the  barbarous  nations  of  Africa, 
the  Mammelucs,  the  Arabians,  and  all  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries from  the  ifland  of  Orraus  to  China.  With  a  force* 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  a  hundred,  they  engaged 
troops,  which,  when  attacked  by  an  enemy  of  equal 
firength,  would  frequently  defend  their  lives  and  poH- 
feffions  to  the  laft  extremity.    What  kind  of  men  then 
snuft  the  Portuguefe  have  been,  and  what  extraordinary 
caufes  muft  have  confpired  to  produce  a  nation  of  he-' 

TOCS  I 

They  had  been  at  war  with  the  Moors  near  a  cen- 
tury, when  Henry  of  Burgundy,  with  feveral  French 
knights  landed  in  .Portugal  with  a  defign  to  ferve  in 
Caftile  under  the  famous  Cid,  whofe  reputation   had 
drawn  them  thither.     The  Portugupfe  invited  them 
tojend  their  afliftance  againfl  the  infidels  ;  the  knights 
complied,    and    the   greateft    part   of    them    fettled 
in  Portugal.      Chivalry,   which  has    contributed    as 
much  as  any  other  inftitution  to  exalt  human  nature  ; 
fubftituting  the  love  of  glory  for  the  love  of  our  coun- 
try ;  that  refined  fpirit  drawn  from  the  dregs  of  the 
barbarous  ages,  and  calculated  to  repair  or  leflen  the 
errors   and  inconvehietices  of  the  feudal  government 
from  whence  it  took  its  rife ;  at  that  time  revived  on' 
th^l)aiiks  of  the  Tagus,  in  all  the  fplendor  it  had  at  its 

G4  firft 
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BOOK  firft  appearance  in  France  and  England.  The  princes 
cndcaToorcd  to  keep  it  alive,  an4  tq  extend  its  influence 
by  eftabliAung  fcveral  orders  formed  upon  the  plan  of 
the  ancient  ones,  and  calculated  to  infofe  the  fame  fpi- 
Ttt>  v^hich  eras  a  ihixture  of  heroifni,  gallantry,  and 
<)evotion. 

Tm  fovereigns  reiffd  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  ftill 
higher  by  treatiM  the  nobility  in  fome  meafure  upon  a 
footing  pf  eqvality»  and  by  fetting  boonds  to  their  own 
^^tbority.  They  frequently  aficmbled  their  dates  ge- 
nerals without  whicby  properly  fpeaking,  there  can  hp 
no  n^fioB*  By  thefe  fteles  Alphonfo  was  invefted  with 
the  regal  authority  aft^r  the  taking  of  Lifbon  ;  and  in 
6onj)|n£^jpn  yrhh  tbem»  bis  fucceflbrs^  for  a  long  time, 
fjiercifed  the  power  of  making  laws.  Many  ^f  thefe 
^ws  were  calculated  to  infpire  the  love  of  great  adipm. 
Tbi?  Ordirr  of  npbiljty  was  conferred  upon  thofe  whet 
]f)%d  difti^guifli^d  themfelves  by  fignal  fervices ;  by  kill- 
ing or  taking  prifoner  the  enemy's  general,  or  his  fquire  j 
or  ^y  refufing  to  purcfiafe  their  liberty,  when  in  the 
hands  of  the  M^ors,  by  renouncing  their  religion.  Oa 
the  other  han4>  whoever  infulted  a  womah^  gave  falfe 
evidence,  broke  his  promife,or  f*  difgqifed  the  truth  to 
bis  fovercign,"  was  deprived  of  his  rank. 
.  THE  wiira  W9ged  by  the  Portuguefe  in  defence  of  their 
right$  :and  liberties,  were  at  the  fame  time  religious 
wars.  They  partook  of  that  fierce,  yet  entcrprizing 
fanaticifmj  which  the  popes  bad  encouraged  at  the  time 
of  the  cryfadei.  The  Po^t^Iguefe,  therefore,  were 
knights  armed  in  defence  of  their  properties,  their  wives, 
the'^r  children  %nd  their  ktfigs,  who  were  knigbts  as  well 
as  th^mfelves.  Befidfis  thefe,  they  were  the  heroes  of 
the  cruf^de,  wl^>,  in  defpitfio^  chriftianiiy  were  fightinf 
for  thf^if  country,  T©  tbi$  may  be  added,  that  the  na- 
tipp  w;?s  fnifill,  $n4  its  power  extremely  limited  \  \t 

being 
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Mng  chiefly  in  littk  ftatcs  that  we  find  that  enthttfiaf-  A  <^  O  K 
tk  fondnefe  for  their  country,  which  i%  utterly  unknown        '* 
in  larger  communtties^  that  enjoy  a  greater  fecurity. 

The  principles  of  aftivity,  vigour,  and  a  noble  ele- 
vation of  mind,  which  united  in  the  chara3er  of  this 
nation,  were  npt  loft  after  the  expuifion  of  the  Moors« 
They  purfued  thefe  enemies  of  their  religion  and  gor 
irernment  Into  Africa.  They  were  engaged  in  fevcral 
wars  with  the  kings  of  Caftile  and  Leon ;  and  during 
the  interval  that  preceded  their  expeditions  to  India, 
the  nobility  lived  at  a  diftance  from  cities  and  the  court, 
and  preferved  in  their  caftles  the  virtues  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  together  with  their  portraits. 

Vf  HEN  the  plan  of  extending  their  conquefts  in  Africa 
and  Afia  became  the  obje£k  of  attention  among  the  Por- 
tuguefe ;  a  new  paifion  co-operated  with  the  principles 
juft  mentioned,  to  give  additional  energy  to  the  Portu- 
guefc  fpiril.     This  paflion,  which  however  it  might 
aninute  all  the  reft  for  the  prefent,  would  foon  deftroy 
the  generofity  of  their  temper,  was  avarice.     The  vcf- 
fels  were  crowded  with  adventurers,  who  wanted  to  en* 
rich  themfelves,  ferve  their  country,  and  make  profe- 
lytes.    They  appeared  in  India  to  be  fomething  more 
than  men  till  the  death  of  Albuquerque.     Then  riches, 
which  were  the  objedand  reward  of  their  conquers,  in- 
troduced an  univerfal  corruption.     The  nobler  paflzohs 
gave  way  to  the  pleafures  of  luxury,  which  never  fail 
to  enervate  the  body,  and  to  deftroy  the  virtues  of  the 
mind.     The  weak  fucceflbrs  of  the  illuftrious  Emanuel, 
and  the  Rien  of  mean  abilities,  which  he  himfelf  fent  as 
viceroys  to  the  Indies,  gradually  contributed  to  the  de- 
generacy of  the  Portuguefe. 

•  LoPE5t-SoAREz*  however,   who   fucceeded   Albu- 
querque, purfued  his  defigns.     He  aboliftied  a  barbji- 

rous  cuftom  that  prevailed  in  the  country  of  Travancor, 

»        in 


90  HISTORY  OF  SETTLERffiNTS  AND  TRADE 

B  O  O  K  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calicut.    Thefe  people  con- 

t  _^' ^  fulted  forcerers  concerning  thedcftiny  of  their  children  : 

If  the  magician  promifed  a  happy  deftiny,  they  were 
fuffered  to  live*  if  he  foretoldany  great  calamities  that 
^  were  to  befal  them*  they  were  put  to  death.  Soarez. 
interpofed  to  preferve  their  children.  He  was  for  (ome 
time  employed  in  preventing  thisoppofition  with  which 
the  Portuguefe  were  threatened  in  India  ;  and  as  foon 
as  he  was  relieved  from  his  anxiety,  he  refolded  to  at- 
tempt a  pafTage  to  China. 
Armal  of       The  great  Albuquerque  had  formed  the  fame  defign. 

gu*efc  «t""  ^®  ^^^  "^*'  ^'^*^  Chinefe  (hips  and  merchants  at  Ma- 
Cbina.       lacca^  and  conceived  a  high  opinion  of  a  nation,  whofe 

State  of      very  failors  had  more  politenefs,  a  better  fcnfe  of  deco- 

xmt  em-  J  ,  ,  .        _ 

pire.  ^^^f  more  good  nature  and  humanity,  than  were,  at 

that  time,  to  be  found  among  the  European  nobility. 
He  invited  the  Chinefe  to  continue  their  commerce 
with  Malacca.  From  them  he  procured  a  particular 
account  of  the  flrength,  riches,  and  nwnners  of  their 
cxtenfive  empire,  and  communicated  his  intelligence  to 
the  court  of  Portugal. 

The  Chinefe  nation  was  utterly  unknown  in  Europe. 
Mark  Paul,  a  Venetian,  who  had  travelled  to  China  by 
land,  had  given  a  defcription  of  it  which  was  looked 
upon  as  fabulous.  It  correfponded,  however,  with  the 
particulars  fince  tranfnriitted  by  Albuquerque.  Credit 
was  given  to  this  officer's  teAimony,  and  to  his  account 
of  the  lucrative  trade  that  might  be  carried  on  in  this 
country. 

In  the  year  1518  a  fquadron  failed  from  Lilbon  to 
carry  over  an  ambaffador.  As  foon  as  it  arrived  at  the 
iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canton,  it  was  furround- 
cd  by  Chinefe  vcffels,  which  came  to  reconnoitre  it. 
Ferdinand  D'Andreade,  who  commanded  it,  did  not  at- 
tempt  to  defend   himfelf :  he  fuffered  the  Chinefe  to 
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come  on  board ;  comrnanicated  the  objed  of  his  voyage  BOOK 
to  the  Mandarins  that  prefided  at  Canton,  and  Tent  his         '* 
ambafTador  on  (hore,  who  was  conducted  to  Pekin. 

This  ambaflador  was  every  moment  prefented  with 
fome  new  wonder,  that  (truck  him  with  amazement. 
V  we  conftder  the  largenefs  of  towns,  the  multitude  of 
villages,  the  variety  of  canals,  of  which  fome  are  na- 
vigable  acrofs  the  empire,  and  others  contribute  to  the 
fertility  of  the  foil :  the  art  of  cultivating  their  lands, 
and  the  abundance  and  variety  of  their  produSions,  the 
fagacious  and  mild  afpeS  of  the  inhabitants,  the  perpe- 
tual interchange  of  good  offices  which  appeared  in  the 
country,  and  on  the  publick  roads,  and  the  good  order 
preferved  among  thofe  numberlefs  crouds  who  were 
engaged  in  the  hurry  of  bufinefs,  we  fhall  not  wonder 
at  the  furprize  of  the  Portuguefe  ambaflador,  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  the  barbarous  and  ridiculous  man« 
ners  of  Europe. 

Let  us  take  a  (hort  view  of  this  people.    The  hif- 
tory  of  a  nation  fo  well  governed,  is  the  hiftory  of 
men:  the  reft  of  the  world  refembles  the   chaos  of 
matter  before  it  was  wrought    into    form.     After  a 
long  feries  of  devaftation,  fociety  has  at  length  rifen  to 
order  and  harmony.     States  and  nations  are  produced 
from  each  other,  like  individuals,  with  this  dilFerence, 
that  in  families  nature  brings  about  the  death  of  fome, 
and  provides  for  the  births  of  others,  in  a  conftant  and 
regular  fucceflion :  but  in   ftates,  this  rule  is  violated 
and  deftroyed  by  the  difordersof  fociety,  where  it  fome* 
times  happens  that  ancient  monarchies  ftifie  rifing  re- 
publics in  their  births,  and  that  a  rude  and  favage  peo* 
pie,  rufhing  like  a  torrent,  fweep  away  multitudes  of 
ftates,  which  are  difunited  and  broken  in  pieces. 

China  alone  has  been  exempted  from  this  fatality. 
This  empire,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Ruftian  Tartary, 
on  the  fouth  by  the  Indies,  by  Thibet  on  the  weft,  and 
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B  O  O  K  by  the  ocean  on  the  eaft,  comprehends  almoft  aH  the 
eaftero  extremity  of  the  continant  of  Afia.     It  is  eigh- 
teen hundred  leagues  in  circumference.     It  is  faid  to 
have  laded  through  a  fucceffive  furies  of  four  thoufand 
years,  nor  is  this  antiquity  at  all  to  be  wondered  at.  Tho 
narrow  bounds  of  our  hiftory,  and  the  fmall  extent  of 
our  kingdoms,  which  rife  and  fall  in  a  quick  fucceilton^ 
ttre  the  confequence  of  waf$>  fuperfiition^  and  the  un* 
favourable   circumfiances  of  our  fituation.      But  the 
Chinefe,  who  are  encompaffed  and  defended  on  all  (Ides 
by  feas  and  dererts>  have>  like  the  ancient  Egyptians^ 
given  a  tailing  (lability  to  their  empire.     Since  their 
coad?,  and  the  inland  parts  of  their  territories  have  been 
peopled  and  cultivated,  this  happy  nation  muflof  courfe 
have  been  the  center  of  attraction  to  all  the  furround** 
ing  people ;  and  the  wandering  or  cantoned  tribes  muft 
neceflarily  have  gradually  attached  themfelves  to  a  body 
of  men,  who  fpeak  lefs  frequently  of  the  conqutfts  they 
have  made,  than  of  the  attacks  they  have  fufFered  ;  and 
4ITC  happier  in  the  thought  of  having  civilized  their  con*^ 
querors,  that  they  could  have  been  in  that  of  having  dc*- 
ftroyed  their  invaders. 

In  a  country  where  the  government  is  fo  ancient,  we 
may  every  where  cxped  to  find  deep  traces  of  the  con- 
tinued force  of  induftry.  The  plains  have  been  levelled 
with  the  exaQeft  care  ;  and,  in^eneral,  have  no  great-< 
er  declivity  than  is  neceflary  to  facilitate  the  wateringof 
the  land,  which  they  confider,  with  reafon,  as  one  of 
the  greateft  helps  in  agrkulture.  They  have  but  few, 
even  of  the  moft  ufeful  trees,  as  their  fruits  would  rob 
the  corn  of  its  nouriflinient.  There  are  gardens,  it  is 
true,  interfpcrfed  with  Aowers,  fine  turf,  (hrubberies 
and  fountains;  but  however  agreeable  thefe  licenes 
might  be  to  an  idle  fpe^lator,  they  feem  to  be  concealed 
s^nd  removed  from  the  public  eye,  as  if  the  owners  were 

ftflaxA 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  93 

ifraid  of  ftewtng  how  much  their  afnufementi  had  en-  B  O  O  K 
croached  upon  the  foil  that  ought  to  be  cultivated  for       _^\ 
the  fupport  of  hfe.     They  have  no  parks  or  extenfivq 
forefts>  vrhich  are  not  near  fo  ferviceable  to  mankind  by 
the  wood  tfaey  furnUh,  as  prejudicial  by  preventing  a<« 
gricuUure ;  and  while  they  contribute  to  the  pleaTure 
of  the  great  by  the  beads  that  range  in  them>  prove  a 
real  misfortune  to  the  hafbandman.  In  China,  the  beau-* 
ly  of  a  coontry-feat  confilb  in  its  being  happily  fituated* 
furrounded  with  an  agreeable  variety  of  cultivated  fields* 
and  interfperfed  with  trees  planted  irregularly,  and  with 
fome  moimtsofft  porous  (lone,  which  at  a  diftance  have 
the  appearance  of  rocks  or  mountains. 

The  hills  are  generally  cut  into  terraces,  fupported 

>y  dry  walls.     Here  they  have  refcrvoirs,  conftruded 

with  ingenuity,  for  the  reception  of  rain  a^nd  fpring  wa* 

ten    It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  bottom,  fummit 

ajtd  declivity  of  a  hill  watered  by  the  fame  canal,  by 

means  of  a  number  of  engines  of  a  (Imple  conftrudion, 

which  iavs  manual  bbovr,  and  perform  with  two  men 

what  could  not  be  done  with  a  thoufand  in  the  ordinary 

way.    Thefe  heights  commonly  yield  three  crops  in  a 

yeat.    They  firfi  fow  a  kind  of  radifh,  which  produces 

vm  oil,  then  coctooy  and  after  that  potatoes.     Thia  is 

the  common  method  of  culture  ;  but  this  rule  is  not 

without  exception. 

Upoh  mod  of  the  mountains  which  aire  incapable  of 
being  cultivstecl  for  th^  ufe  of  man,  proper  trees  are 
planted  for  building  hoirfes  or  fiiips.  Many  of  them 
contain  iron^  tin  and  copper  miifKs>  fufficient  to  fuf  ply 
the  empire.  The  gold  mines  havt  been  negleded,  ei- 
ther becaafo  their  produce  4id  not  defray  the  ex  pence  df 
working  them,  or  beeaufe  thie  gold  dufl,  wafhed  down 
by  the  torretits  wa$  found  foffierem  for  the  ptffpofeft  of 
.  exchange. 


94  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

The  fandj  plains,  faved  from  the  ravages  of  the 
ocean,  which  changes  its  bed  as  rivers  do  their  courfe^ 
in  a  rpaceof  time  fo  exadly  proportioned  to  their  dif- 
ferent moments,  that  a  fmall  encroachment  of  the  fea» 
caufes  a  thoufand  revolutions  on  the  furfaceof  the  globe » 
form»  at  this  day,  the  provinces  of  Nankin  and  Teche* 
kiang)  which  are  the  fined  in  the  empire.  As  the 
Egyptians  checked  the  courfe  of  the  Nile,  the  Chinefe 
have  raviibed)  retrained*  and  given  laws  to  the  ocean. 
They  have  re-united  to  the  continent,  trads  of  lat)d 
which  had  been  disjoined  by  the  element.  They  ftill 
exect  their  endeavours  to  oppofe  that  over-ruling  efFeS 
of  the  earth's  motion,  which  protrudes  the  ocean  from 
caft  to  weft.  To  the  movements  of  the  globe,  the  Chi- 
nefe oppofe  the  efforts  of  indufiry  :  and  while  nations^ 
the  moft  celebrated  in  hifiory,  have,  by  the  rage  of  con- 
queft,  increafed  the  ravages  that  time  is  perpetually 
making  upon  this  globe ;  they  ufe  fuch  efforts  to  re- 
tard the  progrefs  of  univerfal  devaftation,  as  might  ap- 
pear fupernatural,  if  daily  experience  did  not  afford  us 
firong  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

To  the  improvements  upon  land,  this  nation  adds,  if 
we  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  the  improvement  of 
the  water.  The  rivers,  which  communicate  with  each 
other  by  canals,  and  run  under  the  walls  of  moft  of  the 
towns,  prefent  us  with  the  profped:  of  floating  cities, 
compofed  of  an  infinite  number  of  boats  filled  with  peo- 
ple, who  live  conftantly  upon  the  water,  and  whofe  fofe 
employment  is  fifliing.  The  fea  itfelf  is  covered  with 
barks,  whofe  mafts,  at  a  didance,  appear  like  moving 
forefis.  Anfon  finds  fault  with  the  fi(hermen  belonging 
to  thefe  boats,  for  not  giving  themfelves  a  moment's  in- 
termii&on  from  their  work  to  look  at  bis  (hip^  which  was 
the  largeft  that  had  ever  appeared  in  thefe  latitudes.  But 

this 
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this  inattention  to  an  obje£l,  which  appeared  to  a  Chi«-  BOOK 
nefe  failor  to  be  of  no  ufe,  though  it  was  in  the  way  of     _^ 
bis  prpfeilion,  is,  perhaps,  a  proof  of  the  happinefs  of  « 
people,  who  prefer  bufmefs  to  matters  of  mere  curio* 

fity. 

The  manner  of  culture  is  by  no  means  uniform 
throughout  this  empire,  but  varies  according  to  the  na-> 
ture  of  the  foil  and  the  difference  of  the  climate.  In  the 
low  countries  towards  the  fouth  they  fow  rice,  which  be* 
ing  always  under  water,  grows  to  a  great  fize,  and  yields 
two  crops  in  a  year.    In  the  inland  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, where  the  fituation  is  lofty  and  dry,  the  foil  pro- 
duces a  fpecies  of  rice,  which  is  neither  fo  large,  well- 
ts^fted,  or  nourithtng,  and  makes  the  hu(bandman  but 
one  return  in  the  year  for  his  labour.     In  the  northern 
parts  they  cultivate  the  fame  kinds  of  grain  as  in  Eu- 
rope, which  grow  in  as  great  plenty,  and  are  of  as  good 
a  quality  as  in  any  of  our  moft  fertile  countries.     From 
pne  end  of  China  to  the  other,  there  are  large  quanti- 
ties of  vegetables,  particularly  in  the  South,  where  that 
and  fifli  fupply  the  place  of  meat,  which  is  the  general 
food  of  the  other  provinces.    But  the  improvement  of 
lands  is  univerfally  underftood  and  attended  to.     All 
the  different  kinds  of  manure  are  carefully  preferved, 
and  ikilfuHy  diftributed  to  the  heft  advantage  ;  and  that 
which  arifes  from  fertile  lands,  is  applied  to  make  them 
ilill  more  fertile.     This  grand  fyftem  of  nature,  which 
is  fuH^wd  by  deftrudion  and  re-produ3ion,  is  better 
underftood  and  attended  to  in  China  than  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world. 

A  PHILOSOPHER,  whom  the  fpirit  of  obfervation  has 
led  into  their  empire,  has  found  out  and  explained  the 
caufes  of  the  rural  oeconomy  of  the  Chinefe. 

Thb  firft  of  thefe  caufes  is  that  charader  of  induf- 
try  by  which  this  nation  is  particularly  diftinguifhed, 

and 
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BOOK  and  it  ofie  of  thofef  which  in  its  natore  requires^  a  lefi 
^'_  ^  (hare  of  repofe.  Every  day  in  the  yenr  it  dcVoted  to 
Itfbouff  except  the  firft,  which  is  ennployed  in  paying 
and  receiving  vifits  among  relationi ;  and  the  iaft^vvhich 
\i  facred  to  the  memory  of  their  anceftors.  The  firft 
is  a  focial  duty^  the  latter  a  part  of  domeftic  worflttp.  In 
tiikis  nation  of  fagesi  whatever  unites  and.civiiiaes  manj 
kind  3s  religion,  and  religion  itfeif  is  nothing  n^ore  than 
rtifc  prafiice  of  the  fbcial  virtaes«  Thefe  fober  and 
rational  people  want  nothing  more  than  the  eontroul  of 
civil  laws  to  make  them  juft  ^  their  private  worfliipeon^ 
lifts  in  the  love  of  thear  parents  whether  living  or  dead ; 
and  their  public  worfliip  in  the  love  of  labour ;  and 
that  labour  which  is  held  in  the  moA  faored  veceraHoA 
is  agriculture. 

Tub  generofity  of  two  of  Iheir  ei^perors  is  muob  re- 
yer^f  who,  preferring  thd  interefts  of  the  ftate  to  tfaof^ 
of  their  family,  kept  their  own  children  from  the  tbroM 
to  make  room  for  itien  taken  from  the  f^lc^w.  They 
revere  the  memory  of  thefe  bufbandmets,  who  fowed 
the  feeds  of  the  happinefs  and  ftabrlity  of  the  enipirie  in 
the  fertile  boibm  of  the  earth  }  that  inexbau&ibid  fotarot 
of  whsttever  conduces  to  the  nouriflimefit^  and  oonfe^ 
quently  to  the  numbers  of  mankind. 

In  imitation  of  thefe  i^oyal  hufbandtnetif  the  ^tapet^i 
of  ChiAa  become  huibandi^neiit  officially.  It  is  one  of  their 
public  fonfiions  to  break  up  the  ground  in  the  fpritig) 
and  the  parade  and  magnificence  that  accoitipanies  this 
cereitiony,  draws  together  dlt  the  farmers  in  the  neighs 
bourhcod  of  the  capital.  They  flock  in  crouds  to  fee 
their  prince  perform  this  folembtty  in  honour  of  the  6rft 
of  all  the  arts.  It  is  not,  as  in  the  fables  of  Greece,  i 
god,  who  tends  the  flocks  of  a  king;  it  is  the  father  of 
his  people,  who,  holding  the  jblow  With  his  own  hatidsi 
&ew5  his  children  what  are  the  Irae  fkbes  of  the  ftate* 

In 
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Tn  a  little  time  he  repairs  again  to  the  field  he  has  B  O  O  K 
ploughed  himfelf,  to  fow  the  feed  that  is  moil  proper  ,  _^' 
for  the  ground*.  The  example  of  the  prince  is  followed 
in  all  the  provinces  j  and  at  the  fame  feafons,  th?  vice- 
roys repeat  the  fame  ceremonies  in  the  prefenc^  of  a 
i\umerous  conccurfe  of  hufcandmcn.  The  EurppeaQSt, 
who  have  been  prefem  at  this  folcninity  at  Canton,  ne- 
ver fpeai  of  it  without  emotion ;  and  make  us  regret 
.that  this  feftival,  whofe  political  aim  is  the  encourage- 
ment of  labour,  is  not  efiabli(be.d  in  our  climate,  in- 
ftead  of  that  number  of  religious  fe$fts,  which  fcem  to 
be  invented  by  idlenefs  to  make  the  country  a  barren 
wafte. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  however,  that  the  court  of 
Pekin  are  really  engaged  in  the  labovrs  of  a  rural  life. 
The  arts  of  Juxjury  are  grown  to  fo  great  a  height  in 
China,  that  theie  performances  can  <Hily  pafs  for  mere 
ceremonies.  But  the  law  which  obliges  the  prince  to 
(how  this  token  of  refpcd  to  the  profeflion  qf  huibaod* 
paen,  has  a  tendency  tp  prompte  the  advantage  of  agri- 
culture. The  deference  p^id  by  tb«  tpvereigB  to  public 
opinions  contributes  to  perpetuate  it ;  «^  the  influence 
of  opmion  i^  the  priij^ipj*!  fprjng  th^t  aduates  the  poli- 
tical machine* 

This  inftu?ncc  is  prefcrvfsd  in  China  by  conferring 

hoaours  on  all  hufl>andmcn,  who  excel  in  the  cul  ti vatiori 

of  the  ground.   When  any  ufeful  difcovery  is  made  the 

stuihor  pfit  is  called  fo  cpurt  to  coaununicate  it  to  the 

prince  ;  and  is  fent  by  government  into  the  provinces, 

to  inftrufik  them  in  his  method.     In  a  word^    in  this 

counlry^  where  nobility  is  not  hereditary,  but  a  mere 

perfonal  reward  indifcriminately  befiowed  upon  metit ; 

feveral  of  the  ma^ftrates  and  perfons  raifed  to  the  higheft 

eniploynients  in  the  empire  are  chofen  out  pf  families 

who  are  folely  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  land. 

Vol.  I.  H  These 
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These  encouragements  which  belong  to  their  man- 
ners, are  further  feconded  by  the  bed  political  inftituti- 
ons.  Whatever  is  in  its  nature  incapable  of  being  di- 
vided, as  the  fea,  rivers,  canals,  &c.  is  enjoyed  in  com- 
inon>  and  is  nobody's  property.  Every  one  has  the  li- 
berty ofgoing  upon  the  water,  fifliing,  and  hunting  ; 
and  a  fubjed  who  is  in  poflfeffion  of  an  edate,  whether 
aqguired  by  himfelf  or  left  by  his  relations,  is  in  no  dan- 
ger of  having  his  right  called  in  queftion  by  the  tyran* 
nical  authority  of  the  feudal  laws. 

The  fmallnefsof  the  taxes  is  ftill  a  farther  encourage- 
ment to  agriculture.  Till  lately,  the  proportion  paid  to 
government  out  of  the  produce  of  the  lands,  was  from  a 
tenth  down  to  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  income,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  foil.  This  was  the  only  tribute  le« 
vied  in  China.  The  leading  men  never  entertained  a 
thought  of  increaiing  it ;  not  venturing  to  pulh  a  point 
of  this  nature  in  oppofition  tocuftom  and  opinion,  which 
determine  every  thing  in  this  empire.  'Some  emperors 
and  minifters,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  glad  to  at- 
tempt an  innovation  of  this  kind  ;  but  as  fuch  an  under- 
taking would  require  time,  and  they  could  not  hope  to 
live  to  fee  its  fuccefs,  they  did  not  choofe  to  engage  in  it. 
Men  of  bad  principles  aim  at  immediate  enjoyment, 
while  the  virtuous  fubjeft  extending  his  benevolence 
beyond  the  prefent  generation,  contents  himfelf  with 
forming  defigns,  and  propagating  ufeful  truths,  without 
expeding  to  reap  any  advantage  from  them  in  his  ou^n 
perfon. 

It  is  but  lately  that  conqueft  and  commerce  have  in- 
troduced new  taxes  into  China.  The  Tartar  emperors 
have  laid  a  duty  upon  certain  articles  of  proviiiQns,  me* 
tals,  and  merchandife.  In  fhort,  if  we  may  believe  the 
Jefuit  Amyot,cu(loms  are  eftabliflied  there  as  well  as  'm 
Europe. 

It 
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h  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  Europeans  would  imi-  BOOK 
t«te  the  Chincfe  in  the  mode  of  levying  their  taxes ;        ^* 
Hhich  isjuft,  humane^  and  not  expenfivc.  Every  year» 
at  the  time  of  harveft^  the  fields  are  meafured^  and  rated 
in  proportion  to  their  adual  produce.  Whether  the  Chi« 
nefe  are  as  difhoneft  as  they  are  reprefented^  or  whether 
they  are  only  faithlefs  and  deceitful  in  their  dealings 
with  ilranger5>  as  feveral  nations  among  the  ancient^  I 
ihal/  not  take  upon  me  to  determine ;  but  it  (hould  feem 
that  government  repofes  confiderable  confidence    in 
them,  as  they  are  not  teized  and  molefled  by  thofe 
fearchtngs  and  troublefome  vifits,  fo  common  in  the 
mode  of  taxation  in  Europe.     The  only  penalty  inflid^ 
ed  on  perfons  liable  to  be  taxed>  and  who  are  too  (low  in 
the  payment  of  the  tribute  demanded  by  the  public,  is 
to  quarter  old^  infirm^  and  poor  people  upon  them,  to 
be  maintained  at  their  expence  till  they  have  difcharged 
the  debt  due  to  government.     This  manner  of  proceed- 
ing has  a  tendency  to  awaken  pity  and  humanity  in  the 
breaft  of  a  citizen,  when  he  fees  roiferable  objeSs,  and 
hears  the  cries  of  hunger:  inftead  of  giving difguft^ 
and  exciung  his  refentment  by  forcible  feizures  and  the 
menaces  of  an  infolent  foldiery,  who  come  to  live  at 
difcretion  tn  a  hotife  expofed  to  the  numberlefs  extorti* 
ens  of  the  exchequer. 

Is  China,  the  taxes  are  levied  without  having  recourfe 
to  thofe oppreflive  methods  that  are  pradifed  in  Europe. 
The  mandarins  take  the  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
earth  in  kind.  The  officers  in  the  municipal  towns  give 
in  their  account  of  this  tribute  and  all  other  taxes  to  the 
receiver-general  of  the  province ;  and  the  whole  is  lodg* 
ed  in  the  public  treafury.  The  ufe  that  is  made  of  this 
revenue  prevents  all  frauds  in  colleding  it  :  as  it  is 
well  known,  that  a  part  of  thefe  duties  is  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  magiftrates  and  foldiers.    The 

H  2  money 
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BOOK  wontf  arifing  from  the  fale  of  this  proportion  of  the 
prodttfi  of  the  knds  is  never  iffued  from  the  exchequer 
bat  in  public  exigencies.  It  is  laid  up  in  the  magazines 
againft  times  of  fcarcity,  when  the  people  receive^  what 
they  lent,  as  it  were,  in  times  of  plenty. 

It  may  naturally  be  expeded  that  a  nation,  enjoying 
fo  many  advantages,  will  be  extremely  populous :  efpe- 
ci^Uy  in  a  climate  where,  whatever  reaibn  may  be  af- 
figned  for  it,  the  women  are  remarkably  prolific,  and 
the  men  do  no  injury  to  the  natural  vigour  of  their  con- 
ftitution  by  the  ufe  of  firong  liquors  ;  where  the  wea- 
ther is  wholeforoe  and  temperate,  and  few  children  die 
In  proportion  to  the  numbers  born :  where  the  foil  over- 
pays the  labour  of  cultivating  it,  not  to  mention  their 
fimple  and  plain  manner  of  living,  which  is  regulated 
by  the  flrideft  oeconomy.         ^ 

The  Jefuits,  however,  who  were  employed  by  the 
court  of  Peiuii  to  make  charts  of  the  empire,  in  the 
courfe  of  their  undertaking,  difcovered  fome  confidera- 
ble  trads  of  defert  land»  which  had  efcaped  the  notice 
pf  the  merchants  who  frequented  only  the  fea-ports, 
and  of  travellers  who  went  only  by  the  road  of  Canton 
10  the  capital. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  accouat  for  the  want  of  po- 
pulation in  fome  countries  remote  from  China,  if  it  were 
not  known»  that,  in  thefe  extenfive  (btes,  a  great nutn- 
ber  of  children  are  defiroycd  foon  after  they  are  born; 
that  feveral  of  thofe  who  efcape  this  cruel  fate>  fufFer 
the  moft  (hameful  mutilation  ;  and  of  thofe  who  are  oot 
thus  barbaroufly  robbed  of  their  fex,  many  are  reduced 
to  a  ftate  of  (la very >  and  deprived  of  the  comforts  of 
marriage  by  tyrannical  mailers :  that  polygamy*  lb  con« 
trary  to  reafon  and  the  fpirit  of  fociety,  is  univerfaliy 
praQifod ;  that  the  vice  which  nature  rejeds  with  the 
utmod  abhorrence*  is  very  common  ;  and  that  the  con- 
vents 
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tenfs  of  the  Bonzes  contain  little  iefs  than  a  million  of  B  O  O  K 
perfons  devoted  to  celibacy.  '• 

But  if  a  few  fcattered  cantons*  which  are  hardly 
known  even  in  China*  be  deftitute  of  hands  to  cul-* 
tivate  them ;  are  there  not  many  more  in  which  men 
are  affembled  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  incomnfiode  each 
other  ?  This  inconvenience  is  obfervable  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  great  cities  and  public  roads*  and  partica^ 
larly  in  the  fouthern  provinces.  Accordingly  it  appears 
by  the  records  of  the  empire*  that  a  bad  harveft  has 
feldom  failed  to  produce  an  infurreSion. 

We  need  go  no  further  to  find  the  reafons  which 
f  revent  defpotifm  from  making  any  advances  in  China, 
It  is  evident  from  thefe  frequent  revolutions*  that  the 
people  are  fully  fenfible  that  a  regard  to  the  rights  of 
property*  and  a  fubmiffion  to  the  laws*  are  duties  of  a 
lower  clafs,  fubordinate  to  the  original  ri^ts  of  natttre» 
and  that  communities  are  formed  for  the  common  be- 
nefit of   thofe  who  enter  into   them.      Accordingly, 
when  the  more  immediate  neceffaries  of  life  fail,  the 
Chinefe  ceafe  to  acknowledge  an  authority  which  does 
trot  (provide  for  their  fubfifience.     The  right  of  kings 
is  founded  on  the  regard  they  pay  to  the  prefervatfon  of 
the  people.  .  Neither  religion  nor  morality  teach  any 
other  dodrine  in  China. 

The  emperor  is  well  aware*  that  be  prcfides  over  a 
people  who  fubmit  to  the  laws  no  longer  than  while 
tbey  promote  their  happinefs.  He  is  fenfible,  that  if 
the  fpirit  of  tyranny*  which  is  fo  common  and  infefti- 
ous  in  other  countries*  {hould  fei2;e  him  but  for  a  mo- 
ment^ fuch  a  violent  oppofition  would  be  raifcdj  that 
he  would  be  driven  from  the  tbrorte.  Accordingly* 
finding  himfelf  inverted  with  the  fupreme  authority  by 
a  p^opte  who  obPferve  and  critictfe  his  eondnS,  he  is  far 
from  attempting  to  make  himfelf  a  religious  phantom* 

H  3  and 


103     .        HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  and  doing  juft  as  he  pleafes.  He  does  not  violate  ehe 
^*  facred  contraS,  by  virtue  of  which  he  holds  the  fcep- 
tre.  He  is  convinced  that  the  people  are  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  rights,  and  the  manner  of  defend- 
ing themy  that  whenever  a  province  complains  of  the 
Mandarin  that  governs  it,  he  recalls  him  without  exa- 
mination,  and  delivers  him  up  to  a  tribunal,  whichpro- 
ceedsagainft  him  if  he  is  in  fault :  but  (hould  he  even 
prove  innocent,  he  is  not  reinftated  in  his  employment, 
as  it  is  deemed  a  crime  to  have  drawn  upon  himfelf 
the  refentment  of  the  people.  He  is  confidered  as  an  ig* 
siorant  tutor*  who  (hould  attempt  to  prevent  children 
from  entertaining  theafFeSion  which  they  owe  to  their 
father.  This  compliance,  which,  in  other  countries, 
would  nourifii  perpetual  difcontent,  and  occafion  an  in- 
finite number  of  intrigues,  is  not  attended  with  any  in- 
convenience in  China,  where  the  inhabitants  are  natu-* 
rally  difpofed  to  be  mild  and  juft,  and  the  conftitution 
of  the  ftate  is  fo  ordered,  that  its  delegates  have  feidom 
any  rigorous  commands  to  execute. 

The  neceffity  of  juftice  in  the  prince  tends  to  make 
him  more  wife  and  intelligent.  He  is  in  China  what 
one  would  gladly  believe  princes  in  all  countries  were, 
the  idol  of  bis  people.  It  ihould  feem  that  their  man- 
ners and  laws  confpire  to  efiablifh  this  fundamental 
principle,  that  China  is  a  family  of  which  the  emperor 
is  the  patriarch.  He  doe^  not  poITefs  his  authority  as  a 
conqueror,  or  a  legiflator,  but  as  a  father:  as  a  father 
he  governs,  rewards,  ^nd  puniibes.  This  pleafing  fen- 
timent  gives  him  a  greater  power  than  the  tyrants  of  o- 
ther  nations  can  poilibly  derive  from  the  number  of 
their  troops,  or  the  artifices  of  their  minifters.  It  is  not 
to  be  imagined  what  efteem  and  aifedion  the  Chinefe 
have  for  their  emperor,  or,  as  they  ^xpi-^fs  it,  their 
common,  their  univerfal  father, 

This 
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This  public  worftiip  is  founded  upon  that  which  Is  B  O  O  K 

cftaWiflicd  by  private  education.     In  China,  the  father 

and  mother  claim  an  abfolute  right  over  the >  children 

at  every  period  of  life^  even  when  raifed  to  the  higheft 

dignity.    Paternal  authority^    and  filial  afFe3ion,  are 

the  fources  of  every  thing  in  this  empire  :  by  this  the 

manners  are  regulated,  and  it  is  the  grand  tie  that  unites 

the  prince  to  his  fubjeAs,  the  fubjeds  to  their  prince^v 

and  citizens  to  one  another.     1  he  Chinefe  government 

has  gradually  arrived  at  that  point  of  perfeflion,  from 

tvfaich  all   others  feem  to  have  finally  and  irrevocably 

degenerated.     I  mean  the  patriarchal  government,  a 

government  eftabliflied  by  nature  itfelf. 

Notwithstanding  this  fublime  fyflem  of  morals, 
that  for  fo  many  ages  has  contributed  to  the  profperity 
of  the  Chinefe  empire,  it  would  probably  have  experi- 
enced an  infenfible  change,  if  the  chimerical  diftindions 
allowed  to  birth  had  not  deflroyed  that  original  equality 
eftabliflied  by  nature  among  mankind,  and  which  ought 
only  to  give  place  to  fupcrior  abilities,  and  fuperior  me- 
rit.   In  all  the  ftates  of  Europe,  one  clafs  of  men  af- 
fume  from  their  infancy  a  pre-eminence  independent  of 
their  moral  charaSer.     The  attention  paid  them  from 
the  moment  of  their  birth,  gives  them  the  idea  that 
they  are  formed  for  command  ;  they  foon  learn  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  a  diftinS  fpecies,  and  being  fecurc 
of  a  certain  rank  and  ftation,  take  no  pains  to  make 
themfelves  worthy  of  it. 

This  fyftem,  to  which  wq  owe  fo  many  indifferent 
miniflers,  ignorant  magiftrates,  and  bad  generals,  has 
no  place  irt  China,  where  nobility  does  not  defcerd  by 
hereditary  right.  The  figure  any  citizen  makes,  be-» 
gins  and  ends  with  himfelf.  The  fon  of  the  prime  mi- 
nifter  of  the  empire  has  no  Advantages  at  the  moment 
Of  his  birth*  but  thofe  he  may  have  derived  from  na^ 

H  4  ture. 
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BOOK  turc.  The  rank  of  nobility  is  fometimes  conferred  upon 
^^  ^  the  artceftors  of  a  man  who  has  done  fome  fignal  fer- 
▼ices  to  his  country  ;  but  this  mark  of  diflindion>  ivhich 
is  merely  perfona!,  dies  with  its  poflcffor  :  and  bis  chil- 
dren derive  no  other  advantage  from  it  than  the  memo- 
ry and  example  of  his  virtues. 

In  confequence  of  this  perfeQ  equality,  the  Chinefe 
are  enabled  to  eftablifh  an  uniform  fyftem  of  education, 
and  to  inculcate  correfpondent  principles.  It  is  no  dif- 
ficult faflc  to  perfuade  men  who  are  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing by  birth,  that  they  are  all  brethren.  This^  opinion 
gives  them  every  advantage  which  would  be  loft  if  a 
contrary  idea  prevailed.  A  Chinefe,  who  (hould  ab- 
ftraS  himfelf  from  this  common  fraternity,  would  be- 
come a  folitary  and  miferable  being  ;  and  wander  as  a 
flranger  in  the  heart  of  his  country. 

Instead  of  thofe  frivolous  diftinQions,  which  are 
allotted  to  birth  in  almoft  every  other  country,  the 
Chinefe  fubftitute  real  ones,  founded  entirely  on  perfo- 
nal  riierit.  A  fet  of  wife  and  intelligent  men,  who  are 
honoiired  with  the  title  of  the  learned  mandarins,  de- 
vote themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  all  fciences  neceffary  to 
qualify  them  for  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 
None  can  be  admitted  into  this  refpeQable  fociety,  who 
are  not  recommended  by  their  talents  and  knowledge : 
for  riches  give  no  claim  to  this  honour.  The  manda- 
rins are  at  their  option  to  fix  upon  proper  perfons  to 
aflbciate  with  them ;  and  they  never  chufe  any  perfon 
without  a  previous  and  ftrift  examination.  There  are 
different  clafTes  of  maiwlarins,  the  fqcceffion  to  which 
is  regulated  by  merits  and  not  by  feniorlty. 

Out  of  the  daft  of  mandarins^  the  ^mpferor,  ac- 
Carding  (o  a  cuftom  a&  ancient  as  the  empire^  ele^s 
miniflers,  magiftrates,  governors  of  provinces^  aixf.  of- 
ficers of  every  denomination,  who  are  called  to  any  em- 
ployment 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  ,oJ 

ploynient  in  the  ftat«.  ^  As  his  choice  can  only  fall  op-  BOOK 
on  men  of  tried  abilities,  the  welfare  of  the  people  b  '* 

always  lodged  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  worthy  of 
fuch  a  truft. 

In  confeqoeoce  of  this  inftitufion,  no  dignity  is  here-* 
Auary  except  that  of  the  crown  ;  and  even  that  is  not 
always  conferred  on  the  eldeft  fon ;  bat  to  him  whom 
the  emperor  and  the  cooncil  of  rnandarins  judge  moft 
worthy.  By  this  method,  a  fpirit  of  virtuoos  emulati- 
on prevails  even  in  the  imperial  family.  The  throne  i^ 
given  to  merit  afone,  and  it  is  affigned  to  th^  heir  only 
\n  confideraHion  of  his  abilities.  The  emperors  father' 
thufc  to  appoint  a  fucceffor  from  a  different  family, 
than  to  intruft  the  reins  of  goternmcnt  to  nnfkilfut 
hands. 

The  viceroys  and  magiftrates  erijoy  the  affeQion  of 
the  people,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  partake  of  the 
authority  of  the  fovcrcign ;  and  any  miftakes  in  their  ad- 
miniftration  meet  with  the  fame  indulgence  that  is 
fhown  to  thofe  of  the  fupteme  legiflator.     They  have 
not  that  tendency  to  fedition  wtiich  prevails  ift  this 
part  of  the  world.     In  Chin^  thef e  is  no  fet  of  men  to 
form  or  manage  a  faSion  ;  as  the  mandarins  have  no 
rich  and  powerful  family  connections,  they  can  derive 
no  fupport  but  from  the  crown,  and  their  own  pru- 
dence.    They  are  trained  up  in  a  way  of  thinkiiig  that 
in/pires  humanity,  the  love  of  order,  beneficence,  and 
re/pefi  for  the  laws.     They  take  pains  to  inculcate 
thefe  fentiments  'into  the  people,  and  fecure  their  at- 
tachment to  every  law,  by  ihevvihg  them  itsufeful  ten- 
dency, 't'he  fovereign  palTcs  no  ediS  that  does  not  con- 
vey feme  moral,  or  political  inftruQion.     The  people 
neceflarily  become  acquainted  with  their  interefts,  and 
ftie  meafures' taken  by  government  to  promote  them  ; 

and 
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BOOK  and  the  better  informed  they  are,  the  more  likely  they 
^  ,  will  be  to  remain  quiet. 

Superstition,  which  excites difturbances  in  alio- 
ther  countries,  and  cither  eftabli(hes  tyranny,  or  over- 
throws government^  has  no  influence  in  China.  It  is  to- 
lerated, injudicioufly  perhaps,  \)y  the  laws :  but,  at 
leaft,  it  never  makes  laws  itfelf.  No  perfon  can  have 
any  (hare  in  the  government  who  does  not  belong  to  the 
clafs  of  literati,  which  adipits  of  no  fuperftition.  The 
bonzes  are  not  allowed  to  ground  the  duties  of  morality 
upon  the  doSrines  of  their  feSs,  nor  confequently  to 
difpenfe  with  them.  If  they  impofe  upon  fome  part  of 
the  nation,  their  artifices  do  not  aflFefl;  thofe  whofe  ex- 
ample and  authority  are  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
the  ftate. 

Confucius,  in  whofe adions and  difcourfes  precept 
was  joined  toexanaple,  and  whofe  memory  and  do£trine 
are  equally  embraced  and  revered  by  all  clafles  and  feds 
whatfoever,  was  the  founder  of  the  national  religion  of 
China,  His  code  contains  a  fyftem  oF  natural  law» 
which  ought  to  be  the  ground-work  of  all  religions,  the 
rule  of  fociety,  and  {landard  of  all  governments.  He 
taught  that  reafon  was  an  emanation  of  the  Deity;  and 
that  the  fupreme  law  confided  in  the  harmony  between 
nature  and  reafon.  The  religion  that  runs  in  oppofition 
to  thefe  two  guides  of  human  life,  does  not  come  from 
heaven/ 

As  the  Chinefe  have  no  term  for  God,  they  fay  that 
heaven  is  God.  Bui,  fays  the  emperor  Chang-cbi,  in 
an  edift  publiflied  in  1 710,  it  is  not  to  the  vijible  and 
material  heaven  that  we  offer  oiir  facrificesy  but  to  the 
Lord  0/ Heaven.  Thus.atheifm,  though  not  uncommon 
in  China,  is  not  publicly  profeffed.  '  It  is  neither  the 
charaSeriftic  of  a  feS,  nor  an  objeS  of  perfecution  5 
J)ut  is  tolerated  «s  well  as  fuperftition. 

The 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  toj 

The  emperor,  who  is  fole  pontiff,  is  likewifc  rhejudge  BOOK 
in  mauers  of  religion  ;  but  as  the  national  worfliip  was         '' 
njaWe  for  the  government,  not  the  government  for  it ; 
and  as  both  were  defigned  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  ends 
of  fociety,  it  is  neither  the  intcreft  nor  inclination  of  the 
fovereign  to  employ  the  two  fold  authority  lodged  in  his 
hands,  for  the  purpofes'of  oppreifion.     If  on  the  one 
hand  the  do6trines  and  ceremonies  of  the  hierarchy  do 
not  prevent  the  prince  from  making  an  ill  ufe  of  abfo- 
lute  authority  ;  he  is  more  powerfully  redrained  on  the 
other,  by  the  general  influence  of  the  national  manners. 
Any  attempt  to  change  thefe  manners  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  greateft  difficulty,  becaufe  they  are  in« 
cukated  by  a  mode  of  education  which  is,  perhaps,  the 
beft  we  are  acquainted  with.     They  do  not  make  a 
point  of  intruding  their  children  till  they  are  five  years 
old.     They  are  then  taught  to  write  words  cr  hierogly^ 
phics,  which  reprefent  fenfible  objeds,  of  which  at  the 
fame  time  they  endeavour  to  give  them  clear  ideas. 
Afterwards  their  memory  is  (lored  with  fententious  ver* 
fes  containing  precepts  of  morality^  which  they  are 
taught  to  reduce  to  pra£kice.     As  they  advance  in  year< 
they  are  infiruded  in  the  philofophy  of  Confucius.  This 
is  the  manner  of  education  among  the  ordinary  ranks. 
The  children  w  ha  are  defigned  for  pofts  of  honour,  be* 
gin  in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  intermix  other  fludies  re-* 
lative  to  human  condud  in  the  different  flations  of  life. 
Is  China,  the  manners  take  their  complexion  from 
the  lav^s,  apd  are  preferved  by  common  ufage,  which 
are  likewife  prefcribed  by  the  laws.    The  Chinefe  have 
3  greater  number  of  precepts,  relating  to  the  mofl  com- 
mon  aC^ions,  than  any  other  people  in  the  world.  Their 
code  of  politenefs  i^  very  voluminous ;  the  loweft  citi- 
zen is  inflrufted  in  it,  and  obferves  it  with  the  fame 
rxa^pefs  as  the  mandartnes  and  the  court. 

The 
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Th&  laws  in  thiscode>  like  all  the  rtR,  are  formed 
with  a  view  of  keeping  up  the  opinion  that  China  is 
but  one  great  family,  and  of  promoting  that  regard  and 
mutual  afFedion  in  the  cittTrens*  which  is  due  to  each 
Other  as  brethren.     Thefe  rights  and  cuftoms  tend  to 
prefer vc  the  manners.     Sometimes,   indeed,  ceremo- 
nies are  fubftituted  for  fentinient ;  but  how  often  are 
(hey  the  means  of  reviving  it !  They  compofe  a  kind  of 
eonftant  homage  that  is  paid  to  virtue  ;  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  engage  the  attention  of  youth.     It  preferves  the 
rcfpeS  due  to  virtue  herfclf ;  and  if  it  fometimes  leads 
to  hypocrify,  it  encourages  a  laudable  zeal.     Tribunals 
are  ereded  to  take  cognizance  of  tranfgreflions  again  (l 
the  cuftoms ;  as  well  as  to  punifli  crimes  and  reward 
merit.    Moderate  penalties  are  rafliSed   upon  ciimes, 
and  virtue  is  diftingurfhed  by  mark^of  honour.  Honour 
is  accordingly  one  of  the  principles  that  aduate  the 
Chinefe  government :  and  thodgh  it  is  not  the  leading 
one,  operates  more  ftrongly  than  fear,  and  more  feebly 
than  affedion. 

Ukd£r  the  influence  of  fuch  inftitutions,  one  fiiould 
fexpefl,  that  China  would  be  the  country  in  the  whole 
world,  where  men  wonld  be  mbft  humane.  According- 
ly the  humanity  of  the  Chinefe  is  confpidnous  on  thoCfe 
occasions,  where  it  (hould  feem,  that  virtue  could  have 
no  other  objeft  but  juftice  ;  and  that  juftice  could  not 
be  executed  without  feverity.  Their  prifoners  are  con- 
fined in  neat  and  commodious  apartments,  where  they 
arc  well  taken  care  of  even  to  the  moment  when  they 
fufFer.  It  frequently  happens,  that  fbe  only  puntlh- 
"ment  infliQed  on  a  rich  nian  an^oohfs  to  no  more  that^ 
obliging  him  for  a  certain  time  tb  maintsrirt  or  clothe 
feme  old  men  and  orphans  at  his  owft  e^pence.  Out 
moral  and  political  romances,  form  the  real  hiftbry  of 
the  Chinefe,  whdhaVe  regulated  all  the  d£tions  of  meA 

with 
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with  fiicfa  aiD  exad  nicety,  thtt  they  have  Icarcely  any  B  O  O  )^ 
fieed  of  rentiment.  Yet  they  do  not  fail  to  cultivate  the         '* 
latter  in  order  to  give  a  proper  eftimation  to  the  former. 

The  f{Hrit  of  patriotifmj  that  fptrit»  without  which 
ftates  are  mere  colonies,  and  aot  nations,  it  ftronger, 
perhaps,  and  more  adive  among  the  Chinefe,  than  it  m 
found  in  any  republic.  It  i$  common  to  fee  them  vo- 
luotarily  contributing  their  labour  to  repair  the  public 
rOads :  the  rich  build  places  of  fheller  upon  them  for 
the  ufe  of  travellers ;  others  plant  trees  there.  Such 
aSipns,  which  are  proofs  of  a  beneficent  humanity  [ra- 
ther than  an  oftentatioo  of  generofity,  are  Gstr  from  be- 
ing uncommon  in  China. 

There  have  been  times,  when  they  have  been  fre- 
quent ;  and  others,  when  they  have  been  lefs  fo ;  but 
the  corruption  which  waa  the  caufe    of   the  latter, 
brought  on  a  revolution,  and  the  manners  of  the  people 
were  reformed.    They  fufiered  by  the  late  invafion  of 
the  Tartars :  they  are  now  recovering  in  proportion, 
as  the  princes  of  that  vidorious  nation  lay  afide  the  fo«- 
perffitions  of  their  own  country,  to  adopt  the  principles 
of  the  nation  they  have  conquered ;  and  in  proportion 
as  they  improve  in  the  knowledge  of  thofe  books,  whicb 
the  Cbinefe  call  canonical. 

It  cannot  be  long  before  we  fee^the  amiable  charac- 
ter of  this  natiop  entirely  revived;  that  fraternal,  and 
kindred  principle ;  thofe  enchanting  focial  ties,  which 
ibften  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  attach  them  in- 
violably to  the  laws.  Political  wrors  and  viees  cannot 
take  deep  root  in  a  country  where  they  never  promote 
any  men  to  public  employments,  but  fuch  as  are  of  the 
fed  of  the  learned,  whofe  fole  occupation  is  to  inftrud 
thenafelves  in  the  principles  of  morality  and  government. 
As  long  as  real  knowle^dge  iball  be  held  in  eftimation, 
as  long  as  it  Onall  continue  to  lead  to  public  honours, 

there 
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BOOK  there  will  exift  among  the  people  of  China  a  fund  of 
5l  .  reafon  and  virtue,  which  will  not  be  found  among  oihef 
nations. 

Ir  thispidure  of  the  manners  of  the  Chtnefe  ihould 
be  different  from  that  drawn  by  other  writers,  it  is 
not,  perhaps,  impoflible  to  reconcile  opinions  fofeem* 
ingly  contradidory.  China  may  be  confidered  in  two 
di{{in£k  points  of  view.  If  we  ftudy  the  inhabitants  as 
they  appear  in  the  fea-ports,  and  great  towns,  we  fliall 
be  difgufted  at  their  cowardice,  knavery  and  avarice  : 
but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  empire,  particularly  in  the 
country,  we  Ihall  find  their  manners  domelltc,  fociat 
and  patriotic.  It  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  a  more 
virtuous,  humane  and   intelligent  people. 

It  mud,  however^  be  acknowledged,  that  the  gteat-^ 
eft  part  of  thofe  improvements,  which  depend  upon 
theories  at  all  complicated,  are  not  fo  far  advanced 
there,  as  one  (hould  naturally  exped:  from  an  ancient, 
adive  and  diligent  people,  who  have  fo  long  had  a  clue 
to  them.  But  this  riddle  is  not  inexplicable.  The  Chi-» 
nefe  language  requires  a  long  and  laborious  ftudy» 
fcarcely  to  be  comprehended  within  the  term  of  a  man's 
life.  The  rites  and  ceremonies*  which  they  obferve 
upon  every  occafion,  afford  more  exercife  for  their  me- 
mory than  their  fenfibility.  Their  manners  are  calcu- 
lated to  check  the  impulfes  of  the  foul,  and  weaken  irs 
operations.  Too  much  taken  up  in  the  purfuit  of  what 
is  ufeful,  they  have  noopportunity  of  launching  out  into 
the  exteniive  regions  of  imagination*  An  exccflive  ve*- 
neration  for  antiquity,  makes  them  the  (laves  of  what* 
ever  is  eftabliflied.  All  thefe  caufes  united,  muft  necef^ 
farily  have  (lifled,  among  the  Chinefe,  the  fpirit  of  in- 
vention. It  requires  ages  with  them  to  bring  any  thing 
to  perfefiion  ;  and  whoever  refleSs  on  the  (late,  in 
which  arts  and  fciences  were  found  among  them  three 

hundred 
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hundred  years  ago,  muft  be  convinced  of  the  extraordi-  BOOK 
nary  antiquity  of  their  empire. 

The  low  (late  of  learning}  and  the  fine  arts  in  China» 

may  perhaps  be  further  owing  to  the  very  perfedton  of 

its  government.  This  paradox  has  its  foundation  in  rea* 

fon.    Where  the  ftudy  of  the  laws  holds  the  firft  rank 

in  a  nation,  and  is  rewarded  with  an  appointment  in  the 

admioi/Iratioo»  inflieadof  a  poft  in  an  academy;  where 

learning  is  applied  to  the  regulation  of  manners^  or  the 

maintenance  of  the  public  weal ;  where  the  fame  nation 

is  exceedingly  populous^and  requires  a  confiant  attention 

in  Its  learned  members  to  make  fubfiftence  keep  an 

equal  pace  with  population ;  where  every  individual^ 

befides  the  duties  he  owes  to  the  public,  which  take  a 

confiderable  time  to  be  well  underftood,  has  particular 

duties  arising  from  the  claims  of  his  family  or  profeffion: 

in  focb  a  nation  the  fpeculative  and  ornamental  parts  of 

fcience  cannot  be  expeSed  to  arrive  at  that  height  of 

fplendor  they  have  attained  in  Europe.     But  the  Chi* 

nefe,  who  are  only  our  fcholars  in  the  arts  of  luxury  and 

vanity,  are  our  mailers  in  the  fcience  of  good  govern- 

ment.    They  ftudy  how  to  increafe,  not  how  to  dimi- 

niih  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

One  of  the  arts  in  which  the  Chinefe  have  made  the 
the  lead  progrefs  is  that  of  war.    It  is  natural  to  ima- 
gine^ that  a  nation,  whofe  whole  condud,  like  that  of 
infants,  is  influenced  by  ceremonies,  precepts,  and  cuf- 
toms  either  of  private  or  public  inftitution,  muft  confe- 
quently  be  pliant,  moderate  and   inclined  to  tranquil- 
iity  both  at  home  and  abroad.     Reafon  and  refie£tion, 
while  they  cherifli  fcntiments  like  thefe,  leave  no  room 
for  that  enthufiafm,  which  conftitutes  the  hero  and  the 
warrior.     The  fpirit  of  humanity,  which  they  imbibe 
in  their  tender  years,  makes  them  look  with  abhorrence 
on  thofe  fanguinary  fcenes  of  rapine  and  maftacre,  that 

are 
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B  O  O  K  are  fo  familiar  to  natbns  of  a  warlike  turn.  With  fuch 
^'  difpofitions^  can  we  woncjer  that  the  Chinefe  are  not 
warriors.?  They  have  foldiers  without  number,  but  to- 
tally uQdifcipUneclf  except  in  the  fingie  article  of  obe«~ 
dience,  being  (till  more  deficient  in  pra£tice  than  in 
oourage.  In  their  wars  with  the  Tartars,  the  Chmefe 
knew  not  how  to  fight,  and  only  ftood  to  be  killed. 
Their  attachment  to  their  government,  their  country 
9n4  their  laws,  may  fupply  the  want  of  a  warlike  fpixit^ 
but  will  never  fupply  the  want  of  good  arms,  and 
military  ikill.  When  a  nation  has  found  the  art  of  Tub* 
duing  its  conquerors  by  its  n^anners,  it  has  rq  occafion 
to  overcome  itseqemies  by  force  of  arms. 

Such  is  the  empire  of  China,  fo  much  talked  of,  and 
fo  little  known.  Such  it  was,  when  the  Portugucfe 
landed  there.  They  might  h-ave  learned  in  it  leflbns  of 
wifdom  arid  government,  but  they  thought  of  nothing 
but  of  enriching  themfelves,  and  propagating  t^eir  reii* 
gion.  Thpmas  Perez  their  ambaffador,  found  the  coart 
of  Pekin  difpofed  to  favour  his  nation,  whofe  fame  had 
fpread  itfelf  throughout  Afia.  It  had  already  attra£ted 
the  efleem  of  the  Chinefe,  and  the  conduQ  of  Ferdi- 
nand Andrada,  who  commanded  the  Portuguefe  fqua^ 
dron,  tended  flill  farther  to  increafe  their  efteem.  He 
vifited  all  the  coafis  af  China,  and  traded  wj^h  the  aa-* 
tives.  When  he  was  on  the  point  of  departure,  he 
made  proclamation  in  the  ports  he  bad  put  bto,  tkat 
if  any  one  had  been  injured  by  a  Portugue(e^  aiui  would 
make  it  kqown  he  ftould  receive  fatisfaidion.  Tli^ 
ports  of  China  were  now  upon  the  point  of  being  open* 
ed  to  them :  Thomas  Perez  was  juft  about  concluding 
a  treaty,  when  Simon  Andrada,  brother  ta  Ferdinand^ 
appeared  on  the  cpafts  with  a  freih  fquadron.  This 
commander  treated  the  Chinefe  in  the  fame  oiannier  a$ 
the  Portuguefe  had,  for  ibine  time  tre^^ed  all  the  peo- 
ple of  Afia.    He  built  a  fort  without  permiiTion,  in  the 
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ifland  of  Taman,  from  whence  he  took  opportunities  B  O  O  IC 
of  pillaging,  and  extorting  money  from  all  the  (hips 
bound  from>  or  to  the  ports  of  China.     He  carried  off 
young  gir\s  from  the  ^oaft ;  he  feized  upon  Chinefe 
men  and  made  them  flaves ;  he  gave  hinilkif  up  to  the 
moft  licentious  a6ls  of  piracy,  and  the  moft  ihameful 
diQbiutenefs.     The  failors  and  foldiers  under  his  com** 
mand,  followed  his  example.     The  Chinefe  enraged  at 
rhefe  violences  fitted  out  a  large  fleet :  The  Portuguefe 
defended  themfelves  courageoufly^  and  efcaped  by  mak- 
ing their  way  through  the  enemy's  fleet.  The  emperor 
imprifoned  Thomas  PereZy  ^ho  died  in  confinement^ 
and  the  Portuguefe  nation  was  bani(hed  from  China 
for  feme  years  ;  after  this  the  ^hinefe  relaxed  and  gave 
permiflion  to  the  Portuguefe  to  trade  at  the  port  of 
Sancian>  to  which  place  they  brought  gold  from  Africa^ 
fpiccs  from  the  Molucca  iflands,  and  from  Ceylon,  ele- 
phants teeth)  and  fome  precious  flones.    In  return  they 
took  filks  of  every  kind,  china,  gums,  medicinal  herbs 
and  tea,  which  is  fince  becoihe  fo  neceflary  a  commo- 
dity to  the  northern  nations  of  Europe* 

The  Portuguefe  contented  themfelves  with  the  (heds, 
and  offices  they  had  at  Sancian,  and  the  liberty  granted 
to  their  trade  by  the  Chinefe  government,  till  an  op-< 
portunity  offered  of  eftablifliinK  themfelves  upon  a  foot- 
ing more  folid,  and  lefs  depen^nt  upon  the  mandarins, 
who  had  the  command  of  the  coaA. 

A  PIRATE,  named  Tokang-fi-loo,  whofe  fiicceflbrs 
had  made  him  powerful,  had  feized  upon  the  iiland  of 
Macao,  from  whence  he  blocked  up  the  ports  of  Chi- 
na, and  even  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  lay  fiegc  to  Canton. 
The  neighbouring  mandarins  had  recourfe  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe, who  had  ihips.in  the  harbour  of  Sancian; 
they  haftened  to  the  relief  of  Cant9p,  raifed  tbie  fiege, 
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BOOK  and  obtained  a  complete  vtfitory  over  the  pirate»  whom 
they  porfued  as  far  as  Macao,  where  he  killed  himfelf. 
The  emperor  of  China  being  informed  of  the  fer- 
Vice  the  Portuguefe  had  rendered  him  on  this  occafion^ 
beftowed  Macao  on  them>  as  a  mark  of  his  gratitude. 
They  received  this  grant  with  joy,  and  built  a  town 
which  became  very  flourifhing,  and  was  advantageouf- 
ly  iituated  for  the  trade  they  foon  after  entered  into 
w'uh  Japan. 
The  be-         Iv  the  year  154a,  k  happened  that  a  Portuguefe  wef* 
ginning  of  f^\  fortunately  was  driven  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coafl  of 
oucfetrade  ^^^^  celebrated  iflands.    The  crew  was  hofpttably  re- 
in Japan,    ceiv«d^  and  obtained  of  the  natives  every  thing  they 
Sc  Ja*"^  wanted  to  refrcfti,  and  refit  them  for  the  fea.     Whc« 
nefe  they  arrived  at  Goa>  they  reported  what  they  had  ieen» 

iflands.  ^^  infdmied  the  viceroy,  that  a  new  country,  not  lefs 
rich  than,  populous,  prefented  itfelf  to  the  zeal  ofmiiij- 
onarks,  and  the  induftry  of  merchants.  Both  nifiiioiia- 
tieSf  and  merchants  embarked  without  delay  for  Japan. 
TH&Yfounda  great  empire,  which  is,  perhaps,  the 
moft  ancient  of  any  in  the  world,  except  that  of  China; 
its  annals,  are  not  without  a  great  mixture  of  fable,  but 
k  appears  beyond  a  doubt,  that  in  the  year  660,  Stn* 
chu  founded  the  monarchy,  which  has  ever  fince  been 
continued  in  the  fame  family.  Thcfe  fovereigns  called 
Dairos,  were  at  the  fame  time  the  kings,  and  the  pon« 
tiflFs  of  the  nation  ;  and  by  virtue  of  thefe  united  pow- 
ers got  the  whole  extent  of  the  fupreme  authority  into 
their  hands.  The  perfon  of  the  Daircs  was  facrerf, 
they  were  confidcrcd  as  the  defcendants,  and  rqjrefen- 
tatives  of  the  gods.  The  Icaft  difbbedience  to  the  moft 
trifling  of  their  laws,  was  looked  upon  as  a  crifne 
fcarcely  to  be  expiated  by  the  fevereft  ^nifltments  ; 
nor  were  they  confined^  the  offender  alone,  his  whole 
family  was  involved  in  theconfequences  of  bis  crime. 

About 
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Asour  the  eleveiith  century  th tft  princetf  who,  n6  1  O  O  ML 

doubty  were  more  jealous  of  the  pleafing  prerogative! 
of  prtefthood^  than  of  the  tr^ublefome  rights  of  royalty, 
divided  the  (late  with  feveral  governments^  and  intmft^ 
ed  the  adminiftration  of  them  to  fuch  of  the  nobility  aft 
vtre  moft  diftingntihed  for  their  knowledge  and  wif** 
dom. 

Br  thii  meane  the  Hnlimited  power  of  the  Dairos 
ftfffered  a  confiderabie  change.  The  affiiirs  of  the  em-^ 
pire  were  left  t^  flu3liate  at  all  adf enttires.  The  reft* 
lefs  and  quick  lighted  ambition  of  their  Ttceroys  took 
advantage  of  thifi  inattention  to  make  a  thoufand  revo^ 
lutKms.  By  degrees  they  began  to  depart  from  the  a!« 
kgiance  they  had  fworn  to  preferre.  They  made  war 
upon  each  other^  and  even  upon  their  fotereign :  ait 
abfohite  indt  pendente  was  the  tonTequente  of  tbefe 
commotions,  fuch  was  the  flate  of  Japan,  when  it  waa 
dircovered  by  the  Portuguefe. 

The  great  iflands,  of  which  this  empire  is  compofed, 

beitig  fuuated  in  a  tempeftuous  cKrnate  furrounded  by 

Aof tns,  agitated  hy  Vokanos^  and  fubjed  to  ffaofe  great 

natural  events,  whkh  imprefs  terror  on  the  humati 

mifldt  were  inhabited  by  a  people  entirely  addtSed  to 

foperftition,  but  divided  into  feverat  feds.    That  e( 

Xinto  is  the  ancient  eftabliflied  religion  of  the  country  : 

it  acknowledges  a  fupreme  brfng,  and  the  immortalit/ 

of  tht  hid ;  and  pays  adoration  to  a  multitude  of  god)^ 

faints,  or  caAiis,  that  is  to  fay  the  fouls  of  great  men. 

Who  have  been  the  fupport  and  ornament  of  their  couA^ 

fry.     The  high-prieft  of  this  fed  held  the  govermnent 

rf  Tapaft  imder  the  name  of  Dairo.    He  was  defecnded 

from  ^he  gorfd,  and  in  that  qualtty  rchgned  defpotkally 

over  his  fubje6ts.    Being  both  emperor  and  high-prieft, 

he  has  rendered  religion,  in  fome  refpeBs,  ufefiil  to 

his  people,  tvhkh  is  tiot  aWbhitely  impoffWe  in  <wt^ 

I  2  triei 
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BOOK  tries  where  th<  facerdotal  and  civil  power  are  united  in 
\_   .  Ihc  fame  perfon. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  fed  of  Xinto  has  had  the 
madnefs^  which  of  all  others  is  the  mod;  dangerous  to 
morality^  to  fix  a  criniinal  (ligma  on  adions  Innocent 
jn  th^mfelves.     Far  from  encouraging  that  gloomy  fa- 
naticifm,  and  fear  of  the  gods,  which   is  infpired    by 
almoft  all  other  religions^  the  Xinto  fed  had  applied  it- 
felf  to  prevent^  or  at  leafl  to  moderate  this  diforder  of 
she  ii;pagination>  by  inftituting  feftivals,  which  were 
jfelebr^ted  thrc^  times  in  every  month.  They  were  de- 
dicated to  friendly  vifitsj  feafts,  and  rejoicings*    X'he 
prie(b  of  Xinto  taught,  that  the  innocent  pleafures  of 
mankind  are  agreeable  to  the  deity,  and  that  the  beft 
method  of  paying d^vptiop  to  the  Gamts.  is  to  imitate 
their  vjrtues,  and  to  enjoy  in  this  world,  that  happinefs 
jthey  enjoy  in  another.^  I,n  confequence  of  this  tenet, 
the  Japanefe  after liaving  put  up  their  prayers  in  the 
temples,  which  are  always  fituated  in  the  m'idft  of 
groves,  reforted  to  courtezans,  who  cotpmonly  inhabi- 
ted placi^s  confecrated  to  lo^e,  and  devotion,  and  com- 
^pofed  ,a  religious,  community  under  the  dire£tion  of  an 
cM-der  of  monks  who  received  a  (hare  of  the  profits,  art- 
ilng  from  this  pious  compliance  with  th^  didates  of  na- 
ture. 

l'«E  Budzoifts  are  another  fed  in  J^paq,  of  which 
Budzo  was  the  founder.  Their  dodrine  was  nearly 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  feft  of  Xinto  ;  oyer  which 
they  hoped  to  gain  a  fuperiority  by  the  feverity  of  their 
cnorals.  Befides  Amida,  the  dieity  of  the  Xintoifts,  the 
Budzoifts  worftiipped  a  kind  of  mediator  between  God 
and  mankind.  They  lik^ wife  worfhipped  pther  media- 
torial divinities  between  men  and  Amida*  The  profjef-; 
jTors;  of  this  religion,  flattered  themfelyes,  that  they 
fliouy  prevail  over  the  rcligioi^  of  Xinto..by  the  muUi^ 
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ttidc  of  their  precepts,  the  excefs  of  their  aufterity,  BOOK 
their  devotions  and  mortifications. 

The  fpirit  of  Budzoifm  is  dreadful.     It  breathes 
BOthingbut  penitence,  ezcefltve  fear,  and  cruel  feveri- 
ty.     Of  all  fanaticifms  it  is  the  mod  terrible.     The 
monks  of  thisfeft  oblige  their  difciples  to  pafs  one  half 
of  their  lives  in  penance,  to  expiate  imaginary  (ins  ;  and 
inflid  upon   them  the  greateft  part  of  that  penance 
themfelves,  with  a  tyranny  and  cruelty,  of  which  one 
may  conceive  an  idea,  from  the  inquifitors  in  Spain ; 
with  this  difference,  that  the  Japanefe  fathers  are  them- 
felves the  butchers  of  thefe  voluntary  vidims  to  fuper- 
ftUion;  whereas  the  inquifitors  are  only  the  judges  of 
thofe  fins  and  punifliments,  which  they  have  themfelves 
devifed  and  invented.     The  Budzoifts  priefts  keep  the 
minds  of  their  followers  in  a  continual  ftate  of  torture, 
between  remorfe  and  expiations.     Their  religion  is  fo 
over-loaded  with  precepts,  that  it  is  not  poflible  to  ob- 
ferve  them.     They  reprefent  their  gods  as  always  de* 
firous  to  puniih,  and  always  offended. 

It  may  readily  be  imagined,  what  effefts  fo  horrible 

a  fuperftition  muft  have  on  the  character  of  the  people, 

and  to  what  degree  of  ferocity  it  hath  brought  them. 

The  lights  of  a  wholefome  morality,  a  little  philolb- 

phy,  a  prudent  fyftem  of  education  might  have  reme^ 

died  thefe  laws,  this   government,  and  this  religion ; 

which  con/pire  to  make  mankind  more  favage  in  fociety 

wjti  Ws  own  fpecies,  than   if  he  lived  in  the  woods, 

and  had  no  companions  but  the  monfiers  that  roam  the 

deferts. 

In  China,  they  put  into  the  hands  of  children  books 
of  inftniftion,  which  contain  a  detail  of  their  duties, 
and  teach  them  the  advantages  of  virtue.  The  Japanefe 
children  are  made  to  get  by  heart  poems  in  which  the 
aApns  of  their  forefathers  are  celebrated^  a  contempt 
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BOOK  of  life  it  incultated,  and  fuicide  is  fet  up  ts  the  moft 
heroic  of  all  adions.  Thefe  fotigs  and  poenl8»  which 
are  faid-to  be  full  of  entrgjr  and  bttuty,  begtt  enthu- 
fiifm.  The  Cbinefe  education  rendc  to  regulate  the  fouU 
and  keep  it  in  order  t  the  Japanefe,  to  infiaine  and  ex* 
cite  it  to  herotfm.  Theft  are  guided  through  lift  by 
ftntimtnt ;  the  Chififfe  by  reafon  and  cuftom. 

The  Cfaifieft  aim  only  at  truth  in  their  writings, 
mod  pltce  their  bappinefsin  a  ftateof  tranquillity.  The 
Japanefe  have  ,a  quick  telifli  of  pleafures*  and  would 
rather  fufferf  thtn  be  without  feeling.  In  fine»  the 
Cbinefe  feem  to  wifli  to  counterad  the  violence  and 
i)(npetuoflty  of  the  foul ;  the  Japanefe  to  keep  it  front 
finking  into  a  ftate  of  languor  and  inadivity. 

It  is  nttural  to  imagine  that  people  of  this  charader 
mufl:  be  fond  of  novelty.  The  Portuguefe  wert  accord* 
iogly  received  with  all  poflible  demonftrations  of  joy. 
All  the  ports  were  open  to  them.  All  the  petty  princes 
of  the  country  invited  them  to  their  provinces:  each 
contending  who  fhould  give  them  the  moft  valuable  ad-* 
vantages,  grant  them  the  moft  privileges,  and  fliew 
them  the  greateft  civilities.  Thefe  merchants  eftab^ 
liflied  a  prodigious  trtde.  The  Portuguefe  carried  thi*- 
ther  the  commodities  of  India  which  they  brought 
from  different  Aiarkets ;  and  Macao  ferved  as  a  repo- 
fitory  for  their  European  goods,  tmmtfife  quantities 
of  the  produdions  of  Europe  ftnd  Afia  were  confumed 
by  the  Dairo,  the  uAirpersof  his  rights,  the  grandees, 
and  the  whole  nation.  8ut  what  have  they  to  give  in 
return  ? 

The  country  of  Japan  is  in  general  mountainous, 
ftrongy  and  by  no  means  fertile.  Its  produce  in  rice, 
barley,  ind  wheat,  which  ftrt  the  only  crops  it  admits 
of,  is  not  fufBcient  for  the  maintenance  of  its  numerous 
inhabitants;  who  notwithftanding  their  lAivily,  fore- 
fight. 
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Sght,  and  fragility,  muft  perifli  with  famine,  if  the  BOOK 
ka  did  not  fuppty  them  with  great  quantities  of  fiih.  ^„     -„ji. 
The  empire  afFords  no  produdions  proper  for  exporta* 
ti€m  ;  nor  do  the  mechanic  arts  fornifli  any  article  of 
trade  but  their  works  of  fteel,  which  are  the  bcft  we 
are  acquainted  with. 

Were  it  not  for  the  advantages  it  derives  from  its 

mines  of  gold,  filver,  and  copper,  which  are  the  i ichcft 

HI  Afia,  and  perhaps  in  the  whole  world,  Japan  could 

apt  fapport  its  own  expences.     The  Portuguefe  every 

year  carried  ofF  quantities  of  thefe  metals,  to  the  a- 

mount  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  of  livrcs,  (upon 

an  average,  about  634,000/.)  They  married  alfo  the 

richeft  of  the  Japanefe  heirefles,  and  allied  themfelves 

to  the  moft  powerful  families. 

WiT«  foch  advantages  the  avarice,  as  well  aa  the  Extent  of 
ambition  of  the  Portuguefe,  might  have  been  fatisfied.  ^^^^^([0^ 
They  were  mafters  of  the  coafts  of  Guinea,  Arabia,  minions  in 
Perfia,  and  the  two  Peninfulas  of  India.  They  were  pof-  tl»«  ^"^»"' 
fcffcd  of  the  Moluccas,  Ceylon,  and  the  ifles  of  Sunda, 
whik  their  fettlement  at  Macao  infured  to  them  th« 
commerce  of  China  and  Japan* 

Thuoughout  this  immenfe  traQ,  the  will  of  the 

Portuguefe  was  the  fupreme  law.     Earth  and  Tea  ac» 

knowledged  their  fovercignty.     Their  authority  was  fo 

abfolute,  that  things  and  perfons  were  dependent  upon 

Ihem,  and  moved  entirely  by  their  direSions.     No  na^ 

rion  or  private  perfon  dared  to  make  voyages,  or  carry 

en  trade,  without  obtaining  their  permiffion  and  paff* 

port.     Thofe  who  had  this  liberty  granted  them,  were 

prohibited  from  trading  in  cinnamon,  ginger,  pepper,' 

timber,  iron,  fteel,  lead,  tin,  and  arms,  of  which  the 

conquerors  referved  to  themfelves  the  exclufive  benefit. 

A  thoufand  valuaUe  articles,  by  which  fo  many  nations 

have  fince  enriched  themfelves,  and  which  then  bore  a* 
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BOOK  higher  price  on  account  of  their  novelty,  were  entirely 
engrofled  by  the  Portugucfe.  In  confcquence  of  this 
monopoly*  the  price  of  the  produce  and  manufadures 
both  in  Europe  and  Afia  were  regulated  at  their  dtfcre- 
tion. 

In  the  midft  of  fo  much  glory,  wealth,  and  conque(l» 
the  Portuguefe  had  not  neglected  that  part  of  Africa, 
which  lies  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Red  fea»and  has  in  ail  ages  been  famed  for  the  richnefs 
of  its  produdions.  The  poffeflton  of  this  country  Xvas 
on  many  accounts  an  important  objed ;  the  Arabians 
had  bccu  fettled  there  for  feverai  ages,  and  their  num- 
bers were  greatly  increafed.  They  had  formed  along 
the  coaft  of  Zanguebar  fcveral  fmall  independent  fove- 
reignties,  fome  of  which  made  a  confiderable  figure, 
and  almoft  all  of  them  were  in  good  condition.  The 
flourifliing  ftate  of  thefc  fettlements  was  owing  to  mines 
of  gold  and  filver,  which  they  found  within  their  rc- 
fpedive  territories,  the  produce  of  which  enabled  them 
to  purchafe  the  commodities  of  India.  To  poffefs  them- 
felves  of  this  treafure,  and  to  deprive  their  competitors 
of  it,  was  looked  upon  as  an  indifpenfable  duty  by  the 
Portuguefe.  Agreeable  to  this  principle,  thefe  Arabian 
merchants  were  attacked,  and  without  difficulty  fub- 
dued,  about  the  year  '1508.  Upon  their  ruins  was  form- 
ed an  empire,  which  extended  from  Sofala  as  far  as 
Melinda,  of  which  the  ifland  of  Mofambique  was  made 
the  center.  This  ifland  is  feparated  from  the  continent 
only  by  a  narrow  channel,  and  is  no  more  than  two  lea- 
gues in  circunaference.  Its  port,  which  is  extellenr, 
^nd  wants  nothing  but  a  purer  air,  was  fixed  upon  as  a 
placefor  the  veflels  of  the'conqueror  to  put  in  at,  and 
as  a  ftaple  for  all  their  merchandife.  Here  they  were 
ufed  to  wait  for  thofe  fettled  winds,  which  at  certain 
times  of  the  year  blow  without  interjnifiion  from  the 

African 
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African  to  the  Indian  coafts,  as  at  other  times  of  the  B  O  O  K 
year  they  blow  in  an  oppofuc  dircQion  from  the  coafts  ,      P* 
•I  India  to  thofe  of  Africa.  ^— v--^ 

These  fucceffes  properly  improved  might  have  form-  Corrupti- 

ed  fo  confiderable  a  power>  that  could  not  be  (hakcn;  on  of  the 

,  but  the  vices  and  folly  of  fome  of  their  chiefs,   the  abuie  ?««"g««f« 
f-i_  jr.  ^     ^  '**  India, 

ot  nches  and  ot  power,  the  wantonnefs  of  vidory,  the 

diftance  of  their  own  country,  had  changed  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Port  uguefe.     The  religious  zeal,  which  had 
added  fo  much  force  and  adivity  to  their  courage,  now 
produced  in  them  nothing  but  ferocity.     1  hty  made 
no  fcrupje  of  pillaging,  cheating,  and  enflaving  idolaters. 
They  fuppofed  that  the  Pope,  in  beftowing  the  king- 
doms of  A{ia  upon  the  Portuguefe  monarchs,  had  not 
with-hcld  the  property  of  individuals  from  their  fub- 
jeds.    Being  become  abfolute  mafters  of  the  eaftern 
kaSf  they  extorted  a  tribute  from  the  (hips  of  every 
country ;  they  ravaged  the  coafts,  infulted  the  princes, 
and  became  in  a  fhort  time  the  terror  and  fcourge  of 
all  nations. 

The  king  of  Sidor  was  carried  off  from  his  own  pa- 
lace, and  murdered  with  his  children,  whom  he  had 
cntrufted  ih  the  care  of  the  Portuguefe. 

At  Ceylon,  the  people  were  not  fuffered  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  except  for  their  new  mafters>  who  treated 
them  with  the  greateft  barbarity. 

At  Cob  they  had  eftabliflied  the  inquifition,  and 
whoever  was  rich  became  a  prey  to  the  minifters  of  that 
infamous  tribunal. 

Faria,  who  was  fent  out  againft  the  pirates  from 
Malacca,  China,  and  other  parts,  made  a  defcent  on 
the  idand  of  Calampui,  and  plundered  the  fepulchres  of 
the  emperors  of  China. 

SouzA  caufed  all  the  pagodas  on  the  Malabar  coa(l 
to  be  deftroy^d,  and  his  people  inhumanly  maflacred 

the 
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B  O  O  K  the  wretched  Indians,  who  went  to    weep  over  the 
^j_  ,  ruins  of  their  temples. 

CoRRKA  terminated  an  obftinate  war  with  the  kin^ 
of  Pegu,  and  both  parties  were,  to  fwear  on  the  books 
of  their  feveral  religions  to  obTenre  the  treaty.  Correa 
fwore  on  a  colledion  of  fongs,  and  thought  by  this  vile 
ftratagem  to  elude  his  engagements. 

NuKo  da  Cunha  would  make  himfeif  mafter  of  the 
liland  of  Damanag  on  the  coaft  of  Cambaya ;  the  inha- 
bitants oflfiered  to  furrender  it  to  him,  if  he  would  fuf* 
fer  them  to  carry  off  their  treafures.  This  requeft  was 
refufed    apd  Nuno  put  them  all  to  their  fword. 

Diego  de  Silveira  was  cruizing  in  the  red  Tea.  A 
iveflel  richly  laden  faluted  him.  The  captain  came  on 
board,  and  gave  him  a  letter  from  a  Portugu^fe  general, 
which  was  to  be  his  paflfport.  The  letter  contained  on* 
ly  thcfe  words:  I  defire  the  captains  of  /hips  belonging  So 
the  king  of  Portugal  to  feize  upon  this  moorijb  veffelp  ms 
a  lawful prizi. 

In  a  ihort  time  the  Portuguefe  preferved  no  more 
humanity  or  good  faith  with  each  other  than  with  the 
natives.  Almoft  all  the  dates,  where  they  had  the 
command,  were  divided  into  fadions. 

Ther£  prevailed  every  where  in  their  manners  a 
mixture  of  ayarice,  debaucheryy  cruelty  and  devotion. 
They  had  mod  of  them  feven  or  eight  concubines, 
whom  they  kept  to  work  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  and 
forced  from  them  the  money  they  gained  by  their  la- 
bour. Such  treatment  of  women  was  very  different 
from  the  fpirit  of  chivalry. 

The  chiefs,  and  principal  officers,  admitted  to  their 
table  a  multitude  of  thofe  iingmg  and  dancing  women, 
with  which  India  abounds.  Effeminacy  introduced  it* 
felf  into  their  hoofes  and  armies.  The  officers  march- 
ed to  meet  the  enemy  in  palankeens.  That  brilliant 
courage,  which  had  fubdued  fo  many  nations,  ezifted 

no 
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hd  longer  tmong  them.     The  Portoguefe  were  with  BOOK 
diffcultjr  brought  to  fight,  except  where  there  was  a 
profpeQ  of  phinder .     In  a  fliort  time  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal tifed  to  receive  the  produce  of  the  tribute,  which 
was  paid  him  by  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  eaf- 
tem  princes.     This  money  was  loft  in  its  way  from 
them  tohim.  Such  corruption  preTailed  in  the  finances, 
that  the  tributes  of  fovereigns,  the  revenues  of  pro* 
▼inces^  which  ought  to  have  been  immenfe,  the  taxes 
thej  levied  in  gold,  filver,  and  fpices,  on  the  inhabit 
tants  of  die  continent  and  iflands,  were  not  fufficient  to 
ke^9  up  a  few  citadels,  and  to  fit  out  the  (hipping  that 
was  neceiTary  for  the  protedion  of  trade. 

It  is  a  melanthoty  view  to  contemplate  the  fall  of 
astions.  Let  us  faaften  to  the  adminiftration  of  Don 
Juan  da  Caftro,  who  reftored  to  the  Portuguefe  fome 
part  of  their  virtue. 

Castro  was  much  enlightened  confidering  the  age 

he  lived  im.     He  poflefTed  a  noble  and  elevated  foul  ; 

and  the  ftudy  of  the  ancients  had  preferved  in  htm  that 

love  of  glory  and  of  his  country,  which  was  To  common 

^nnxigihe  Greeks  and  Rotnans. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  wile  and  glorious  admtniftra* 

tion,  Coj^-Sopfaao,  mitiifter  of  Mahmoud,   king  of 

Cambaya,  had  infpired  his  nuifter  with  a  defign  of  at- 

tackiog  the  Portuguefe.  This  man,  whofe  father  is  faid 

to  huve  been  an  Italian,  and  his  mother  a  Greek,  had 

nifed  Aimfelf  from  flavery  to  the  condud  of  the  ftate, 

and  the  command  of  armies.    He  had  made  himfelf  a 

Mo&iman,  and,  though  he  had  really  no  religion,  he 

faiew  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  averfion  the  peopio 

had  conceived  againft  the  Portuguefe,  on  account  of  the 

contempt  they  fticwed  for  the  religions  of  the  country. 

He  engiaged  in  his  fervice  experienced  officers,  veteran 

foldiers,  able  engineers,  and  even  founders,  whom  he 

got 
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B  0*0  K  got  from  Conftantinoplc.    His  preparations  fecmed  in- 
^'        tended  againft  the  Mogul  or  the  Patans,  and  when 
the  Portuguefe  Icaft  expcScd  it,  he  attacked  and  made 
himrelf  mafter  of  Diu,  and  laid  fiege  to  the  citadel. 

Tjiis  place,  which  is  fituated  on  a  little  ifland  upon 
the  coaft  of  Guzurat,  had  always  been  confidered  as  the 
key  of  India  in  thofc  times,  when  navigators  never 
launched  out  from  tht  coaft ;  and  Surat  was  the  great 
ftaple  of  the  eaft.     From  the  arrival  of  Gama,  it  had 
been  conftantly  an  objcS  of  ambition  to   th6  Portu- 
guefe, into  whofe  hands  it  fell  at  length  in  the  time  of 
d'Acughna.     Mafcarenhas,  who  was  governor  of  it  at 
the  junQure  we  are  fpeaking  of,  (hould  have  had  nine 
hundred  men,  of  which  he  had  only  three  :  the  reft  of 
his  garrifon,  by  an  abufe  very  common  in  thofe  days, 
were  employed  in  trade  at  the  different  towns  upon  the 
coaft.     He  muft  have  furrendered,  if  he  had  not  re- 
ceived immediate  affiftance.     Caftro  fent  him  a  rein- 
forcement under  the  command  of  his  fon,  who  was  kill- 
ed in  the  attempt.     Coje-Sophar  was  killed  alfo ;  but 
his  death  did  not  flacken  the  operations  of  the  fiege. 

Castro  inftituted  funeral  games  in  honour  of  thofe 
who  fell  in  defence  of  their  country.  He  congratulated 
their  parents  in  the  name  of  the  government,  and  re- 
ceived congratulations  himfelf  on  the  death  of  hiseldeft 
fon.  His  fecond  prefided  at  the  funeral  games,  and 
marched  immediately  after  for  Diu,  to  deferve,  as  it 
were,  the  honours  he  had  juftbeen  paying  to  his  bro- 
ther. The  garrifon  repulfed  the  enemy  in  every  attack, 
and  fignalized  themfelves  every  day  by  extraordinary 
a£lions.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Indians  the  Portuguefe  were 
more  than  men.  Happily,  faid  they.  Providence  has 
decreed  that  there  Jbould  be  but  few  of  them  as  there  are 
of  tygers  and  lions ^  left  they  Jbould  exterminate  the  human 
fpecies* 

Castro 
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Castro  himfelf  headed  a  larger  reinforcement  than  B  O.OK 
tbofe  he  had  fent.  He  threw  himfelf  into  the  citadel  .  ' 
with  provifioDSy  and  above  four  thoufand  men.  It  was 
debated,  whether  they  ihould  give  battle.  The  rea- 
fons  on  both  (ides  were  difcufied.  Garcias  de  S&9  an  old 
officer,  commanded  filence ;  Te  have  allfpoket  faid  he^ 
now  let  ui  fight .  Caftro  was  of  the  fame  opinion.  The 
Portuguefe  marched  out  to  the  enemv's  intrenchmentSf 
and  gained  a  fignal  vidory.  After  having  raifed  the 
/lege,  it  was  neceflary  to  repair  the  citadel.  They  were 
in  want  of  money,  and  Caftro  borrowed  it  on  his  own 
credit. 

At  his  return  to  Goa  he  wiihed  to  give  his  army  the 
honours  of  a  triumph  after  the  manner  of  the  ancients. 
He  thought  that  fuch  honours  would  ferve  to  revive  the 
warlike  fpirit  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  that  the  pomp  of 
the  ceremony  might  have  a  great  effe£t  on  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  people.     At  his  entry  the  gates  of  the  city 
were  ornamented  with  triumphal  arches ;  the  ftreets 
were  lined  with  tapeftry ;  the  women  appeared  at  the 
windows  in  magnificent  habits,  and  fcattered  flowers 
and  perfumes  upon  the  conquerors  ;  while  the  people 
danced  to  the  found  of  inftruments  of  mufic.     The 
royal  ftandard  was  carried  before  the  vi3orious  foldiers, 
who  marched  in  order.     The  viceroy  crowned  with 
branches  of  palm  rode  on  a  fuperb  car  :  the  generals  of 
the  enemy  followed  his  car,  and  after  them  the  foldiers 
Xhzi  had  been  made  prifoners.     The  colours  that  had 
been  taken  from  them,  were  carried  in  proceflion  re- 
verfed  and  dragging  on  the  ground,  and  were  followed 
by  their  artillery  and  baggage.  •  Reprefentations  of  the 
citadel  they  had  delivered,  and  of  the  battle  they  had. 
gained,  enhanced  the  fplendor  of  the  fpeSacle.     Ver- 
fes,  fongs,  orations,  firing  of  cannon,  every  thing  con- 
curred 
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BOOK  curred  to  render  the  feftival  magnificentr  ftgree»ble> 

'•  ^^  and  ftriking. 

Accounts  of  this  triamph  were  brought  to  Europe. 
The  wits  condemned  it  as  rtdiculous,  the  bigots  as  pro^ 
fane.  The  queen  of  Portagai  faid  upon  the  occafiotiy 
Jbat  Cafiro  bad  confttend  lik4  a  chriftUn  ber0  and  iri*- 
mmpbed  like  a  pagan,  one. 

'  The  vigour  of  the  Portagttefe,  which  Caftro  bad  re- 
animated^ did  not  long  contiuue.  Corroption  made 
daily  advances  among  the  cttisLens  of  every  clafo.  One 
of  the  viceroys  fet  up  boxes  in  riie  prirtcipal  towns,  in 
which  any  perfon  might  put  memorials  and  articles  of 
intelligence.  Such  a  method  might  be  very  arefal  a.nd 
tend  to  a  reformation  of  abufes  in  an  enlightended  coun- 
try, where  the  morals  of  the  people  were  not  totally 
'  fpoiledy  but  among  a  fuperflitious  and  corrupt  people 
of  what  fervice  could  it  be  ? 

The  original  conquerors  of  India  werenone  of  them 
now  fubfifting,  and  their  country  exhaufled  by  too 
many  enterprises  and  colonies  was  not  in  a  capacity  to 
replace  them.  The  defenders  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlc- 
ments  were  born  in  Afia;  their  opulence,  the  (bftnefs 
of  the  climate,  the  manner  of  living,  and,  perhaps,  the 
food  had  taken  from  them  much  of  the  intrepidity  of 
their  forefathers.  At  the  fame  time  that  they  gave 
themfelves  up  to  all  thofe  excelTes  which  make  men 
hated,  they  did  not  retain  courage  enough  to  make 
themfelves  feared.  They  were  monflers ;  poifon,  fire, 
affaflination,  every  fort  of  crime  was  become  femiliar  to 
them  ;  nor  were  they  private  pcrfons  only  who  v^ere 
guilty  of  fuch  prafiices ,  men  in  office  fet  them  the  ex- 
ample 1  They  cut  the  throats  of  the  natives ;  they  tore 
each  other  in  pieces.  The' governor,  who  was  juft  ar- 
rived, loaded  his  predeceflbr  with  irons,  that  he  might 
firip  him  of  his  wealth.    The  diftance  of  the  fcene, 

falfe 
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fsik  witBcfles  and  Urge  bribes  fecurcd  every  crime  BOOK 
horn  punifhment.  ^  —  -„_f 

The  iiland  €»f  Amboyna  was  the  firft  to  avenge  it*  Decline  of 
felf.    A  Portugoefe  had  at  a  public  feftival  feized  upon  ^  Portu- 
a  very  beautiful  woman,  and  regardlefs  of  all  decency,  f^^^^^ 
liad  committed  the  greateft  of  outrages  agatnft  hen 
One  of  the  iilanders,  named  Genulio^  armed  his  fellow- 
cilizeDs ;  after  which  he  called  together  the  Portuguefe, 
and  addrefied  them  in  the  following  manner :  **  To  re* 
^  venge  affronts  of  fo  cruel  a  nature  as  thofe  we  have 
^  received  from  you,  would  require  adions,  not  words. 
**  Yei  we  will  fpeak  to  you.    You  preach  to  us  a 
«*  Deity,  who  delights,  you  fay,  in  generous  adions; 
<*  but  theft,  murder,  obfcenity,  and  dronkennefs  are 
^  your  common  pradice ;  your  hearts  are  eniamed 
^  with  every  vice.    Our  manners  can  never  fuit  with 
<'  youfs:  nature  forefaw  this,  when  (he  feparated  ui 
*^  by  immenfe  feas,  and  ye  have  overleaped  her  bar- 
«*  riers.     This  audacity,  of  which  ye  are  not  aihamed 
**  toboail,  is  a  proof  of  the  corruption  of  your  hearts. 
**  Take  my  advice ;  leave  to  their  repofe  thefe  nations 
**  that  refemble  you  fo  little  ;  go,  fix  your  habitations 
*  among  thofe,  who  are  as  brutal  as  yourfetves;  an 
^  intercoorfe  with  you  would  be  more  fatal  to  us  than 
«*  all  the  evils  which  it  is  in  the^power  of  your  God  to 
^^  inflfd  upon  us.  We  renounce  your  alliance  for  ever : 
'^  your  arms  are  fuperior  to  ours ;  but  we  are  more 
»»  juft  than  you,  and  we  do  not  fear  you.    The  hons 
•*  are  from  this  day  your  enemies ;  fly  from  their  coun- 
•*  try,  and  beware  how  you  approach  it  again." 

This  harangue,  which  thirty  years  before  would 
have  brought  on  the  deftruSion  of  Amboyna,  was  lif- 
tened  to  with  a  patience  that  fully  demonftrated  what 
a  change  the  Portuguefe  had  undergone. 
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Equally  detefled  in  every  part,  they  faw  a  confe- 
deracy forming  to  expel  them  from  the  eaft.  All  the 
great  powers  of  India  entered  into  the  league,  and  for 
two  or  three  years  carried  on  their  preparations  in  fe- 
cret.  The  court  ot  Lisbon  was  informed  of  them  ; 
and  the  king  Seballian,  who,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
his  foperftition,  would  have  been  a  great  prinee,  dif- 
patched  Ataida  and  all  the  Portuguefe,  who  had  diftin- 
guifhed  thcmfelves  in  the  wars  of  Europe,  to  India. 

The  general  opinion  on  their  arrival  was  to  abandon 
the  difiant  fettlements,  and  aflemble  their  forces  on  the 
Malabar  coaft,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goa.  Al- 
though Ataida  was  of  opinion  that  they  had  formed 
too  gi eat  a  number  of  fettlements,  be  did  not  like  the 
appearance  of  facrificing  them.  Comrades^  faid  he^  / 
mean  to  preferve  all,  and  fo  long  as  I  live  the  enemy  Jball 
not  gain  an  inch  cf  ground.  Immediately  upon  this  he  fent 
fuccours  to  all  the  places  that  were  in  danger,  and  made 
the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  defending  Goa. 

The  Samorin  attacked  Manjalor,  Cochin,  and  Ca- 
nanor.  The  king  of  Cambaya  attacked  Chaul,  Da- 
man, Baichaim.  The  king  of  Achem  laid  fiege  to 
Malacca.  The  king  of  Ternate  made  war  upon  them 
in  the  Moluccas,  Agalachem,  a  tributary  to  the  Mo- 
gul, imprifoned  the  Portuguefe  merchants  at  Surat. 
The  queen  of  Gareopa  endeavoured  to  drive  them  out 
of  Onor. 

Ataida,  in  the  midft  of  the  care  and  trouble  at- 
tending the  fiege  of  Goa,  fent  five  (hips  to  Surat,  which 
obliged  Agalachem  to  fet  the  Portuguefe,  whom  he 
bad  feized,  at  liberty.  Thirteen  (hips  were  difpatched 
to  Malacca,  upon  which  the  king  of  Achem  and  his 
allies  abandoned  the  {lege.  Befides  thefe,  Ataida  would 
fit  out  even  the  veflels,  which  were  employed  every 
year  to  carry  tribute  and  mercbandife  to  Lifbon.  It  was 
'         *  reprefented 
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ftpn^nted  to  Wm,  that  iiHked  rf  depriving  hiinfeiror  BOOK 

ibe  affiftance  of  men  who  were  to  go  en  board  this  , 'l 

^t,  he  flwuld  preferve  them  for  the  defence  of  In- 

*a.    Wf  Jbull  U  emmgi  witbtut  them,  faid  he,  tbeflaU 

«  «  difirrfs  and  its  Upej  mufi  not  be  iicenei.    This  re- 

ply  furprifed  his  opponents,  and  the  fleet  failed.  At  the 

*iiBe  when  the  place  was  moA  rigorouHy  preffedby  Idal- 

«an,  Attida  fent  tro«f>s  to  t4te  fuccour  of  Cochin  and 

a»ps  to  Ceyloa.    The  *rcW«fliop,  whofe  .uthority  wn 

unlimited,  interpofcd  to  prevent  it.    Sir,  replied  Atai- 

da,^<,«  ufuUrJl^md  nothing  rf  thtfe  affairs,  content  jeur- 

ftlfwiU)  rvtmnending  them  t»  the  bhffing  vfGod     The 

Pori«guefe,  who  came  from  Europe,  exhibite<i  prodi- 

fies  of  valour  during  (his  fiege.    It  was  oftentinwj 

vrith  diflScuky,  that  Ataida  could  rcftrain  them  ftom 

ihrow.ng  away  their  ii«e».     Many  of  them  wodd  fally 

out  iti  the  night  contrary  to  his  onjers  to  attack  rl,i 

veuegers  m  their  Imes. 

The  viceroy  did  not  depend  fo  entirely  on  the  force 
of  his  arms,  as  to  rejed  the  afliftance  of  policy.     He 
was  informed,  that  Idalcan  was  governed  by  one  of  his 
tntftreffes,  and  that  flie  was  in  the  camp  with  htm. 
•Women,  who  devote  themfclves  to  the  pleafin^  of 
princes  are  generally  flaMcs  to  ambition,  and  unacquaint- 
ed with  thofe  virtues,  which  love  infpitxs.  The  miftrefs 
of  Idalcan  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  corrupted,  and  fold  to 
Ataida  her  lover's  fecrets,     Idalcan  tvas  aware  of  the 
treafon,  but  could  not  difcover  the  traitor.    Atlaft  af^ 
ter  ten  months  fpent  in  toil  and  aOion,  his  tents  de- 
flroycd,  his  troops  thinned,  his  elephants  killed,  and  his 
cavalry  unable  to  fervfe,  this  prince  overcome  by  the 
genius  of  Ataida,  quitted  the  fiege,  and  retreated   in 
ihame  and  defpair. 

Air  AID  A  marched  without  clelay  to  the  afliftance  of 

Chau\,  which  was  btfiegtd  by  Ni^amalve,  king  of  Cam- 

VoL.  1.  tC  J>ayt, 
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BOOK  baya^  at  the  head  of  more  than  a  hundred  thoufjind 
i*^  ,  men.  The  defence  of  Chaul  had  been  conduded  with 
as  much  btrepidity  as  that  of  Goa.  It  was  followecf 
by  a  great  vidoryj  which  Ataida,  with  a  handful  of 
men^  obtained  over  a  numerous  army>  difciplined  by  a 
long  fiege. 

At  AID  Ay  after  thisf  marched  againft  the  Samorin» 
defeated  and  obliged  him  to  (ign  a  treaty,  by  which  he 
engaged  never  to  keep  up  any  ihips  of  war. 

The  Portugnefe  became  throughout  the  eaft  what 
they  were  under  the  immediate  condud  of  Ataida.  A 
fingle  fliip*  commanded  by  Lopez  Carafco,  fought  for 
three  days  fucceifively  againft  the  whole  fleet  of  the 
king  of  Achem.  In  the  middle  of  the  engagement 
wond  ^was  brought  to  Lopez's  fon,  that  his  father  was 
killed  \  We  have  one  trove  man  the  lefs^  faid  he;  we  muft 
jconfuer,  or  deferve  to  die  as  be  bos  done*  Saying  this^  he 
took  the  command  of  the  fhip>  and  forcing  his  way  in 
triumph  through  the  enemy's  fleet,  anchored  before 
Malacca;  .    . 

Nor  was  courage  the  only  virtue  that  revived  among 
the  Poituguefe  at  this  period^  fo  powerful  is  the  afcend- 
ent  of  a  great  nian^  even  over  th^  moft  corrupt  nations. 
Thomas  de  Sofa  had  got  for  a  flave  a  beautiful  girl,  who 
had  not  long  before  been  promifed  to  a  young  nian  that 
was  in  love  with  her.  He  getting  intelligence  of  the 
misfortune  of  his  miftrefs,  flew  to  throw  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  and  partake  of  her  chains.  .  Sofa  was  prefent  at 
their  interview;  they  embraced,  and  melted  into  tears. 
I  give  you  your  liberty t  faid  the  Portuguefe  general,  ^» 
and  live  bappy  elfewbere. 

The  management  of  the  public  money  was  tikewife 
reformed  by  Ataida,  who  reftrained  thofe  abufes,  which 
are  moft  injurious  to  ftates,  and  moft  difficult  to  be  re- 
ft raij^ed.  But  this  good  order>  this  returning  beroifm! 
this  glorfous  moment;  did  ^t  furvive  his  adminiftratien. 

At 
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At  the  death  of  Sebaftian»  Portugal  funk  into  a  kind  BOOK 
ofanarchyy  and  was  by  degrees  reduced  under  the  do- 
minion of  Philip  the  Second.     From  this  era  the  Por- 
tuguefe  in  India  ceafed  to  confider  themfelves  as  of  the 
fame  country.     Some  made  themfelves  independent^ 
others  turned  pirates,  and  paid  no  refped  to  any  flag. 
Many  entered  into  the  fenrice  of  the  princes  of  the 
countiy,  and  thefe  almoft  all  became  minifters  or  gene- 
rals, fo  great  were  the  advantages  this  nation  ftill  main- 
tained over  thofe  of  India.    There  was  not  one  among 
the  Portuguefe,  who  purfued  any  other  object  than  the 
advancement  of  his  own  interell :  there  was  no  zeal,  no 
union  for  the  common  good.    Their  pofleffions  in  India 
were  divided  into  three  governments,  which  gave  no  af- 
fiftance  to  each  other,  and  even  clafhed  in  their  projeds 
and  interefts.    Neither  difcipline^  fubordination»  nor 
the  love  of  glory,  animated  either  the  foldiers  or  the 
officers.     Men  of  war  no  longer  came  out  of  the  portSf 
or  whenever  they  came  out  were  badly  equipped.  Man- 
ners became  more  and  more  depraved.    Not  one  of 
thetr  commanders  had  power  enough  to  reftrain  the  tor- 
rent of  vice,  and  the  majority  of  thefe  commanders  were 
themfelves  corrupt.    The  Portuguefe  at  length  loft  all 
their  foraier  greatnefs,  when  a  free  and  enlightened  na- 
tion, aduated  with  a  proper  fpirit  of  toleration,  appeared 
in  India,  and  contended  with  them  for  the  empire  of  that 
country. 

It  may  be  affirmed,  that  at  the  time  when  Portugal 
firft  made  its  difcoveries,  the  world  was  very  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  political  principles  of  trade,  the  real 
power  of  different  ftates,  the  advantages  of  conqueft,  the 
manner  of  eftablifliing  and  preferving  colonies^  and  the 
bene£ts  the  mother  country  might  derive  from  them. 

It  was  a  wife  projeS  to  endeavour  to  find  a  paflage 
by  Africa  to  go  to  the  Indies,  and  to  bring  merchandife. 

Ka  The 
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BOOK  The  benefits  which  the  Venetians  derived  by  lefs  dire£l 
roads,  had  juftly  excited  the  emulation  of  the  PortiH 
guefe  ;  but  it  was  proper  there  (hould  be  fome  limits  to 
fo  laudable  an  ambition. 

This  fmall  nation  becoming  a  fudcfen  miftrefs  of  the 
richeft  and  mod  extenfive  commerce  of  the  gtobcj  foon 
confided  of  nothing  elfe  but  merchants^  fa&ors,  andfai- 
lors,  who"*were  deftroyed  by  long  voyages.  Thus  the 
Portuguefe  lofl  the  foundation  of  all  real  power^  which 
confifts  in  agriculture^  natural  indu(lry,and  population; 
*  *  and  there  was  confequently  no  proportion  between  their 
commerce  and  the  m^^ns  of  keeping  it  up. 

They  carried  thefe deftrudive meafures  dill  further; 
and|  animated  with  the  rage  of  conqueft^  extended 
themfelves  over  a  vaft  track  of  land^  which  no  Europeao 
nation  would  have  been  able  to  preferve,  without  im- 
pairing their  own  ftrength. 

Thus  this  (mall  country^  which  of  itfejf  was  not 
very  populous^  cooflantly  exhaufled  itfelf  in  foldiersj  Tai- 
lors and  inbabitantBj  fent  to  fupply  the  colonies. 

The  fpirit  of  religious  intoleration  that  prevailed 
amongil  them,  would  not  allow  them  to  admit  into  the 
clafs  of  their  own  citizens  the  people  of  the  eaft  and  of 
Africa^  and  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  be  perpetu- 
ally at  war  with  their  new  fubjeds. 

As  the  government  foon  changed  itsfchemes  of  trade 
intopreje3sof  conqueft;  thenation^  which  had  never 
been  guided  by  the  true  conmiercial  fpirit^  foon  aflutxied 
that  of  rapine  and  plunder. 

TiME-pi£C£Sf  fire  arms,  fine  cIoths>  and  other  arti- 
cles, which  have  been  fince  carried  into  India,  not  being 
then  brought  to  that  degree  of  perfedion  they  have 
lately  acquired,  the  Portuguefe  could  not  carry  any 
thing  there  but  money.    They  foon  grew  tired  i^this^ 

and 
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and  carried  away  from  the  Indiana  by  force  what  they  BOOK 
liad  before  obtained  by  purchafe. 

Then  was  to  be  feen  throughout  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal  the  utmoft  profufion  of  riches^  joined  to  the 
mod  extreme  poverty.  The  only  opulent  perfons  were 
thofe  who  had  held  fome  employment  in  the  Indiea  ; 
while  the  hufbandman^  who  found  no  one  to  aflift  faftn 
in  bis  toilj  and  the  arti(ls>  who  were  unable  to  procure 
workmen^  being  foon  compelled  to  forego  their  feveral 
employments^  were  reduced  to  the  lowed  (late  of  mi« 

fery. 

All  thefe  misfortunes  had  been  forefeen.    When  the 

d'lfcovery  of  the  Indies  engaged  th^  attention  of  Portu* 

gal,  that  court  flattered  itfelf  that  the  bare  appearance  of 

their  ihips  in  that  mild  climate, would  infure  the  poflef- 

fion  of  it ;  that  the  trade  of  thefe  countries  would  prove 

as  far  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  riches  to  the  nation^ 

as  it  had   been  to  thofe  people  who  had  hitherto  been 

mailers  of  it;  and  that  by  the  treafure  arifing  from  it, 

the  ftate>  notwithftanding  its  fmall  extent  of  territory, 

would  become  equal  in  flrength  and  grandeur  to  the 

moft  formidable  powers.     There  were  fome,  however, 

who  were  not  mifled  by  thefe  delufive  hopes.     The 

moft  penetrating  and  moderate  of  the  mtnifters  ventur- 

cd  to  affirm,  that  the  confequence  of  running  in  fearch 

of  rich  minerals,  and  glittering  merchandife,  would  be 

an  inattention  toobjeSsof  real  advantage,  agriculture, 

and  manufaQures ;  that  wars,  fliipwrecks,  epidemical 

difeafes,  and  other  accidents,  would  weaken  the  whole 

empire   beyond  recovery ;  that  the  flate  thus  carried 

out  from  its  centre  by  the  impulfe  of  an  extravagant 

ambition,  wo^Jd  either  by  force  or  art  attraa  Ihe  fub- 

jeas  to  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  Afia  ;  that  even  if  this 

entcrprixc  fucceeded,  it  would  raifea  powerful  confede- 

r^cy,  which  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  crown  of 

K  3  Portugal 
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B  0  0  K  Portugal  to  defeat   Attempts  were  in  vain  madej  fome 

time  after  this,  to  convince  thefe  difceming  men  of 

their  error^  by  (hewing  them  that  the  Indians  were  fub- 

dued ;  the  Moors  repulfed^  and  the  Turks  defeated : 

and  by  exhibiting  the  tide  of  wealth  that  flowed  into 

l^ortugal.    Their  opinions  were  too  well  grounded  in 

experience  to  be  Ihaken  by  the  report  of  thefe  flattering 

fucceflfes.    They  ftill  infided  that  a  few  years  would  dif- 

cover  the  folly  of  pufliing  thefe  purfuits  to  extremity, 

and  that  they  muft  inevitably  lead  to  a  corruption  of 

morals,  and  end  in  ravages  and  univerfal  confufion. 

Time,  the  great  arbiter  of  political  matters,  has  fince 

(hewn  the  truth  of  their  predictions. 

Prefent  Of  all  the  conquefts  which  the  Poriuguefe  had  made 

Portugnefe  ^"  I^^i^f  ^bey  poflefs  none  at  prefent  but  Macao,  Diu, 

aiFairt  in     and  Goa ;  and  the  united  importance  of  thefe  three  fet- 

***"*•         tlements,  in  their  intercourfe  with  India  and  Portugal^  is 

very  incondderable. 

Macao  annually  fends  two  veflels  to  Goa  laden  with 
china  and  other  goods,  that  are  rejeded  at  Cantun ;  the 
owners  of  which  are  generally  Chinefe  merchants.  Thefe 
(hips  bring  back  as  much  of  the  fandal,  Indian  faffron, 
ginger  and  pepper,  as  the  two  frigates  belonging  to  Goa 
are  able  to  procure  on  the  fouthern  coaft.  The  veflel 
"which  trades  to  the  north  carries  a  part  of  the  cargo 
that  come$  from  China  to  Surat,  where  it  takes  in  fome 
linens,  and  completes  its  lading  at  Piu,  which  is  not 
what  it  was  formerly.  A  (hip  arrives  every  year  from 
Europe,  which  procures  at  Goa  a  fmall  and  indifferent 
cargo,  confifting  of  goods  picked  up  from  China, 
Gilzarat,  and  a  few  Englifli  counting  houfes,  -and  fells 
them  at  Mofambique,  Brafil,  Angola,  or  the  capital. 

Such  is  the  declining  (late  into  which  the  Portuguefe 
affairs  in  India  are  fallen,  from  that  pinnacle  of  glory 
to  whi^h  they  had  been  raifed  by  the  bold  adventurers 

who 
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wlio  difcovered^  and  the  intrepid  heroes  who  conquer-  BOOK 

ed  that  country.    The  fcene'of  their  glory  and  opulence 

is  become  that  of  their  ruin  and  difgrace.    Their  iitu- 

ation,  however^  is  not  fo  defperate  as  it  may  appear. 

Their  remainJDg  poflfeflions  are  more  than  fufficient  to 

intitle  them  to  a  btrge  (hare  in  the  affairs  of  India.    But 

this  change  can  only  be  effe&ed  by  the  aids  of  philo(b« 

phy  and  a  fptrit  of  liberty.    If  the  Portuguefe  knew 

their  true  interefts^  if  their  ports  were  declared  free^ 

and  thofe  who  fettled  in  them  had  their  fortunes  and  the 

liberty  of  confcience  fecured  to  them*  Indians  who  are 

now  opprefled  by  their  government,  and  the  Europeans 

who  are  injured  by  their  monopolizing  companiesjwould 

refon  to  their  fettlements  in  great  numbers,  and  their 

flag,  which  has  long  been  defpifed,  would  again  become 

refpeSable.    Its  power  cannot,  however,  be  equal  to 

that  of  the  Dutch,  a  perfevering  and  confiderate  people^ 

whofe  enterprizes  we  are  going  to  relate. 


End  of  the  first  Book. 
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Tie  fiaitmMsy  ivdrs,  poiiey^  dnd  tradi  ff  the  Dutch  in 

the  EaJiJndhs. 


Ancient 
revolu-  ' 
tions  in 
Holland. 


J|[  H  E  republic  of  Hollandj  has^  from  Us  firft  rifes 
been  an  obje6c  of  univerfal  adnurationi  and  cannot  fail 
to  engage  the  curioftty  and  attention  of  the  remotefl; 
pofterity.  The  inhabitants  have  every  where  diflin- 
guilhed  themfelves  by  their  indufiry  and  eBterpriztng  ge- 
nius: but  are  particufarly  celebrated  for  their  know«» 
tedge  of  maritime  affairs,  and  their  expeditions  to.th^ 
continent  of  India.  But  before  we  attend  them  in  their 
progrefs  to  thefe  opulent  and  extendve  regions,  let  iis 
trace  their  hiftory  to  its  earlieft  aera.  Such  a  retrofpeft 
is  peculiarly  proper  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  as  it  will 
comprehend  at  one  glance,  all  thofe  charaderifiic  marks 
by  which  the  genius  of  a  nation  is  diftinguifhed.  It  is 
neceflary  that  a  reader  who  refleQs  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  himfelf  if  the  original  ft  ate  of  tliis  nation  were 
fuch  as  afforded  a  prefage  of  its  future  power;  and 
ivhether  the  heroic  afTociates  of  Civilis,  who  defied  the 
Roman  power,  did  not  transfufe  their  fpirit  into  thofe 
brave  republicans,  who,  under  the  aufpiccs  of  Naffau, 
oppofed  the  dark  and  odious  tyranny  of  Philip  the  Sc- 
cond. 

It  is  a  fafl:  eftabliflied  by  the  beft  hiftorical  authority, 
that  in  the  century  preceding  the  chriftian  aera,  the  Bat- 
tse,  ditiatisfied  with  their  iimation  in  Heffe,  fettled  upon 

the 
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thtihad  formed  by  the  Naal  and'  the  Rhine ;  which  BOOK 
w»marfty,  aad  had  few  or  no  inhabitants.  Thcy\  "; 
fsve  the  name  of  Batavia  to  their  new  country.  Their 
govercmeifC  was  a  niixtDT^  of  inmarchy,  ariftocracy, 
and  democracy.  Their  chief  was,  properly  fpcaking, 
Bothing  more  than  a  principal  citizen,  whofe  office  was 
rather  loadvife  than  to  command.  The  principal  meit 
whoexercifedjurl^idionand  commanded  the  troops  in 
'heir  rej^dive  difirifib,  werfe  chofen,  as  well  as  the 
kings,  in  a  general  affembly.  A  hundred  perfons,  fe- 
leded  from  among  the  people,  presided  over  every  coun- 
try, and  adcd  as  chiefs  in  the  different  ha.mlets.  The 
wKoU  hatioii  was,  in  fome  meafure,  an  army  always  in 
readinefs.  Each  family  compofed  a  body  of  militia, 
which  fetved  tinder  a  captain  of  its  own  chufing. 

StrcR  was  the  ftate  of  Batavia,  when  Csefar  paffcd 
the  Alps.  This  Roman  general  defeated  the  Helveti- 
ansj  fevei^t  tribes  of  the  Gauls,  the  Belgas  and  Ger* 
mam,  who  had  crofied  the  Rhine,  and  extended  his 
conc^uefts  beyond  that  river.  In  confequence  of  this  ex* 
peftttonthe  boldnefsand  fuceefs  of  which  were  equally 
aftonUking,  the  protedion  of  the  conqueror  was  court* 
ed  on  aH  fides. 

Some  writers,  too  zealous  for  the  honour  of  thci^ 
country,  affirm  that  the  Batavians  entered  into  an  alli- 
ance wffi  Rome ;  but  the  truth  is,  they  fubmitted  on 
conditkm  that  they  (hould  be  governed  by  their  own 
laws,  pay  no  tribute,  and  be  obliged  only  to  perform 
military  fervices. 

Cjesak  foon  diftinguiihed  the  Batavians  from  the 
other  nations  that  were  fubdued  by  the  Romans.  This 
conqueror  of  the  Gauls,  when  by  Pompey's  influence 
he  was  recalled  to  Rome,  and  refufed  to  obey  the  fenate's 
orders  ;  when  relying  on  the  abfolute  authority  which 
his  cohduA  had  at  length  given  him  over  the  legions 
'  and 
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BOOK  tnd  ftuxiliaries,  he  attacked  his  enemies  in  Spain,  Italy, 
and  Afia :  at  this  jundure,  fenfible  that  the  Batavians 
had  a  principal  fliare  in  his  vidories,  he  gave  them  tho 
gloriottS  appellation  of  tbe  friends  and  brethren  of  the 
Romon  people. 

After  this,  irritated  by  the  unjuft  proceedings  of 
certain  governors,  they  obeyed  the  didates  of  that  noble 
impulfe,  fo  becoming  men  of  fpirit,  which  prompts 
them  to  take  arms  to  revenge  an  infult.  They  (hewed 
themfelves  as  formidable  as  enemies,  as  they  were  faith- 
ful as  allies  ;  but  thefe  troubles  fubfiding,  the  Batavians 
were  psrcified,  butnot  fubdued. 

When  Rome,  after  haying  rifen  to  a  pitch  of  great- 
nefs  unknown  before,  and  which  has  never  (ince  been 
equalled  by  any  fiate,  no  longer  retained  thofe  manly 
-virtues  and  (Irid  principles  which  were  the  groundkwork 
of  that  noble  fuperftrudure ;  when  their  laws  had  loft 
their  force,  their  armies,  their  difcipline,  and  the  citi- 
zens the  love  of  their  country :  the  barbarians,  who  by 
the  terror  of  the  Roman  name  had  been  driven  to  the 
north  where  they  had  been  confined  by  force  to  remain, 
poured  like  a  torrent  into  the  fouthern  countries*  The 
empire  was  torn  in  pieces,  and  the  fined  provinces  be- 
came a  prey  to  thofe  whom  the  Romans  had  always  ei- 
ther degraded  or  oppreflfed.  The  Franks,  in  particular, 
feized  upon  the  countries  belonging  to  the  Gauls;  and 
Batavia  became  a  part  of  that  extenfive  and  famous 
kingdom,  which  was  founded  by  thefe  conquerors  in  the 
fifth  century. 

The  new  monarchy  experienced  thofe  inconvenien- 
ces which  are  almoft  infeparable  from  rifing  ftates;  and 
are  indeed  too  frequently  felt  in  the  beft  eftabli(hed  go- 
vernments. It  was  fometimes  under  the  dominion  of  a 
fingle  perfon ;  and  at  others  was  fubjed  to  the  caprice 
of  a  number  of  tyrants.  It  was  conftantly  engaged  ei- 
ther 
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thcr  in  foreign  wars>  or  expoTed  to  the  rage  of  inteftine  BOOK 
diffaaCioiis.    Sometimes  it  made  the  neighbouring  ftatet     J^l. 
tremble  for  their  fafcty ;  but  much  oftener  fnffeied  from  ^^■*^ 
the  incurTions  of  the  northern  people  who  ravaged  its 
provinces.     It  was  equally  the  vidim  of  the  weaknefs  of 
fevcral  of  its  princes,  and  of  the  unbounded  ambition  of 
their  favourites  and  minifters.    The  overbearing  fpirit 
of  the  pontiffs,  undermined  the  power  of  the  throne, 
Mnd  their  infolence  brought  both  the  laws  and  religion 
into  difgrace.  Anarchy  and  tyranny  followed  each  other 
fo  clofe,  that  the  moft  fanguine  defpaired  of  ever  feeing 
affairs  put  upon  a  tolerable  footing.    The  glorious  sera 
of  Charlemagne's  government  was  only  a  tranfient  gleam 
of  light.    As  his  great  adions  were  the  efied  of  his  ge- 
nius, and  not  in  the  lead  owing  to  the  influence  of  any 
good  inftitutions ;  after  his  death,  affairs  returned  to 
that  ilate  of  confufion  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
trieved by  his  father  Pepin,  and  more  particularly  by  his 
own  endeavours.     The  French  monarchy,  the  limits  of 
which  he  had  extended  too  far,  was  divided.    Germany 
to  vfhich  the  Rhine  ferved  as  a  natural  barrier,  fell  to 
the  ihare  of  on^  of  his  grandfons  :  and,  by  an  unac- 
countable arrangement,  Batavia,  to  which  the  Normans 
in  their  excurfions,  had  a  little  before  given  the  name  of 
HoUandy  was  included  in  that  allotment. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  the  German 
branch  of  the  Carlovinians  became  extind.  As  the 
other  princes  of  France  had  neither  courage  nor  power 
to  aflert  their  rights,  the  Germans  eaflly  difengaged 
themfelves  from  a  foreign  yoke.  Thofe  of  the  nation, 
who^  by  virtue  of  a  delegated  power  from  the  Aionarch, 
governed  the  five  circles  of  which  the  (late  was  com- 
pofed»  chofe  a  chief  out  of  their  own  body.  This  cliief, 
fearing  left  thefe  powerful  men  might  be  tempted  to 
throw  off  their  dependance,  if  any  feverer  conditions 

were 
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B  O  O  E:  were  required  of  them,  contcnlod  himfdf  with  their  fi- 
^*_     ifXity  «od  homage,  and  exaaed  only  fuch  fervices  as 
they  were  obliged  to  by  the  feudal  laws. 

At  this  memorable  junanrc,  the  couiiU  of  HoUaad, 
who,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  provincial  chiefs,  h?d 
hitherto  exercifcd  a  precarious  and  dependent  authority, 
obtained  the  fame  rights  as  the  other  great  vaflals  of 
Germany :  and  as  they  afterwards  enlarged  their  terri- 
tories by  conqueft,  marriages,  and  grants  from  the  em- 
perors, they  in  time  became  totally  independent  of  the 
empire.  They  were  not  equally  fuccefsful  in  their  un- 
juft  attempts  againft  the  public  liberty.  Their  fubjeds 
were  not  to  be  intimidated  by  force,  cajoled  by  flattery, 
or  corrupted  by  largeffes.  War  and  peace,  taxes,  laws, 
and  treaties  were  managed  by  the  three  united  powers 
of  the  count,  the  nobles,  and  the  towns.  The  republi- 
can fpirit  ftilt  prevailed  in  the  nation,  when  by  fomc  ex- 
traordinary events,  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  the 
houfe  of  Burgundy,  whofe  former  power,  though  be- 
fore confiderable,  was  greatly  ftrcngthened  by  this  re- 
union. 

Those  who  had  the  fagacity  to  inveftigate  probabili- 
ties, forefaw,  that  this  ftate,  which  was  formed  as  it 
were  by  the  gradual  accretion  of  many  others,  would 
one  day  be  of  great  weight  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
Europe.  The  genius  of  its  inhabitants,  its  advantageous 
*  fituation>  and  its  real  ftrength,  afforded  almoft  a  certain 
profpeS  of  its  future  grcatnefs.  Thcfe  projeds  and 
expeftations  which  were  juft  ripening  into  realities, 
were  difappointed  by  an  evjent,  which  though  it  hap- 
pens every  day,  never  fails  to  baffle  the  defigns  of  am- 
bition. The  male  line  in  that  houfe  became  extind  j 
and  Mary,  who  was  fole  heirefs  to  its  dominions,  by  her 
marriage  in  1477,  transferred  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
the  advantages  that  had  been  gained  by  feveral  ftrug- 

gles, 
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gles,  a  great  number  of  intrigues,  and  foofie  a£b  oF  in-  ^  O  O IL 

/office.  ^^* 

At  this  acra,  fo  famous  in  htfiory,  each  of  the  feven*^ 
teen  provinces  of  iht  Low  Countries  had  particular 
taws,  extenfive  priviieges,  and  almoft  a  diftind  gOTem- 
tnent.    The  excellent  principle  of  union  which  equally 
tomribates  to  the  welfare  and  fecurity  both  of  empires 
«nd  republics,  was  unircrfally  difregarded.     The  peo- 
ple having  been,  from  time  immemorial,  accuftomed  to 
this  (bte  of  confuflon,  had  no  idea  that  it  was  poflible 
to  enjoy  a  more  rational  form  of  government.    This 
prejudice  was  of  fo  long  a  (landing,  fo  generally  adopted, 
ahd  fo  firmly  eftaWiflied,  that  Maximilian,  Philip  and 
Charles,  the  three  Auftrian  princes  who  firft  inherited 
the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  thought  it 
prudent  not  to  attempt  any  innovation.     They  flatter- 
ed themfelves,  that  fome  happier  conjunfture  might 
enable  their  fucceflbrs  to  eifecule  with  fafcty  a  plan, 
which  they  could  not  even  attempt  without  danger. 

At  this  time  a  great  change  was  preparing  in  the  Rife  of  the 

minds  of  men  in  Europe.     The  revival  of  letters,  the  S^S^^^'S  ®^ 

r  ^       ^1.     •         ^'         r      •     .  ,  Holland, 

exten&on  of  commerce,  the  invention  of  printing  and 

the  difcovery  of  the  compafs,  brought  on  the  aera  when 

human  reafon  was  to  fhake  oflF  the  yoke  of  fome  of  thofe 

prejudices  which  had  gained  ground  in  the  barbarous 

ages. 

Thl  intelligent  part  of  the  world  ^ere  for  the  moft 
part  cured  of  the  RomiHi  fupef  ftition^.  They  were  dif- 
gufted  at  the  abufe  the  popes  made  of  their  authority^ 
the  contributions  they  raifed  upon  the  people  ;  the  falfe 
of  indulgences;  and  more  parricularly  at  thofe  abfurd 
refinements  with  which  they  had  difguifed  the  ilmpte 
religion  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

But  thefe  difceming  people  were  not  the  firft  who 
attempted  a  f evolution.    This  htmout  was  refcrved  for 

a  tur- 
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B  O  O  K  a  torbuIcDt  iiionk>  whofe  barbarous  eloquence  rouzed 
the  northern  nations.  Some  of  the  mod  enlightened 
men  of  the  age,  contributed  to  undeceive  the  reft.  Some 
of  the  European  princea  embraced  the  reformed  relU 
gion;  others  held  communion  with  the  church  of 
Rome.  The  former  found  no  difficulty  in  bringing 
over  their  fubjeds  to  their  opinions ;  while  the  latter 
had  much  ado  to  prevent  theirs  from  embracing  the 
new  do8rines.  They  had  recourfe  to  a  variety  of  mea* 
fures  which  were  too  often  purfued  with  rigour.  That 
fpirit  6f  fanaticifm»  which  had  deftroyed  the  Saxons,  the 
Albigenfesj  and  the  Huflltesj  was  revived.  Gibbets 
were  ereded  and  fires  kindled  anew,  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  new  dodrine. 

No  fovereign  was  fo  ready  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  ex- 
pedients as  Philip  II.  His  tyranny  was  felt  in  every 
part  of  his  extenfive  monarchy  ;  and  his  zeal  for  his  re* 
ligion  prompted  him  to  perfecute  all  thofe  who  fell  un- 
der the  denomination  of  heretics  or  infidels.  Defigns 
were  formed  to  deprive  the  inhabitant  of  the  Low 
Countries  of  their  privileges ;  and  millions  of  citizens 
were  condemned  to  the  fcaffbld.  The  people  revolted : 
and  the  fame  fcene  was  renewed  which  the  Venetians 
had  (hewn  the  world  many  centuries  before,  when  fly- 
ing from  oppreflion^  and  finding  no  retreat  upon  land, 
they  fought  an  afylum  upon  the  waters.  Seven  fmall 
provinces  lying  on  the  northern  fide  of  Brabant  and 
Flanders,  which  were  rather  overflowed  than  watered 
by  large  rivers,  and  often  covered  by  the  fea>  whofe  vio'- 
lence  was  with  difficulty  reftrained  by  dikes ;  having 
no  wealth  but  what  accrued  from  a  few  pafture-lands, 
and  a  little  fifhing  ;  formed  one  of  the  richeft  and  mofl 
powerful  republics  in  the  world ;  and  which  may,  per- 
haps, be  confidered  as  the  model  of  commercial  flates. 
The  firft  efforts  of  this  united  people  had  not  the  de- 
fired 
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firetl  fncceis ;  but  though  they  were  frequently  defeat-  BOOK 
edf  they  ended  with  vidories.  The  Spanifli  troops  ^  j^{ 
they  had  to  encounter^  were  the  bed  in  Etirope^  and  at 
firft  gained  feverai  advantages.  But  by  degrees  the  new 
republicans  recovered  their  lofles.  They  refifted  with 
firmnefs ;  and  gaining  experience  from  their  own  mif- 
carriages,  as  well  as  froni  the  example  of  their  enemies^ 
they  at  length  became  their  fuperiorsin  the  art  of  war  s 
und  the  neceflity  they  lay  under  of  difputing  every  inch 
of  ground  in  fo  confined  a  country  as  Holland,  gave 
them  opportunities  of  improving  the  art  of  fortifying  a 
country  or  a  town  in  the  beft  manner. 

The  weak  ftateof  Holland*  at  its  rife»  obliged  it  to 
feck  for  arms  and  afliftance  from  every  quarter  where 
there  was  any  profped  of  obtaining  it.    It  granted  an 
afylum  to  pirates  of  all  nations,  with  a  view  of  employ- 
ing them  againft  the  Spaniards ;  and  this  was  the  foun- 
dation  of  their  naval  flrength.     Wife  laws,  an  admira- 
ble order,  a  confiitution  which  prefervcd  equality  a- 
mong  mankind,  an  excellent  police  and  a  fpirit  of  tolera- 
tion, foon  ereded  this  republic  into  a  powerful  ftate.   In 
the  year  1590,  the  Hollanders  more  than  once  humbled 
the  pride  of  the  Spanifh  flag.     They  had  alif  ady  efta- 
hiiflied  a  kind  of  trade,  the  mpft  fuitable  that  could  be 
tp  their  fituation.     Their  vcffels  were  employed  as  they 
4re  flill,  in  carrying  the  merchandize  of  one  nation  to 
aimher.    The  Hanfe  Towns,  and  fome  towns  in  Italy, 
were  in  pofleflion  of  thefe  tranfports :  and  the  Holland* 
ers,  in  competition  with  them,  by  their  frugality  foon 
gained   the  advantage.    Their  ihips  of  war  proteded 
their  merchantmen.    Their  merchants  grew  ambitious 
of  extending  their  commerce  :  and  got  the  trade  of 
Liibon  into  their  hands,  where  they  purchafed  Indian 
goods  which  they  fold  again  to  all  theftates  of  Europe. 

Philijp 
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BOOK     '  Phiiip  II.  having  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Portugah 
.^^1^^  eojoifved  his  neur  fubjeds  in  1594  to  hold  «o  correfpoh* 
dence  with  his  enemies.     This  aclntrary  prince  did  not 
forefee  that  this  prohihition,  which  He  thouglit  miift 
iwncaken  the  Hollanders,  would  in  fed  render  thim  more 
fornfiidable.    Had  not  thefe  ctifeerning  navigalors  been 
c^tcluded  from  a  port,  upon  which  the  whole  fucxrefs  of 
f heir  naval  ^enterpriliies  depended,  there  is  reafon  to  be< 
KeVt  that  they  wouW  have  contented  themfelves  with 
the  large  commeroe  they  carried  on  in  the  European 
feas,  without  thinking  of  failing  to  remoter  climates. 
But  as  it  was  impoffible  to  preferve  their  trade  withoot 
the  produftiofts  of  the  eaft,they  were  forced  to  go  "be- 
yond a  fphere  which  was,  perhaps,  too  confined  for  a 
fituarion  liketheirs  ;  and  refolved  to  feek  their  riches  at 
fhe  fotmtain-head. 
The  firft     *   It  appeared  to  be  the  beft  plan  to  fit  ont  fliips,  and 
thlTHoU^^  fend  them  to  India :  but  the  Hollanders  wanted  pilots 
landers  to    ^*®  ^^^^  acquainted  with  the  feas,  and  fa6h>fs  who  un- 
India.        detftood  the  commerce  of  Afia.  ^  They  were  a\atmed 
at  the  danger  of  making  long  voyages,  where  the  ene- 
my  was  mailer  of  the  coafts,and  of  having  their  veflels 
intercepted  during  a  palTage  of  fix  thoufand  leagues.    It 
was  judged  more  advifeable  to  attempt  the  difcovery  of 
a  paffiige  to  China  and  Japan  through  the  northern  feas, 
which  would  be  Ihorter  as  well  as  more  whojefome  and 
fecure.    The  Englifh  had  made  the  attempt  in  vain: 
and  the  Hollanders  renewed  it  with  no  better  fuccefs. 

While  they  w6re  Engaged  in  this  eftterprize,  Cor- 
nelius Houtman,  a  merchant  of  that  nation,  a  man  of 
a  penetrating  and  daring  genius,  being  detained  at  Lif- 
bon  for  debt,  gave  the  merchants  at  Amfterdam  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  they  would  procure  his  enlargement 
he  ^vould  comrfiunicate  to  them  many  difcoveries  he  had 
made,  >vhich  might  ttfrn  to  their  advantage.     He  had 

in 
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in  63  informed  himfelf  of  every  particular  relating  to  BOOK 
riiepaflage  to  India,  and  the  manner  of  carrying  on 
trade  in  thofe  parts.  His  propofals  were  accepted,  and 
his  debts  difcharged.  The  information  he  gave  proving 
anfwcrable  to  the  expedations  he  had  raifed,  thofe  who 
had  releafed  him  from  his  confinement,  formed  an  aflfo* 
ciation  under  the  name  of  the  Company  of  diftant 
Countries,  and  gave  him  the  command  of  four  vcfiels 
to  condud.  them  to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  principal  objeft  of  this  voyage  was  to  obferve 
the  coafts,  the  inhabitants,  and  the  trade  of  different 
p\aces,avoiding9  as  much  as  poflible,  the  Portuguefe  fet- 
tlcmcnts.    Houtman  reconnoitred  the  coafts  of  Africa 
and  Brazil ;  made  fome  ftay  at  Madagafcar,  touched  at 
the  Maldives,  and  vifited  the  iflands  of  Sunda :  where 
finding  the  country  abounding  in  pepper^  be  bought  a 
quanrify  of  it,  together  with  fome  others  of  (he  moft 
valuable  fpices.    His  prudence  procured  him  an  alliance 
with  the  principal  fovereign  of  Java;  but  the  Portu- 
guefe, noiwithftanding  they  were  hated,  and  had  no  fet- 
ttement  upon  the  ifland,  created  him  fome  enemies. 
Having  got  the  better  in  fome  ikirmilhes  he  was  una- 
voidably engaged  in,  he  returned  with  his  fmail  fquadron 
to  Holland;  where,  though  he  brought  little  wealth,  he 
raifed  much  expedation.     He  brought  away  fome  ne- 
groes, Chinefe,  and  inhabitanis  of  Malabar,  a  young 
wrire  of  Malacca,  a  Japanefe,  and  Abdul  a  pilot  of  the 
Guzurat,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  and  perfeSly  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  coaft  of  India. 

The  account  given  by  Houtman,  and  the  difcoveries 
made  in  thccourfe  of  the  voyage,  encouraged  the  mer- 
chants of  Amftcrdam  to  form  the  plan  of  a  feitlement 
^f  Java,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  wcnild  throw  the 
trade  of  pepper  into  their  hands,  place  them  near  th«r 
iflands  that  produce  more  valuable  fpices,  and  facilitate 
Vol.  I.  L  th«f 
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]9  9  9  f^  tt)ejr  copnmufitcation  wit|)  Chii:)a  and  Japan,  would  fif 

^__y^^  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  c^ntr^  of  tfjat  Europeaif 

'     "^  PoyfCT,  which  they  had  tjip  m.oft  reafon  to  drejid  in  India. 

Admiral  Van  N^ck,  wjio  wa§  fppt  uppn  this  important 

expedition  with  eight  vf  (T^jsi^  arrived  at  \\)e  iils^n^  o( 

Java,  where  he  found  th^  inhahilant^  pfejudicefi  againi^ 

his  nation.     They  fqught  ap^  RCgPfiated  tjy  turns.    A^t 

<)ul  the  pilot,  the  Chinefe,  and  ahovf^  ^11  the  hatf^d  tjiat 

prevailed  a^^iqft  the  pprtugiiefe,  pr9yeci  of  fervtc^  to 

thePutch.    They  w^ie  perpiitt^d  tq  trade,  ani4^,/m  a 

fhort  time,  fitted  out  flpur  vipffi?!^  lader^  ^ith  fpic^?  and 

fpipe  linens.     Thp  adroiral«  with  the  reft  of  his  9^t| 

failed  to  the  Mpluc^asj  wh^rf  he  learnt  th^t  th^  natives 

of  th^  ^quptry  bad  fbrcfid  (he  Portugi^efe  tq  ^b^ndon 

fome  placQ^ji  and  t^iat  t^iey  only  ^fai^fd  for  %  faypurable 

opportunity  of  ef  peUiflg.  them  from  th^  r^^.     He  efta- 

felilhed  f?4pC\«^  ^^  C^Y^ri^lof  thefi?  ilUnd^,  entered  intp 

treaty  with  fpn(ic  of  thp  foy^r^ignf*  md  returned  to  £u- 

rppe  laden  with  riches. 

\j  is  itpppiTiUe  to  <lefrxi,bf .  |li^  joy  tli^t  pi^va\led  a^ 
bi^  retpfn*.    T^^  fuc^^fs  pi  bif  vpys^e  raifcd  a  feefli 
enf^u.Ution.    Spfieti?^  w^re  fof pifid  ia  moft  of  tbe  raa- 
U\}0\t  ^Tf^  trading  tQvicn^  m  tb^  Lo^  Qpuntries.   Thefe 
alTociatipQs  fpqn  becfinA!^  fin  Qiitneroi^  that  (hey  injured 
each  other  :  as  the  rage  pf  pu.rckafing  raifed  the  value 
of  commodiUf s  to  a|i  .^xorbitAQt  degree  in  India^^  and 
the  nf  ce.i^ty  of  f^Hing  tbem  njuade  them  bear  a  low 
p^ic^  in  ]$urop$;,i    7b^y  wer«  oo  the  point  pf  being 
ruined  by  their  own  efforia,  and  by.  the  wanted  power 
in  ^a<l^  pf  thenx  ta  r^fijl  a.  fiacmidabte  enemy,  feiHjr  bent 
upoij  th^ir  d€ftruQioi\ :  v^ben  the  government,  which 
is  fpfxietigi^^  yi'if^T  than. individuaUi opportunely  ftepped 
in  to  ^bk^ir  ^flift^OC^. 
Eilablifli-    .  ][vf  ]t6o;&  tb?  (tati^s  general  united  thefq  dtferent  fb- 
Lidir/om!  ^^^^^  ^"^e  we  koiy^  ta  which  thejt  gave  the  name  of 
pany*  -  *    ;  .  -         Eaft 
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EiA Indta company.    It  was invefted  wiib  authortiy  to  VO  O  ■ 
make  peace  or  urar  with  tht  caftcm  princes^  toefvA 
feitSf  ebufe  dieir  owi»gafcrnen»  mamtAifi  garrifoos,  and 
t&  Qoninate  officers  for  ibf  coadiid  of  the  poUct>  and 
^tadminiftratiQn  of  juflicc. 

This  company^  which  had  no  parallel  inaBtiqaity» 

and  waathe  pattera  of  aU  fuocaading  foctelics  of  the 

bm  km^fei  out  with  great  advwiagefi.    The  private 

affiKijdioM  which  had  bre«  pretiottfly  foroaed  provied  of 

fervice  to  it  by  their  misfortunes^  and  even  by  their  aaif^ 

Ukes.    The  great  nuAiher  ot  v«fleU  whkh  they  fitted 

oat  had  contributed  to  make  all  the  branches  of  trade 

|tt<featy  MMk^ftood ;  to  ioim  n^ay  officers  and  liBa<- 

tntt ;  and  %a  eaeourage  citizens  of  repme  to  updei take 

<Wfe  fcreign  expedMiens  9  perfoas  oaly  of  no  eftima* 

tiaa  or  fortune  having  been  eypo^  m  the  firA  voyagea. 

Sa  many  miled  affiflaocfa  coakt  not  fail  of  being 

improved  to  adi9a«i^ge»  when  proiiKcuted  with  vigoisr  ^ 

aod^  accofdiD^jA  th«  eew  conppaay  foon  aoqoireda  con- 

Uerable  degree  of  power.    It  waa  a  new  ftate^  ere^d 

«)tVm  the  ftate  itiei4  wbich  enriched!  il*  and  increaled 

Hsftreagth  abroad  i  but  (nigfat>iQ  tin)e>  weaken  the  in* 

hence  <i  th^  democxatical  pfiacipfo,  which  tnfpireathe 

lotK^oi  eqoality  and  parfimonyi  of  the  hvn»  and  of  one's 

fitwB  comtf ynieai  . 

SooK  after  irta  eilabliihaieiit^  |he  company  fitted  out 

fv"  &dta  fourteen  fliips  and  fame  yachts»  under  the  cpm^ 

msnd  of  Admiral  Warwick*  wbqm  the  HoUandet s  look 

upoa  at  the  founder  of  iheir  conmierciiy  and  of  their 

pofverfel  coLoKHCs  in  the  caft.    He  buili  a  f^tOsoty  in  the 

ifland  eS  JaTa^  and  fecured  it  by  ferti&cationa ;  he  like^ 

wife  btitlt  another  in  the  territories  of  the  king  of  Jo** 

hor  ;  and  formed  aUiances  with  feverat  princea  in  Ben^ 

1^1.     He  had  frei^psaiil  enga^Bmenta  with  the  Portu- 

gude>  in  which  holuktab^oft  alwoya  t^  advaniagek  In 

L  2  thofe 
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BOOK  thofe  parts  where  the  Portuguefe  had  appeared  in  the 
Jr*^^  charaSer  of  merchants  only,  he  found  it  neceflary  to 
remove  the  prejudices  they  had  ratfed  againft  his  coun- 
trymen,  whom  they  had  reprefented  as  a  fet  of  bandittiy 
avowed  enemies  to  all  regal  authority,  and  addided  to 
all  manner  of  vices.     The  behaviour  of  the  Hollanders 
and  the  Portuguefe  foon  convinced  the  people  of  Afia 
which  of  thefe  nations  had  the  advantage  in  point  of 
manners.    A   bloody  war.  foon  enfued  between  thefe 
two  powers. 
Wart  of         The  Portuguefe  had  on  their  fide  the  advantage  of 
i^^dJ**'*     a  thorough  knowledge  of  thefe  feas  ;  they  were  accuf- 
and  Portu-  tomed  to  the  climate,  and  had  the  afliftance  of  feveral 
guefe.         nations,  which,  though  they  hated  them^^  were  compell- 
ed through  fear  to  fight  for  their  oppreflbrs.    The  Hol- 
landers were  animated  by  the  critical  fituation  of  their 
affairs ;  by  the  hopes  of  procuring  an  abfolute  and  lad- 
ing independency,  which  at  prefent  they  could  not  bosiH 
of;  by  the  ambition  of  efiablifhing  a  vail  commerce 
upon  the  ruins  of  that  of  their  old  maders  ;  and  by  the 
hatred  which  a  difference  in  religious  opinions  had  ren- 
dered implacable.     Thefe   paflions,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  infpired  all  the  activity,  ftrength,  and  perfeve- 
rance  neceflary  for  the  execution  of  great  defi^ns,  did 
not  hinder  them  from  taking  their  meafures  with  pre- 
caution.    Their  humanity  aiid  honefty  attached  the 
people  to  their  caufe;  and  many  of  them  foon  declared 
againft  their  ancient  oppreflbrs. 

The  Hollanders  were  continually  fending  over  freih 
colonifls,  (hips  and  troops>  while  the  Portuguefe  were 
left  without  any  forces  biit  their  own.  Spain  did  not 
(end  them  any  fleets  of  nfierchant  men,  or  grant  them 
the  protedion  of  the  fquadron  which  had  hitherto  been 
kept  in  India;  fh«  neither  repaired  their  places  of 
ftrengtb»  or  renewed  their  garrifona*    It  fliould  feem 

that 
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(hat  (he  wanted  to  humbte  her  new  fubjeds  whom  ihe  BOOK 
thought  not  fo  fubmifiive  as  might  be  wifliedf  tod  to 
perpetuate  her  authority  bj  ezpofing  them  to  repeated 
iofles.  She  proceeded  Aill  further  ;  and  to  prevent  the 
Portuguefe  from  deriving  any  fuccours  from  home^ 
felzed  upon  the  inhabitants  and  fent  them  to  Italy» 
Flanders,  and  other  countries  where  {he  was  at  war. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  fcale  continued  even 
for  a  Jong  lime,  and  the  fuccefs  was  various  on  both 
6des,  Nor  is  this  at  all  furprizing.  The  Portuguefe, 
on  their  arrival  in  India,  had  nothing  to  encounter  atfea 
but  a  few  weak  veflfeis,  ill  built,  ill  armed  and  ill  de- 
fended; nothing  by  land  but  efieminate  men,  volup- 
tuous princes  and  daftardly  flaves  :  whereas  thofe  who 
came  to  wreft  the  fceptre  of  Afia  out  of  their  hands, 
had  veflels  to  board  of  the  fame  condruQion  as  their 
^wn ;  regular  fortrtfies  to  aflault,  and  to  conquer  and 
fubdue  Europeans,  grown  haughty  by  a  long  feries  of 
vifiorieSy  and  by  being  the  founders  of  an  immenfe  em- 

The  time  was  now  come,  when  the  Portugiiefe  were 

toeipate  their  perfidy,  their  robberies  and  their  cruel* 

ties:  and  the  prediftion  of  one  of  the  kings  of  Perfia 

was  fulfilled,  who  a&ing  an  ambafladpr  jufl  arrived  at 

Goa,  how  many  governors  his  mafler  had  beheaded 

fince  th0  cftabilihment  of  his  power  in  Indian  received 

foraofwer,  Nom  at  all.    So  much  the  worfti  vtpWeAiYit  • 

monarch,  bis  authority  cannot  be  of  long  duration  in  a 

country  ivbere  fo  many  aBs  of  outrage  and  barbarity  are 

cmmitfed. 

It  does  not,  however,  appear,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
Tvar,  that  the  Hollanders  pof&fTed  that  daring  raihnefs, 
that  unlhflken  intrepidity,  which  had  marked  the  cnter- 
prixes  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but  there  was  a  confiftency 
and  unremitting  pcrfcvcrancc  obfcrvable  m  all  tbeir  de-^ 

L  3  figns. 
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BOOK  ligni.  Ofmn  nfn\kd^  tat  ttiv^t  (iifci>Qra|^d»  ifi%y  rie- 
^^*  .  neiirtd  thttr  tttem^ti  with  ht(h  vif;our  mid  6n  it  bet%^ 
pUit.  Thejr  ntvtr  ezpoM  themfdve^  to  the  fkri^^i* 
of  II  totml  defe^.  V,  «n  My  ^ng«gtment>  iH^k  QfAp^ 
htsA  fvffemd)  they  Aeered  niff ;  9itid  as  they  w^er  loft  fight 
of  thtir  CDmmercial  inferefts^  the  VAnquifhed  fleet »\thi1e 
it  was  nrpttiriiig  on  the  cmUs  beloiiging  ^  fome  of  the 
Inditii  princes^  pukxrhafed  itiei>chratidffe,  and  i^ttttned  to 
HdUatid.  By  this  method  the  company  acquired  a  i«e# 
fiiwd  which  eimbled  them  to  Undertake  fre(h  enterprises. 
If  the  HoHanders  did  not  atw^iy^  perform  great  aAfoh$> 
th«)r  never  attempted  ufdvft  ones.  They  had  nleither 
the  pride  nor  the  vain  gbry  of  the  Portuguefe^  whd  had 
frequently  engaged  in  war  father  perhips  thmugh  the 
lovt  of  fmniiB  than  of  pbwen  The  HoUanden  fl<esdi1y  ' 
purAed  their  firft  piafi  without  fuffeiisig  tbemfeives  t» 
be  diverted  from  it  either  hy  motifes  of  reveftge^  Mr 
proyods  of  cotique ft. 

In  the  year  1 607 >  they  endeavoured  ^0  open  «  com- 
munication with  the  ports  belonging  to  the  vaft  empitt 
<rf  China^  which»  at  that  titne,  was  tftutiotys  irf admitting 
flrangefB.  The  Portsgaefe  ibund  inenns,  by  bnfbery, 
mid  the  intrigues  «f  thew  mtflionaneiH  %o  ]get  ihne  H^- 
Umiffn  excludeti.  They  reCol^nsd  to  extort  l>y  forte 
whit  they,  eottld  not  obtain  by  tntreaty)  and  dettttniivied 
tb  rntereept  the  ^reflets  belonging  to  the  Chinefe.  This 
piratical  prooeednig  did  not  anfwer  4heir  exp66tat«0fis. 
A  Pbrtiig«efe  fleet  failed  from  MaKrao*  to  attack  the  pi- 
l«tes  who  thcAsgfat  pitipcr  to  ifetire.  The  Jfieqtiafny  «f 
their  numbers,  the  impoflibility  of  refitting  ih  feos 
where  thiey  had  nofbeiteri  ami  thefiefar  bf  totnhittting 
tbechkra&cr  of  their  imtibh  in  the  leyiesbf  'Hgrtklt^fn* 
pirn  wbdfe  good  ot>iHioh  it  wis  tivdr  int^ibft  to  ptt* 
krwt ;  ail  thefe  toofidisratidnf  lieieriiiiDeti  tb^m  tt>  ^t^ 
cliBcibtMncovai^':  ib*i  th«sw»Jdid;firiiilm^t  time* 

Some 


rii  ttiE  EAST  A^fD  ^isrr  inWes.  ^ji 

Some  yc^rs  after  iht  fiblfanders  beiieged  a  J)1acc  dt  *  O  9 1^ 
wiich  they  had  learntd  the  ^Aipof tancc.    The  enter-  ^^  '- 
ptitt  dfd  not  fucccerf ;  bcit  as  they  neve^  lott  any  advan- 
tage that  Could  be  gsrin^  by  tlieir  airnrianfients,  they  fent 
ihix  N^fiich  ihe^  had  inftpToyed  agaihrf  Macao  to  form  a 
totehy  inrhe  Pifcadore-irfes.    Th'ifc  are  rocks  where 
Ho  water  is  ro  b^  lididf  it  dry  feafons,  and  noprovifions 
it  zij  thnfe.     Thcfe  iricOnvchTinces  were  not  counter- 
balanced by  any  folid  advantagesy  becaufe  the  people  6t 
Ac  ntighbourteg  C0tttirieii<  Were  forbidden,  on  the  fe- 
tercft  pertsflties,  to  h6td  any  corrcfpondencc  with  ftran- 
^m  which  tnight  bedangcrotis  fo  near  the  coafts.  The 
Htil(ia[6dersf  had  determified  to    abandon  a   fettleiheh^ 
vKth  th"ey  dcfpii^cd  of  malii'ig  lifeful,  when,  in  the 
*  yciiy  r624,  they  were  in^it^d  to  fix  at  Formofa,  aha 
had  afforatices  gtVen  rhem  thaV  the  Chinefe  merchants 
MrouU  be^  a1iov(r^edf  hill  liberty  to  go  there  and  trade  witli 

{btwf. 

Tnis'rfland,  though  it  lieisf  oppbfile'to  the  proviric^  of  TheHoI- 
Micti,ar  thi  dittahce  of  6hly  thirty  leagues  from  the  fo?m*a  ftt- 
coall,  ^a%  n6t^  l\ibj^&  t^o  the'  dbrtiinibh  of  tlie  Chiiiefe,  tlement  at 
v*ll6fe  genius  does  not  incline  them  to  conqueft,  and  Fo""®^*- 
v/hb,rtiroUgtt  ^n  inliumaii  and  ill-judged  pollcj^,  would 
rathtr'  (uf^t  ^  decrtafe  of  population,  than  traiiiplapt 
theirfuperriiimtirary  fubj'eds  x6  the  neighbouring,  coun- 
tries.   Fot-nibfa' Was  fotitid  to  be  a  Hundred  and  thirty 
orfortT  l^^cs  iri  dirkumferencc.     Its  itihabita'nts,   if 
wemay  judge  from  their  manners  and  their  appeara'ncei 
fecni'dd  tti  be  defcerided  frorn  th^  Tartars  in  the  nioft 
iWrthcrn  part  df  Afia  :  «nA  jirbbably  found  liielr  way 
throu^  trie  cbuntryof  Corei.     They  lived  chiefly  by 
fifhiiig  and' huhtitlg,  atfd  Went' alm'oft  naked! 

The  ridllatidei^i  h^ing,  without'  difficulty  informed 
thcrtifelvfes  of  eVcfy'pattifcular  thaV  prudence  fuggefted, 
thougHt  it  mod  advifeable  to  fix  their  fettlement  on  a 

L  4  fmall 
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^  ^i?  ^  '™*^'  '^^"^  ^^^^  '^^  contiguous  to  the  larger  one.  This 
•^^^  fituation  afforded  them  three  confiderable  advantages  ; 
they  could  eafily  defend  themfelves  if  hatred  or  jealoufy 
fliould  incline  their  neighbours  to  give  them  any  diftur- 
bance  ;  the  two  iflands  afforded  them  an  harbour,  and 
they  could  eafily  carry  on  a  fafe  communication  -with 
China  during  the  Monfoons  ;  which  they  could  rot 
have  done  in  any  other  pofition  they  could  have  pitched 
upon. 

The  new  colony  infenfibly  gained  flrength  without 
tttrafling  any  notice,  'till  it  rofe  at  once  to  a  degree  of 
confequence  that  aftoniflied  all  Afia.     This  unexpefted 
profperity  was  owing  to  the  conqueft  of  China  by  the 
Tartars.     Thus  it  is  that  torrents  enrich  the  vallies  with 
the  ftores  they  carry  down  from  the  defolated  moun- 
tains.    Above  a  hundred  thoufand  Chinefe,  who  refolv- 
ed  not  to  fubmit  to  the  conqueror,  fled  for  refuge  to 
Formofa.     They  carried  with  them  that  aSivity  which 
is  peculiar  to  their  charafter,  the  manner  of  cultivating 
rice  and  fugar,  and  were  the  means  of  drawing  thither 
from  their  own  nation  an  infinite  number  of  veffels.  In 
a  (hort  time  the  ifland  became  the  centre  of  all  the  cor- 
rcfpondence  that  was  carried  on  between  Java,  Siam, 
the  Philippine  iflands,  China,  Japan  and  the  reft  of  thofe 
countries ;  and  in  a  few  years  was  confidered  as  the  firft 
mart  in  India.     The  Hollanders  flattered   themfelves 
with  the  profpeS  of  ftill  greater  advantages  5  but  for- 
tune deceived  their  expeftations. 

A  Chinese,  called  Equam,  of  obfcure  birth,  whofe 
turbulent  difpofiiion  had  made  him  turn  pirate,  had  at, 
tained,  by  the  ftrength  of  his  talents,  to  the  rank  of 
high-admiral.  He  defended  his  country  againft  the 
Tartars  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  feeing  his  mafter 
obliged  to  fubmit,  he  endeavoured  to  make  terms  for 

bimfelf 
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himfelf  with  the  conquerors.    He  was  decoyed  to  Pekin  BOOK 

where  he  was  feis^d,  and  condemned  by  the  ufurper  to 

perpetual  imprironment,  in  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 

died  of  poifon.     Coxinga  faved  himfelf  00  board  his  fa* 

ther's  flcety  vowed  eternal  enmity  to  the  oppreflbrs  of 

his  family  and  country^  and  concluded  he  (hould  be  able 

to  take  the  fevereft  revenge  upon  them»  if  be  made 

himfelf  mailer  of  Formofa.    He  made  a  defcent  upon 

it,  and  the  minifier  Hambroeck  was  taken  prifoner  in 

the  attempt. 

Being  appointed  with  fome  other  prifoners  to  be 
fern  to  the  fort  of  Zealand,  to  prevail  with  his  country- 
men to  capitulate,  this  republican  called  to  mind  the  ex- 
ample of  Regulus  ;  he  exhorted  them  to  be  firm,  and 
ufed  every  argument  to  perfuade  th^m   that  if  they 
ftrenuouily  per  fevered,  they  would  oblige  the  enemy  to 
retire.    The  garrifon  being  aware  that  this  generous 
man  would,  on  his  return  to  the  camp,  fall  a  facrifice 
'0  his  magnanimity,  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts  to  detain 
fcim.    Their  renaonftrances  were  feconded  by  the  ten- 
dered folicitations  of  two  of  his  daughters,  who  were 
in  the  citadel.  .  His  anfwer  was,  /  have  pledged  my  bo^ 
«9«r  u  rtturn  to  my  confinement :  I  bold  myfelj  obliged  to 
f^jnm  my  promife.     My  memory  Jbail  never  be  fuWed 
w/Vi  tbt  reproacbt  tbat  out  of  regard  to  my  ovjn/afety  I 
Wat  the  caufe  offeverer  treatment,  or  perbaps  of  deatbf 
lo  the  companions  of  my  misfortune.     After  this  heroic 
^^e\i  he  calmly  returned  to  the  Chinefe  camp,  and  the 
fiege  began. 

Notwithstanding  the  fortifications  were  in  a 
bad  condition,  and  the  fori  ill  ftored  with  ammunition 
and  provifions  ;  not  with  (landing  the  garrifon  was  weak, 
and  the  fuccours  fent  to  attack  the  enemy  had  retreated 
with  difgrace,  Coyet  the  governor  made  an  obftinate 
defence.     In  the  beginning  of  the  year   1662,  being 

forced 
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B*  O  0 1^  {6TttA  it  tftpxtaUtti  ht  ttpttt^i  tdr  Bitivh,  wherd  Itis 
J^^  ^  ftip^f idr^  had  rccouf ft  ta  tfcoft  itii^iuitoos  ftatc-ihtrJgtfis 
'^'^^''"^^"^  whieh  ar^  freqwirtly  praftifed  rtr  all  govcftrtneiir^. 
They  cuft  i^dfeftions'  updri  his  cdfirfffft,  to  prei^ctit  itiy 
ftifpkkm  that  th*  \6fs  of  fo  impoftiitt  a:  fcttlerrienf  ^is 
otfring  t6  thctf  tmn  Mfy,  dr  riegligtoc*.  The  attempts 
Tttnit  to  rcttovcf  it,  ^rovecf  unfiicccfsfdl ;  and  the  Hof- 
limd^fs  ^ere  itt  larft  rcdaced  to  rh6  h^c^ffi^y  of  carrying 
dfi  a  trade  with  Canfou  dri  i*efethdCbttd!tioiis,artfdtirt- 
der  the  fame  reftri6lions  as  other  nations. 

Ir  ntiy  appdar  ftrtttewhat  fii^giHar,  that  fince  the  y^ar 
T683  when  Formofa  fell  uiiid^r  the  dbiAfnion  of  Chirfm, 
m  Europcitfs  have  ev^r  ^ttenipt^  to  fdriW  any  fettle- 
ment  there,  i^n  flt^  fonW  edndition^  att  leaft,  as  that 
of  the  Pcyrtugirtfe  it  Matao.    Bbt  hefides  that  th^  ftrf- 
jficious  temper  ^f  the  Mfxotito  Whorti  that  ifland  Be- 
longs, gites  no  room-  to  ^tpe&  ftlcfr  af  pifc^e  of  complai- 
fanct  ffotti  theifti^  one  may  venture  to  pronounce  that 
fuch  ati  eifferprife  ^oulrft^ra  had  otife.     FonttofaVas 
a  place  of  importartce  oriy  (6  Id^jg  as'  tflW  Jap^antfe  had 
a-coihrtiui^icatidtt  ^'\th  ity  arid^ifrfprt)«fc^e  wisfafllowed 
a  free  importation  irtto  J^^nl 

Tnt  Hollanxlers  feemVd'td^  hef6Ve^r»ekcriidc*frcmi- 

Ais  empife.     After*  fortt^  nnfuccefsM  iti'erfiptsy  fhtf 

Bega^  to^defpaif  of  geteirtg  a'rty  fObtirig^  Aere  ;  ^*h^ff 

mt  of  their  erfptairrs,^virh6  was  fhYoWri  lipdn  the  co^ftif 

of  Jap^rt  by  a  (totm  i^  i6b0V  irifwiWe*  them  thaTf  thtf 

people  wdre  faVonrably  dirj^offtfd  tbvf^rdb  therti-. 

T   dc  of        About  a  century  before  this,  the  government  6^J^*» 

thcHol.     pari  Ka«  heett  cfis^rtgedV    A-mUgrtJifhtA^us  pfeoptc^  liad 

landers  to    o^ett' ihade  fuVidUs  bY  a^tytaHtV    TayWfarhai  vrho  frdft* 

^'^^""        »  foldier  beearte  i  geheiiall^aftafWinV  ai  general  an  ehi- 

ptrbr,  h^^inftirt^thd^^'<^^'P^^^  ^"^  abollflied  alt 

thf^  rights  df  the  ifec^ta    Bavirtg  ftripped  the  Diiro  of 
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rhelfttie  refttnifis  cf  his  attthorfty^  tit  Ittd  redaced  til  the  B  O  O  IC 
pfettyprinc^iof  thfe  country  Under  hi^  (bbjeaion^  Ty-  *'* 
rtnny  is  iHrttved  it  its  height  whtn  it  tfttMiftesderpotifbl 
by  la\r.  Taycofefw  wcttt  IKli  further,  and  ftmigth- 
rt*d  It  by  fai^g^wiary  hw$.  ffis  ciiri!  legiflation  was 
aauttly  a  ccHte  of  orittiirtal  prtrfecutions,  exhibiting  no- 
thing byt  fcaffdid$>  ^^uni&Wents,  crimintb,  and  cxecu- 

tftHKTS. 

Th£  Japanefifs  ftte-med  at  this  pfofpca  of  flavery^ 

W  recourfe  to  anm.    Tormnts  of  bloed  were  flicd 

Arooghoot  the  empine  i  and  though  liberty  might  be 

fi^pafed  to  befuperiortn  courage  td  tyranny^  the  latter 

triumphed  over  it.  Tyranny  became  ftlH  more  ferodous, 

vhea  animated  by  the  fpiritof  revenge.  An  inqnintionl 

public  as  well  ds  privite,  difitiayed  the  citizens ;  they 

becatne  fpiies,  infortnerry  tccnrersi  and  enemies  tt>  each 

other.    A«  eti^rin  thie  adflfvintftration  bf  the  police  was 

cooftrued  int<i  a  crime  againft  tbeftate ;  and  antinguard* 

ed  iBKpreflion  iww  made  Wg^-treafon.    Perfecntion  af- 

famed  cte  charAfter  of  legifl^rtort.    Three  fucceffivt 

pimations  wel^  doomed  to  ^t^lttr  in  Iheir  own  blood ; 

airiitfcel  parents  ^tt  tile  to  a  profcribed  poflerity, 

DuRiNC  a  whdt  century,  Japan  refembied  a  dun*. 
teon  filled  with  criminais^  or  a    place  of  ekecution. 
The  thfoney  which  was  ptanted  upon  the  l-uins  of  th^ 
sLltBTf  !*as  furraunded  with  gibbet).    The  fnbjeds  w^re 
bcoDoie  fts  chtel  as  their  tyrant.    They  A>ught>  with  k 
fiilinge  «vtdiiy>  to  proeore  death,  by  tsommitting  crimes 
wUdk  w«re  n^fcdily  fuggeftcd  ntider  a  defpotic  govern- 
ment*   For  want  df  ^ttetuttoh^rs,  thfey  puniflied  th«m- 
fe)vts^«he  Itlft  of  liberty,  or  revenged  tftemfdv^  of 
tyranny  by  putting  art  «nd  to  theil-  own  exilknc^.     To 
eaiMe  theAi  to  face  de«itb|  iind  ^  affift  thein  ih  rnfi^r. 
ih%  it,  t4^ey  iiel-tv^dnew  cour aglij  fhwt>chrilHatti^y,whicH 
line  Portuguefe  had  introduced  amongft  them. 

The 
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The  oppreiEons  the  Japanefe  laboured  under  aflbrd- 
ed  an  opportunity  for  the  profeflbrsof  this  new  worihip 
to  make  numerous  profelytes.  The  mif&onaries  who 
preached  a  fufTering  religion^  were  iiftened  to  with  at* 
tention.  In  vain  did  the  dodrine  of  Confucious  try  to 
gain  reception  among  a  people  who  bordered  upon  Chi- 
na. Some  erroneous  tenets  of  chrifiianity,  which  bore 
a  confiderable  affinity  to  thofe  of  the  Budzoids,  and  the 
penances,  equally  enjoined  by  the  two  fyftems,  procured 
the  Portuguefe  miflionaries  feveral  profelytes.  But  fet- 
tlng  aiide  this  refemblaoce,  the  Japanefe  would  have 
chofen  to  embrace  chriftianity  merely  from  a  motive  of 
hatred  to  the  prince. 

If  the  new  religion  was  difcountenanced  at  court,  it 
could  not  fail  to  meet  with  a  favourable  reception  in  the 
families  of  the  dethroned  princes.     It  added  fre(h  fuel  to 
their  refentment :  they  were  fond  of  a  ftrange  God 
whom  the  tyrant  did  not  love.     Taycofama  ruled  with. 
a  rod  of  iron,  and  perfecuted  the  chriftians  as  enemies 
to  the  date.    He  profcribed  the  dodrines  imported 
from  Europe,  and  this  profcription  made  them  ftrikc 
the  deeper  root.    Piles  were  kindled,  and  millions  of 
vidims  threw  themfelves  into  the  flames.    The  emper- 
ors of  Japan  tranfcended  thofe  of  Rome  in  the  art  of 
pcrfecuting  the  chriftians.    During  the  fpace  of  forty 
years  the  fcaffolds  were  ftained  with  the  innocent  blood 
oif  martyrs.     This  proved  the  feed  of  chriftianity,  and 
of  fedition  alfo.    Near  forty  thoufand  chriftians  in  the 
kingdom  or  province  of  Darima  took  up  arms  in  the 
name,  and  for  the  name,  of  Chrift ;  and  defended  them-^ 
felves  with  fuch  fury,  that^not  a  fingle  ptrfon  furvived 
the  flaughter  occafioned  by  perfecution. 

The  navigation,  trade,  and  fadories  of  the  Portu- 
guefe were  preferved  during  this  great  crifis.    The 

COIilt 
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court  and  the  people  had,  however,  for  a  long  time,  BOOK 
been  jealous  of  them  ;  they  had  incurred  the  fufpicion 
of  government  by  their  ambition^  their  intrigues,  and 
perhaps  by  rfaeir  fecret  confpiracies  :  and  had  rendered 
themfdves  odious  to  the  people  by  their  avarice,  their 
pride,  and  their  treachery.  But  as  the  merchandife  they 
brought  was  grown  into  fafliion,  and  could  not  be  pro* 
cured  by  any  other  channel,  they  were  not  excluded 
from  Japan  till  the  end  of  the  year  1638  ;  when  other 
merchants  were  in  a  fituation  to  fupply  their  place. 

Th£  Hollanders,  who  had,  for  fome  time,  entered 

into  competition  with  them,  were  not  involved  in  the 

difgrace.    As  thefe  republicans  had  never  {hewn  them- 

tcWes  ambitious  of  interfering  with  the  government  ; 

as  they  had  fuffered  their  artillery  to  be  employed  againft 

the  chriiJians ;  as  they  were  at  war  with  the  profcribed 

Dztion;  as  their  ftrength  was  not  thoroughly  known, 

>nd  they  appeared  to  be  referved,  pliant,  modeft,  and 

intirely  devoted  to  commerce ;    they  were  tolerated, 

though  at  the  fame  time  they  were  fubjefied  to  great 

fcftraints.     Three  years  after,  whether  it  was  that  the 

fpiritof  intrigue  and  dominion  fetzed  them,  or,  which 

is  more  probable,  that  no  condud  whatever  could  pre* 

vent  the  Japanefe  from  harbouring  fufpicions,  they  were 

deprived  of  the  liberty  and  the  privileges  they  enjoyed. 

EvjER.fince  the  year  1641,  they  have  been  confined 
to  the  artificial  ifland  of  Difnia,  raifed  in  the  harbour  of 
Nangafaque,  and  which  has  a  communication  with  the 
the  city  bridge.  As  foon  as  they  arrive,  their  (hips 
are  ftripped,  and  their  powder,  mufkets,  fwords,  guns, 
and  even  rudder,  carried  aihore.  In  this  kind  of  im- 
prifonment  they  are  treated  with  a  degree  of  contempt 
which  is  beyond  conception  ;  and  can  tranfaS  no  bufi* 
nefs  but  with  commiflaries  appointed  to  regulate  the 

price 
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9  P  O  ^  price  and*  the  quamit;  of  their  mercbapd^ft.  It  is  hq. 
poAbtci  that  the  tamenefa  with  which  they  hs^ve  en^vr^d 
this  treatmenit  cnore  thaa  ^  c^^^ury,  ()>wl4  a^  have 
k0eoed  them  in  the  e]^e$  of  tb^  n^tiom  ^h^i^  is  witQirf's 
of  it  I  an4  that  the  love  of  giiii  il^Quld  h#ve  p(9id««(Qd 
fuch  an  extreme  ^nfetifihility  t^  ifiCuks»  without  t%rnifli- 
ing  their  charader. 

Ths  chief  commodities  vfhich  the  Du|cb  carry  lo 
Japau  are  Emopeaa  clotb^  filk%,  fpicf  ^^  pciatoc)  Uneas^ 
fugari  and  dytr'$  wood,  Tbefa  articles,  u^eie  forfpetly 
of  confiderable  imporiance^  lo  the  yerj  year  f>f  the 
company's  difgrace^  iu  returna  amopated  tofiataoti  mil- 
lion^: (70Q,ooqiO  bot  the  &acKleH  Mfhieh  from  tme 
tp  time  have  been  iin^pofed  upqn  it,,  h^ve  gradM^lj^  re- 
duced their  once  flourifliiiig  trade  to  f^^hing«  Tbe 
cargo  pf  the  two  vefSpls  tbey  (m^  aI^ua^yi  ean&ol  be 
fold  for  more  tha9  a  million.  (-^3i75o(.)  They  fe«;eaiie 
in  paymeojt  eleven  tbou(aod  cheAs  of  cof^«r»  ar  forty- 
one  livres  fqur  fola  {iL  ify^  od.  i)  ffi^  cheft»  which 
iveigh^  one  hundred  ^nd  twenty  pojavdsu  Their  ev 
f)«ncefi«  iocMiog  preC^nU  and  ttve  charp  of  tbf^  eivbaf- 
ff  they  fend,  every  year  tq  the  imparor>  g^nf^^y  a« 
moiint  to  tviro  hundred  and  eighty  ^hQt^f^d»  Hvres^ 
{iZ,^%oL]  and  their  presets  do  P(KW<^  three  hvadied 
and  ten  thouiand  \  (^^ttt  131^^7^)  fc^  ^h^t  if  the  com- 
pany gains  fort)  thmifand  Livr^^t  (i>339l^>  it  ia  i^kon- 
^d  a  good  year, 

TkHV.  trade  of  the  Cbioefe,,  ufbo^filfifp^  th^  Hoilka^- 
ersn  are  the  only  foreigners  admii^ed  miq  ih^  f  9)||i^f 
is  not  ni^e  ejuamtivo  than  theirs,  an4  fMVieSte4  |o  the 
iame  reilridioa^  Ever  fwcq  the  yeaf  %6^8  t)\ey  ^^ 
confined  during  the  cpntif^nanco  q{  kM  f^le  ^f  th^ 
good^  without  the  wj^U  of  Nangafi^qu^  v^  «  \fivA  of 
prifon,.  which  is.  div^dl^  ii\m  (aY^al  hiutfe.  ^irf^Minded 

With 
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with  a  paUfudey  and  defend^  by  $  good  diich»  and  a  B  O  O  K 
guild  pjac^  at  all  the  gatei •  Thafe  precautions  have  ^_Jf^*. 
bieen  tai^en  ia  conftquencf  of  a  difcovery  that  feinc 
^Qrkh  in  favour  of  cbri(lianity»  had  baeo  fold  togtthcr 
yf'xxYi  fomc  boolLs  of  pbilofophy  and  morality.  The 
European  miflionaries  had  ordered  fome  people  of  Ca- 
non to  circulate  them»  and  the  delire  of  gain  betrajped 
them  into  a  piece  of  chicaneryt  which  has  coft  them 
very  dear. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe»  that  thofe  who  have  changed 
the  ancient  goverufnent  of  the  country  into  the  mod  ar- 
bitrary tyranny  upon  earth,  would  look  upon  all  inter- 
couffe  wiib  ftrangf r9  as  dangerous  to  their  authority. 
Ther«  19  the  more  reafon  for  thia  conjedure,  as  thd  in- 
habitants are  all  fqrbiddeUf  on  pain  of  deaths  to  go  out 
of  tkeir  CQUOU y.  This  rigoroi^  adiA  is  become  the 
fundamental  maxim,  of  the  empire. 

Thus  the  inhuman  policy  of  the  ftate  has  deprived 
it  of  the  only  means  pf  acquiring  a  milder  temper,  by 
foftening  the  national  charafiker.    The  Japanefe,  fiery 
ai  hiscKmate,  and  reftlefs  aa  the  ocean  that  furrounds 
him,  required  that  the  utmoft  fcope  (hould  be  given  to 
his  a&ivity,  which  could  oi^y  be  done  by  encouraging 
a  hn(k  trade.     To  prevent  the  neceAty  of  reftraining 
bim  b;  punifliments,  it  was  necaflary  to  keep  htm  in 
ezefcife  by  cooftant  labour ;  and  to  allow  his  vivacity 
an  uninterrupted  career  abroad,  when  it  was  in  danger 
of  kindling  theflanne  of  fedition  at  home.  That  ener- 
gy of  mind  which  has  degenerated  into  fanaticiftn, 
would  have  been  improved  into  induflry ;  contempia- 
lion  vfould  have  changed  into  aAjlon ;  and  the  fear  of 
{HinUhment  into  the  love  of  pteaRire.     Inflead  of  lead- 
•iflg  a.  detefled  life,  fettered,  abufed,  and  maddened  by 
a  conilant  ftruggle  with  the  fevere  reftraints  of  hw, 

the 
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BOOK  the  Japanefe  would  have  been  led  by  ciiriofity  to  tra- 
verfe  the  ocean,  and  viiit  foreign  nations.  By  a  fre- 
quent change  of  place  and  climate  he  would  infenfibly 
have  changed  his  manners,  opinions,  and  character  ; 
and  this  change  would  have  been  as  happy  for  him  as  it 
is  for  the  generality  of  people.  What  he  may  chance 
to  lofe  by  this  intercourfe  as  a  citizen^  he  uill  gain  as  a 
man  :  but  the  Japanefe  are  become  tygers  through  the 
cruelty  of  their  tyrants. 

Whatever  may  be  faid  in  praife  of  the  Spartans, 
the  Egyptians,  and  other  diftind  nations,  who  have 
owed  their  fuperiorftrength,  grandeur,  and  permanenq 
to  the  date  of  feparation  in  which  they  kept  themfelves ; 
human  kind  has  received  no  benefit  from  thefe  lingular 
inilitutions.     On  the  contrary,  the  fpirit  of  intercourfe 
is  ufeful  to  all  nations,  as  it  promotes  a  mutual  commu- 
nication of  their   produdions  and  knowledge.      In  a 
word,  if  it  were  ufelefs  or  pernicious  to  fome  particular 
people,  it  was  neceflfary  for  the  Japanefe.  By  commerce 
they  would  have  become  enlightened  in  China,  civilized 
in  India,  and  cured  of  all  their  prejudices  among  the 
Europeans* 
The  Mo-        The  Dutch  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  refour- 
luccasfub-  ces  which  indemnified  them  for  the  lofs  they  had  fuf- 
Dutch.        tained  at  Japan.    They  had  iK>t  yet  entertained  in.  com- 
merce with  thefe,  the  mod  remarkable  iflauds  in  the 
torrid  2k>ne,  when  they  attempted  to  fecure  to  them, 
felves  that  of  the  Moluccas.    The  Portuguefe,  who  had 
long  been  in  pofleflion  of  them,  were  obliged  to  (hare 
their  advantages  with  their  mafters  the  Spaniards ;  and, 
at  length,  to  give  up  the  trade  almoft  entirely  to  them. 
The  two  nations*  divided  in  their  interefts«  and  perpe* 
tually  at  war  with  each  other,  becaufe  the  govern* 
ment  had  neither  leifure  nor   art  to  remove  their  mu* 
tual   antipathy,  united    to  oppofe  the  fubjed  of  the 

United 
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United  Provinces.  The  latter^  aflifltd  by  the  natives  BOOK 
of  the  country,  who  had  not  yet  learned  to  fear  or 
bate  them,  by  degrees  gained  the  Aiperioriry.  The 
anciiint  conquerors  were  driven,  our  about  the  year  1627; 
and  their  place  was  fupplied  by  others  equally  avariti- 
ous,  though  lefs  turbulent,  and  better  in(lru6led. 

As  foon  as   the  Dutch  had  eflablifhed  themfelves 
firmly  at  the  Moluccas,  they  endeavoured  to  get  the 
exdufive  trade  of  fpices  into  their  own  hands  :  an  ad- 
vantage, which  the  nation  they  had  ju(l  expelled   was 
ne¥4r  able  to  procure.     They  fkiUully  availed  thcm- 
(elvts  both  of  the  forts  they  had  taken  fword  in  hand, 
atid  thofe  they  had  imprudently  been  fufFered  to  ereQ, 
to  draw  the  kings  of  Ternate  and  Tidor,  who  were 
mafters of  this  Archipelago,  into  their  fcheme.  Thtfe 
princes  found  themfelves  obliged   to  confent,  that  the 
clove  and  nutmeg  trees  ihoald  be  rooted  up  in  the 
iflands  that  were  ftlH  under  their  dominion.     The  firft 
of  thefe  fceptered  flaves,  in  confideration  of  this  great 
facrifice,  received  a  penfion  of  64,500  livres   (about 
2182W);  and  the  other  one  of  about  i2>ooo.  (525/.) 
A  garrifon    of  feven   hundred    men    was    appointed 
to  fecure  the   performance  of  this  treaty  :  and  to  (o 
low  an  ebb  was  the  power  of  thefe  kings  reduced  by 
war,  tyranny,  and  misfortunes,  that  thefe  forces  would 
be  more  than  fufficicnt   to  keep  them  in  this  flatecf 
dependence,  if  it  were  not  neceffary  to  have  an  eye 
upon  the  Philippine  iflands,  whofe  vicinity  conflantly 
occaiions  fome  alarm.     Notwithftandjng  the  inhabi- 
tants are  prohibited  from  carrying  on  any  navigation, 
and  that  no  foreign  nation  is  admitted  anriorg  tliem ; 
the  Dutch  trade  there  is  in  a  languifliing  ftate  ;  as  they 
have'  no  means  of  exchange,  nor  any  ftlver  but  what 
they  carry  over  to  pay  their  troops,  their  commiflioners 
and  penfions.  -  This  government,  d^duQing  the  fmall 
Vol.  I.  M  prufus. 
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BOOK  profits^  cofts  the  company  140,000  livres  (6125/.)  a 

year. 

This  lofs  is  fully  compenfated  at  Amt^oyna,  where 

they  have  engroITed  the  cultivation  of  doves.  The 
tree  that  produces  them  is,  as  to  its  bark,  very  much 
like  the  olive-tree,  and  refembles  the  laurel  in  its 
height  and  the  fliape  of  its  leaves.  It  produces  at  the 
extremity  of  its  numerous  branches,  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  flowers,  which  are  white  at  firft,  then  green>  and 
at  laft  grow  red  and  pretty  hard.  When  they  arrive 
at  this  degree  of  maturity,  they  are,  properly  fpeat 
ing,  cloves.  As  it  dries,  the  clove  aflfumes  a  dark  yel- 
lowifh  cad ;  when  gathered,  it  becomes  of  a  deep 
brown.  No  verdure  is  ever  leen  under  this  plant, 
which  is  doubtlefs  owing  to  its  ezhaufting  all  the  nu- 
tritious juices  of  the  foil  that  produces  it. 

The  feafon  for  gathering  the  cl6ves  is  from  Q&p" 
ber  to  February.  They  fliake  the  boughs  of  the  tree 
forcibly,  or  beat  down  the  cloves  with  long  reeds4 
Large  cloths  are  fpread  to  receive  them,  and  they  are 
afterwards  either  dried  in  thd  fun,  or  in  the  ftndLe  oi 
the  bamboo  cane. 

The  cloves  which  efcape  the  notice  of  thofe  who  ga* 
ther  them,  or  are  purpofely  left  upon  the  tree,  continue 
to  grow  till  they  are  about  an  inch  in  tbicknefs,  and 
thefe  falling  off,  produce  new  plants,  which  do.  not 
bear  in  lefs  than  eight  or  nine  years/  Thefe  cloves, 
which  they  call  mother- cloves,  though  inferior  to  the 
fcommon  fort,  are  not  without  their  value.  The  Dutch 
preferve  them  in  fugar,  and,  in  long  voyages,  eat  theiil 
after  meals  to  promote  digeftion ;  or  make  ufe  of  them 
as  an  agreeable  remedy  for  the  fcurvy.  • 

'  The  clove,  to  be  in  perfeaion,  muft  be  full  fized, 
heavy,  oily  and  eaiily  broken;  of  a  fine  fmell,  and  a 
hot  aromatic  tafte,  fo  as  almoft  to  biicn  the  throat ;  it 
i    '  fliould 
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ftouU  make  the  fingers  fmart  when  handled)  and  leave  BOOK 

an  oil/  moifture  upon  them  when  prefled.    The  princi« 

pzl  ufe  of  i$ Tor  culinary  purpofes.  In  fome  parts  of  Eu* 

rope,  and  in  India  in  particular^  it  is  fo  much  admired 

as  to  be  thought  an  indifpeniable  ingredient  in  almoft  e- 

^ery  diih.    It  is  put  into  their  food,  liquors^,  wines,  and 

enters  likewife  into  the  compofition  of  perfumes.    It 

is  little  ofed  in  medicine ;  but  there  is  an  oil  extrafted 

bom  it  which  is  in  confiderable  repute. 

The  company  have  allotted  the  inhabitants  four 
tli^afand  parcels  of  land,  on  each  of  which  they  were 
at  &ift  allowed,  and  about  the  year  1 720  compelled,  to 
plant  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  trees,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  five  hundred  thoufand.  Each  of  thefe 
parcels  produces  annually^  00  an  average,  upwards  of 
two  poaods  of  cloves :  and  confequently  the  colleSive 
produce  muft  weigh  more  than  a  million. 

The  cultivator  is  paid  with  the  ca(h  that  is  conflantly 
returned  to  the  company,  and  receives  fome  blue  and 
Tinbleached  cottons  which  are  brought  from  Coromandel. 
TVi'iifmall  trade  might,  in  fome  meafure,  be  increafedy 
i(  the  inhabitants  of  Amboyna>  and  the  fmatl  iflands 
that  depend  upon  ity  would  have  attenaed  to  the  culture 
of  pepper  and  indigo,  whkh  has  been  tried  with  fuccefs. 
Miferable  as  thefe  iflanders  are,  as  they  are  not  tempted 
by  an  adequate  reward  for  their  labours,  they  remain  in 
a  ffate  ot  indolence. 

The  admlnidration  is  fomewhat  different  in  the 
iilands  of  Banda,  which  are  thirty  leagues  diftant  from 
Amboyna.  There  are  five  of  thefeiflands,  two  of  which 
are  uncultivated  and  almofl  uninhabited ;  and  the  other 
three  claim  the  diftinSion  of  being  the*bnly  iflands  in 
the  world  that  produce  the  nutmeg. 

The  nutmeg  grows  to  the  fame  height  as  the  pear- 
tr^e.     It  has  a  pithy  wpod,  an  .a(h-coloured  bark,  and 

M  z  flexible 
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BOOK  flexible  branches.  The  leaves  are  produced  In  pairs 
upon  one  (ingle  ftem,  and  when  bruifed,  emit  an  agree- 
able odour.  The  fruit  fucceeds  the  flowers,  which  re- 
femble  thofe  of  the  cherry-tree.  It  is  of  the  fize  of  an 
^gg»  and  of  the  colour  of  an  apricot.  The  outer  rind 
is  very  thick,  and  refembies  that  of  our  nuts  as  they 
hang  upon  the  tree,  opening  in  the  fame  manner  vrhen 
ripe,  and  difcovering  the  nutmeg  covered  with  its  mace. 
It  is  then  time  to  gather  it  to  prevent  the  mace  or  flower 
of  the  nutmeg  from  growing  dry,  and  the  nutmeg  from 
lofing'that  oil  which  preferves  it,  and  in  which  its  ex- 
cellence confifts.  Thofe  that  are  gathered  before  they 
are  perfediy  ripe  are  preferved  in  vinegar  or  fugar  an^ 
are  admired  only  in  Afia. 

It  is  nine  months  before  this  fruit  comes  to  perfec- 
tion. After  it  is  gathered,  the  outer  rind  is  dripped  off, 
and  the  mace  feparated  from  it,  and  laid  in  the  fun  to 
dry.  The  nuts  require  more  preparation.  They  are 
fpread  upon  hurdles,  or  dried  for  fix  weeks  by  a  flow 
fire,  in  (hcds  ereded  for  that  purpofe.  They  are  then 
feparated  from  the  (hell,  and  thrown  into  lime-water, 
which  is  a  necelTary  precaution  to  preferve  them  from 
worms. 

The  nutmeg  differs  in  goodnefs  according  to  the  age 
of  the  tree,  the  foil,  the  expofition,  and  method  of  cul- 
ture. It  is  n)oft  efteemed  with  it  is  fre(h,  moift,  heavy, 
and  when  it  yields  9n  oily,  juice  upon  being  pricked. 
It  helps  digeftion,  expels  wind,  and  flrengthens  the 
bowels. 

If  we  except  this  valuable  fpice,  the  iflandtf  of  Ban* 
da,  like  ail  the  Moluccas,  are  barren  to  a  dreadful  de- 
gree. What  t1iey  produce  in  fuperfluities  they  want 
in  neccnaries.  The  land  will  not  bring  forth  any  kind 
of  corn  :  and  the  pith  of  fago  ferves  the  natives  of  the 
cpuntry  inftead  of  bread. 

As 
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As  tliis  food  is  not  fufficient  for  the  Europeans  who  H  <>  O  K 
kttie  in  the  Moluccas^  they  are  allowed  to  fetch  provi-  ^1 
fons  from  Java,  Macaffar,  or  the  extremely  fertile 
ifland  of  Bali.     The  company  itfelf  carries  fome  com- 
modities to  Banda. 

This  is  the  only  fettlement  in  the  Eaft  Indies  that 
can  be  confidered  as  an  European  colony  ;  becaufe  it  is 
the  only  one  where  the  Europeans  are  proprietors  of 
liDds.    The  company  taking  it  into  their  heads  that 
tbt  inhabitants  of  Banda  were  favage,  cruel,  and  trea- 
cherous, becaufe  they  were  impatient  under  their  yoke, 
refolved  to  exterminate  them*     Their  poffeflions  were 
divided  among  the  white  people,  who  got  (laves  from 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  iflands  to  cultivate  the  lands. 
Thcfe  white  people  are  for  the  moft  part  Creoles  or 
Malecontents,  who  have  quitted  the  fervice  of  the  com- 
pany.   In  the  fmall  ifle  of  Rofinging,  there  are  like- 
wife  feveral  banditti,  whom  the  laws  have  branded  with 
difgrace,    and   young  men  of  abandoned    principles, 
whofe  families  wanted  to  get  rid  of  them :  fo  that  Banda 
is  called  -the  ifland  of  corre^ion.     The  climate  is  fo 
unhealthy,  that    thefe  unhappy  wretches  live  but  a 
fhort  time.     It  is  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  fo  great 
a  number  of  hands,  that  attempts  have  been  made  to 
transfer  the   culture   of   the    nutmeg   to   Amboyna, 
and  (he  company  were  likewife   probably    influenced 
by  two  other  ftrong  motives  of  intereft,  as  their  trade 
could   be  carried  on  with  lefs  expence  and   greater 
fafety.     But  the  experiments  that  have  been  made  have 
proved  unfuccefsfui,  and  matters  remain  in  their  former 
ftate. 

To  fecure  to  themfelves  an  exclufive  title  to  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Moluccas,  which  are,  with  good  reafon,  filled 
the  goldmines  oi  the  company,  the  Dutch  have  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  forming  two  fet^tlements,  one  at 
Timor,  and  the  other  at  Celebes. 

M  3  Thi^ 
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BOOK  The  firft  of  thcfe  iflands  is  fixty  leagues  long,  and 
^,. _^f_*  fifteen  or  eighteen  broad.  It  i$  divided  into  federal  fo- 
TheDutch  YJft^gntieft ;  in  which  there  are  numbers  of  Fortuguefe. 
foim  afct-  Thefe  conquerors,  who  at  their  firft  arrival  in  India^ 
tJement  at  ^^j  advanced  with  bold  and  unconfcionable  ftrides,  and 
had  purfued  a  long  and  dangerous  career  with  a  rapidity 
which  nothing  could  (lop;  who  were  fo  well  accuftom- 
ed  to  ads  of  heroifniy  that  they  performed  the  moft 
arduous  enterprizes  with  eafe ;  thefe  conquerors,  I  (ay, 
when  they  were  attacked  by  the  Dutch,  when  their 
whole  empire,  grown  too  large,  and  tottering  under  its 
own  weight,  was  ready  to  fall,  difplayed  none  of  thcfe 
virtues  which  had  laid  the  foundation  of  their  power. 
When  they  were  difpoflefled  of  a  fort,  driven  out  of  a 
kingdom,  difperfed  in  confequence  of  a  defeat,  they 
fhould  have  fought  an  afylum  among  their  brethren, 
and  ihould  have  rallied  under  ftandards  that  had  hither- 
to been  invincible ;  either  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  enemy,  .or  to  recover  their  fettlements :  but  (o 
far  were  they  from  forming  a  refolution  fo  generous, 
that  they  folicited  feme  employment,  or  fome  penfion, 
from  thcfe  very  Indian  princes  they  had  fo  often  infult- 
ed.  Thofe  who  had  contraded  a  habit  of  eflFeminacy 
.  and  idlenefs  above  the  reft,  retreated  to  Timor,  which, 
being  a  poor  ifland,  where  no  works  of  induftry  were 
carried  on,  would  Ikreen  them  they  thought  from  the 
purfuit  of  an  enemy  intent  upon  ufeful  conquefts.  They 
were,  however,  deceived.  In  the  year  1613  they  were 
driven  from  the  town  of  Kupan  by  the  Dutch,  who 
found  a  fort  there,  which  they  have  ever  fince  garrifoned 
with  ^ff  men.  The  company  fends  fome  coarfe  lin- 
nens  ^^ipfeer  every  year,  and  receives  in  return  wax, 
^tprtoife  ihell,  fanders  wood,  and  cadiang,  a  fmall  fpecies 
of  bean,  commonly  ufed  by  the  Dutch  on  (hipboard, 

by 
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b/  wajr  of  variety  of  food  for  the  crew.  All  thcfe  ob-  B  O  O  K 
jeQ$  employ  one  or  two  floops»  which  are  difpatched 
from  Batavia  :  nothing  is  either  gained  or  loft  by  this 
fettlemeat;  the  profits  juft  anfwer  the  expences.  The 
Dutch  would  have  abandoned  Timor  long  ago»  if  they 
had  not  been  apprehenfive  that  fome  adive  nation 
might  fix  there,  and  avail  themfelves  of  the  opportuni- 
ties tfaat  fituation  would  give  them  to  difturb  the  trade 
of  the  Moluccas.  It  was  the  fame  cautious  principle 
wUch  drew  them  to  Celebes. 

This  ifland,  which  is  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  JJ^J^"*^^ 
leagues  in  diameter,  is  very  habitable^  though  it  lies  in  tbemrelvet 
tbccemre  of  the  torrid  Zone.     The  heats  are  allayed  maftcrt  of 
by  the  copious  rains,  and  cooling  breezes.     The  inha-  ^^**"*"' 
bitantsare  the  braveft  people  in  thefouthof  Ada;  they 
makea  farious  onfet,  but,  after  a  conteft  of  two  hours, 
a  total  want  of  courage  takes  place  of  this  ftrange  im- 
petuofity :  the  intoxicating  fumes  of  opium,  which  are 
doobtleis  the  caufe  of  this  terrible  ferment,  go  off, 
when  their  ftrength  is  ezhaufted  by  tranfports  that  ap- 
proach to  madnefs.    The  criJ,  which  is  their  favourite 
weapon,  is  a  foot  and  a  half  long ;  it  is  fhaped  like  a 
poniard)  and  the  blade  is  ferpentine.     They  never  car- 
ry more  than  one  to  battle  ;  but  in  private  quarrels 
two  are  neceflary :   they  parry  with  that  in   the   left 
hand,  and    attack    the    adverfary    with    the    other. 
T/je  wounds  made  by  this  weapon  are  very  dangerous, 
sind  the  duel  moft  commonly  ends  in  the  death  of  both 
the  combatants. 

The  inhabitants  of  Celebes  are  rendered  aflive,  in- 
duftrious,  and  robuft,.  by  a  rigid  education.  Every 
hour  in  the  day  their  nurfes  rub  them  with  oil,  or  water 
juft  warm.  Tbefe  repeated  unSions  encourage  nature 
to  exert  herifelf  freely.  They  are  weaned  at  a  year  old, 
an  idea  prcvailingy  that  if  they  continued  to  fuck  any 
longer,  it.  would  hurt  their  under  (landings.    When  they 
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BOOK  are  five  or  fix  years  old,  ihe  male  children  of  any  dif- 
'_  .  tin£iion  are  intruded  to  I  he  care  of  fome  relation  or 
friend,  that  their  courage  may  not  be  weakened  by  the 
carefles  of  their  n^others,  and  a  habit  of  reciprocal 
tendernefs.  '^l  hey  do  not  return  to  their  families  till 
they  arrive  at  the  age  of  fifteen  or  fixtcen,  when  the 
law  allows  them  to  marry :  a  liberty  they  feldom 
make  ufe  o%  before  they  are  thoroughly  verfed  in  the 
cxercifeof  arms. 

Formerly  ihefe  people  acknowledged  noothcr  gods 
but  the  fun  and  the  moon.  They  facrificed  to  them  in 
the  public  fquares,  having  no  materials  which  thty 
thought  valuable  enough  to  be  employed  in  raifing  tem- 
ples. According  to  the  creed  of  thefe  i (landers,  the 
fun  and  moon  were  eternal  as  welt  as  the  heavens, 
whofe  empire  they  divided.  Ambition  fet  them  at  va- 
liancCj  The  moon,  flying  from  the  fun,  mifcarricd,- 
and  was  delivered  of  the  earth ;  fhe  was  big  with  fc- 
veral  other  worlds  which  fhe  will  fucceffively  bring 
forlh^  but  without  violence,  in  order  to  repair  the 
lofs  of  thofe  whom  the  fire  of  her  conqucri^r  will  con- 
fume. 

These  abfurdities  were  univerfally  received  at  Ce- 
lebes ;  but  they  had  not  fo  lading  an  influence  over  ei- 
ther the  nobles  or  the  people  as  is  found  in  the  religious 
dofirines  of  other  nations.  About  two  centuries  ago, 
fome  chridians  and  mahometans  having  brought  their 
opinions  hithe4*,  the  principal  king  of  the  country  took 
a  total  didike  to  ti.e  national  worfhip.  Alarmed  at  the 
terrible  cataftrophe,  with  which  he  was  equally  threat- 
ened by  both  the  new  fydems  of  religion,  he  convened 
a  general  aflembly.  On  the  day  appointed  he  afcended  an 
eminence  ;  where  fpreading  out  his  hands  towards  hea- 
ven, and,  in  a  danding  podure,  he  addrelTcd  the  follow- 
ing prayer  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

*'  Great 
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'<  Grzat  God,  I  do  not,  at  this  time,  fall  down  be-  BOOK 
*^  fore  ihee,  becaufe  I  do  not  implore  thy  clemeiKy. 
'^  I  have  nothing  to  a(k  of  thee  which  thou  oughteft 
*^  not  in  juflice  to  grant.     Two  foreign  nations  whofe 
**  worfliip  is  widely  difFerent,  arc  come  to  ftrike  terror 
•*  imo  me,  and  my  fubjeSs,     They  aflurc  me  that 
**  thou  wilt  punifh  me  eternally  if  I  do  not  obey  thy 
**  laws;  I  have  therefore  a  right  to  require  that  thou 
**  wouldeft  make  them  known  to  me.  I  do  not  a(k  thee 
"to reveal  the  impenetrable  myfteries  that  furround 
"  thy  effcnce,  and  which  to  me  are  ufcltfs.     I  am 
**  come  hither  to  inquire,  together  with  my  people* 
"  ^liat  ihofe  duties  are  which  thou  intended  to  pre- 
"  fchbe  to  us.     Speak,  O  my  God ;  fince  thou  art  the 
**  Author  of  nature,  thou  canft  difcern  the  bottom  of 
**  our  hearts,  and  knoweft  that  it  is  impoflible  they 
*'  fliouid  entertain  any  thoughts  of  difobedience.    But 
*'  if  thou  condefcendeft  not  to  make  thy  felf  underftood 
"  by  mortals  ;  if  it  is  unworthy  of  thine  effcnce  to  em- 
**  ploy  the  language  of  man  to  diQate  the  duties  re- 
**  c^uiicd  of  man;  Icall  my  whole  nation,   the   fun 
*'  >^'lVich  enlightens  rne,  the  earth  that  fupports  me, 
**  the  waters  that  encompafs  my  dominions,  and  thy- 
**  fclfto  viitnefs;  that  in  the  fmcerity  of  my  heart  I 
"  ieelw  to  know  thy  will :  and  I  declare  to  thee  this  day, 
"  that  I  (hall  acknowledge,  as  the  depofitaries  of  thy 
'*  oracles,  the  minifters  of  either  religion  whom  thou 
"  (hall  caufe  to  arrive  the  firft  in  our  harbours.     The 
"  winds  and  the  waves  are  the  minifters  of  thy  power  : 
**  let  them  be  the  fignals  of  thy  will.     If,  with  thcfe 
"  honeft  intentions,  1  embrace  an  error,  my  confcience 
*'  will  be  at  cafe;  and  the  blame  will  lie  upon  thee.'* 

The  affembly  broke  up,  determined  to  wait  the  or- 
ders of  heaven,  and  to  follow  the  firft  miflionaries  that 
ftiould  arrive  at  Celebes.    The  apoftles  of  ths  Koran 

were 


I70  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

B  O  O  It  were  the  moft  adive,  and  the  fovereign  and  his  people 
^  ^  were  circunicifed>  and  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland  foon 
followed  their  exaaiple. 
This  unlucky  ctrcumdance  did  not  hinder  thePor- 

m 

tuguefe  from  gainirig  a  footing  at  Celebes*  They  kept 
their  ground  there,  even  after  they  were  driven  out  of 
the  Moluccas*  The  motive  of  their  (lay,  and  the  ar- 
rival of  the  English  at  this  place  was  becaufe  they  could 
eafily  procure  fpices  which  the  natives  of  the  country 
found  means  to  get,  notwithflandtng  the  precautions 
that  were  taken  to  keep  them  at  a  diftance  from  the 
places  where  they  grew. 

The  Dutch,  who  by  this  competition,  were  pre- 
vented from  monopolizing  the  articles  of  cloves 
and  nutmegs,  attempted  in  1660  to  put  a  ftop  to  this 
trade  which  they  called  contraband.  To  favour  this 
deiign,  they  had  recourfe  to  means  repugnant  to  all 
morality,  but  which  an  infatiable  avarice  had  familiariz- 
ed in  Afia*  By  perfevering  in  thefe  cruel  maxims,  they 
fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  drive  out  the  Portuguefe,  keep 
off  the  Englifh,  and  take  poflfeffion  of  the  harbour  and 
fort  of  MacaiTar.  From  that  time  they  were  abfolute 
mafters  of  the  ifland  without  having  conquered  it.  The 
princes  among  whom  it  was  divided,  re-united  in  a 
kind  of  confederacy.  They  hold  aflemblies^  from  time 
to  time,  on  affairs  that  concern  the  general  intereil. 
The  refult  of  their  determinations  becomes  a  law  to 
each  ftate.  When  any  conteft  arifcs,  it  is  decided  by 
the  governor  of  the  Dutch  colony,  who  prefides  at  this 
diet.  He  obferves  thefe  different  fovereigns  with  a 
watchful  eye,  and.  keeps  them  in  perfeft  equality  with 
each  oih^r  to  prevent  any  of  them  from  aggrandizing 
liirrifelf  to  the  prejudice  of  the  company.  They  have 
difarmed  them  all,  under  pretence  of  hindering  them 
from  injuring  each  other  j  but  in  reality  with  a  view  of 
depriving  them  of  the  power  of  breaking  their  chains. 

The 
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The  Chinefe,  who  are  the  only  foreigners  permitted  BOOK 
to  come  to  Celebes,  carry  thither  tobacco,  gold  wire, 
and  unwrought  filks.  The  Dutch  fell  the  opium,  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  gum  lac,  fine  and  coarfe  linens.  They 
have  but  little  gold  from  thence,  but  great  quantities  of 
rice,  wax,  ilaves,  and  tripam,  a  fpecies  of  muihroom, 
which  the  rounder  and  blacker  it  is,  the  more  excellent 
it  is  efteemed.  The  cuftoms  bring  in  80,000  livres 
(SfSooL)  to  the  company  :  but  it  receives  much  larger 
profit  from  its  trade,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  territory 
which  it  holds  in  full  right  of  fovereignty.  Thefe  ad- 
vantages, however,  taken  all  together,  do  not  counter- 
balance  the  expences  of  the  colony,,  which  rife  to 
150,000  livres  (about  6,562/0  more.  It  would  certain- 
ly be  given  up  if  it  was  not  with  good  reafon  looked 
upon  as  the  key  of  the  fpice  iflands. 

The  fettlement  at  Borneo  was  formed  with  a  lefs  in-  ThcDutch 
terefting  view.    It  is  one  of  the  largeft  if  not  aSually  o[>cn  a 
the  largeftifland  hitherto  known.     The  ancient  inhabi-  «<^»?™«n«- 
tantslivein  the  inland  parts,     l^he  coafts  are  peopled  S!^T* 
with  inhabitants  from  Macaflar,  with  Javanefe,  Malay- 
ans, and  Arabs,  who  to  the  vices  that  are  natural  to  thera 
have  added  a  ferocity  hardly  to  be  met  with  elfewhere. 
The  mod  ufeful  produ£tion  of  this  large  country  is  cam- 
phire,  which  is  a  volatile,  fubtile  oil,  or  refinous  fub- 
ftance«     The  tree  from  which  it  is  drawn,  grows  in  fe- 
deral of  the  Afiatic  iflands,  and  it  has  lately  been  diffio- 
vercd  that  this  fingular  fubftance  may  be  obtained  in  a 
greater  or  lefe  quantity  from  all  the  trees  that  are  of  the 
laurel  tribe. 

To  procure  this  camphire,  the  tree  is  cut  into  fmall 
pieces,  like  matches,  which  arc  put  into  a  veffel  ftaped 
like  a  bladder :  they  are  boiled  in  water,  and  the  cam- 
Phire  forms  a  glutinous  mafs  at  the  top.     The  Dutch 

arc 
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B  O  O  K  are  the  only  people  in  Europe  who  poITefs  the  fecret  of 
*•         refining  ii  in  the  grofs. 

THEcamphire  from  Borneo  is  unquefttonably  the  beft 
o^  any.  Its  fuperior  excellence  is  fo  well  known ,  that 
the  Japanefe  give  five  or  fix  quintals  of  their  own  for 
one  pound  of  that  from  Borneo  ;  and  ihe  Chinefc  who 
look  upon  it  as  the  beft  medicine  in  the  worlds  give  us 
nolefsthan  eight  hundred  hvres  (35/)  a. pound  for  it. 
The  Pagans  in  all  the  eaftern  countries  ufe  common 
camphire  in  their  fire-works,  and  the  Mahometan's  put 
it  into  the  mouth  of  the  dead  at  the  time  of  burial 

About  the  year  1526  the  Portuguefe  attempted  to 
(ettle  at  Borneo.  Too  weak  to  make  their  arms  re- 
fpe&ed,  they  tried  to  gain  the  good-will  of  one  of  the 
fovereigns  of  the  country  by  ofFering  him  fome  pieces 
of  tapeftry.  This  weak  prince  took  the  figures  wrought 
in  it  fpr  inchanted  men,  who  would  flrangle  him  in 
the  night-time,  if  he  fuflFered  them  to  come  near  his 
perfon.  The  explanations  they  gave  to  remove  his  ap- 
prehenfions  had  noefFeS;  he  obftinately  refufed  to  let 
the  preTent  be  brought  into  his  palace,  and  prohibited 
the  donor  from  entering  his  capital. 

However^  thcfe  voyagers  afterwards  gained  admif- 
fion ;  but  it  proved  their  misfortune^  for  they  were  all 
mafiacred.  A  faQory  which  the  Englifh  eftabliftied 
fome  years  after  fharedthe  fame  fate.  The  Dutch*  who 
had  met  with  no  better  treatment,  appeared  again>  in 
the  year  1748,  with  a  fquadron,  which,  though  very 
weak,  fo  far  impofed  upon  the  prince,  who  has  the 
.  pepper  entirely  in  his  hands,  that  he  determined  to 
grant  iheni  the  privilege  of  trading  for  it  exclufively: 
with  this  fingle  referve,  that  he  fliould  be  allowed  to 
deliver  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  this  article  to 
the  Chincfe;  who  had  always  frequented  his  ports. 
Since  this  treaty,  the  company  fends  rife,  opium,  fait, 

and 
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and  coarfe  linens  to  Bendermaflfen,  from  whence  they  BOOK 
bring  fomc  diamonds^  and  about  fix  hundred  thoufand 
weight  of  pepper  at  one  and  thirty  li'vres  (i/.  7/.  od.i) 
a  hundred  weight.  The  profits  ariftng  from  the  goods 
they  export  are  fcarce  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  expences 
of  the  colony^  though  they  amount  to  no  more  than 
32,000  livres  (1,400/)  Sumatra  proves  of  greater  ad- 
vantage to  them. 
Though  this  i(land>  before  the  arrival  of  the  Eu-  Settle- 

ropeans  in   the  Indies,  was  divided  into  feveral  kinir-  '?*"I?^^. 
J  •   ■  *     t  r    11        J        T     t     .    ^    the  Dutch 

doms,  Achen  was  the  center  or  all  trade.     Its  harbour  at  Suma* 

was  frequented  by  a!l  the  Afiatic  (latesj  and  afterwards  tra. 
by  the  Portuguefe  and  other  nations,  who  raifed  them- 
fc^ves  upon  their  ruins.  Here  all  the  produQions  of  the 
eaft  were  bartered  for  gold,  pepper,  and  other  articles 
of  merchandife  with  which  this  more  opulent  than 
healthy  climate  abounded.  The  difturbances  which 
threw  this  famous  emporium  into  confufion,  put  a  flop 
toall  induftry,  and  drov;:  the  foreign  merchants  away. 

When  this declenfion  happened,  the  Dutch  formed 
theprojedof  makingfettlementsint  other  parts  of  the 
ifland,  ^which  enjoyed  more  tranquillity.  Thofe  that 
were  allowed  to  fix  in  the  empire  of  fndrapore  are  much 
reducedf  fince  the  EngliOi  edabliflved  themfelves  on  the 
fajn^  coaft.  The  fa£kory  of  lamby  is  of  dill  Jefs  ufe,  as 
the  neighbouring  kings  have  (Iript  the  prince  of  this  dif- 
tria  of  his  pofleffions.  The  company  makes  itfelf 
amends  for  thefe  misfortunes  at  Palinban,  where  for 
fixty  thoufand  livres,  (2,625/.)  it  maintains  a  fart,  a  gar- 
rifon  of  eighty  men,  and  two  or  three  floops,  which 
keep  cruifing  continually.  It  purchafes  annually  tyvo 
niillion  weight  of  pepper,  at  one  and  twenty  livres  (18/. 
4^.i)  a  hundred,  and  a  miHion  and  an  half  of  calin  at 
fifty-feven  livres  ten  fols  (2/.  10/.  3^.  |:)  a  hundred. 
This,  though  it  fpems  lobe  a  moderate  price,  is  of  ad- 
vantage 


174  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE. 

Book  vantage  to  the  king*  who  bays  it  from  his  fubjeds  at  a 
ftill  lower  rate.  Though  he  takes  fome  part  of  the 
provifion  and  clothing  for  his  ftates  from  the  merchants 
at  Bataviay  they  are  obliged  to  fettle  accounts  with  him 
in  piaftres.  The  treafures  he  has  amafled  of  the  f}lver> 
and  of  the  gold  found  in  his  rivers,  are  known  to  be 
immenfe.  A  (ingle  European  veflfel  might  take  poflisf- 
(ion  of  all  thefe  riches;  and,  with  fome  troops  for 
landing,  maintain  a  poft»  which  would  be  won  with- 
out difficulty.  It  feems  very  extraordinary*  that  ava- 
rice fhould  never  have  prompted  any  adventurer  to 
undertake  fo  lucrative  and  eafy  an  enterprife. 

Civilized  nations,  who,  to  make themfelves  mailers 
of  the  univerfe,  have  trampled  upon  all  the  rightSi 
and  fttfled  all  the  didates  of  nature,  will  hardly  fhrink 
at  one  additional  ad  of  injufiice  or  cruelty.     There  is. 
not  a  nation  in  Europe  which  does  not  think  it  has  a 
juft  right  to  feize  the  treafures  of  the   eaft.     Setting 
afide  religion,    which  it  is  no  longer  faOiionable  to 
plead*  (tnce  its  very  minifters  have   brought  it  into 
difrepute*  by  their  unbounded  avarice  and  ambition* 
how  many  pretences  are  dill  remaining  to  juftify  the 
rage  of  invafion?  They  who  live  under  a  monarchy 
are  defirous  of  extending  the  glory  and  empire  of  their 
mafter  beyond  the  feas.     Thefe  happy  people  are  rea* 
dy  to  veniure  their  lives  in  the  extreme  parta  of  the 
globe*  to  increafe  the  number  of  fortunate  fubjeds  who- 
live  under  the  laws  of  the  bcfl  of  princes.    A  free  na* 
fion*  which  is  its  own  mafter,  is  born  to  command  the 
ocean ;  it  cannot  fecure  the  dominion  of  the  fea,  with- 
out feizing  upon  the  land,  which  belongs  to  the  6rft 
poffeflbr;  ihat  is,  to  him  who  is  able  to  drive  out  the 
ancient  inhabitants :  they  are  to  bef  enflaved  by  force 
or  fraud*  and  exterminated  in  order  to  get  their  poilef- 
fions.    Moreover,  the  interefts  of  commerce^  the  na- 
tional 
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tional  debt,  and  the  majefty  of  the  people,  require  it,  BOOK 
Republicans,  who  have  happily  fliaken  off  the  yoke  of  ^  ,^^f' 
foreign  tyranny,  rouft  innipofe  it  on  others  in  their  turn.     "^  ^ "^ 
If  they  have  broken  their  chains,  it  is  to  forge  new 
ones.    They  hate  monarchy,  but  they  are  in  want  of 
flaves.     They  have  no  land  of  their  own:  why  fhould 
they  not  feize  upon  tbofe  of  others? 

The  trade  of  the  Dutch  at  Siam  was  at  firft  very  ^  j    ^ 
confiderable.     A  tyrannic  prince,  who    oppreffed  this  thrDutlrh 
unhappy  country,  havrng,  about  the  year  i66o,  (hewn  *'  Siam. 
a  want  of  refpeS  to  the  company,  it  puniflied  him  by 
abandoning  the  fafiories  it  had  eftabliflied  in  his  domi- 
nions, as  if  it  would  have  been  a  favour  to  have  conti- 
nued them.    Thefe  republicans,  who  afFefled  an  air  of 
grandeur,  chofe  at  that  time  to  have  their  prefence 
looked  upon  as  a  favour,  a  fecurity,  and  an  honour: 
and  they  inculcated   this  fingular  prejudice    with    fo 
much  fuccefs,   that  in  order  to  engage  them,  to  return, 
a  pompous  embaffy  was  fent,  aiking  pardon  for  what 
had  paft,  and  giving  the  ftrongeft  affurances  of  a  diflfe-. 
rent  condud.  for  the  future. 

Theice  was  a  time,  however,  when  this  deference 
was  to  ceafe,  and  it  was  haftened  by  the  naval  enter-^ 
prizes  of  other  powers.  The  affairs  of  the  company 
at  Siam  have  always  been  in  a  declining  ftate.  Having 
no  forty  it  has  never  been  in  a  condition  to  maintain 
theexclufive  privilege  it  had  obtained.  The  king, 
notwithftanding  the  prefents  he  requires,  fdls  merchan* 
dife  to,  traders  of  all  nations,  and  takes  goods  from 
them  on  advantageous  terms:  with  this  difference  only, 
that  they  are  obliged  to  flop  at  the  mouth  of  the  Me- 
nan,  whereas  the  Dutch  go  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  ca- 
pital of  the  empire,  where  their  agent  conftantly  re- 
fides.  Their  affairs  derive  no  great  aSivity  from  this 
privilege.     They  fend  only  one  veffcl  laden  with  Java- 

nefe 
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BOOK  nefe  horfes,  fugar,  fpiccs  and  linens*  and  receive  in 


return  calin,  at  70  livres  (3/.  if.  3//.)  a  hundred  weight; 
gum  laCy  at  ,52,  (2A  5/.  6d.)  fome  elephants  teethf  at 
five  livres  fix  fols  (4/.  ^d.i)  a  pound  ;  and  a  little  gold^ 
at  175  livres  10  fols  (7/.  13/.  id,^)  a  mark.  One  may 
venture  to  aflert,  that  their  connexions  here  are  kept 
up  purely  on  account  of  the  fappan  wood,  which  1%  ne- 
ccffary  for  the  (lowing  of  their  (hips  ;  and  for  which 
they  give  no  lefs  than  five  livres  (4/.  ^d,j[)  a  hundred 
weight.  Were  it  not  for  this  want,  they  would  long 
ago  have  given  up  a  trade  where  the  iexpence  exceeds 
the  profits;  hccaufe  the  king,  who  is  the  only  mer- 
chant in  his  dominions,  fets  a  very  low  price  upon  the 
commodities  that  are  imported.  A  more  interefting 
objeS  turned  the  ambitious  views  of  the  Dutch  to- 
wards Malacca. 

Thes£  republicans,  who  knew  the  importance  of 
this  place,  ufed  their  uimoft  efforts  to  make  themfelves 
maftersof  it.  Having  mifcarried  in  two  attempts,  they 
had  recourfe  at  laft,  if  we  may  believe  a  fatirical  wri- 
ter, to  an  expedient,  which  a  virtuous  people  will  ne- 
ver employ;  but  which  frequently  anfwers  the  pur- 
pofc  of  a  degenerate  nation.  They  endeavoured  to  bribe 
the  Portugiiefe  governor,  whom  they  knew  to  be  co- 
vetous. The  bargain  was  flruck,  and  he  introduced 
the  enemy  into  the  city  in  1641.  The  befiegers  haf- 
tencd  to  his  houfe  and  ma(racred  him  to  fave  the  pay- 
ment of  the  500,000  livres  (21,875)  they  had  pro- 
mifed  him.  But  truth  obliges  us  to  declare,  for  the 
honour  of  the  Porluguefe,  that  they  did  not  furrender 
till  after  a  moft  obftinate  defence.  The  commander  of 
the  vidorious  party  a(ked  the  commander  of  the  other, 
in  a  boafting  ftrain,  which  is  not  natural  in  his  nation, 
when  he  would  return?  When  yoitr  crimes  are  greater 
than  oursf  replied  the  Porluguefe  gravely. 

The 


Situation 
ot  the 
Dutch  at 
Malacca. 


IN  tHE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.,.  .  177 

I'flE  conquerors  found  a  fort,  which,  Hk6  ttl  <hc  B  0  O  K 
Works  of  the  Portuguefe,  was  built  with  a  degree  of 
ftrefigtb,  which  has  never  fince  been  imitilted  by  any 
nation.  They  found  the  climate  very  he^kby,  though 
hot  and  moid :  .but  the  trade  th^re  was  entirely  decay- 
ed; the  continual  exa^ions  having  deterred  all  qations 
from  reforting  thither.  It  has  not  been  revived  hy  the 
company,  either  on  account  of  fome  infuperabledifli^ 
culties,  or  the  want  of  moderation,  or  the  fear  of  in^ 
juring  Batavia.  The  bufinefs  is  confined  at  pr^f<^dt  to 
the  fale  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  opium/  and  a  few  bjue 
linens,  add  to  the  purchafe  of  elephants  teeth,  eating 
which  cofts  :70  :livres  (3/.  i/.  3  J.)  a  hundred  weighty 
and  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold,  at  180  livres  (7/.  1  ^s.i6d,) 
a  mark.  Their  affairs  would,  be  carried  on  with  n»ore 
fpirit  and  to  a  greater  amount^  if  the  princes  aidhered 
znpre  faithfully  to  the  exclufiv.e  treaty  fubflfting  be- 
tween them.  Unfortunately  for  their  itit^fefts,'  they 
Iiave  formed  connexions  wjcbtfo^  £ngU(b>  who  furnifli 
them  with  the  commodities  4hey  want  ,at  a  cMapef 
rate,  and  give  a  greater  price  for  their  merchandife. 
Their  farn^s  and.  Qufl^Hn^.miakie  them  fome  litlle  a- 
fiends,  bringing;  in  apOjOOO*  litres  (8*750/,)  a  year. 
Thefe  revenues,  however,  ^nd  the  advantages  of  com- 
merce taken  tc^etl^r,  are  not.fufficient  to  maintain  the 
garrifon  and  people  employed ;  which  cods  the  com* 
pany  40^)00  livres.  (1,75a/.) . 

.  This  might  for  a  long  timeapp^r  to  be  a  fmall  fa^ 
crifice.  Befor.e  the  Europeans  doubted  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hojpe,  the  Moors,  who  were  the  only  maritime 
people  in  India^  failed  from  Surat  and  Bengal  to  Ma« 
lacca,  where  they  found  llhips  from  the  Molucca  Ifla^ds, 
Japan,  and  China.  When  t he-Port uguefe  became  maf- 
tersof  this  places  they  went  thcmfelves  to  Bantam  for 
pepper,  and  toTernate  for  fjpices.  To  make, their  re- 
VoL.  L  N  turn 
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B  O  O  It  turn  the  fliort«r»  they  etteinf  ted  a  pafiiige  by  the  Sunda 
^_^^^*;;_^^  iflands,  and  fucceeded.  The  Dutch  who  had  got  pof- 
feffioo  of  Malacca  and  Batavia  were  mailers  of  the  two 
only  ftraits  that  were  then  known.  They  crolfed  there 
ni  timet  of  war,  and  intercepted  the  enemy's  veffeb. 
Thia  fituation  has  ccafed  to  be  refpedable>  fince  the 
'ftrak  of  Bali  was  4ircovered  by  the  French  at  the  end 
of  the  war  in  i744>  and  (hat  of  Lomboc,  by  theEng* 
4Uh|  in  the  laA  war.  Batavia  will  always  continue  (o 
bie  the  ftaple  of  an  immenfe  trade  (  but  Malacca  lofes 
the  only  advantage  thai  gave  it  any  importance. 
Settlement  «   Thovgh  the  company  did  not  forefee  this  event, 

D  ***li        y^^   •^  ****  ^'""^  ^^"**  ^^^  ^^^  enlarging  afld 

CeyloB*  ftrengtbening  their  power  i^  the  eaftern  parts  of  Afia, 
they  formed  the  projed  of  fccurtng  to  themfelvcs  that 
^artof  Indias  where- the  Portugtiefe  continued  to  coun- 
teract their  operation^;  ^nd  of  taking  from  them  the 
Martd  of  Ceylon.  It  isobfervabie  that  this  nation>  fo 
diftingufflied  for  the  juftrieft  of  its  commercial  views, 
endeavoured  to  get  tl\ok  |)roduQi6ns'  into  its  hands, 
.which  were  either  abfelutely  neceflaty  fer^iearly  fo,  be- 
fore it  turned  its  attention  to  articles  of  luxury.  It  owes 
i%^  gratidenr  in  Afia  to  the  fpice  trade,  and  in  Europe 
to  the  herring  fiftery.  The  Moluccas  fupply  it  with 
nutmegs  and  cloves ;  and  Ceylon  fur ttiflics  it  with 
ciniMirtion. 

SpiLBERGy  the  firft  of  their  admh^ls  who  had  the 
courage  to  difplay  his  colours  on  the  coaft  of  thisdclici- 
ous  ifland^  found  the  Portogucfe  employed  in  fubvcrtitig 
-the  government  and  the  religion  of  the  country:  in  fel- 
ting the  fovereigns,  among  whom  it  was  divided,  to 
deftroy  each  other ;  and  in  rai/ing  themfehrcs  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  dates  that  were  thus  fucccffively  dertiolift' 
"ed.     He  offered  the  court  of  Candy  the  affiftance  of  his 

country,  which  was  joyfully  accepted.    Tou  mby  ajfuft 

'pur 
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ymmaftersf  faid  th^  inonarch,  that  if  tiny  will  huHd'B  O  O  |C 
•firh  fnyftlfi  my  wife,  and  children  willbeforemoft  /«        ^' 
bringing yau  tb^  ntcpffary  materials.  .    ; 

The  people  of  Cjeylcvn.Jqokcd  upop  the  Dutch  Jn 
00  other  light  ih^  ?s  the  ipnemics  of  t}jpir  oppreflbr^* 
and  joined  theip.  By  their  united  forces,  the  Portu- 
gttcfewere,  ifi  the  year  1658,.  entirely,  difpoffeffecjj,  af- 
ter along,  blopdy,  and  obftinatc  war.  All  their fettle- 
ipents  fell  into  the  h^pds  of  the  company*  who  ftill 
keep  poffeffion  pf  them,  excepting  a  fm^ll  diftria  on 
theeaftern  coaft*  without  any  port,  from  whence  the 
fovereign  pf  the  country  had  his  fait  j  thpfe  fettjienjents 
flamed  ^  riBgular  firing,  extending  from  t\vo  to  twelve 
leagpes  into  the  inland  parts  of  the  ifland.    ^         -  ^ 

The  fort  of  JafFranapatari,  as  well  as  thofe  erVSed 
JOB  the  iflands  cpf  Manar  and  Calpentjuj?,  were  ;d^?^.ined 
40  prevent  all  correfpondeoce  with  the  inhabitapt^  of 
the  neigbbqu^ing  continent.  At  Negorabo,  defigned  t'p 
comprehend  the  diftriQ  in  which  the  beft  cinnamon  is 
produced,  there  i^  ^n  harbour  l;jrge  enough  to  admit 
floops :  but  it  is  not  frequented  on  account  of  a  naviga.- 
ble  river  tl^at  leads  from  it  to  Columbo.  This  place, 
which  thje  Portuguefc  had  fortifjed  with  the  greateft 
care,  as  the  center  of  opulence,  is  become  the  principal 
flatbn  in  th.e  colony.  It  is  not  improbable,  that,  in- 
dependent of  the  fums  that  had  been  expended  upon  it, 
the  badnefii  of  its  road  might  have  determined  the 
Dutch  to  fix  the  ftrength  of  their  government  at  the 
promoniory  ©f  Gallo,  where  there  is  an  harbour: 
Wt^ch,  though  the  entrance  is  indeed  difficult,  andthe 
rb^OQ  vc/y  ^nfined^.  has  every  other  advantage  that  can 
ibewtibed;    \\.'\^  here  th^t  the  company  take  in  their 

cargoes  for  Europe. 

Matar  is  th^. magazine  for  coffee  and  peppery  the 
culmrt  pf  which  ha:s  been  introduced  by  the  company. 

N2  It 


*  1 8o  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRAIK 

BOOK  It  hasrno  orticr  fortification  thin  a  redoubt  built  utkynz 
f  i^€f  that  IS  only  navigable  for  boats.    Trinquimale  ts 
the  fined  and  bed  harbour  in  the  Indies.     It  is  compo* 
fed  of  ftverstl  bays,  where  the  moft  numerous  fleets 
'may  anchor  in  fecurity.     No  trade  is  carried  on  there. 
The  country  fnrrtilhes  no  one  article  of  merchandife ; 
anrfi^en  provifions  are  veryfcarce:  in  fliort,  itispro- 
teSed  by  its  barrennefs.     Other  fetttements  of  inferior 
*ncrte  that'are  fcattered  upon  the  coaft,  fcrve  to  make 
'khe  communication  cafy,  and  to  keep  ofFftrangers. 
'^'By  thefe  wife'precautions,  the  company  have  appro-* 
""■pHated  all  the  produftions  of  the  iiland.     The  fevcral 
"dVtVcfes  tvhich  ctonftitute  To  many  branches  of  trade  are ; 
i.Amethyfts,  fapphrres,  topazes,  and  rubies/  which 
'ktt'ifQTfCm'iW^  ^fid  very  indifferent.     The  Moors,  who 
"cbttib'from  the  toift  of  Coromandef,  buy  them,  pay- 
ftig'a'moderate  tax*  and,  when  they  afe cut,  fell  them 
'itt  "aiow  price  in  the  different  countries  of  India. 
'^   a:  Pepper,  which  the  company  bur  for  eight  fols  a 
'pound  ;  coffee,   for  which  they  only  pay  four;  and 
'cardamom,  whi'ch  has  no  fixed  price.     The  natives  of 
'the  country  are  fo  indolent,    that  thefe  produdions, 
which  are  all  of  an  inferior  quality,  will  never  turn  to 
any  great  advantage.     '' 

3.  A  HUNDRED  batesbf  handkerchiefs,  pagnes  and 
giiighams,  of  a 'fine  red  colour,  which  are  fabricated 
by  the  Malabars  at  JaiFranapatan,  where  they,  have 
long  been  fettled. 

4.  A  SMALt  quantity  of  ivory,  and  about  fifty  ele-     . 
phants,  which  afe  carried  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.     I 
Thus  this  gentle  and  peaceful  animal,  which  is  too 
ufeful  to  mankind,  to  be  fufFered  to  remain  upon  an 
ifland,  is  tranfported  to  the  continent,  to  aggravate  and 
bear  a  part  in  the  danger^  and  horrors  of -wan 

5.AJISCA, 
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ij.  Arecaj  which  the  company  buys  at  the  r^teof  3  i)  O  K 
tea  livrcs  (8/.  gd.)  the  aramonan,  and  fells  upon  th^  ^ 
/pot  at  the  rate  of!  thirty-fix. cu;  forty  livres  (about  i/.  ^ 
13/.)  to  the  mef(;hants  of  Bengal^  Coromandel>  and 
the  Maldives  ;  who  gave  in  return  rice^  coaKe  linensy 
and -cowries*     The-areqa^  which  grows  upon  a  fpecies 
of  the  palm-tree^  is  a. fruit  not  uncommon  in  mod  parts 
of  Afia>  ^nii  is  in- great  plenty  at  Ceyton.     It  is  ova)^ 
and  wo4;ild  not  be  much  unlike  the  dzte.,  if  its  extremi- 
ties were  lefs  pointed.  The  baik  is  thijck*  fmooth,  and 
membranaceous,  and  covers  a  kernel  of  a  whitifh  cslR, 
Jhaped  like  a  pear,  and  of  the  bignefs  0/  a  nutmeg. 
When  eaten  by  itfelf,  as  it  fbmetimes  is  by  the  Indians^ 
it  impoveriihes  the  blood,  and  caufes  the  jaundice.     It 
IS  not  attended  with  thefe  inconveniences  when  mixed 
with  betel. 

The  betel  is  a  creeping  and  climbing  plant  like  th^ 
ivy,  but  does  no  injury  to  the  agoti,  which  it  embtace^ 
as  its  fupport,  and  is  remarkably  fond  of.  It  is  culti- 
vated in  the  fame  manner  as  the  vine.  Its  leaves  a  good 
deal  refembles  thofe  of  the  citron,  though  they  are 
longer  and  narrower  at  the  extremity.  The  betel 
•  grows  in  all  parts  of  India,  but  ilourifhes  beft  ^n  moi(i 
places. 

At  all  times  of  the  day,  and  even  in.  the  night,  the 
Indians  chew  th^  leaves  of  ihe  betel,  the  bitternefs  of 
which  is  correSed  by  the  areca  that  is  wrapped  up  in 
them.  There  is  conftantly  mixed  with  it  the  chunam| 
a  kind  of  burnt  lime  made  of  fhells.  The  rich  Ire* 
quently  add  perfumes,  either  to  gratify  their  variety  or 
their  fenfuality. 

It  would  be  thought  a  breach  of  politenef^  .among 
the  Indians  to  take  leave  for  any  long  t.ime;»  without 
prefenting  each  other  with  a  purfe  of  bclel.  It  is  a 
pledge  of  fricndfliip  that  relieves  th^  pain  of  abfence. 

N  3  No 
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B  0  0  %  No  otie  dar^  to  fpeaV  to  a  fuf)errOt  untefs  his  mouth 
ts  perfumed  with  bclcl ;  it  w6uld  fef  en  be  rude  to  nfe- 
gted  thii  precaution  with  an  equal,  ^he  women  of 
gallantry  are  the  ihoft  ]aVi(b  in  the  ufe  of  ^etel,  as  b^- 
ing  a  powerful  incentive  to  love.  Bet^l  is  tai^en  after 
meals ;  betel  is  chewed  during  a  Vint ;  betel  is  offered 
when  you  meet*  and  when  you  feparate  ;  in  (hort,  no- 
rthing is  to  be  done  without  betel.  '  IJF  it'  is  prejudicial 
to  the  teeth,  it  allidis  and  iflrengthens  th0  ftomach. 
'At  l^afl>  it  is'a  general  fafliion  that  prevails  throughout 
the  Indies. 

6.  The  pearl  fifliery,  which  is  dne  of  the  fourcesof 
the  revenue  of  Ceylon.  It  is  no  Improbable  conjee- 
turei  that  this  ifland,  which  is  only  fifteen  leagues 
from  the  continent,  was,  iii  fome  diftant  period  or  other 
feparated  from  it  by  fome  great  convulfion  of  nature. 
The  trafit  of  fea  which  at  prefent  divides  it  from  the 
land,  is  fo  full  of  (hallows,  that  no  fliips  can  fail  upon 
it ;  and  there  are  only  a  few  places  where  fmall  boats 
fnay  paft  in  four  or  five  feet  water.  The  Dutch,  who 
afTume  the  fovereignty  here,  have  always  two  armed 
(loops  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  taxes  they  have 
impbfed.  In  this  ftrait  the  pearl  fifliery  is  carried  on, 
which  was  formerly  of.  fo  much  importance  ;.  but  this 
fcource  of  wealth  has  been  fo  mucK  exhaufted^'  that  it 
Ts  but  rarely  reforted  to.  The  bank,  indeed,  is  vifite^ 
cvrt-y  year ,  to 'fee  how  it  is  replenifhed  with  oyfters  j 
but,  in  gerie>al,  it  is  five  or  fix  years  before  V  fufficient 
quantity  is  to  be  found.  '  The  fifliery  is  then  farmed 
out;  and,  every  thing  computed,  it  maV  produce  to 
the  revenues  of  the  company  200,000  livres.  (8,750/.) 
Upon  the  fame  coafls  is  found  a  fliell-fifli  called  xan- 
xus,  of  which  the  Indians  at  Bengal  make  bracelets^ 
The  fifhery  is  free,  but  the  trade  is  exclufive. 

After 
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AFTSRalli  the  grcjitobjfd  of  the  company  is  cio'*  HOOK 
namon.  Tbe  r^ot  of  tbe  tree  that  produces  it  is  larger 
and  difi<lcs  it  into  fcvoral  branches  covered  with  a 
bark»  which  on  the  outer  fide,  is  of  a  greyifli  brown^ 
and  on  the  inner  of  a  xeddifli  icaA.  I'he  wood  of  this 
root  is  hardy  white»  and  has  no  {melL  The  body  of 
the  tree»  which  grows  to  the  height  of  eight  or  ten 
toifest  is  covered  as  well  aa~it8  numerous  branches, 
with  a  bark  which  at  firft  b  green,  and  afterwards  red. 
The  leaf,  if  it  were  not  longer  and  nan ower»  wonM 
not  be  much  unlike  that  of  the  laiirei.  When  firft  nn*. 
folded  iris  of  a  flame  colour:  but  after  it  has  been  for 
fome  time  expofed  to  the  air  and  grows  dry,  if  changes 
to  a  deep  green  on  the  upper  furface,  and  to  a  tighter 
on  the  lower.  The  flowers  are  fmall  and  white,  and 
grow  in  large  bunches  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches*} 
they  have  an  agreeable  linell,  fomethiifg  like  that  of 
the  lily  of  the  vaHey.  The  fruit  Is  ftaped  like  an  acorn» 
but  is  not  fo  large.  It  is  commonly  ripe  in  September, 
When  boiled  in  water  it  yields  an  oil  which  fwlms  at 
top,  and  takes  fire,  if  left  to  cool,  it  hardens  into  a 
ivhite  fubftance,  of  which  candles  are  made,  which 
have  an  agreeable  fmell,  and  are  referved  for  the  ufe  of 
the  king  of  Ceylon.  No  part  of  the  tree  that  produces 
the  cinnamon  is  valuable  exioept  the  under  bark.  The 
beft  feafon  for  raifing  and  feparating  it  from  the  outer 
bark,  which  is  grey  and  rugged,  is  the  fpring,  when 
the  fap  flows  in  the  greateft  abundance.;  It  is  cot  into 
thin  dices  and  expofcd  to  the  fun  ;  and  curls  up  in  dry- 
ing. 
The  old  trees  produce  only  a  cbarfe  kind  of  cinna-* 

mon,  which  is  only  in  perfeSion  when  the  trees  arc 
not  older  than  three  or  four  years.  When  the  trunk  has 
been  flripped  of  its  bark  it  receives  no  further  nourifh- 
ment,  but  the  root  is  flill  alive  and  continues  to  throw 

N  4  out 
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^  u^  ^  ^"*  ^^^  flioots.    Bcfides  this,  the  froit  of 'the  cinna- 
mon-tree contains  a  feed  from  which  it  is  raifed^    * 

Thxr£  are  fome  of  the  coaipainy!s  territories  where 
this  tree  does  not  grow.  It  ia  only  to  be  found  in  tbofe 
of  Negomboi  Columbot  or  the  promontory  of  Gallo. 
The  princc!s  forefts  fupply  the  deficiency  ,whtch  fome* 
times  prevails  in  the  magazines.  -  The  mountains  inha-r 
l)ited  by  the  Bedas  abound  with  the  tree  ;  but  .neither 
the  Europeans  or  the  Cinglafles  are  denied  accefs  to 
themi  and  there  is  no  way  of  (baring  the  ricbea  of  the 
Bedas  but  by  declaring  war  again  ft  them. 

A^  the  Cinglaflesy  as  wieli'as  the  Indians  upon  the 
continent,  are  xlivided  into  cafts  which  never  make  any 
aUianoes  wi^h  one.  another,  each  cooiUntly  adhering  to 
the  fame  profe0ion ;  the  art  of  barkiiig  the  cinnamon- 
trees  is  a  diftind  occupationf '  and  the  meatif ft  of  ail  o- 
thers*  and  is  confined  to  the  taft  of  (he  CpQleys,  Eveiy 
other  iflander  would  look  upon  it  is  a  difgrace^  to  be 
employed  tq  this  trade. 

The  ]cinn^nion  is  not  reckoned  excellent  uolefs  it  Is 
fine/fmooth»  brittle,  thin,  of  a  yellow  colour  inclin-> 
ingtor^,  fragrant^  aromatic,  and  of  a  pcjgAant,  yet 
agreeable  tafte.  The  connoifleurs  give  the  preference 
to  that,  the  pieces  of  which  ^^e  long  but.  flender.  It 
adds  to  the  delicacies  of  the  table^  and  isoffovereiga 
ufe  in  medicine. 

.  The  Datth  purchafe  the  greateft  part  of  their  cin- 
namon of  the  Indians  who  are  fubjed  to  them.  They 
have  engaged  to. take  a  limited  quantity  of  the  king  of 
Candy,  at  an  advanced  price.  Setting  one  againft  the 
ether,  it  does  not  coft.  them  twelve  fols  a  pound.  It 
would  not  be  impoflibiefor  the  (hips  that  frequent  the; 
■^ortspf  Ce}lQn>  10.  procure  the  tree  that  produces  the 
cinnamon }  but  it.has.dqgenefated  at  MaUbarj  Batavja, 
V    *  V    •■  •      -  ■■      -       '        \  .     *      •  the 
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the  ifle  of  France,  and  in  all  parts  where  it  has  been  BOOK 
tranfplanted.        .  ^^* 

Formerly  the  company  thought  it  neceflary  to 
maintain  four  thoufand  black  or  white  foldters*  to  fe- 
cure  the  advantages  they  derived  from  Ceylon.  The 
number  is  now  reduced  to  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred. 
Their  annual  expences,  neverthelefs,  amount  to 
2,200,000  livres  (96,250/.) ;  and  their  revenues,  and 
fmall  branches  of  commerce,  produce  no  more  than 
2,000,000  of  livres.  (87,500/.)  This  deficiency  is  fup- 
plied  out  of  the  profits  arifing  from  cinnamon.  They 
are  likewife  obliged  to  provide  for  the  expence  attend- 
ing the  wars  they  are  from  time  to  time  engaged  in 
with  the  king  of  Candy,  who  is  at  prefent  the  fole  fo* 
vereign  of  the  ifland. 

The  Dutch  freely  own  that  thefe  ruptures  are  fatal 
to  them.  As  foon  as  they  break  out,  moft  of  the  people 
who  inhabit  the  coaAs  retire  into  the  inland  parts  of  the 
country.  Not>yithftanding  the  defpotifm  that  awaits, 
them,  they  look  upon  the  yoke  of  the  Europeans  as  an 
evil  ftill  more  infupportablc.  The  Cooleys  are  fo  far 
bom  always  waiting  for  the  commencement  of  hoftili- 
ties  as  a  fignal  for  their  removal,  that  they  fometimes 
refplye  to  take  this  defperate  ftep  as  foon  as  they  per- 
ceive t^he  lead  mifunderflanding  between  the  king  and 

the  Dutch.    On  thefe  occafions,  befides  the  lofs  of  a 

.  ... 

harveij,  along  train  of  expence  and  fatigue  follows,  to 
enable  them  to  penetrate^  fword  in  hand,  into  a  coun- 
try, encompafled  on  all  fides  by  rivers,  woods^  hollow 
vales,  and  mountains. 

These  Important  confiderations  had  determined  the 
company  to  engage  the  good  will  of  the  prince  of  Can- 
dy, by  (hewing  him  all  imaginable  civilities.  Every 
year  they  fent  an  ambaffador  laden  with  rich  prefcnts. 
They  offered  their  fliips  to  convey  his  priefts  to  Siam,  to 
'  be 


tSd  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

S  O  O  iCr  be  inftruded  in  the  religion  of  that  country,  which  is 
j^l  ^  the  fame  with  his  own,  Notwithftanding  they  had 
taken  the  forts  and  the  landa  which  were  occupied  by 
the  Portuguefe,  they  contented  themfelvet  with  re^ 
ceiving  from  this  prince  the  appellation  of  guardians  9f 
bis  coafis.  'Iliey  alfo  made  him  feveral  other  conceifions* 
These  fingular  inftances  of  management,  have  not, 
however,  been  always  fufficient  to  maintain  good  har- 
mony, which  has  feveral  times  been  interrupted.  The 
war  which  ended  on  the  14th  of  February,  1 766,  had 
been  the  longeft  and  the  moft  a£tive  of  any  that  had 
been  occalioned  by  diftruft,  and  an  oppofition  of  in* 
tterefis.  As  the  company  prefcribed  terms  to  a  monarch 
who  was  driven  from  his  capital,  and  obliged  to  wan- 
der in  the  woods,  they  made  a  very  advantageous  trea- 
ty. Their  fovereignty  was  acknowledged  over  all  the 
countries  they  were  in  pofiei&on  of  before  the  troubles 
broke  out;  and  that  partof  thecoafts  which  remained 
in  the  occupation  of  the  natives  was  ceded  to  them. 
They  are  to  be  allowed  to  gather  cinnamon  in  all  the 
plains,  and  the  court  is  to  fell  them  the  beft  fort  that 
is  produced  in  the  mountainous  parts  at  the  rate  of  for- 
ry-one  livres  five  fols  (i/.  16/.  \d.)  for  eighteen  pounds. 
Theifcommiffariesareauthorifed  to  extend  their  trade 
to  all  parts  where  they  think  it  .can  be  carried  on  with 
advantage.  The  government  engages  to  have  no  con- 
nexion with  any  other  foreign  power :  and  ever  to  de- 
liver up  any  Europeans  who  may  happen  to  ftray  into 
the  iiland.  In  return  for  fo  many  concefltons,  the  king 
is  to  receive  annually  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the 
ceded  coafls ;  and  from  thence  his  fubjeds  are  to  be 
furniftied  gratis  with  fait  fuflSctcnt  for  their  confumpti- 
on.  It  fliould  feem  that  the  company  may  derive  great' 
advantages  from  fo  favoQriible  a  fituation. 

The 


IN  THE  EAST  MiJ}  WEST  INDIES.  187 

The  {mpcrtj  ef  the  hridi  in  Ceylofi  belongs  more  BOOK 
of  light  to  the  fovereign  than  in  any  other  part  of 
India.  This  pernicious  fyftem  has,  in  that  ifland  been 
attendM  with  hM  cOhfet|tiehce»  ihfeparable  from  tt: 
The  people  are  in  a  (late  of  total  ina&ivity*  They  lire 
in  hiitsy  hare  no  farratare^  (and  fubfift  upon  fruits ; 
and  ihofe  who  afe  moft  At  their  ea^fe,  hive  no  other 
coverkig  than  a  piece  of  coarfe  Itneti  wrapped  about 
their  waiPft.  It  wtre  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Dutch 
wottid  do  one  thing,  which  M  the  kiations  who  havt 
^bliflied  eoloni^s  in  A(ia>  ar^  to  blame  neter  to  havt 
attiempted^  and  thiit  is,  to  dtt^ibute  the  lands  among 
the  fanoiliea  dlkl  Make  them  their  i6Wn  property.  They 
wouM  forget,  aAd  perhaps  hate  their  former  foirereignt 
they  would  attach  themfelyes  to  a  government  that  con-^ 
fuhed  thdr  hJipprnefs;  threy  Would  becomie  induflrious^ 
and  occafion  k  greater  conf^mptiom  Under  fnch  ctr"- 
cumftances  the  ifland  of  Ceylott  wo^ld  enjoy  that  opu- 
lence which  was  Aligned  it  by  nature  :  it  would  be  fe- 
cure'  from  revolutiens,  and  be  enabled  \o  fupport  th€ 
fettlenients  of  Miilabar  and  Corottii^ndeU  which  it  il 
bound  to  prottd. 

The  Portugude,  in  the  timfe  off  their  profperity,  had  Trade  of 
formed  feme  tolerable  fettlcmcnts  oh  the  coaft  of  Coro-  the  Dutch 
mandc!.     That  at  Negapatan  was  taken  from  them  by  ^f  co*ro^** 
the  Dutch  in  1658-    It  gradually  increafed  to  ten  or  mandel. 
twelve  viTlages,  which  were  all  inhabited  by  weavers. 
In  1690,  it  ^a*  ttioiight  proper  to  buiW  a  iFort  to  fccure 
tli^r  tranijtfiSltty,  and  in  1 741  'the  tower  Wa's  fAr»t)nnd- 
cd  by  walls.    TWrs  is  thfe  ctfnti^  of  trade,  wbere  all  the 
inveftttieiits  off  "white,  blue,  painted,  printed,  fine  and 
coarfe  linens  are  m^de  by  the  company   for  the  con- 
fCimption  in  Europe  or  India.     Whether  at  Bimilipat- 
nam,  Pefficate,  Sadrafpatan  ;  or  at  its  faftories  on  the 
filhing  coaft.    Their  inveftmeti^s,  which  commonly  a- 

mount 
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BOOK  mount  to  four  or  five  thoufahd  bales  are  carried  to'  Nc- 
gapatan,  by  two  iloops  ftationed  in  thefe  feas  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  Dutch  felU  on  the  coaft  of  CoromandeU  iron, 
leadi  copper,  calin,  tutenague,  pepper,  and  fpices. 
Thefe  united  articles  produce  a  million  of  livres 
(43,750/.)  to  which  we  may  add  eighty  thbufand 
(3,500/.)  arifing  from  the  cuftoras.  The  expences  of 
their  feveral  eftabliflimentjS '  amount  to -eight  hundred 
thoufand  livres,  {35>ooo/.)  and  we  may  venture  to  af- 
fert  without  the  fear  of  being  accufed  of  exaggeration, 
that  the  freight  of  the  (hips  fwallow  up  the  reft  of-  the 
profits.  The  net  produce  therefore  of  the  Coromandel 
trade  to  the  company,  is  tbs  profit  arifing  from  the 
linens  they  export.  Their  ti^de  on  the  Malabar  coaft 
is  ftill  lefs  advantageous  to  them.  It  comofienced  pretty 
nearly  at  the  fame  period,  and  was  eftablifiied  at  the 
£%ptnctp{  the  faine  nation. 
Trade  of  It  appears  to  be  no  difficult  taik  to  guefsat  the  mo* 
theputch    ^yp3  ^^^j  jgj  jQ  jj,i5  n^^  enterprife.     After  the  Portu- 

of  Mala-    guefe  had  loft  Ceylon,  they  fold  the  wild  cinnamon  of 
bar.  Malabaf  in  Europe  at  almoft  the  fame  price  at  which 

they  had  aiw^ysfold  the  right  fort.    Though  this  rival- 
ftiip  could  not  continue  long,*  it  gave  uneafinefs  to  the 
Dutch,  who,  in  1662,  prdered  Vangoens,  their  gene*  . 
ral,  to  attack  Cochin. 

The  place  was  no  fpoper  invefted,  than  intelligence 
was  received  of  a  peace  being  concluded  between  Hol« 
land  and  Portugal.  This  news  was  kept  fecret.  The 
operations  were  carried  on  with  vigour ;  and  the  befieg- 
ed,  harrafled  by  continual  affauhs,  furrendered  on  the 
eighth  day.  The  next  day  a  frigate  arrived  from  Goa 
with  the  articles  of  peace.  The  conquerors  gave. them- 
ie'ives  no  further  trouble  to  juflify  their  treachery,  than 
bv  fayins:,  that  thefe  who  complained  in  fo  haygbty  a 

ftile 
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ftilCf  bad  obfenped  the  fame  coDdud  at  Bra^l  a  few  BOOK 
years  befere. 

Aft£r  this  conqueflj  the  Dutch  thought  the mfeWea 
firmlj  efiabliflied  at  Malabar.  Cochin  feemed  to  be  nc* 
ceflary  to  proted  Cananor,  Cranganor,  and  QjiilloHy 
of  which  they  bad  juft  before  made  themfelvcs  mafters^ 
and  the  fadory  of  Porcat»  which  they  had  formed  the 
plan  of  at  that  time*  and  have  fince  adualiy  eftabliflied. 
The  event  has  not  anfwered  their  expeSatioo,  The 
company  have  not  fucceeded  in  their  hopes  of  exclud- 
ing other  European  nations  from  this  coaft.  They  prc^' 
cure  no  kind  of  merchandife  there*  but  what  they,  afe 
furniflied  with  from  their  other  fettlements  ;  and  being 
rivalled  in  their  trade  they  are  obliged  to  give  a  highef 
price  here^  than  in  the  markets  where  they  enjoy  an 
exclufive  privilege. 

Their,  articles  of  fale  confift  of  a  fmall  quantity  of 
alum*  benzoin*  camphire*  tutenague*  fugar*  iron*  calin* 
lead*  copper*  and  quickfilver.  The  veflel  tha.t  carries 
this  (lender  cargo  returns  to  Batavia  laden  with  caire^ 
or  cocoa-tree  bark*  for  the  ufe  of  the  port.  By  thefe 
articles  the  company  gain*  at  moft  360*000  livresj 
(15,750/0  which*  with  xao,ooo  (5,250/.)  arifing  from 
the  cuftoms,  make  the  fum  of  480,000  livres.  (a  1*000/.) 
In  times  of  profound  peace  the  maintenance  of  thefe 
fettlements  coft  464,000  livres,  (20,300/.)  fo  that 
16,000  (7Qp/«)  only,  remain  to  defray  the  expences  of 
their  ihipping,  for  which  that  fum  is  certainly  not  fuffi* 

cient. 

It  is  true  the  company  gets  two  millions  weight  of 
pepper  at  Malabar,  which  is  carried  in  floops  to  Cey- 
lon* where  it  is  put  aboard  the  (hips  fitted  out  for  Eu« 
rope.  It  Is  likewife  true*  that,  by  virtue  of  thefe  capi. 
tulatlons*  they  pay  only  19a  (8/.  8/.)  livres  the  candil* 
which  weighs  five  hundred  pounds*  for  which  other 

companies 
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3  O  O  K  companies  give  2409  (10/.  10/.)  and  private  merchants 
a88  ;  (12/.  12/.)  but  whatever  advantage  may  be  made 
of  this  article^  it  is  reduced  to  nothing  by  the  bloody 
-wars  that  are  occafioned  by  it. 

Thes£  obfefvations  had  doubtlefs  efeaped  the  notice 
.of  Gotofiefsy  the  diredor-general  of  Batavia,  when  he 
ventured  toaffirnf)  that  the  fetttenaent  at  Malabar  which 
•he  had  long  fuperintended,  was  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant feltlementi  belonging  to  the  company.     *'  I  am  fo 
<♦  far  from  being  of  your  opinion,  faid  general  Moffcl, 
**'  th^t  I  could  wtih  the  fea  had  fwallowed  it  up  about 
.**  a  century  ago.**  - 
TheDutch      Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Dutch,  in  the  height  of  their 
^uheic"^e  ^'^^^^f'^*  found  the  want  of  a  place  where  their  veffels 
of  Good    'might  put  in  to  get  ref  refcrncnts,  either  in  going  to,  or 
Hope.        returning  from  India.  They  were  undetermined  in  their 
c^hoice,  when  Van-Riebec  the  furgeon,  in  1650,  pro- 
-pofed  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  the  Portuguefi; 
had  imprudently  defpifed.     This  judicious  man,  during 
"    «  ftay  of  fome  weeks,  was  convinced  that  a  colony 
might  be  placed  to  advantage  on  this  fouthern  extre- 
mity of  Africa,  which  might  ferve  as  a  (laple  for  the 
Commerce  of  Europe  and  Afia.     The  care  of  forming 
this  fet'tfement  was  committed  to  him  ;  and  his  meafares 
•were  concerted  upon  i  good  plan.     He  caufed  it  to  be 
ftipulated  that  every  man  Who  chofe  to  fix  there  fhould 
hiave  fixty  acres  of  land  allotted  him.     Corn,  cattle 
?ind  utenfils  were  to  be  provided  for  thofe  who  wanted 
them.     Young  women  taken  from  alftis-houfes*  were 
given  them  as. companions  to  fpften,  and  to  ftiare  their 
fatigues.     All  thofe,  who  after  thyee  years  found  the 
dimate,  did  not  agree  with  them,  had  liberty  to  return 
to  Europe,  and  to  difpofe  of  their  pofleffions  *  in  what 
manner  they  pleafcd.    Having  fet lied  thefc  arragements 
he  fcl  f%il. 

The 
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'  The  large  traS  of  country  which  it  was  propofed  to  B  O  O  K 
cultivate,  was  inhtfbitcd  by  the  Hottentots,  who,  ac-  ^^^i 
cording  to  a  French  traveller,  are  divided  into  feveral 
clans,  each  of  which  forms  an   independent  village. 
Their  habitations  are  huts  covered  with  fltins,  which 
cannot  be  entered  without  creeping  upon  their  hands 
and  knees,  and  are  difpofed  in  a  circle.  Thcfe  huts  are 
hardly  of  any  other  ufe  than  to  hold  a  few  provifions  and 
houlhold  furniture.     The  Hottentots  never  enter  them 
but  in  the  rainy  feafon.     They  are  always  found  lying 
at  their  doors ;  and  if  they  interrupt  their  repofe  it  is  to 
fmoke  a  ftrong  herb  which  ferves  them  inftead  of  to- 
bacco. 

The  management  of  cattle  is  the  fole  employment  of 
thefe  favagcs.  As  there  is  but  one  herd  in  each  town 
which  is  common  to  all  the  inhabitants,  each  of  them 
is  appointed  to  guard  it  in  his  turn.  This  poft  requires 
conftant  vigilance,  the  country  being  full  of  wild  beafts, 
which  are  more  voracious  at  this  extremity  of  Africa 
than  ^ny  where  elfc.  The  (hepherd  fends  out  fcouts 
every  day.  If  a  leopard  or  tyger  is  fecn  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, the  whole  town  takes  up  arras,  and  flies  to 
the  enemy,  who  feldom  efcapes  from  fo  many  poifoned 
arrows,  and  (harp  (lakes  hardened  in  the  fire. 

As  the  Hottentots  neither  have,  nor  appear  to  have 
riches ;  and  their  oxen  and  (heep,  which  is  all  the  pro- 
perty  they  have,  are  in  common  ;  it  is  natural  to  ima- 
gine that  there  is  little  occafion  for  difputes  among 
ihcm.  They  are  accordingly  united  to  each  other  by 
the  clofeft  ties  of  friendship :  nor  do  they  ever  engage 
in  any  war,  even  with  their  neighbours ;  fctting  afide 
the  quarrels  between  the  (hepherds  on  account  of  cattle 
that  may  have  ftrayed,  or  been  carried  off. 

It  has  often  been  remarked,  that  public  cuftoms 
gave  rife  to  the  6rft  colonies.  Marks  of  diftinf^n  were 
adopted  to  make  men  unite  and  recognize  one  another. 

A  broken 
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B  O  O  K  A  broken  nofcy  a  flat  head>  bored  ears,  painttogs,  burn- 
^^*  ingSy  head-dreifes,  are  the  chara&eriftics  of  the  favage 
world.  As  no  plan  of  morality  or  education  prevails  a- 
mong  theniy  it  follows  of  courfe,  that  univerfal  cuftoms 
mud  with  them  fupply  the  place  of  policy  and  govern- 
ment. Thefe  rude  men>  the  children  of  nature,  depend 
entirely  on  the  temper  of  the  climate  :  and  hence  the 
Hottentots  have  the  manners  of  herdfmen. 

When  the  Dutch  arrived  there,  they  were,  like  all 
the  people  who  lead  a  pafioral  life,  full  of  benevolence ; 
and  partook  in  fome  degree  of  the  flovenlinefs  and  ftu- 
pidity  of  the  animals  they  kept.  They  had  inftituted 
an  order,  with  which  they  honoured  thofe  who  had 
fubdued  any  .of  the  monfiers  that  were  deflrudive  to 
their  (beep-folds :  and  they  revered  the  noeraory  of  the 
heroes  who  had  done  fervice  to  mankinds  The  apotheo- 
iis  of  Hercules  had  the  fame  origin. 

RiEBECK,  in  conformity  to  the.  notions  unhappily 
prevailing  among  the  Europeans,  began  to  take  poflef* 
lion  of  the  mod  commodious  part  of  the  territory  \  and 
he  afterwards  defigned  to  fix  himfelf  thereJ  This  beha- 
viour difpleafed  the  natives.  On  *ivbat  pretence,  faid  their 
envoy  to  thefe  ftrangers,  have  you /own  our  lands?  Why 
do  you  employ  them  to  feed  your  cattle?.  How  w,ould  you  be 
have  if  you  Jaw  your  own  fields  invaded  in  this  manner  f 
Tou  fortify  yourf elves  with  no  other  view  than  to  reduce 
the  Hottentots  to  flaroery.  Thefe  remonftrances  were  fol- 
lowed by  fome  hoUiliiies,  which  brought  the  founder  of 
the  colony  back  to  thofe  principles  of  ju (lice  and  hu- 
manity, that  were  agreeable  to  his  natural  charaQer. 
He  purchafed  the  country  he  wanted  to  occupy  for  the 
fum  of  90,000  livres  (3,973/.  lOx.)  which  was  paid  in 
merchandife.  All  parties  were  reconciled,  and  from 
that  time  to  this,  thet*e  has  been  no  further  dif^urb- 
ance. 

It 
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It  has  been  proved  that  the  company  have  expended  BOOK 
46,000,000  of  livres  (2,012,500/.)  in  raifmg  the  colony  ^^^' 
to  its  prefent  ftate.     A  few  particulars  will  enable  us  to 
judge  how  foconfiderable  a  fum  has  been  cnoploycd. 

It  is  computed  that  there  are  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  about  twelve  thoufand  Europeans,  Dutchj  Ger- 
mans, and  French  Refugees.  Some  part  of  thefe  num^ 
bers  refide  in  the  capital,  and  two  confiderable  towns : 
the  reft  are  difperfed  along  the  coaft  which  extends  fifty 
leagues  into  the  country.  The  foil  of  the  Hottentots 
being  fandy,  and  only  good  by  intervals  ;  the  huibdnd- 
men  chufe  to  confine  themfelves  to  thofe  places  where 
they  meet  with  water,  wood  and  fertile  land;  three 
advantages  feldom  found  together. 

The  company  formerly  procured  flaves  from  Ma- 
dagafcar,  who  alleviated  the  burthen  of  the  white  peo- 
ple. Since  the  French  appeared  as  rivals,  this  commu- 
nication has  been  difcontinued.  The  prefent  planters 
confift  of  a  few  Malays,  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  the 
climate,  and  are  fcarce  fit  for  the  work  that  is  required 
of  them.  . 

If  it  were  pra^icable  to  make  the  Hottentots  fteady, 
great  advantages  might  accrue,  which  cannot  be  hoped 
fcr  from  their  prefent  charaQer.     All  that  has  yet  been 
done,  has  been  to  prevail  with  the  pooreft  of  them  to 
engapge  in  their  fervice  for  one,  two,  or  three  years. 
They  are  of  a  docile  temper,  and  perform  the  work  that 
is  expeSed  from  them;  but,  at  the  expiration  of  their 
agreement,  they  take  the  cattle  that  are  allowed  them 
for  wages,  rejoin  their  clan,  and  never  make  their  ap- 
pearance again  till  they  have  oxen  orflieep  to  barter  for 
knives,  tobacco,  and  brandy.     They  find  an  inexprefli'* 
\)le  charm  in  the  independent  and  indolent  life  they  lead 
in  their  deferts;     Nothing  can  wean  them  from  this  at- 
tachment.    One  of  their  children  was  taken  from  the 
Vol.  L  O  cwidlc, 
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BOOK  cradle,  and  inftruSed  in  our  manners  and  religion ;  he 
^^'  made  a  progrefs  anfvi'erable  to  the  pains  that  were  be- 
^  (lowed  upon  his  education  ;  he  was  fent  to  India,  and 

ufefully  employed  in   trade.     Happening,  by  accident, 
to  revifit  his  country,  he  went  to  fee  his  relations  in 
their  hut.     Hq.iivas  ftruck  with  the  fimplicity  that  ap- 
peared there ;  he  cloathed  hmafelf  with  a  fheep-fkin, 
and  went  to  the  fort  to  carry  back  his  European  habili- 
ments,    lam  come,  faid  he  to  the  governor,  to  renounce 
for  ever  the  mode  of  life  you  have  taught  me  to  embrace. 
lam  refohed  to  follow ,  till  death  ^  the  manners  and  religion 
of  my  anceforr.     As  a  token  of  my  affe^Iion,  I  will  keep 
tie  collar  andfwordyou  have  given  me  :  all  the  reft  yott 
willpermit  me  to  leave  behind.     He  did  not  wait  for  an 
anfwer,  but  ran  away,  and  was  never  heard  of  after. 

Though  the  charaSer  of  the  Hottentots  is  notfuch 
as  the  Dutch  could  wifli,  the  company  derive  folid  ad- 
vantages from  this  colony.  Indeed,  the  tenth-part  of 
the  corn  and  wine,  together  with  their  cuftoms  and 
other  duties,  do  not  exceed  240,000  livres.  (10,500/.) 
They  gain  no  more  than  forty  thoufand  (1,750^)^? 
their  thick  cloths,  common  thread  and  cotton  pieces, 
hardware,  coals,  and  other  inconfiderable  articles,  which 

they  vend  at  this  place. 

'  They  receive  a  ftill  fmaller  profit  from  fixtylecques 
of  red  wine,  and  eighty  or  ninety  of  white,  which  they 
carry  to  Europe  every  year.  The  lecque  weighs  about 
twelve  hundred  pounds.  There  are  only  two  places  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Conftantia  that  produce  this 
wine.  The  company  might  have  it  entirely  genuine, 
and  at  a  very  low  rate.  Happily  the  governor  finds  it 
his  intereft  to  allow  the  cukivators  to  mix  it  with  the 
produce  of  the  adjacent  vineyards.  By  this  manage- 
ment what  remains  of  this  celebrated  wine,  the  genuine 

cxcellelit  cape  wine,  is  fold  to  foreign  veffels  that  hap- 
^    " '  '  \      ^  -pen 
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pen  (0  touch  at  the  coaftsat  four  livres  (3/.  6d,)  a  hot.  b'o  O  K 
^'e.    It  is  generally  preferable  to  that  which  is  extorted  ^^^JjZ. 
oy  tyranny  ;  nothing  good  being  to  be  expeded  where 
It  IS  not  voluntarily  obtained. 

As  the  expences  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  fo  large 
a  lettlement,  fwallow  up,  at  leaft,  all  thefe  profits  taken 

together,  its  utility  muft  reft  upon  fome  other  founda- 
tion. 

The  Dutch  (hips  that  fail  to  and  froijp  India  find  a 
lafe  afylum  at  the  cape  ;  a  delightful,  ferene,  and  tem- 
Perate  fkj  5  and  learn  every  thing  of  importance  that 
happens  in  both  thofe  parts  of  the  globe.  Here  they 
take  in  butter,  meal,  wine,  large  quantities  of  pickled 
\egetables  for  their  voyage,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  colo- 
nies. They  might  draw  much  greater  advantages  from 
hence,  if  the  company  blinded  by  their  avidity,  were  not 
perpetually  checking  the  induftry  of  the  planters.  They 
oblige  them  to  part  with  their  provifions  at  fo  low  a 
price,  that  they  have  not,  for  a  long  time,  been  able  to 
procure  cloathing  and  other  abfolute  neceflaries. 

This  tyrannical  co'ndud  might,  perhaps,  be  borne 
with,  if  the  vidims  of  it  were  authorifed  to  fell  their 
Superfluous  produce  to  foreign  navigators,  whom  the 
convenience  of  their  fituation,  or  other  reafons  might 
Jntrite  into  their  ports.  But  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  in  trade, 
>^hich  is  one  of  the  greateft  evils  that  can  befal  humani- 
ty, has  deprived  them  of  this  refource.  The  Dutch 
have  long  flattered  themfelves,  that  by  with-holding  this 
convcniency  from  other  trading  nations,  they  fhould 
make  them  abandon  India  in  difguft.  Notwithftand- 
ing  they  have  experienced  the  reverfe  of  this,  their  con- 
dua  IS  not  altered  ;  though  it  was  eafy  to  difcern,  that 
all  the  wealth  that  flowed  into  the  colony  would,  fooner 
or  later,  return  to  the  company.  The  governor  only  is 
authorifed  ta  fupply  the  moft  prefling  neceflities  of  thofe 

O  2  who 
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BOOK  who  tbuch  »t  the  Cape.     Thcfc  wrong  ineafures,  have 
^'        drfervedly  been  the  fource  of  a  thoufand  inconveniencies. 
We  muft  do  jiiftlce  to  M.  Tolbac,  who  at  prefent  pre- 
fidci  over  thii  colony.     This  generous  man,  during  the 
iaft  war.  fct  an  exaaiplc  of  benevolence  and  difintereft- 
t((nefs,  which  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  6f  his  prede- 
ceflbrs;    As  his  underftanding  faifcd  him  above  preju- 
dfcc,  and  that  he  had  a  fufficieht  degree  of  firmnfefs  it 
deviate  from  the  abfurd  orders  he  received,  he  encou- 
raged  the  nations  who  endeavoured  to  fupplant  one  ano- 
ther to  repair  to  his  colony  for  fubfiftence.    The  price 
viras  regulatetf  by  fojuft  a  ftandard,  that  while  it  wasfo 
moderate  as  to  invite  purchafers,  it  was  high  enough  to 
animate  the  cuhivatbrs  to  induftry.    May  this  wife  ma- 
ftrate  long  enjoy  the  pleadng  confcioufnefs  of  having 
ade  the  fortune  of  His  fellow-citizenSi  and  the  glory 
f  having  negleSed  his  own  I 

If  the  company  (hould  adopt  his  plan^  they  will  imi- 
tate the  fpirit  of  their  founders,  who  did  nothing  by 
chance,  and,  without  waiting  for  the  happy  events  we 
have  been  defcribing,  fet  themfelves  to  find  out  a  place, 
which  the^  (ni^ht  make  the  center  of  their  power. 
They  had  caft  iheir  eyes  upon  Javi  as  early  as  the  year 

1609. 

The  people  of  this  ifland^  which  is  two  hundred 
leagues  in  length  and  thirty  or  forty  in  breadthi  traced 
their  origin  from  China,  though  they  retained  nothing 
cither  of  Its  religion  or  its  maiintrs.  A  very  fuperfti- 
tious  fpecie^of  mohanfiihedanifm  coiiftituted  the  prevail- 
ing  worfliip.  Some  idolaters  were  ftill  remaining  in 
the  interior  part  of  the  country;  and  thefe  were  the  on- 
ly inhabitants  of  Jata  that  were  not  arrived  at  the  lad 
lUge  of  depravity.  This  iiland,  which  was  formerly 
under  the  dominion  of  a  fmgle  monarch,  was  at  that 
time  divided  among  fcveral  fovereigns,  who  were  perpe- 
tually 
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tualiy  at  war  with  each  other.     Thefe  ctemaj   diffen-  B  O.O  K 
fions,  while  they  kept  up  a  inilitary  fpirit  among  the       ^^' 
people,  made  thiefn  ncgleft  manners.     Their  enmity  to 
Grangers,  and  wafit  of  confidence  in  each  other,  would 
lead  one  to  conclude,  that  this  nation  breathed  no  fenti- 
ment  but  hatred.    Here  men  wfere  wolves  to  each  oiherp 
and  feemed  to  unite  in  fociety  more  for  the  fake  of  com- 
mitting  mutual  injuries,  thaii  of  receiving  iputual  affift- 
ances.     A  Javaqefe  pever  accbftcd  his  brother  without 
having  a  poniard  in  his  hand  ;  ever  watchful  to  prevent 
or  prepared  to  con^mit  fome  aS  of  violence.     The 
grandees  had  a  great  nun^ljer  of  flaves,  either  bought, 
taken  in  war,  or  detained  for  debt,  whom  they  treated 
with  the  utmoft  inhumanity.  They  cultivated  the  lands, 
and  performed  all  kinds  of  hard  Ubour.     The  tavanefe 
chewed  betel,  frpoked  opium,  liyed  with  his  corcubines, 
fought^  or  flept.     Thefe  people  poffefled  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  underftandinjg,  bpt  fe.tained"  few  traces  of  any 
moral  principle.     They  had  not  fomiich  the  character 
of  an  unenlightened,  as  of  a  degenerated  nation :  in 
fliort,  they  were  a  fet  of  men,  who,  from  a  regular  go- 
vcmmelie'  had  fallen  into  a  kiiid  of  an;archy  ;  and  gave 
fuH  fcopie  to  the  inipetuotis  emotions  which  nature  ex- 
cites in  thefe  clirnaties. 

This  depraved  lAaraQcr  of  the  inhabitants  did  not 
alt^f  the  views  of  the  company  with  refpeia  to  Java. 
They  might  be  countera^ed  by  the  Englifh,  who  were 
then  hi  fbflfeffion  of  a  part  of  the  trade  of  this  ifland. 
But  this  obftacie  was  foon  removed.  The  weaknefs  of 
James  the  Firft,  and  the  corruption  of  his  council,'had 
fo  daniped  the  fpirits  of  thefe  haughty  Britons,  that 
they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fuppknted, without  mak- 
ing thofe  efibf ts  that  might  have  been  expefied  from 
their  bravery;  Thenativcrs  of  the  country,  deprived 
-  O3  of 
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B  O  O  K  of  their  fupport,  were  forced  to  fubmit ;  but  it  required, 
time,  addrefsj  and  policy^  to  accomplifli  that  fcbeme. 

It  was  one  of  the  fundameotal  maxims  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  to  perfuade  thofe  princes  they  wanted  to  engage 
or  retain  in  a  (late  of  depencl^q^e,  to  fend  their  children 
to  Goa  to  be  educated;,  at  the  /expence  of  the  court  of 
Lifbon>  and  initiated  early  into  its  manners  and  princi- 
ples.   But  thisj  which  was  in  itfelf  a  good  projed»  was 
Tpoiled*  by  the  conquerors,  who  admitted  thcfe  young 
people  to  a  participation  of  themoft  criminal  pleafures, 
and  the  moft  fliameful  fcenes  of  debauchery.    The  con- 
fequence  was,  that  when,  theffB  Indians  arrived  at  matu- 
rity, they  could  not  help  d^tf^ing,  or,  at  leaft>  defpifing 
fuch  abandoned  mlirua^^s.     The  Dutch  adopted  the 
fame  plan,  and  improved  upon  it.     They  endeavoured 
to  convince  their  pupils  of  th^  weaknefs,  iuconftancy, 
and  treachery  of  their, fubjeds  j  and  ftill  more  of  the 
power,  wirdom,  and  good  faith  of  the  company.   By  this 
method. they  ftrengtliened  their  ufurpations;  but  wearc 
obliged  to  fay,  that  the  Dutch  employed  fneans  tjtiat  were 

treacherous  and  cruel..  

The  government  of  the  ifland,  which  was  founded 
entirely  op  the  feudal  laws.  Teemed  calculated  to  pro* 
mote  difcbrd.  Fathers  and  fons  ,turn^  tbejr,  *%^ms  a-, 
gainft  eagh  other.  J^hty  fijpportcd  the.piiet^nfions  of 
the  weak  againfl  the,  Arong;^  and  of  the  AVong  againft 
the  weak,  as  they  fis^w  ocpaCpn.  They  fometiipes  took 
the  monarch's  part,  and .  fonactimes  that  pf  I^s  ^aflab. 
If  any  perfon  of  formidable  gexuus.afceiided|tfee  throne, 
they  raifi^d  up  rivals  to  oppofe  him.  Thp^  .y^}ko  were 
not  to  be  feduced  by  gold  or  promifes,  wenq  fubdued  by 
tear.  Every  day  was  produftive  of  (omt  r^yolution, 
which  was  always  begun  by  ;the  intrigues  of  the  tyrants, 
and  always  ended  to  their  advantage.  At  leng;h«tbey  be* 
came  mafters  of  the  moft  important  pofts  in  the  inland 

'  parts 
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p^rts  of  the  country;  land  of  the  forts  that  wcr^  built  B  O  O  K 
upon  the  coafls.  , ^* 

This  plan  of  ufurpation  wa3  only  begun  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  when  a  governor  was  appointed  at  Java, 
who  had  a  palace  and  guards^  and  appeared  in  great 
pon>p.  The  company  thought  proper  to  depart  from 
the  prixKjiples  of  oecononay  they  had  hitherto  adopted  ; 
from  a  perfuaHon,  that  4hc.Portuguere  had  derived  a 
.  great  advantage  from  the  J>rilliant  court  kept  by  the  vice- 
roy of  Goa:  that  the  people  of  the  Eaft  were  to  be 
,  dazzled  in  order  to  be  th^  more  eafily  fijbdued :  and  that 
it  was  niceflary  to  ftrike  the  jfi^agination  and  the  eyes  of 
tbelndian?,  who  are  guided  iraofc  by  their  fcnfea  than 
the  inhabitants  of  pur  climates^  \ 

The  Dut^h  had  another  reafpn  for  afluifiing  ani^ir 
of  dignity*.  They  had  been raprdented  in  Afia as  pi- 
rates, without  a  -cpujitry,  withput  laws,  and  without  a 
ruler.  To  iilence  thefe  caluo^qies,  they  endeavoured  to 
« prevail  with  fpyeralftates^jpiningto  Java  to  fend  am- 
baffadors  to  prince  Maurjj?g  pf  fhe  hqufe  of  Orange. 

The  execution  pf  fhfe  projeft;  procured  them  a 
double  advantage  ^.as  it  gave  thefla  credit  with  the  eaftern 
nations,  and  flattered  th^  anibiti^e  of  the  Stadtholder, 
whofe  protection  was  .neceiibry:  to  foe  obtained,  for  rea* 
fons  which  we  are  going  tp  ea^pkin. 

When  the  company  obtained  their  excluilve  privi- 
lege, the.j(li1aitsof  Magellan,  .which  could  have  no  con- 
neSios  with  the. Eaft  Indies,  were  improperly  enough 
included  in  the:  grant,  rifaac  Lemaire,  one  of  thofe 
.  rich  and  enterprizing  merchants,who  ought  every  where 
to  be  confidered  as.  the  benefactors  of  their  country, 
formed  the  projeft  of  penetrating  into  the  South  Sea 
by  the  fouthern  coafts.  •  Acceis  being  denied  by  the  on- 
ly track  that  wa^  known  at  that  time  ;  he  fitted  out  two 
fliips  which^  pafied'  a  ilrait,  fince  called  by  his  name,. 

O  4  running 
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B  P  O  K  running  between  Cape  Home  and  the  Staten  Land ; 
and  were  driven  by  the  force  of  accidents  to  the  coaft 
of  Java,  where  they  were  condenined,  and  the  crew 
fept  prifeners  to  Europe. 

This  tyrannical  proceeding  gave  offence  to  the  peo- 
pie*  already  prejudiced  againft  an  e^clufive  commerce* 
It  was  thought  abfurd,  that  iaftead  of  giving  thofe  who 
attempted  difcoyeries,  the  encouragement  they  deferved^ 
a  (late  purely  commercial  fliould  forge  (hackles  to  con- 
fine their  induftry.  The  monopoly/ which  the  avarice 
of  individuals  had  endured  with  impatience,  became 
more  odious  when  the  (company  (Iretched  the  coiiceffi- 
ons  that  had  beeQ  niade  them  beyond  their  due  bounds. 
It  was  found  that  as  their'pride  atid  influence  increafed 
with  their  power^  the  intereft  of  the  nation  would  at 
length  be  facrificed  ^p  the  intereft^  or  even  to  the  ca- 
price of  this  formidable  body.  It  is  probable,  that  they 
muft  have  funk  under  the  public  reientnient  •  and  th^t 
^he  charter,  which  was  near  expiring,  would  not  have 
be«n  renewed,  jf  they  had  not  been  fupported  by  prince 
Maurice,  favoured  by  the  ^ates-Gen'eral,  and  encou- 
raged to  brave  the  (terni  by  the  ftrength  Ihey  derived 
from  their  fetilement  at  Java. 

Though  the  tranquility  of  this  ifland  may  have 
been  difiurbed  by  various  'commotions,  feveral  vicars, 
and  fom'e  confpiracies,  it  continues  to  be  as  much  in 
ifubjeQion  to  the  Dutch  z$  they  wi(h  it  ro  be. 

Ban  t  am  extends  oveif  the  weftern  parti  One  of  its 
fovereigns  haying  refigned  the  crowis  to  his  fori,  was  re* 
called  to  the  thrope  in  1680  by  the  natural  reftleflfnefs 
of  bis  temper,  the  bad  condu^  of  his  fucccdbr,  and  a 
powerful  fafltion.  His  party  was  on  the  point  of  pre- 
yailing,  when  the  young  moharch,  befieged  in  his  capi- 
ul  by  an  army  of  thirty  tboufand  men,  withwjt  any  ad- 
herents, except  the  companions  of  his  debaucheries, 
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implored  the  pro  teflon  of  the  Dutch.  They  flew  to  B  O  O  K 
his  affidance^  beat  his  enemieSj  delivered  him  from  hjs  tj[*l 
'ival,  ?nd  re-cftabh'ftcd  bis  authority.  Though  the  ex^ 
pedirion  was  briik,  ihort^  and  rapid,  and  confeqqently 
CDuld  not  be  expensive;  they  contrived  to  make  the 
charges  of  the  war  amount  to  9  prodigious  fum.  The 
fitaatton  of  things  would  not  adipit  of  a  fcrutiny  into 
the  fum  demanded  for  fo  great  a  piece  of  fervice#  and 
the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  finances  made  it  inipoflible 
to  difcharge  it.  In  this  extremity  this  weak  prince  der 
termined  to  entail  flavery  on  himfelf  and  his  deicen- 
cants,  by  granting  to  his  djeliverers  the  cxclufive  trade 
or  his  dominions. 

The  company  maintain  thi$  great  privilege  with 
three  hundred  and  fixty-eight  men,  who  are  ftationed 
in  two  bad  forts,  one  of  which  ferves  as  a  habitation  for 
the  governor^  the  other  as  a  palace  for  the  king.  The 
expences  of  this  fettlement  amount  to  no  more  than 
100,000  livres,  {4>375/.)  which  arc  regained  upon  the 
merchandifc  fold  there.  Their  c)ear  profits  confift  of 
what  they  gain  upon  three  millions  weigfit  of  pepper, 
which  they  oblige  the  inhabitants  to  fell  at  tWentv-five 
livres  twelve "fols  (i/.  2/.  Ad,  |.)  ^  hundred. 

These  profits  are  inconfiderable  in  comparifon  of 
what  the  company  receives  ffom  Tfieribon,  which  it 
fubjefted  without  any  effprts,  without  intricues,  and 
without  expence.  The  putch  were  fcarce  fettled  at 
Java,  wheii  tHp  fultan  of  this  yarrow  but  very  fertile 
ftate,  put  hinifelf  under  their  proteSion,  to  avoicl  fub- 
mitting  to  a  neighbouring  prince  more  powerful  than 
himfe\f.  He  fells  them  annuaIlJ^  ib  thoufand  lafts  of 
rice,  each  weighing  three  thoufand  three  hundred 
pounds,  at  feverity-fix  livres  fixteen  fols  (about  3/.  7/. 
2d,  |.)  a  laflE.  A  million  weight  of  fugar,  the  firteft  of 
which  cojfts  thirteen  livres  sine  fols  (about  11/.  9^)  a 

hundred  J 
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BOOK  hundced ;  one  million  two  hundred  tbpufand  pounds  of 

j^^   ^  coflFee,  at  four  fols  {2d.)  a  pound;  a  hundred  quintals 

of  pepper^  at  four  fols  eight  deniers  (about  zd-  i)  ^ 

pound  ;  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  cotton^  the  fineft  of 

which  cofts  no  more  than  one  livre  eight  fols  (about  1/. 

2d,i)aL  pound  ;  (ix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  areca» 

at  twelve  Uvres  (10/.  6J.)  a  hundred.     Though  fixing 

thcfe  prices  fo  low  is  ^  manifeft  impofitioo   upon  the 

weaknefs  of  the  inhabitants^  the  people  of  Tfieribon 

who  are  the  moft  gentle   and  civilized  of  any   in   the 

ifland,  have  never  been  provoked  by  this  injuftice  to 

take  up  arms.     A  hundred  Europeans  arc  fufficient  to 

ieep  them  in  fubjeSion.     The  expences  of  this  fettle- 

ment  amount  \q  no  rapfe  than  41,00.0  Uvres,  (1,793/. 

15/.)  which  is  gained  byjinens  imporied  thither. 

The  empire  of  Mataran,  which  ^formerly  extended 
over  the  whole  iiland.^,and  at  prefent  takes  up  the  great- 
eil  part  of  it,  was  the  lail  that  wa^  reduced  to  fubjefiioi?. 
Often  vanquiftied,  and  fometimes  vanq^uifhing,  it  con- 
tinued its  druggies  for  tndepehdency,  when  the  fonand 
brother  of  a  fovereign,  who  died  in  1704,  difputed  the 
fuccefllion.  The  nation  was  divid.ed  between  the  two 
rivals.  He  who  was  int^tled  to  the  crown  by  order  of 
fucceilion,  had  fo  visibly  the  advantage,  that  he  muft 
foon  have  got  the  fupreme  power  entirely  into  his  bands, 
if  the  Dutch  had  not  declared  in  favour  of  his  rival. 
The  party,  efpoufed  by  thefc  republicans,  atjfngth  pre- 
vailed after  a  feries  of  contefts,  more  afliye,  frequent, 
well  conduced,  and  obflinate,  than  could  have  been  ex- 
peeled.  The  young  prince,  whom  they  wanted  to  de- 
prive of  the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  king  his  father, 
difplayed  fo  much  intrepidity,  prudence  and  firmnefs, 
that  he  would  have  triumphed  over  his  enemies,  had  it 
pot  been  for  the  advantage  they  derived  from  their  ma- 
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gazinesj  ions,  and  (hips.    His  unele  ufufped  bb  throne  v  B  O  O  K 
but  (hewed  hi mfelf  unworthy  to  fill  it.  ^  ^' 

W«eK  r)ie  conf>pany  reftpjed  him  to  the  crown^  they 
diftated,  laws  ^o  him.  They  chofe  the  pjacc  where  iu9 
court  was  $0  be  filled,  and  fccured  his  attachment  by  a 
citadel  in  which  a  guard  was  mabtained»  with  no  other 
apparent  view  than  to  pr^eift  the  prince.  After  aB 
thefe  precautions,,  they  enaployed  every  artifice  to  lull 
his  attention  by  pleafures,  to  gratify  bis  avarice  by  pre* 
fents,  and.to  .f?a«er,his  vanity.. by: 4*)mpous.cihbaflies, 
From  thi«  aera^the  pr'iqce  and  hi&  fucccfforsywho  were 
educated  fuitably.to  the  pajt  rthey  were  to  aft,  were  no^ 
thing  more  than  the  defpicable  tools  of  the  derpotifnt  of 
the  company*  .  All.  that  is  nec^ffary  for  thisir  fupponj 
is  three  hundred  faorfe  and  four  hundred  foidiersv  whofe 
maintenance^  ineJudiug  the  p9y:o£th6  agents,  cofts  thenv 
760,000  livres.  (33,250/.) 

The  ^onip^ny  ane  aniplyr^imbflFftd  for  thisexpcnce 
by  the  advantagfs  it  fecures  them.  The  liarboUrs  06 
this  ftaie  afford  docks  for  the.conftruaion  of^^iU  the 
fmall  veflTcIs  and  flopps  ernplpy(fd  in  the  company's. fcr-i 
vice.  Tb«y  are  foppiied  fronj  Jjience  with  »U  the  tira-; 
ber  thatlis  wan^d  iis^  tbeif  .feveralJp^JiaB  fei^tknaents. 
and  in. part  of  rtbitiir  forieign  ^olfmiej.)  Here  tooidiiey 
load  their  veflUs:  with  the  iHK)du6^i|^  with'  wl)idh  !the 
kingdom  ie  obliged  to  furnifli  them  ;  confifting  of  ■  five 
tboufand  lafts  of  rice,  at  fortyreigbt  livres  {2Z.  »/,)  a 
laft  ;  as  much  falt.as  they  rfcquitc» at.tWcnty^eiigfat  liv^res 
fiKteen  Ms-(aboutii/.  j/.  adi)  ^  ;laft.;  a, hundred'  tliidu- 
land  pounds  of  pepper,  at  nineteetv livres  f<^rfols  (i6sl 
9^.  i-)  ^  hundred  ;  .all  the  indigo  that  israifedi  at  three 
livres  (about  ^f.  jd.  i)  a  pov»>d';.  cadjang,  for  theriife 
pf  their  ftiip3>  at  foventy-fix  livres  fixtecn  fols  (about  3/, 
7/.  2d'  h)  A  laft  ;  cotton  yarn^-  from  twelve  fols  to  6ne 
tivre  (frojn  about  6d,  to  is;  ji  a-  p^und^  according  to 
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BOOK,  its  quality :  an^  the  fraall  quantity  of  cardanaomum 
is  produced  there,  at  a  ftameful  price. 

The  ifland  of  Madura,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
ports  of  Mataran  only  by  a  narrow  channel,  is  obliged,* 
by  a  garrifon  of  fifteen  men,  to  furnifli  rice  at  a  very 
low  rate.  This  ifland,  in  common  with  the  people  of 
Java,  labours  under  a  flill  moreodiouioppreflion.  The 
company's  commiflaries  m^ike  ofe  of  falfe  meafure  in 
order  to  procure  a  larger  quantity  of  goods  from  the 
people  that  a»  to  fvroilh  them.  This  fraud,  pradifed 
for  their  own  private  advanta^,  has  not  hitherto  been 
puniihed ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  hope  that  it  ever 
wiH.  Balamhangan  is  the  only  diftriQ  in  the  ifland  of 
Java,  that  is  not  expofied  lo  thefe  imquitous  praSices. 
The  Dutch  who  flighted  it,  on  account  of  its  not  for* 
ttifliing  any  article  of  tr«d^ihave  held  no  coirefpondence 
with  it*    * 

For  the  reft,  the  Dutch  having  abated  the  turbulen- 
cy  of  the  J&yanefe,  by  gradually  undermining  the  laws 
that  maintttn  jit ;  and  fatisfied  with  having  forced  them 
to  give  fome  aUention  to  agriculture,  and  with  having 
fecured  to  themfelves  a  commerce  perfedly  exclufive, 
have  not  attempted  to  Acquire  any  property  in  the  ifland. 
Thdr  territory  extends  no  farther  than  the  AnaU  king- 
dom of  Jacatra.  The  ravagp  committed  by  the  Dutch 
when  they  conquered  this  ftate,  and  the  tyranny  that 
followed  thatconqueft,  had  turned  it  into  adefert.  It 
fl:ill  renuins  uncultivated  and  inadive. 

The  Dutch,  thofe  of  them  in  particular  who  go  to 
India  to  feek  their  fortunes,  were  hardly  qualified  to  re- 
cover this  excellent  foil  from  its  exhaufted  ftate.  It  was 
feveral  times  propofed  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Ger- 
mans ;  and  by  the  encouragements  of  fome  advances, 
andibme  gratuities,  to  exercife  their  induftr^  in  a  man- 
ner the  n>oft  advantageous  to  the  cMipany.    What 

thefe 
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thefe  laborious  people  might  have  done  in  the  fields^  the  BOOK 
filk  manufadurers  from  China^  and  the  linen- weavers 
from  Coromandel,  might  have  executed  in  the  work* 
ihops,  for  the  improvement  of  manufadures.  As  thefe 
ufeful  projeds  did  not  favour  any  private  views,  they 
continued  to  be  nothing  more  than  projeds.  At  length 
the  Governors  General  ImhofF  and  MofleU  (truck  with 
a  fcene  of  fuch  great  diforder,  endeavoured  to  find  out 
a  remedy. 

With  this  view  they  fold  to  the  Chinefe  and  the 
Europeans^  at  a  fmall  pricCf  the  lands  which  the  govern- 
ment had  acquired  by  oppreflive  means.  This  manage- 
ment has  not  produced  all  the  good  that  was  expeded 
from  it.  The  new  proprietors  have  feldom  ventured  to 
keep  any  thing  upon  their  eftates  but  flieep  and  cattle, 
for  which  tliey  have  an  eafy,  certain,  and  advantageous 
market.  They  would  have  applied  themfelves  to  agricul- 
ture, which  requires  more  care,  greater  pecugiiaryencou- 
ragementsy  and  a  greater  number  of  hands,  if  the  com- 
pany did  not  infift  on  their  f  urnifhing  the  commodities  at 
the  fame  price  they  give  for  them  in  the  reft  of  the  ifland. 
At  this  prefent  time  there  are  no  more  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  flaves,  who  are  under  the  diredion  of 
a  fmall  nunxber  of  free  men.  The  produce  of  their  la- 
bours confifts  of  two  millions  weight  of  co£Fee,  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  pepper,  twenty  five 
thoufand  pounds  of  cotton,  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  in«* 
digo,  ten  million  of  fugar,  and  fix  thoufand  lecques  of 
areca.  The  two  laft  articles  have  been  cultivated  with 
more  fpirit  than  the  reft,  becaufe  private  perfons,  having 
the  liberty  to  purchafe  and  export  them,  pay  twenty 
per  cent,  dearer  for  them  than  the  company. 

T^£S£  commodities,  as  well  as  all  thofe  that  are  pro- 
duced in  Javan,  are  carried  to  Batavia,  which  is  built 
on  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  capital  of  Jacatra. 

A  CITY 
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A  CITY  which  haj  become  fo  considerable  a  mart, 
muft  have  received  many  fucceifive  improvements.  It 
i$  well  buih  ;  the  houfes,  though  not  magnificent,  are 
pteafanty  commodious^  and  well  furniflied  ;  the  (treets 
are  broad,  running  in  (trait  lines,  with  rows  of  large 
trees  on  each  fide,  and  canals  cut  through  them  ;  ihey 
are  always  clean,  though  it  has  not  been  thought  pro- 
per to  pave  them,  for  fear  of  increafing  the  heat  by  too 
flrong  a  refledion  of  the  fun's  rays.  All  the  public 
buildings  have  an  air  of  grandeur ;  and  the  generality 
«f  travellers  look  uponBataviaasoneof  the  fineft  cities 
in  the  world. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  including  the  fuburbs 
and  liberties,  does  not  exceed  an  hundred  thoufand.  The 
greateft  part  of  this  number  are  flaves.  Here  are  like- 
wife  Malayans,  Javanefe,  free  MacaiTars,  who  are  all  of 
them  indolent  enough  ;  and  Cbinefe,  who  have  the  ex-* 
ctufive  exercife  of  all  .trades,  are  the  only  cultivators  of 
the  fugar  cane,  and  manage  all  the  manufafkures.  The 
number  of  Europeans  may  amount  to  fen  thoufand ;  of 
thefe,  four  thoufand  born  in  India,  are,  to  an  inconceiv* 
able  degree,  degenerated.  This  ftrange  perverfion  is  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  generally  received  cuftom,  of  com- 
mitting the  care  of  their  education  to  flaves. 

The  corruptions  at  Batavia  have,  however,  been  ex- 
aggerated. Diflblute  manners  are  not  more  prevalent 
there  than  in  other  fettlements,  formed  by  the  Euro- 
peans in  Afia.  It  is  true  they  drink  to  excefs ;  but  the 
ties  of  marriage  are  held  facred.  None  but  unmarried 
men  keep  concubines,  who  are  generally  of  the  rank  of 
flaves.  The  •  priefts  have  endeavoured  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  conneftions,  which  are  always  fecret,  by 
refufing  to  baptize  the  offspring  of  them  ;  but  they  are 
become  lefs  rigid,  flnce  a  carpenter  belonging  to  the 

companyi 
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company,  who  chofc  his  fon  (hodd  be  of  fome  religion  BOOK 

or  other,  took  it  into  his  head  to  have  him  circum- 

cifed. 

Luxury  has  maintained  its  ground  more  fuccefsFuU 
I7  than  concubinage.     The  ladies  who  are  univerfallj 
ambitious  of  diftinguiihing  themfelves  by  the  richnefs 
of  their  drefs;  and  the  magnificence  of  their  equipage^ 
have  carried  their  tafte  for  finery  to  excefs.  They  never 
ftir  out  without  a  numerous  train  of  flaves ;  and  either 
ride  in  magnificent  cars,  or  are  carried  in  fuperb  palan- 
quins.    They  wear  gold  or  filver  tiflues,  or  fine  Chinefc 
fattins,  with  a  net  of  gold  thrown  over  them  ;  and  their 
head-drefs  is  loaded  with  pearls  and  diamonds.   In  1 758 
the  government  attempted  to  reform  thefe  extravagan- 
cies, by  prcfcribing  a  mode  of  drefs  fuitable  to  each 
rank.     Thefe  regulations  were  received  with  contempt, 
means  were  found  to  elude,  or  to  purchafe  an  immunity 
from  them  ;  and  no  change  took  place.     It  would,  in- 
deed, have  been  a  ftrange  fingularity,  if  the  ufe  of  pre- 
cious ilones  had  heen  difcontinued  in  the  country  that 
gave  them  birth  ;  and  that  the  Dutch  had  regulated  a 
fpccics  of  luxury  in  India,  which  they  brought  from 
thence  with  a  view  of  introducing,  or  increafing  it  in 
this  part  of  the  world.     The  force  and  example  of  an 
European  government  ftruggle  in  vain  againft  the  laws 
and  manners  of  the  cFimate  of  Afia. 

The  heats  which  might  naturally  be  expeSed  to  be 
cxceffive  at  Batavia,  are  allayed  by  an  agreeable  fea- 
breeze,  which  begins  to  blow  every  day  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  continues  till  four.  The  nights  are  rendered  cool 
by  land-breezes,  which  die  away  at  day-break.  It 
would  contribute  to  make  the  air  as  pure  as  the  (ky 
is  ferene,  if  they  made  their  canals  fomewhat  deeper, 

and 
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BOOK  and  erefied  fluices.  Difordcrs  are  not^  however^  verjr 
frequent  here.  The  mortality  thai  prevails  among.tbc 
foldiers  and  failors,  is  rather  owing  to  debaucheryy  bad 
proviiions  and  fatigue,  than  to  the  iaclei&ency  of  the 
climate. 

Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  than  the  environs 
one  or  two  leagues  round  the  capital.  The  country  is 
interfperfed  with  delightful  villas,  plantations  that  yield 
an  agreeable  fliade,  and  gardens  finely  ornamented,  and 
even  difpofed  with  tafie.  It  is  the  faihion  to  live  there 
all  the  year,  and  the  people  in  office  only  come  to  Ba- 
tavia  to  tranfafi  public  bufincfs.  Thcfc  charming  re- 
treats formerly  owed  their  tranquillity  to  forts  ereded 
at  a  certain  diftance  from  one  another^  to  prevent  the 
incuriions  of  the  Javanefe.  Since  thefe  people  have 
contrafted  a  habit  of  flavery^  thefe  redoubts  ferve  as 
barracks  for  the  refrefliment  of  the  recruits^  after  the 
fatigues  of  a  long  voyage. 

Batavia  is  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  bay, 
containing  feveral  iflands  of  a  middling  fize,  which  re- 
HA  the  impetuodty  of  the  fea.  It  is,  properly  fpeak*- 
ingy  a  road ;  but  is  as  fafe  a  retreat  from  ail  winds, 
and  in  all  feafons,  as  the  heft  harbour.  The  only  in- 
convenience is  the  difficulty  of  going,  in  fiormy  wea- 
ther, aboard  the  fliips  that  are  obliged  to  anchor  at  a 
confiderable  didance.  The  (hips  undergo  the  neceflary 
repairs  at  the  fmall  ifland  of  OnruA,  which  though  two 
leagues  and  a  half  diftant,  is  one  of  thofe  that  chiefly 
contribute  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  road.  It  forms  an 
excellent  dock,  is  well  fortified,  and  never  without 
three  or  four  hundred  European  carpenters ;  and  as  d 
veflels  can  eafily  take  in  their  lading  there,  magazines 
are  ereSed  for  the  reception  of  the  larger  kinds  of  roer- 
chandife  intended  for  exportation.  A  pretty  confidera- 
ble 
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kmr,  after  kt{\U%vaig  tho  &c\4$,  ^  refr»4it«  Bata-  BOOK 
Vib  feeias  to  fall  iaa>  thuffa,  on  purpofe  tofervf  m^  ,  j^* 
cbannt)  of  conosRwicatios  tfetwe^p  the  toivn  and  the 
Qilppisf^  T1m»  Hgbten  tb^t  aire  69n{ifHi4ly  meetiiig 
eflchoiher  in  tibi^  i>ftfl«ee#  «d  formerly  drew  t we Jve 
feet  water,  ^rc  i^^uc^  to  9ne-h»lf  i  th«  fands  ^d  riib^ 
biik  haye  foimed  a  bank>  K^hWh,  if  fiiffered  ^o  iftcf e»f^^ 
wili  prove  iwi  inconvenience,  and  OQ^tSwu  a  very  ooi«G* 
derable expfft<^  jt  isf  wbU  W0ftfc:whilp,  on  ac^mi  of 
Ike  impofUiwe  of  3a^viftr  tp  p^a  feriows attftnrittti to 
every  thing  tl^  may  ^omrjbjiite  to  the  impro^emene 
and  utility  of  it»s,foad^  wtieh  i^  *he  mofl  itiporladt 

gnein  India*  

An,  the  vefleU  ferttotH  by.thfttoK^aBjr  fromE^opo 
to  Afia  arriya  ih^re  f.  .^nii  fetce|^«  wliaf  goes  dir^ly 
£ro»  Bengal  a^d  C^low,  ib0y we  laden  in  thieirmtiira 
with  all  tbe.afucle?^  thcrfewhftile*,  whwh  leream 
amottg  ya  fo  mucfb  furpri»^  ^a4.  ^miration.       ; 

The  expcditionj  to  the  difeifcint  fea-^oHi  of  lodiife 
are  haniljf  jef^  l?erhap^i ;  t^y  jj?e  mo^e  o^nfokrfaJJe;» 
European  ifeflfeU  are  employed  it}  ^bis.f(ervioe4uf||»g^W* 
UBaVoidableftay  they  af^  phlig«d',^ iMrfie in  ifc^fcTO^, 
mote  feas^ .  , 

This  x\yp^f6ld  navigation  i^  founded  upon  i^aC  v^i^j^ 
conneQs  all  the  Dutch  fetilements  with  Batavl^  Thof^, 
that  lie  to  tbe^aft  are  led  from  theH^  fiiuatiooi  th;9  ira- 
ture  of  their  merchandiie^  aod  their  w:ant5|  to  Isef  p  ^, 
a  brii^er  p:>rrefpofide9ce  widv  it  tha^  the  reA.  Su^all 
of  them  are  obliged  to  hav9  pjtfs^-poru^  Any  (hip  Ixp- 
longii^  to  a  .private  pei;fonv  that  ihould  laegle^  i!hi&  pre- 
cautioi^  whUh  wa»  tal^eo;  tp  prevent  kaudolent  trade/ 
would  he  feiz^  hy  the  flo^;;  that  are  continually 
crjAtiinjg  in  theie  latitade^^  Wheil  they  arrive  at  |th^ 
place  of ,tb^  ddlin^tioQ^  they  debver  lothooonspany 
Voui       ,  P  fufh 
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Boot:  facK  of  their  commodittes  fts  they  have  rcfijrvcd  the  ex* 
^'*  clufive  trade  of  to  (hemfelvesy  and  difpofc  of  the  reft 
to  whom  they  pleafe.  The  flave^trade  conftitotes  on^ 
of  the  principal  hraiiches  of  the  commerce  laft  menhon** 
ed.  Six  thoufand  of  both  fexes  are  annuaHy  earned  to 
Batavia,  where  th^y  are  employed  in  domefiic  lervke» 
the  cultivation  of  the  land^,  or  manufadures.  The 
Chinefey  who  cannot  bring  or  invite  over  any  of  thcrr 
country  women^  make  their  choice  iimongtbe  Haves. 

To  thefe  articles  of  importation  may  be  added  thofe 
brought  every  year^  by  a  dozen  Chinefe  junks,  from 
Emoy,  L«impO|  and  Canton.-  Their  cargo  is  valued  at 
about  )hree  millions  (131,250/.)  :  and  confifts  of  cam-' 
p))ire>  porcelain,  IHfc  and  eotton  fluffs^  which  are  ufed 
tii  Batavia  and  the  reft  of  the  Dutch  cbtbnte»  ;  of  un- 
wrought  iilks,  whith  are  bought  by  the  company  when 
they 'are  in  any  confidtrable  quaijtity,  or  which,  when 
there  are  but  few  oft^Hettii-  are  fold  to  thofc  who  choofe 
to  fend  them  to  Macaflar  or  Sumatra,  where  the  gran- 
d«e^  have  pagnes  ntade  of  them  :  of  <tea>  which  was 
fwrm^ty*  engroffed  by  the  company^  but  is  now  giycn* 
up  to  private  traders,  who  fend  it  to  Europe,  where  it 
is  fold  by  the  company  who  dedu6l  forty  per  cent,  for 
the  freight.  This  tea  is  generally  bad,  and  of  the 
worft  fort. 

The  junks,  which  befides  the  aforementioned  arti- 
cles, regularly  bring  two  thoufand  Chinefe  to  Java,  who 
come  thither  in  hopes  of  niaking  their  fortunes,  carry 
back  flag's  pizzles  and  th^  fins  of  the  fliarkf  which  arc 
reckoned  among  the  delicacies  of  the  table  in  China. 
Another  article  they  receive  in  exchange  from  Batavia 
is.tripam,  to  the  annual  amount  of  two  rhoufand  peculs. 
Each^  pecul,  weighing  a  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds,  fells  from  twelve!  to  forty  livrcs  (from  10/.  6d,' 
to  tl:  i$s.)  according  to  its  quality.    It  grows  Only  two 

feet 
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feet  frbin  the  fea  upoii  the  barren  rocks  of  the  eaft,  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
ftnd  of  Cochin-china,  flrom  vrhfente  it  is  Carried  to  Bsl- 
tavia,  togetheir  i;rith  thoft  bird^s  ticfts  fo  much  cde* 
brated  All  ovfer  the  eaft  which  arfe  fotihd  ih  this  fam^ 
places.  A  pecul  bf  the  laft-rtientioned  trierchandife  fells 
from  ii4obto2ySbolivres>{from6lA  5/.  to  i2il.  lox.) 
and  thie  Cbinefe  carry  siway  one  thoufafid.  'thefeneft^ 
are  of  An  oval  Ihape^  an  inch  highi  thfefc  inbhbs  rounds 
and  weigh  about  half  an  oarice;  Thej  are  formed  by 
a  fpeciea  of  the  fwallow  ;  its  head,  breaft^  and  wings 
are  of  a  fine  blue»  and  its  body  milk  white.  They  are! 
compofed  of  the  fpawn  of  fi(hi  or  of  a  glutinous  froth 
vrhich  the  agitation  of  the  fea  leaves  upon  the  i-ocks,  td 
which  they  are  faftened  at  the-  bpttom  and  on  the  fide; 
When  feafoned  with  fait  and  fpices,  they  make  a  nou^ 
riihingy  wboUfome  and  delicious  jelly>  and  are  an  ar« 
tide  of  th6  higheft  luxiiry  at  the  tables  of  the  eafterri 
mohammedaris;  Their  whitenefs  confiitiites  theii-  de- 
licacy; The  Chinefe  likewife  cari-y  away  calin  and 
pepper,  though  the  company  referred  the  exportation 
of  thofe  articles  to  themfelves.  Their  pfincipal  agents 
pretend  for  their  own  advantagCi  that  thefe  exportati- 
ons  are  not  prejudicial  to  the  body  tirhich  has  intruftedl 
its  inteirefts  to  their  management; 

The  traffic  bf  the  Ghinefe  at  Batavia^  befides  thd 
merchattdife  they  export  from  thence^  brings  them  irf 
fome  ready  money;  This  Wealth  \i  incf'ealed  by  the 
tonfiderable  fums  that  the  Chinefe  fettled  at  Java  remit 
to  their  familiesi  arfd  by  the  fum§  fooncr  or  later  aniaf* 
fed  by  tbofe^  who,  content  with  their  fortune^  returor 
10  their  awh  Counttyi  of  which  they  fcldom  lofe  fight. 

TH££uro|>eaos  are  not  fo  well  treated  At  Batavia  asf 
the  Chinefe.  None  are  admitted  th^re  as  merchants 
but  the  Spaniards.  Their  (hips  conie  from  Manilla 
iirith  geld>  wUch  is  the  produce  of  the  ifland ;  and 

Pa  with 
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^  ?r^^  with  ccchifieAt  tnd  fnaftr^  brought  ffobi  Mexico. 
'  Thej  t!ak«f  in  excluttif  e,  linefis  for  their  owo  ufe  and 
that  of  Acapolco  ;  but  the  prbcipal  article  is  cinaamon^ 
the  cooftiiDpuon  of  wbi^  ii  mnch  i«creafed  by  the  ge^ 
neral  ufe  of  chocolate  ifk  the  Mw  warld>  and  the  pro-* 
grefs  it  is  daily  oi^kiag  in  Europe.  Since  the  Englifii 
and  French  have  failed  to  tbe  IHiiltpf>ines»  thd  former 
branch  of  thib  trade  bis  coofidierably  dfiClibed ;  the  lit* 
ter  fuffered  a  chan^  in  the  year  1759.  Before  that 
ttfne»  cfamamen  was  Ibid  to  the  Sp«nianis  at  a  moderate 
price ;  but*  at  prefeats  tbejf  are  cKpefilcki  to  ^^  the 
fame  that  it  bears  in  Europe,  This  imtovation  Ofxafio89 
a  coolnefs  between  the  tivoueoldnks..  The  confequences 
of  this  miftmderftanding  halve  not  cctna  to  onr  know* 
ledge. 

All  we  know  is»  that  the  French  hardfy  ever  go  to 
BatavJa  bnt  ikt  time  of  war;  They  puixhaferice  and 
arcade  there  for  the  idh  of  their  fliips  and  thdr  fettle- 
Inenta*'  and  make  their  payroeaits  for  thefe  commodflt'es 
in  (iUer  or  biits  of  exchange* 

The  Englifh  are  often er  feen  there*  AH  their  vef- 
fels  coming  from  Eor^ve  to  China  pu«  in ''at  this  har- 
boor  under  pretence  of  taking  in  freflt  water ;  but  in 
reality  with  a  view  of  vending  the  goods,  which  are 
the  property  of  the  (hip's  company,  confiftiflg  of  dbtbs, 
hardware,  glafles,  arms,  Madeira  wines,  ^nd  Portugit 
oils.  This  ctandeftine  trade  feldom  exceeds  a  miHion 
ofKyres.  (43, 7  5^^) 

BastOBs  theEngBfh  vttkk  fent  from  EB«%)pe^  there 
ave  three  or  four  belongingf  to  the  fame  narioOy  v^hich 
are  every  year  fitted  out  for  Batavia  ft^omdifFef^nt  part^ 
of  India.  They  have  attempted  to  fed  opium  and 
linens  ifaere,  but  have  b^en  obliged  to  cfifcontinae  this 
importatioA,  which  was  too  prejudicial  to>  private  'Mtr- 
eft  CO  be  permitved.  Th^  trade  is  limi^td  to  the  pur- 
chafe 
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chafe  of  fugar,  which  thtj  export  to  all  parts,  and  of  B  O  O  K 
mackj  prodigious  ^uantiiks  of  which  are  confumed  .   }} 
HI  their  colonies.    Arrack  is  a  kind  of  brandj  n)ade  of 
rice,  fyrup  of  itgifr,  and  cocoa*4ree)  whkJi,  after  be- 
ing fermented  together,  are  diftilled.     This  is  one  a- 
mongccher  braiidi6»of  trade  wMch  the  Dutch  l^  their 
ifldoflry,  ba?«  dtfriirad  the  Portuguefe  of.    The  art 
of  making  arrack^  which  was  originall/  eftaMiibed  at 
Goa,  has  (ot  the  moft  pan  been  iramferr ed  to  Batavia. 
All  iMpor^d  or  exported  commodities  pay  this  city 
a  tax  of  five  per  cent.    The  reventie  arifing  from  the 
cuftoms.is  fermed  at  the  rate  of   1,828,000  litres. 
(79>975/.)    The  extent  of  the  trade  muft  not  be  cfti- 
matcd  by  this  rute,  which,  however,   is  always  the 
moft  to  be  depended  upon.    The  people  m  office  pay 
what  they  think  proper,  and  the  company  pay  nothing, 
ss  that  wouW  be  paying  to  themfelves.    Though  they 
are  here,  a.s  well  as  in  other  places,  the  only  mer- 
chaftts  in  the  iffand,  the  profits  arifing  from  the  pro- 
dudions  peculiar  to  Batavia,  do  not  defray  the  expences 
of  this  celebrated  mart,  whkh  anroum  to  fix  miHions. 

(262»5O0/..) 

One  of  the  articks  idf  this  ^tpence,  which  is  un-  j^y^^ 
dduhtedly  very  %tt$k,  is  ^  fMinteBartce  of  a  cotKicil,  nerofcon- 
which  giws  Um  to  alt  fht  ftttlewients  in  India,  amt  ^^f^j"^*^-* 
has    the    fole    direSieti    <rf    afi^airs.      This    council  the  Dutch 
is   con»po<ed  ^  the  gOvefYidr  0f  the  I>iitch  Indies,  company 
Ae  dtrekor-gtncr^j  five  difeSors  in  ofcirtary,  and  a  g"  J"^eu. 
Cnall  iiumb«r  of  rxtraoi^kiayy  cbatlftllors^  which  hd  rope, 
have  no  vot^s,  a«d  only  fepply  the  place  of  the  deceafed 
counfeUors  in  ordinary,  till  fwictfSors  are  appointed. 

The  power  of  nomination  to  thefc  offices  is  verted 
in  the  direftion  at  home.  They  are  open  to  all  who 
have  money,  or  are  relations  or  retainers  to  the  gover- 
nor-general.   On  his  demife,  the  direfiors  in  ordinary 
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P  O  OK  provifionally  appoint  a  fucceflfor^  who  feldom  fails  tQ 
^^'       be  confirmed  in  his  employment.   If  the  contrary  hap-r 
pens,  he  is  not  admitted  into  the  council ;  but  may  en- 
joy all  the  honours  granted  to  the  prefidents  that  re-; 
tire. 

The  governor-general  reports  to  the  council  the  ftate 
pf  all  aflfairs  in  the  ifland  of  Ja?a ;  and  each  counfellor 
(hat  of  the  province  intruded  to  his  care.  The  direc-; 
tor  has  the  infpe^ipn  of  the  cheft  and  magazines  at 
Batavia,  which  fupply  the  reft  of  the  fettlements.  All 
purchafes>  and  all  Tales  are  direded  by  him.  •  The  fig. 
nature  of  the  company  i^  indifpenfs|bly  qecefiary  in  all 
commercial  tranfaQion?. 

Though  all  points  ought,  ftri&ly  fpefJcii%y  to  be; 
decided  in  the  council  by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  go- 
vernor-general feldom  fails  to  ezercife  an  uncontrouled 
authority.  This  influmice  is  owing  to  the  care  he  take^ 
to  admit  none  but  perfons  of  inferior  abilities^  and  to 
the  intere(l  they  find  in  making  their  court  to  him^  in 
order  to  advance  their  fortunes.  If,  on  any  occafion,. 
he  meets  with  an  oppofition  that  thwarts  his  defigns, 
he  is  at  liberty  to  take  his  own  meafures,  making  him- 
felf  anfwerahle  fyr  the  conf^qtien^e^. 

The  governor-general,  like  all  the  reft  of  the  offi- 
cers) is  apppinfed  only  fof  five  years,  but  ufually  hoMs 
his  place  during  life.  There  have  formerly  been  in^ 
fiances  of  goyernors-generalf  who  have  retired  from 
Ibufinefs,  to  paf^^  their  days  in  tranquillity  at  Batavia ; 
tut  the  ill  treatment  experiencc^d  from  their  fqcceflbrs, 
has,  of  late  years,  determined  them  to  remain  in  their 
port  till  death.  They  formerly  appeared  in  great  ftatc, 
but  it  was  laid  afide  by  gpvernor-gcpcral  Imhoff^  as 
ufelefs  and  troublefome.  Though  all  orders  of  men 
may  afpire  to  this  dignity,  none  of  the  army,  and  but 
fpw  of  the  gownj  have  been  known  to  obtain  it.    It  is 

always 
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Aways  glM  by  merchants,  becaure  the  fpirit  of  tKc  B  O  O  K 
company  is  entirely  commerjcial.    Thofc  ^ho  are  born  ,  J^^^ 
in  India  huve  feUem  fuffictent  addfefs  or  abilities  to 
pro<:«rc  it.     The  prcCeot  prefident,  however^  has  ne- 
ver been  in  Europe. 

Th£  falary  of.  this  principal  officer  is  but  flender; 
he  has  no  more  than  two  thoufand  livnes  (87/,  10/.)  a 
months  and  fuMHlencc  equal  to  his  pay.  The  greateft 
part  of  his  income  arifes  from  the  liberty  allowed  him, 
o£  taking  as  much  as  he  pleafes  from  the  magazines  at 
prime  coft>  and  from  the  liberty  he  aflfumes  of  trading 
to  any  extent  he  judges  convenient.  The  income  of  the 
counfellors,  members  of  the  council,  is  likewifc  very 
confidcrable,  though  the  company  allows  them  only 
four  hundred  Hvres  (i  7/,  10/.)  a  month,  and  goods  to 
the  fame  amount. 

The  council  meets  but  twice  a  week,  unlefs  jvhcn 
rome  extraordinary  events  require  a  more  ftria  attendr 
ance.  They  appoint  to  all  civil  and  military  cnjploy. 
menis  in  India,  except  thofe  of  the  writer  and  fergcant, 
which  they  thought  might  be  left,  without  inconveni- 
ence, at  the  difpofal  of  the  governors  of  the  refpeftive 
fettlements.  On  his  advancement  to  any  poft,  every 
man  is  obliged  to  take  an  oath,  that  he  has  neither 
promifed,  nor  given  any  thing,  to  obtain  his  employ- 
ment. This  cuftom,  which  is  very  ancient,  familia- 
rises people  to  falfe  oaths^  and  proves  no  bar  to  cor- 
ruption. Whoever  confiders  the  number  of  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  oaths  neceffary  to  be  taken  at  prefent  in  moft 
countries,  on  being  admitted  into  any  fociety  or  profefr 
fion  whatever,  will  be  lefs  furprized  to  find  prevarica- 
tion ftill  prevail  where  perjury  has.  ted  the  w^y. 

A1.J.  co/ineflions  of  commerce,  not  excepting  that  qf 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  are  made  by  the  council,  and 
the  refulx  of  them  always  falU  under  tjieir  cpgnjzancq. 

P  4  Even 
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8  O  O  K  Even  the  fiiips  fhat  fail  dire&ljr  from  Bengal  and  Cty* 
^  ..  too,  only  carry  to  Europa  ibc  invoices  of  their  <iftrgoe&, 
Their  accompti^  as  weti  at  all  oAarsar  are  font  (o  Ba^ 
tavia,  where  a  genam)  rogi(lef  is  kept  of  alUfikirs. 

The  council  of  India  is  not  a  feparate  Ifody,  nor  t^ 
it  independent.  l\  ads  ia  fiabordlnation  to  the  direftion 
eftaWilhed  in  t\\t  United  ?rOVraces.  Though  this  k, 
in  the  ftrift  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  direfltion,  the  care  of 
fjifpofirtg  of  th^  merchandife  twice  a  year,  is  divided 
i)etween  fix  chambers  concerned  in  this  commerce. 
Thetr  bufinefs  is  more  or  Icfs  according  to  the  funds 
that  belong  to  thein. 

The  general  affembly,  which  has  the  'ditefiklon  of 
the  bufinefs  of  the  company,  is  compofed  of  diredors 
of  all  the  chambers.  '  Amfterdam  nominates  eight; 
Zealand,  four ;  each  of  the  other  chambers,  one ; 
and  the  ftate  but  oiie.  Hence  we  fee  th^t  Amfterdami 
"having  half  the  number  of  voices,  has  oniy  one*  to  gain 
to  eiiaWe  it  to  turn  thefcale,  where  evefy  fju^ftion  is  to 
^e  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

This  body,  which  is  compofed  of  fevente^n  perfons, 
'meets  twice  or  thrice  a  year  during  fix  years  at  Am- 
fterdam,  and  two  at  Middleburg.  '  The  other  cham- 
"bers  are  too  inconfiderablti  to  enjoy  this  prerogative.  It 
having  been  found  by  experience,  that  the  fticcefs  fre- 
■quently  depended  on  fecrct  intrigues.  It  ;v^a3  propofed, 
about  the  middle  of  the  !aft  century,  to  chufe  four  of 
the  moft  able  of  the  fevenieen  deputies,  and  to  inveft 
them  with  authority  to  regulate  all  affairs  in  Europe 
"and  India,  without  the  confent  of  their  colleagues,  and 
without  being  obliged  even  to  aft  their  opinion. 

It  is  true,  their'  rtyfterlous  tranfaQions,  and  the 
eonfcquences  of  them,  cannot  long  be  kept*  a  fecret. 
The  iBcet  that  returns  at  tHe  end  of  the  fiimmer,  brings 
tlrpir  books  of  accounts  regularly  from  India.  They  are 

compareci 
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compared  with  thofc  iti  Europe.     Th«  general  balance  BOOK 
ef  the  company's  accounts  arc  always  publHhed  in  May.        H. 
Every  perfbn  concerned  knows  what  he  has  gained  or 
Joft.    The  gam  is  commonly  confiderable. 

The  company's  fund  did  not  at  firft  exceed 
12,919,680  Kvres  (585,236/.)  ;  Amfterdam  furnifhed 
7;349>839  (321,555'-  i^-  3^-) ;  Zealand,  2,667,764 
(116,714/.  13/.  6d.)  ;  Delft,  940,000  (41,125/.)  ; 
Rotterdam,  354,800  (15,522/.  lO/,) ;  Hoorn,  533,736 
(23,350/.  ipj.);  Enchuyfen,  l,'>73>550  (46,967/.  i64> 

3^.) ;  /       ■ 

This  fund  was  divided  into  fums  of  6,000  livres, 
(262/.  10/.)  which  were  called  (hares. 

Their  numbers  were  two  thoufand  one  hundred, 
(ince  1692  ;  however,  the  profits  are  divided  into  two 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty.  It  was  then  that 
jthe  company,  who  had  always  been  proteScd  by  the 
houfe  of  Orange,  and  ftill  ftoodtnneedbf  itsaffiftance, 
made  the  ftadtholder  a  prefent  of  a  revenue  of  thirty 
^ares  for  life. 

The  (hares  fell  for  ready  money,  or  upon  credit, 
like  merchandife.  No  other  form  is  requifite  than  to 
fubflitote  the  name  of  the  buyer  for  that  of  the  feller 
in  the  company's  books,  the  only  title  by  which  they 
arc  held  by  the  proprietor.  Avarice  and  the  fpirit  of 
commerce  have  invented  another  method  of  acquiring 
a  HnAfe  in  this  traffic.  Perfons  who  have  no  flock  to 
fell,  and  who  do  not  intend  to  boy,  enter  into  a  rect- 
procti  engagement,  that  one  of  the  parties  ftmll  deliver, 
ftnd  the  other  receive  a  certain  number,  at  fuch  a  time, 
at  a  price  agreed  upon.  On  the  day  fixed,  they  com- 
pute ihfi  difference  between  the  current  price  of  the 
ttocks  and  their  value  when  the  agreement  was  made  ; 
they  fettle  the  balance  of  the  account  in  money,  and 

the 
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B  O  O  K  the  tranfadiofi^  is  oyer.  The  de)^  of  gaitting,  and 
the  fear  of  iofing  h^  thefe  fpeculatioinSf  is  produ£live 
of  great  anxiety.  They  invent  good^  or  bad  news ; 
they  favour  or  oppofe  the  reports  of  others  ;  they  try 
to  penetrate  the  fecrets  of  the  court,  or  tjl>  purchafe  thofe 
of  foreign  miniders.  Thefe  dafliing^nterefts  have  of- 
ten difturbed  the  public  tranquillity.  Matters  have 
even  been  carried  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  pujriic 
have  been  obliged  to  take  roeafi/res  to  put  a  ft9fp  to 
the  rage  of  (lock-jobbing.  The  mod  efficacio>!^s  me- 
thod has  been  to  declare  all  bargk^ns  of  fale^^r  time 
null  and  void,  unlefs  it  appears,  b^^-the^  company's 
books,  that  the  feller  was  a  proprietor  at  the  time  the 
bargain  was  made.  Men  of  honour  hold  themfelves 
obliged  to  fulfil  their  engagements  notwithftanding  this 
law  :  but  it  is  natural  to  think  that  it  mud,  and  indeed 
it  does,  make  thefe  tranfadions  lefs  frequent. 

The  price  of  (locks,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as 
the  true  thermometer  of  the  company,  has  often  varied. 
Injudicious  or  unfuccefsful  treaties,  freAi  competitions, 
accidents  unavoidably  attending  an  exteniive  commerce, 
the  tranquillity  or  the  difturbances  of  India,  and  of  Eu- 
rope in  particular,  have  occafioned  thefe  changes.  Fpr 
fome  years  the  (landing  price  of  (locks  has  been  two 
hundred  and  forty  per  cent,  more  than  their  original 
value.  They  formerly  rofe  as  ^igh  as  fix  hundred  and 
fifty  per  cent.  So  confiderable  an  advance  muft  have 
greatly  enriched  the  original  proprietors  of  thefe  funds, 
and  the  families  that  inherit  them :  but  the  prefent  pur- 
chafers  feldom  get  more  than  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  intereft  for  their  money.  This  remarkable  prof- 
perity  has  no  parallel  in  hiftory.  Let  us  try  to  explain 
the  caufes  of  it. 
Cawfesof  TjiE  earlieft  fuccefs  of  the  company  was  owing  to 
^'^^  o?thV  ^^^^^  having  the  good  fortune,  in  lefs  than  half  a  cen- 
company.  tury, 
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iurft  to  take  more  than  three  hundred  Portugqefe  vef-*  BOOK 
fels.  Tfaefe  fliips,  fome  of  which  were  bound  (or  £u« 
fOfe,  and  others  for  different  fearports  in  India,  were 
laden  with  the  fpoils  of  Afia.  This  wealthy  which  the 
captors  had  the  honefly  not  to  meddle  with^  brought 
to  the  company  immenfe  returns,  or  ferved  to  procure 
ihem.  Thus  the  fales  were  very  confiderable,  though 
the  exports  were  very  moderate. 

The  decline  of  the  maritime  power  of  the  Portu? 
guefe,  encouraged  the  Dutch  to  attack  the  fettlements 
]>elonging  to  that  nation,  and  greatly  facilitated   the 
conquefts  of  them.     They  found  the  forts  (Irongly 
built,  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  provided 
with  every  thing  that  government  and  the  rich  indi- 
viduals of  a  vidorious  nation  might  naturally  be  fup- 
ppfe^i  to  have  colleSed  together  for  their  proteSion. 
To  form  ^  juft  idea  of  this  advantage,  we  need  only 
foniider  what  it  has  coil  other  nations  to  obtain  per- 
miilion  to  fix  in  an  advantageous  fituation,  to  build 
houfes,  magazines,   and  forts  ;    and   to    procure  all 
the  conveniences  neceflary  for  their  fecurity,  or  their 
commerce. 

When  the  company  found  themfelves  in  pofleilion 
of  fo  many  rich  and  well  eftabliflied  fettlements,  they 
did  not  give  way  to  a  grafping  ambition.  They  were 
defirous  of.  extending  their  commerce,  not  their  con- 
quefts.  They  can  hardly  be  accufed  of  any  inftances  of 
injuftice,  except  thofe  that  feemed  neceflary  to  fecure 
their  power.  The  Eaft  was  no  longer  a  icene  of  blood* 
ihcd,  as  it  had  been  at  the  time^  when  the  dcfire  of 
jiiftinguifliing  themfelves  by  martial  exploits,  and  the 
rage  of  making  profelytes,  gave  the  Portuguefc  a  me* 
nacing  air  wherever  they  appeared  in  the  Indies. 

The  Dutch  feemed  to  have  arrived  rather  to  re- 
venge, and  refcue  the  natives  of  the  country,  than  to 
'  °  enflave 
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B  O  O  E  enflaTC  them.     They  maintained  no  wars  with  themf 

^[ ^  but  fuch  ts  were  neccffary  to  procure  fettlements  upon 

their  coaftS}  and  to  oblige  them  to  enter  into  treaties 
of  commerce.  It  is  true,  thefe  people  received  no  ad- 
vantage from  them  9  and  were  deprived  of  a  great  part 
of  their  liberty ;  but  in  other  refpeds,  their  new  maf- 
teriy  rather  lefs  barbarous  than  the  conquerors  they 
difpoflefledy  left  the  Indians  at  liberty  to  govern  them- 
ielvcsy  and  did  not  compel  them  to  change  their  laws, 
their  manners^  or  their  religion. 

Bt  their  manner  of  polling  and  diftributing  their 
forces,  they  contrived  to  keep  the  people  in  awe, 
whom  they  had  at  (irft  conciliated  by  their  behavioor. 
If  we  except  Cochin  and  Malacca,  they  had  nothing 
upon  the  continent  but  fadories  and  fmall  forts.  The 
iflands  of  Java  and  Ceylon  contained  their  troops  and 
magazines :  and  from  thence  their  (hips  maintained 
their  authority,  and  proteded  their  trade  throughout 
the  Indies. 

This  trade  becatne  vtrj  confiderabte  by  the  fpices 
falling  into  their  hands,  after  the  deftrudion  of  the 
Portuguefe  fettlements.  The  demand  for  this  valuable 
article  has  been  more  or  lefs  extenfive,  according  to 
ctrcumftances.  At  prefcnt  they  fell  every  year  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  cloves  in  India,  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  in  Europe  :  the  price 
in  both  parts  of  the  world  is  fixed  at  ten  livres  (8/.  gd.) 
a  pound.  Though  the  Dutch  give  no  more  than  eight 
fols,  and  a  few  deniers  (about  Sd,i  or  gd,)  a  pounds  it 
cofts  them  four  livres,  fix  fols  (about  3/.  gd,),  on  ac- 
count of  charges  and  deficiencies.  India  takes  off  no 
more  than  a  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  nutmegs, 
whereas  Europe  confumes  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand. It  is  bought  at  the  rate  of  two  fols,  three  deniers 
(about  id,i)  a  pound,  and  the  necefTary  expences  bring 

it 


IN  TOE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  .121 

it  to  two  li vrest  ten  fols  (2/.  td  J).  It  feHs  for  fe vcn  BOOK 
livrcsy  ten  fols  (6/.  64,^),  on  this  fide  the  cape>  and 
for  BO  mere  than  five  Uvres,  twelve  fols  (4/*  lod^)^ 
en  the  other  fide.  This  difference  will  never  induce 
tnj  merchant  to  bring  us  the  nutmeg ;  becauie  the  nuti 
that  are  fent  all  oyer  Afia  are  ihri veiled »  have  no  oil  in 
tbem»  andefien  decay.  Ten  thottftnd  pounds  of  mace 
i«  fofficient  for  the  fuf^ly  of  Indta^  a  hundred  tbou&nd 
for  that  of  Europe.  The  prinw  cod  is  fixteen  hisf 
fixdcnunrs  (aboutS^/^Da  pound,  it  rifes  to  ^ve  livrea 
eight  fols  (about  4/.  8^.^)>  and  is  fold  every  where  at 
twehie  livres  fixteen  fols  (about  i  ix.  ad,^.  As  for  the 
dittaaDron,  the  xonfumption  of  it  in  Europe  does  not 
exceed  four  hundred  thoufand  weight,  and  in  India 
does  notamount  to  two  hundred  thoufand ;  the  greatcft 
part  of  which  ia  fent  to  Msniila  for  the  ufe  of  Spaniflt 
Aincrtca.  It  is  eivery  where  fold  by  the  company  at 
prtfem,  at  the  rate  of  ten  livrea  ten  fols  (about  9/. 
2^.^)  a  pound,  though  it  does  not  coft  them  twelve 
M%  (about  6i/;ir)-  '^^  which  they  refufe  to  purchafe, 
as  being  tod  ooarfe,  is  ortade  into  oii.  They  maike 
prefents  of  it  to  the  powers  of  Afia  who  do  not  chufe 
to  purchaiejit:  amd  it  fells  here  from  about  twenty  to 
ftftyor  fiittyliyrca(i7/.  6d.  to  %L  lax.  6rf.)  an  ounce. 
The  fmeH  is  fo  (Irong,  and  at  the  fiime  time  (o  agree- 
able, that  it  wkDuld  be  commonly,  if  uot  univetfally 
uFed,  if  the  tXateh  didnot  aft  fo  high  a  price  for  it :  it 
being  more  for  their  advantage  to  fetl  this  fpice  in  its 

original  form. 

We  cjinnm  concVude  this  important^article  without 
obfet^ing,  that  in  proportion  as  the  company's  profits 
have  decreafed,  they  have  raiftd  the  price  of  fpicts 
both  in  IW^  Md  Europe.  Thi$,  though  in  itfelf  a 
bad  expedienti  his  not  injured  in  any  great  degree, 

however. 
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BOOK  however,  the  falc  of  clovfes  alid  nutmegs  for  ^BfcB 
^-  there  is  no  rucccdiiTiettm.  But  the  cafe  has  hich  olher-^ 
wife  in  regard  to  cinnamon.  A  fpuribus  kind  has,  irf 
feveral  markets,  been  fubftituted  for  the  genuine  ;  aiid 
this  branch  of  commerce  is  vifibly  on  the  decline,  and 
will  continue  to  be  more  fo  eveiy  da^. 

The  company  have  fpared  no  paini  to  preftfrv^  the' 
exclufive  trade  of  pepper,  which  they  held  for  feme 
time.  I'hough  their  attempts  have  not  beeti  quhcf 
fuccefsful>  they  have  fo  far  gained  their  point,  aS  W 
maintain  a  confidenible  fuperiority  over  their  compe- 
titors. The  quantity  they  fell  of  this  article  in  Europe 
antounts  to  five  millions  weight,  and  three  millions  five 
hundred  weight  in  India.  The  company  purchafe  it^ 
upon  the  whole>  at  thlrty«-fix  livrts  (lA  lis.  6d.)  ft 
hundredweight,  and  fell  it  to  us  at  a  hundred  livres^ 
(4/.  7/.  64.)  and  from  forty-eight  to  fcventy-two  Ji- 
vres,  (about  aA  12/.  6J.  on  an  average.)  to  the  people 
of  Afia* 

In  confequence  of  the  fale  of  fpices,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Intlia  trade  muft  of  courfe  fail  into  the  hands  of 
the  Dutch.  The  neceillty  of  exporting  thern^  gavt 
them  an  opportunity  of  appropriating  to  themfel ves  fe-^ 
veral  other  branches  of  cominerce.  In  procefs  of  time 
they  became  matters  of  the  coafting  trade  of  Afia,  as- 
they  were  already  of  that  of  Europe*  Thi^niivigatioii 
employed  a  great  nnmfoet  of  fliips  and  failorSf  whol 
vithout  caufing  any  esipence  to  the  con^pany  contribu- 
ted to  its  fecurity. 

By  virtue  of  tbefe  fupefior  advantages,  they  Were 
enabled,  for  a  long  time,  ro  prevent  the  attempts  of 
other  nations  to  intf^rfiBcei^  the  Indian  trade^or  to  make 
ihem  abortive.  The  produce  of  this  rich  country  came 
to  the  £uit>peans  through  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  i 
Who  never  experienced  thofe  rcftraints  from  their  coun- 
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try,  which  have  in  Utcr  times  been  impofed  every  S  O  O  it 
where  eFfe.  The  government^  convinced  that  the 
proceedings  of  other  nations  neither  ought,  nor  could 
be  a  rule  to  dire£l  theirs,  always  gave  the  cohipany 
leave  to  difpofe  of  their  merchandize  at  the  capital 
freely,  and  without  referve.  At  the  time  this  fociety 
was  inftituted,  the  united  provinces  had  neither  any 
manufadures  nor  crude  materials  to'work  upon.  It  was, 
therefore^  at  that  time,  no  inconvenience,  but  rather 
a  point  of  great  policy,  to  allow,  and  even  encourage, 
the  citizens  to  wear  linens  and  ftuffs  imported  from 
India.  T^be  various  manufadures  which  were  intro-' 
duced  into  the  republic,  in  confequence  of  the  repeal 
of  the  edid  of  Nantz,  might  have  induced  them  to  lay 
afide  the  thoughts  of  purchaftng  their  cloathing  from 
fo  remote  a  country  ;  but  the  fondhefs  that  prevailed 
in  Europe  at  that  time  for  French  fafliions,  had  given 
fo  advantageous  an  opening  for  the'manufadures  of  the 
refugees,  :th^t  thty  had  not  the  lead  idea  of  departing 
from  the  ancient  channel.  Since  the  high  price  of  la^ 
bour,  the  neceflfary  confequence  of  a  redundancy  of 
ca(h,  has  leflened  the  manufadures,  and  obliged  the 
nation  to  trade  upon  a  frugal  plan,  India  (luffs  have  had 
a  greater  run  than  ever.  It  was  thought  that  fewer  in- 
conveniencies  would  arife  from  enriching  the  Indians 
than  the  Englilh  or  French,  whofe  profperity  would 
not  fail  to  haften  the  ruin  of  a  ftate,  whofe  opulence  is 
only  fupported  by  the  raihn^fsj  the  difputes,  or  indo- 
lence of  other  powers. 

This  wife  condud  has  retarded  the  decline  of  the 
company  ;  but  the  change  is  at  laft  cffeaed,  notwith- 
ftandingthe  flattermg  illufions  of  an  imaginary  profperi- 
ty.   A  detail  of  f a»8  will  fet  this  truth  in  a  clear  I  igh  t. 

We  have  feen  that  the  original  fund  of  the  company* 
which  has  never  been  fince  angmented,  was  no  more 

than 
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B  O  ok  tluiA  I2^i9y68alivres.  (Sdj^aj^S/^  Wkh  this  flemfor 
2^^^^_^  capita^  tbey  attacked  the  Spaniards  md  PoriHgHafe  int 
the  Indum  fets^  gained  conqaeftt  over  tllefe>  iheo  war* 
like  iMtM<is«  and  over  the  peo|>le  of  Aiia^  whA  imm^ 
bers  ti^  Ic^fti  rendered  thccn  fomridaUe  9  they  fofmed 
maggEineSf  boilt  eitiesf  anct  ereded  forts  wilfaoutiiism* 
ber  ;  and  eftablilhed.  or  faf  ported  thtir  commerce  hf 
force  of  arms<  'ithefe  amazing  e^pfences  kUled  ficoffl 
ks  fifft  inftitiition  till  the  yMT  16659  the  sera  nrfaenadl 
their  ac^tnifnioos  were  made^  nil  their  fettlements  fonn« 
ed.  During  this  loOg  and  reftleft  period,  Cbe  annnal 
return,  anaountf  d  to  twenty  and  three^ioroths  per  cent* 
•  The  company  had  afterwards  no^occafion  to  fend  one 
fleet  after  another  unto  the  eaft^  taaflifirt  the  domtnioii 
of  thofe  fcaa,  to  raife  tiew  armks  to  infadue  or  itwe 
their  enemies,  or  to  UnUh  their  blood  nod  trcafiirr  id 
fecujrinK  their  poQeflionf «  Their  operatioaa  were  only 
thoTe  of  a  briik  and  ddvantageoos  icomiiierce;  aod^ 
confequentiy,  their  dividend,  til  the  year  ty^i,  tn-« 
creafed  to  about  three  and  twenty  per  ^ent*  It  faaa^ 
fince  that  tin;ie  graduaUy  fallen  to  twemy»  fifteen,  and 
even  lower.  We  forefee  a  ftill  fart:hey  redtA^ionk  It  i» 
aeceilary  to  Aate  the  reafons  of  (his  conje^ure. 

It  is  demoailrated^  that  at  the  define.  ^  ^^^  book' 
Ih  1751,  tbe  capital  of  thecompaayio  lB<tia  did  not 
amoupt  to  more  than  71,000,000  livres,  (3iJo6»ii5o/.> 
the  fleet  that  was  on  its  way  to  Europe  flood  tbeti  ia 
i9,aoopOoo,  (84io^oai>/)  and  the  vffkh  fitte4  oot  for 
India  in  3,000,000  of  livres*.  (13.1,45^9/0  TMy  bads 
debt  of  14,000,000  of  livres  (612,500/.)  in  Indi^^  and 
were  aa»400,ooo  litres  {^Sotoooi^  in  afraacs  10  £u^ 
rope.  Confequentiy  ihz  fiock  of  the  coiapany^  altclu^ 
fiv^  of  their  forti&ca^ions,  did  not  eot^ted  S6t^ft,oc)0 
livres.  (^,485, 000/.) 

Of 
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Op  thi9  fum^  inooniiderable-  ts  It  was^  thore  were  on*  BOOK 
}y  33^400,000  livrc»(i,023,75o/.)in<:ominercialcffeas; ,  ^}*^ 
that  is  to  fajy  ready"  ftioney,  mcrohindizCf  and  good 
debts.  The  rena^kider  confi(kd  ol  bad  debts  to  the 
amoant  of  three  mtUions,  (131,250/.)  and-  of  doubtful 
enes- to  the  amount  of  6,600,000  livres ;  (288,750/.) 
8>ooo,ooo  livres  {s$6,ooo/,)  allotted  for  provifton  for 
the  table ;  1,400,000  (61,250/*)  for  brails  cannon ;  for 
irdn  ordnance,  bullets,  and  balls,  500,000  ;  (21,875/.) 
for  mnikets  and  emniunition  1,800,000 ;  (789750/.)  for 
plate  200,000  ;  (8,750/.)  for  flave*  300,000;  (i'3,i^5/)p 
for  cattle  and  horfes  200,060  ;*  (8,750/0  and  for  gQoda 
entered  from  dij^ent  parts  of  India  for  Batam 
11,200,000  litres.  (490,000^) 

It  remains  ta  examine^  what  profits  the  company 
have  been  able  to  make  with  fo  weak  a  capital.  Their 
gains,  as  far  as  it  is  poffible  to  compote  them,  ainnttally 
amount  to  25,4OOiO0O'Kvres,  (c,!  1 1,230/.)  but  thdr 
ordinary  e:xpenccs  amoent  to  18^0,000,  (8i3>?5o/.) 
and  their  dividend,*  foppofingit  to  1)6  twenty-five  per 
cent,  to  3,330,000  ;  (f45>687A  lo/.)  confequently 
they  have  only  470,000  livfe^  (20,5/^2/.  lO/.)  remain-* 
ing,  to  defray  the  expence  of  war,  .th<^)ofe  of  their  ma- 
gazines b7  fire,  or  their  veiTeh  by  fear  and  all  that  train 
of*  evils  which  human  prudence  can  neither  forefte  Hoi? 

prevent. 

This  ftatc  of  the  matter  muft  appear  to  Jhofc  «*o 
fee  things  at  a  diftance,  to  have  fo  little  probability^  that 
we  (houtd  not  have  ventured  to  warrant  the  truth  of  if, 
if  we  had  not  before  us  governor-general  Mo^ePs  cor-^ 
refpondence  with  the  dircaioft..  This  difcerning  and 
Mt  iiJniintfttator  confiders  the  company  as  an  exhauft* 
ed  body  ^hat  is  fuftained  by  cordials  :  it  is»  as  he  cx- 
prefes  himfclf,  a  leaky  veflTel,  that  is  kept  from  founder- 
ing only  by  the  pump. 
'    VCH..L  Q-  This 
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S  ?f  ^  ^  This  deplorable  fituation,  which  will  reduce  the 
GompaAy  to  the  neceffity  of  borrowing  money  upon 
their  dipitaUorof  leflening  their  dividend  ftill  nu>re»  if 
any  new  misfbrtune  ihould  happen*  muft  have  had  its 
caufes,  and  thofe  too  very  confiderable.  The  mod  ob- 
vious of  all  is  the  multitude  of  petty  wars  which  have 
followed  each  other  without  interruption. 
Reafontof  The  inhabitants  of  the  Moluccas  had  fcarce  reto- 
of^tllr^'"*  vercd  from  the  ajlonjibment  into  which  they  had  been 
company,  thrown  by  the  vidories  gained  by  the  Dutch*  over  a 
people  whom  they  looked  upon  as  invincible,  when 
they  grew  impatient  of  the  yoke.  The  company* 
drcsdiifg  the  con£tqi)ences  of  this  difcontent*  made  war 
upon  the  king  of  Ternate*  to  oblige  him  to  confent  to 
the  eztirpadpiiof/he  cloyc-tree  everywhere  except  in 
Aoibdyna.  Th^  iflanders  in  Banda  were  utterly  exter- 
minated* becaufe  •  they  refufed  to  bqpome  thf  ir  flayes. 
Ma^flar»  in  ord^r  (o^ibpport.  their  intereftsykept  up  a 
confiderable  force  for  a  long  time%  The  lois  of  For- 
nnoTa  brought  ^n.  the  fiiin  of  the  fadories  of  Tonkin 
and  Siam.  Thf^y^  were  obliged  to  take  up  arms  to  fup- 
port  the  exQli^iyes  trade: of  Sumatra.  Malacca  was 
befieged*  its  terrilocy  ravaged*  and  its  navigation  Inter- 
nipted  by:  pirates-..  Negapatan  was  twice  attacked; 
Q(>pbin  was.^ngaged  .in /efifting  the  attempts  of  the 
kings  of  Calicut,  and  Travancor ;  Ceylon  has  been  a 
(oe»e,'of'p€;rpQti]al4ifturbances;  which  are  full  as  fre- 
qu6nt#  and  flill  more  violent  at^  Jaya^  where  peace  can 
never  Continue  Iqi^*  unlefs  the  company  will  giv;e  a 
reafoitabie  price  for  the  commodities  they  require.  They 
have  engaged  in  bloody  contefts  with  an  European  na- 
tion, whofe  power  in  India  increaijjs  every  day,  and 
•whoTe  charaSeris  not  that  of  moderation.  All  thcfe 
wars .  have,  proved  ruinous*  more  ruinous*  indeed*  than 
might  have  been  ezpeded,  becaufe  thofe  .who  had  the 
.:  .V  ^^  *      man^ement 
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mtn«gemem  of  them  only  fought  opportunities  of  en-  BOOK 
riehing  themfdves,  ^     !!• 

These^  notorious  diflcnfions,  Jiavc  in  manj  places 
been  followed  by  odious  oppreffions ;  which  have  been 
praaifed  at  Japan,  China,  Cambodia,  Arrackan,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  at  Achem,  Coronaandcl,  Surat  in 
Perfia,  at  Baflfoca,  Mocfao,  and  other  places.  The  great- 
eft  part  of  the  countries  in  India  are  filled  with  tyrants 
who  prefer  piracy  to  comnierce,  who  acknowledge  no 
right  but  that  of  power,  and  think  that  whatever  is  ^ 
prafticable,  is  juft. 

The  profits  accruing  to  the  company  from  the  pla* 
ces  where  their  trade  met  wkh  no  interruption,  for  a 
long  time  counterbalanced  the  loffes  they  fuftained  in 
others  by  tyranny  or  anarchy:  but  other Europetnna- 
J'ODs  deprived  them  of  this  indemnification.  This 
competition  obliged  them  to  buy  dearer,  and  to  fell 
cheaper..  Their  natMral  advantages  might*  perhaps, 
have  enabled  them  to  fupport  this  misfortune,  if  their 
rivals  had  not  determined  to  thrp^  the  trade  of  India 
to  India  into  the  bands  of  private  merchants.  By  this 
cxpreiEon  we  dre.  to  underftand  the  operations  neceilary 
to  tranfport  th<5  pierchandifC'  of  one  country  in  Afia  to 
another  in  Afia  ;  from  China,  Bengal,  and  Surat,  for 
inftiance,  to  the  Philippines,  Perfia,  and  Arabia.  By 
means  of  this  cii'culation,  by  a  noultiplicity  of  exchanges, 
the  Dutch  obtained  for  nothing,  or  for  a  trifle,  the  rich 
cargoes  they  brought  toEurope.  The  adivity,  oecono- 
my  and  (kill  of  the  free  merchants  drove  the  company 
from  all  the  fea^ports  where  equal  favour  was  (hewn. 
Their  flag  was  feldom  feen  in  the  roads  where  eight  or 
ten  Engliih  veflfels  appeared. 

This  revolution,  which  fo  clearly  pointed  out  to 
them  what  fteps  they  had  to  take,  did  not  fet  them  right 
with  refpeA  to  a  meafure  that  was  deflruSive  to  trade. 

0,2  They 
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S  a  O  K  They  bad  been  accuftoipcd  to  ctrry  all  their  Indian  and 
j^'_   ^  European  mcrchandife  to  Batavia,  from  whence  it  was 
diilributed  among  the  different  fadories  who  fold  it  to 
advantage.    This  cuftom  occafioned  expence  and  \ofs 
of  time»  the  inconvenience  of  which  were  not  perceived 
while  their  profits  were  fo  enormous.    When  otherna- 
tions  carried  on  a  dire&  trade,  it  became  indifpenfably 
neceflkry  to  relinquifli  a  fyftem,  not  otily  bad  in  itfelfi 
but  incompatible  with  circum(Unces,    The  don»inioB 
of  cuftom,  however,  ftill  prevails ;  and  it  was  faid  to 
be  owing  to  the  company's  appreheniions  that  their  fer^ 
vants  WDuM  make  an  iH  ufecf  any  innovation,  that  they 
did  not  adopt  a  meafure,  the  neceflity  of  which  was  fo 
fully  demonftratied« 

This  nootive  was  pfx>bably  nothing  more  than  a  pre- 
text which  ierved  as  a  cover  to  pivate  intereft.  The 
frauds  of  the  comini&ries  were  more  than  winked  at. 
The  principal  ones  had  for  the  moft  part  been  exad  in 
their  condu€t«  They  were  under  the  direSien  of  ad- 
mirids  who  vifited  ail  the  fadories,  were  invefted  with 
abfoluie  powers  in  India,  and,  at  the  conclufionof  every 
voyage,  "gave  an  atcount  in  Europe  of  their  admiirillra- 
tion.  In  propoitioo  as  the  government  became  tefs  ac- 
tive, the  agents,  who  were  not  foftrtSty  watched,  grevr 
more  remifs.  .  They  abandoned  themfelves  to  effemina- 
cy, a  habit  of  which  is  eafily  contrafifced  in  hot  countries. 
The  number  of  thefe  perfons  was  obliged  to  be  increafed: 
and  no  one  made  a  capital  pointof  <;orreding  an  abufe> 
which  gave  thepeoplem  power  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
viding for  their  dependents.  They  went  to  Afia  with  a 
view  of  making  a  con(iderable  fortune  tn  a  (hort  time. 
Being  prohibited  from  trading ;  their  appointments  not 
being  fufficient  to  main  tarn  them,  and  all  honeft  ways 
of  enriching  themfelves  being  flint  againft  them,  they 
had  rctoUrfe  to  malpraSices.     The  company  were 

cheated 
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cheated  in  all  their  affiiirs  by  fadors  vho  had  no  intereft  BOOK 
in  their  profperity.    Thcfe  diforders  grew  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  it  was  propofed  to  allow  a  premium  of  five 
per  cent,  upon  ail  commodities  fold  or  bought,  which 
was  to  be  divided  among  all  the  fervants  according  to 
their  ranks.    Upon  thefe  terms,  they  were  obliged  to 
take  an  oath  that  their  account  was  juft.  This  arrange- 
ment lafled  but  five  years ;  it  being  found  that  corrup<- 
tion  prevailed  as  much  as  ever  :  the  premium  and  the 
oath  were  abolifhed  ;  and  from  this  period  the  agents 
aikany  confideration  for  their  trouble  that  their  avarice 
hath  prompted  them  to. 

The  contagion,  which  at  firft  infefled  the  lower  fac- 
tories, gradually  reached  the  principal  fettlements,  and, 
at  laft,  Batavia  itfelf.  So  great  a  fimplicity  prevailed 
there  at  firft,  that  the  members  of  the  government  ufual- 
ly  drefled  like  common  failors,  and  never  wore  decent 
deaths  but  in  their  council-chamber.  This  modefty 
was  accompanied  with  fo  diilinguiihed  a  probity,  that 
before  the  year  1650,  not  one  remarkable  fortune  had 
been  made:  but  this  unheard*of  prodigy  of  virtne  could 
xiot  be  of  long  duration.  We  have  feen  warlike  re- 
publics conquer  and  make  acquifitions  for  their  coun- 
try^ and  fill  the  public  treafury  with  the  fpoils  of  king- 
doms. But  we  ihall  never  fee  the  citizens  of  a  com- 
mercial republic  amafs  riches,  for  a  particular  body  in 
tbe  ftate,  from  which  they  derive  neither  glory,  nor 
profit.  The  aufterity  of  republican  principles  muft  of 
coorfe  give  place  to  the  example  of  the  people  of  the 
caft.  This  relaxation  of  manners  was  more  fenfibly 
peicetved  in  the  capital  of  the  colony,  where  the  articles 
of  luxury  that  came  from  all  parts  j  and  the  air  of  mag- 
nificence it  was  thought  necfeffary  to  throw  round  the 
ftdmiiiiftration,  introduced  a  tafte  for  fhew.  This  tafle 
occafioned  a  corruption  of  manners ;  and  thts  :corrup«- 

Q.3  tion 
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^  Sr^  ^  ^*"*  of  manners  mardc  all  methods  of  getting  money  alike 
indiflferent.  Even  the  appearance  of  decency  was  fo 
far  difregardedy  that  a  governor-general  finding  him- 
felf  convided  of  plundering  the  finances  withoot  mer- 
cy»  made  no  fcruple  of  juftifying  his  condud  by  (hew- 
ing a  carte  blanche  (igned  by  the  company. 

How  could  the  condu£t  of  the  governors  be  reme- 
died when  their  depravation  could  not  be  forefeen  in  the 
infancy  of  the  republic*  where  a  purity  of  manners  and 
frugality  prevailed  ?  In  thefe  fettlements  of  the  Dutch, 
the  laws  had  been  made  for  virtuous  men  ;  other  man- 
ners required  other  laws. 

These  diforders  might  have  been  reprefled  iti.  their 
firft  beginnings,  if  they  had  not  naturally  made  the  fame 
progrefs  in  EUirope  as  in  Ada.  But  as  a  river  that  over- 
flows its  banks  colleds  more  mud  than  water  in  Us  paf- 
fage,  fo  the  vices  which  riches  bring  along  with  them, 
iiicreafe  fafter  than  riches  themfeives.  The  ppfl  of  di^ 
reSor,  which  was  at  firft  allotted  to  able  merchants, 
vras»  at  length,  vefted  in  great  families,  where  it  is  held 
with  the  magiftracies,  by  virtue  of  which;  it  was  firft 
proctired.  Thefe  families,  engaged  in  politi<;al  views, 
or  in  the  fervice  of  adminiftration,  confidered  thefe 
|)oft5,  which  they  had  ravilhed  from  the  company,  only 
in  the  light  of  a  confiderable  income,  or  an  eafy  pro- 
viiton  for  their  relations ;  fome  of  them  even  as  oppor* 
tunities  of  making  a  bad  ufe  of  their  credit.  The  bufi- 
nefs  of  receiving  accounts,  hearing  debates,  and  qariy- 
ing  on  the  nioft  important  tranfadions  of  the  company, 
was  left  to  a  fecretary,  who,  under  the  plaufible  title  of 
advocat^i  became  the  fole  manager  of  all  the  afiairs. 
The  governors,  who  met  1^^  twice  a  year,  in  fpring  and 
autumn,  at  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  fleets,  for* 
got  the  habit  and  track  of  all  b^(ine(s  which  requires  a 
ccmftant  attention.    They  were  obliged  to  repofe  an  in- 

tirc 
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tire  confidence  in  a  perfon  appointed  by  the  rtate'to  B  O  O  t 
make  eztrafis  from  all  the  difpatches  that  arrived  from. 
India^  and  to  draw  up  the  form  of  the  anfwers  that  were 
to  be  returned.  This  guide,  who  was  fonoetimes  inca- 
pable^ often  bribed^  and  always  fufpicious,  frequently 
led  thofe  he  had  the  conducing  of  the  brink  of  a  preci- 
pice where  he  left  thenti  to  fall. 

Th£  fpirit  of  commerce  arifes  from  intereft,  and  in- 
tereft  always  occafions  difputes.  Each  chamber  wanted 
to  hgift  docks,  arfenals,  and  magazines,  for  the  (hips 
they  were  to  fit  out.  Offices  were  muhiplied>  atjd  frauds 
were  encouraged  by  fo  wrong  a  proceeding. 

It  was  a  maxim  in  every  department  to  furniih  goods 
as  it  had  a  right  to  do,  in  proportion  to  its  armaments.  - 
Thefe  goods  were  not  alike  proper  for  the  places  for 
which  they  were  deftinedj  and  were  either  not  fold  at . 
all,  or  fold  to  difadvantage. 

When  circumftances  called  for  extraordinary  fup- 
plies,  a  fpirit  of  puerile  vanity,  which  is  afraid  of  be- 
traying its  weaknefs  by  confeffing  its  wants,  led  them 
to  avoid  borrowing  money  in  Holland>  where  they 
would  have  paid  only  an  intereft  of  three  per  tent ;  and 
to  have  rccoufe  to  Batavia,  where  money  was  at  fix,  or 
more  frequently  to  Bengal^  or  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  ^ 
where  it  was  at  nine  per  cent,  and  ibmeiimes  much 
higher.     Abufes  were  multiplied  on  all  fides. 

The  ftates-general,  whofc  bufinefs  it  was  to  examine* 
every  three  years,  into  the  ftate  of  the  company  ;  to 
fatisfy  themfelves  that  they  kept  within  the  limits  af- 
fighed  by  their  grant ;  to  fee  that  juftice  was  adminif- 
iered  to  theperfons  concerned;  and  that  the  trade  was 
carried  on  in  a  manner  that  was  not  prejudiciaHo  the 
republic  ;  might,  and  ought  to  have,  put  a  flop  to  thcfe 
irregularities.  Whatever  their  reafons  might  be,  this 
was  never  done«    In  confequence  of  this  behaviour, 

QL4  they 
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3  O  O  K  they  had  the  morcificatioa  to  Tee  ^he  fitroprietors  usire 
t  ^L,^^  in  conferring  upon  the  laft  iUdtbplflei-  the  fupremt  <li- 
region  of  their  a&irs  in  Europe  and  India!  without  be- 
ing aware  of  the  danger  that  might,  refiilt  from  the  ia- 
Huence  that  a  perpetual  preQdent  of  the  ilaie  mufthtve 
over  a  rich  and  powerful  body.    J^fot witbftat)ding  thil, 
the  dividend  is  at  this  tioie  larger,  and  tJw  price  of 
flocks  higher.    A  certaia  pernaature  deaths  has  drawn 
m  veil  over  .the  plan  of  reformation  that  had  been  coii* 
certed.     Neceifity  will  oblige  them  to  refoiiic^»  wi<!h 
fuch  wife  precautionsf  no  doubts  as  JBay  pfevent  the 
abufe  of  that  power^  againft  which  they  think  dvem- 
feives  bound  toproteft. 
Meafures        Th£  firil  ftep  muft  be»  to  coilvince  tben^felv^s  that 
thatremain  |he  government  of  tl^e  company  is  t^oc^mpUcated  eveh 
^^^jV^*!^^]*  in  Eorqpe.    A  direQion  vefted  in  fo  many  chambers, 
eftablifli-     and  in  (uch  a  number  of  diredorjS,  muft  be  Attended 
mcnt  of      ^jiIj  ipfijiite  inconveniences.    It  is  in^offibks  thi^t  the 
pany'8  si-    fampTpirit  (hould  operate  every  where  alike>  and  that 
fairs.  the  tranfa^Sions  ibould  be  carried  on  without  reccivii^  a 

tin^ure  fron>  the  oppofite  views  of  the  perfbns  who 
condud  them  in.  different  places*  without  concert  or 
connexion.  Unity  of  defign*  fo  necelTary  in  the  fine 
arts,  is  equally  advantageous  in  foutioefs.  It  will  be  m 
vain  objeSed  that  U  k  the  intereft  of  all  democratical 
Aates  to  divide  their  wealthy  And  to  make  the  eftates  of 
the  citizens  as  equal  z$  poflibte^  This  maxim  in  itfelf 
true»  is  not  applicable  to  a  republic  that  has  no  territoryt 
and  maintains  itfelf  naerdy  by  its  commerce.  It.wiH 
therefore  be  expedient  that  every  article  tH>t»ght  or  fold 
ihould  fall  under  one  general  infpedion>apd  b^  brougii^ 
into  one  port.  The  favings  tknt.  would  be  m^dcp would 
be  the  leaft  ^vantage  the  company  would  rfceivefrem 
this  alteration. 

From 
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From  this  piace^  which  would  he  the  center  of  in-  BOOK 
telligeace  from  all  quarters^  deputations  might  be  fent 
to  inquire  into,  and  correct  ahufes  in  the  remoted  parts 
of  Afia.    'J  he  conduft  of  the  Dutch  towards  the  In- 
dian princes,  from  whom  they  have  forcibly  extorted  an 
cxclufive  commerce,  will  be  one  of  the  firft  objeSs  of 
their  confideratton.     They  have,  for  a  long  lime,  be- 
haved towards  them  with  ^n  infoient  pride  ;  have  at- 
tempted to  iearn  the  fecr ets  of  their  government ;  and 
to  engage  them  in  quarrels  with  fheir  neighbours  ;  they 
they  have  fomented  divifions  among  their  fubjeds,  and 
/hewn  a  diftruft  mixed  with  animofity  ;  they  have  obli- 
ged ihem  to  make  facrifices  which  they  never  promifed ; 
and  deprived  them  of  advantages  fecuredto  them  by  the 
terms  pf  capitulation.     All  thcfe  intolerable  ads  of  ty- 
ranny, occafion  frequent  difturbances,  which  fometimes 
end  in  hoftilities.     To  reftore  haritiony,  which  is  a  tafk 
that  grows  more  neceflary  and  more  difficult  every  dayt 
agents  ibould  be  appointed,  who»  to  a  fpirit  of  modera- 
tion, join  a  knowledge  of  the  ihterefts,  cuftoms^  lan- 
guage, religion,  and  manners  of  thefe  nations.    At  pre- 
fent,  perba4>S)  the  company  may  be  unprovided  with  pen- 
fonsof  this  charader  :  but  it  concerns  them  to  procure 
them*    Perhaps  too  they  might  find  thetn  aifiong  the 
fuperimeiKlants  of  their  fddories,  which  they  have  every 
reafen  to  induce  them  to  abandon. 

The  difcerhing  part  of  the  merchants  of  all  nations 
unanimouily  agreej  that  tlie  Dutch  Settlements  in  India 
are  too  numerous :  and  that  by  leflening  their  number^ 
they  would  greatly  reduce  their  expences,  without  con* 
fining  their  commerce.  The  company  cannot  poflibiy 
be  ignorant  of  what  is  fo  geilerally  known.  One  would 
be  apt  to  think,  they  were  induced  to  continue  the  fac*^ 
toriea  that  were  d^argeable  to  them,  to  prevent  a  fufpt* 
cmk  ths^  they  vrere  not  in  a  coAditioo  to  maintain  them. 

But 
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^  ^fT^  ^  ^*  *^*'  ^^^'^  confidcration  (hould  fway  them  no  lon- 
ger. All  that  deferves  their  attention^  is  to  make  a  due 
diftindion  between  what  it  is  convenient  to  part  with» 
and  advantageous  to  retain.  They  have  before  them  a 
feries  of  fads  and  experiments,  which  muft  prevent 
any  mi  (lake  in  an  arrangement  of  fuch  importance. 

In  the  fubordinante  fa3ories»  which  they  may  think 
proper  to  continue  for  the  advantagjeof  trade^  they  will 
demoliih  all  ufelefs  fortifications ;  they  will  dtflfbive  the 
councils  efiabliihed  out  of  oftentation  rather  than  necef- 
fity  :  and  they  will  proportion  the  number  of  their  fer- 
vants  to  the  extent  of  their  bufinefs.    Let  the  company 
call  to  mind  thofc  happy  tinfies,  when  two  or  three  fac- 
tors chofen  with  judgment,  fent  out  cargoes  infinitely 
more  confiderable  than  any  they  have  received  fince; 
when  they  raifed  amazing  profits  upon  their  goods, 
which,  in  prdcefs  of  time,  have  been  diverted  into  the 
pockets  of  their  numerous  agents;  and  then  they  will 
not  hefitate  a  moment  to'  return  to  their  old  maxims, 
and  to  prefer  a  fimplicity  which  made  them  rich,  to  an 
empty  parade  that  ruins  them.    Thefe  diforders  were 
owing  to  their  own  ihifcondud.    The  Europeans,  fet- 
tled in  their  colonies,  lived  in  difgrace  if  they  were  not 
engaged  in  their  fervice.   Every  expedient  was  tried  to 
extricate  tbemfelves  from  a  (late  of  humiliation  which 
it  was  impoffible  to  endure.   The  fuperintendants  fuffer- 
ed  tbemfelves  to  be  corrupted  ;  and  employments  were 
multiplied  without  neceflity  and  without  meafure.    Let 
them  difcountenance  a  prejudice,  which^  in  whatever 
light  it  is  viewed,  is  unjuft  and  pernicious ;  and  the  re- 
formation we  are  pointing  out  will  eafily  be  atcomplilhed. 
It  will  be  attended  with  greater  difficulties  in  the 
large  colonies.  The  company's  agents  there  are  a  more 
numerous,  reputable,  and  in  proportion,  a  more  opulent 
body,  and  confequently  iefs  cfifpofed  to  fubmit  toiiny  re- 
gulations. 
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gulalions.  .  It  is,  however,  neceffary  to  reduce  them  B  O  O  K 
to  order. :  fince  the  abufes  they  have  either  introduced, 
or  winked  at,  muft  fooner  or  later  inevitably  bring  on 
the  .ruin  of  the  interefts,  over  which  they  prefide. 
The  mifmanagemeiit  that  prevails  in  the  work-(hops» 
magazines,  docks,  and  arfenals  at  Batavia,  and  other 
large  fettlcments,  is  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled.  The 
mal-pradices  of  the  fuperintendants  and  fubordinate 
officers  are  fo  notorious,  that  according  to  the  moft 
favourable  reprefcntations,  at  lead  two  thirds  might  be 
f^vcd  if  the  buildtngs,  works  and  repairs  were  execut- 
ed by  contract. 

Th^Sk  arrangements  would  lead  to  others  dill  more 
confiderable.  At  their  iirft  rife,  the  company  eftablifh* 
fd  fixed  and  precife  rules,  which  were  not  to  be  de- 
parted from  on  any  pretence,  or  on  anyoccafion  what- 
foever.  Their  fervants  were  mere  machines,  thefmalU 
eft  movements  of  which  were  wound  up  before-hand. 
They  judged  this  abfolute  and  univerfal  diredion  necef- 
fary to  correS  what  was  amifs  in  the  choice  of  their 
agents,  who  were  moft  of  then)  drawn  out  of  obfcu- 
rity,  and  had  not  the  advantage  of  that  careful  educa- 
tion which  would  have  enlarged  their  ideas.  The  com- 
pany thennfelves  did  not  fufFer  the  lead  variation  in  their 
own  conduct:,  and  to  this  invariable  uniformity,  they 
attributed  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprifes.  The  fre- 
quent misfortunes,  which  this  fydem  occafioned,  did 
not  prevail  with  them  to  lay  it  afide ;  and  they  always 
adhered  obftinateJy  to  their  firft  plan.  In  this  they  were 
not  guided  by  refledion,  but  followed  a  blind  impulfe. 
At  this  time  of  the  day,  when  they  can  no  longer  com- 
mit errors  with  impunity,  it  is  neceffary  they  ihould 
make  fome  alterations.  Tired  of  maintaining  a  difad- 
vantageous  druggie  with  the  free  traders  of  other  na- 
tions, they  ihould  refolvc  to  leave  the  commerce. from 

one 
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B  O  O  K  one  part  of  India  to  another,  to  private  pcrfons.  This 
^*  bappy  innovation  would  make  their  colonies  richer  and 
*  more  powerful  They  themfelves  would  reap  more 
advantage  from  the  cuftoms  that  would  be  paid  in  their 
fadoriesy  than  they  receive  from  the  faint  eflForts  of  an 
expiring  comiyrce.  Every  things  even  the  (hips  that 
are  too  old  to  be  fent  to  Europey  would  turn  to  accoaot. 
The  navigators  in  thefe  fettlements  would  be  glad  to 
make  ufe  of  them  in  thofe  calm  feas. 

Perhaps  the  company  might  carry  the  plan  of  re- 
formation ftill  further.  Would  it  not  be  a  proper 
fcheme  to  rcfign  the  trade  of  linens  exported  to  Eu- 
rope to  individuak?  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  v^ith 
their  operations;  know  very  well  that  they  gain  no 
more  than  thirty  per  cent,  by  this  article^  which  is  ai- 
rways fold  to  them  at  a  dear  rate  by  their  agents, 
though  it  is  bought  with  their  own  money.  If  we 
dedu€k  from  this  profitf  the  averages,  the  intereft  of 
advance-money,  the  falaries  of  the  commiflaries,  and 
the  hazards  at  fea,  the  remainder  will  be  very  trifling. 
Would  not  twenty  per  cent,  freight,  which  the  free 
merchants  would  readily  give,  be  of  greater  advantage 
to  the  company  ? 

They  would  then  be  releafed  from  the  cares  and 
reilraints  of  their  prefent  commerce,  and  the  port  of 
Batavia  would  be  open  to  all  nations ;  who  would  load 
their  {hips  with  the  merchandize  of  Europe ;  virith  the 
goods  bought  by  the  compafiy,  at  a  low  price,  of  the 
Indian  princes,  with  whom  they  carry  on  an  exclufive 
trade ;  and  with  the  fpices  deftined  for  all  the  fea^port^ 
in  Afia,  where  the  confumption  would  necdTarily  in- 
creafe.  The  facrifice  ihey  would  make  to  the  general 
freedom  of  trade,  would  be  amply  rewarded  by  the 
certain,  eafy  and  advantageotis  fale  of  fpices  in  Eur^p^* 

The  progrefs  of  corruption  would  be  ftopt  by  adhering 

to 
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to  fo  plain  a  rule  of  admtntftration ;  and  order  would  be  B  O  O  K 
eftabliflied  on  fuch  firm  grounds^  that  it  would  require  ,  J  1 
but  little  c^re  to  prefenre  it. 

The  neceflity  of  making  the  internal  arrangement) 
we  propofe»  is  fo  nouch  the  more  urgent,  as  this  com- 
pany are  in  imminent  danger  of  lofmg  the  conftituent 
part  of  their  power^  and  of  having  the  fpice  trade 
taken  from  them. 

'   It  is  confidently  reported  that  the  dove-tree  is  no 
longer  to  be  found  any  where  but  aft  Amboyna ;  but 
this  is  a  miAake.    Before  the  Dutcti  got  pofleffion  of 
the  Moluccas,  properly  fo  called,  all  the  iflands  in  this 
archipelago  were  covered  with  thefe  trees :  they  or-, 
dered  them  to  be  puHed  up,  and  continue  to  fend  two 
floops,  each  having  twelve  foldiers  on  board,  with  or- 
ders to  deftroy  it  wherever  it  m^dci  its  appearance.  But 
not  to  lay  any  ftrefs  here  upon  the  baCenefs  of  fuch  ava- 
rice, which  counterads  the  boufaty  of  nature,  thefe  ex* 
tirpators,   with  all  their  induftry,   can  only  execute 
their  commillion  upon  the  coaft.    Were  three  hundred 
men  to  be  continually  employed  In  traverfing  the  fo-. 
refts,  they  would  not  be  able  fplly  to  anfwer  the  inten- 
tion of  their  employers.     The  earth  rebels  agaioft  this 
devaftation,  and  feems  to  refift  the  wickednefs  of  men. 
The  clove  fprings  up  under  the  inftrument  that  deftroys 
it,  and  mocks  the  unfeeling  indudry  of  the  Dutch',  who 
wi(h  to  fee  nothing  grow  but  for  the^nfelves.  The  Eng- 
lifli  that  are  fettled  at  Sumatra  have,  for  fome  year^^ 
fcnt  cloves  to  their  mother  country,  which  they  obtain 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Bally,  who  gather  them  in  places 
"where,  it  is  pretended,  they  no  longer  exiit. 
'  It*  is  equally  a  miftake  that  the  nutmeg-tree  Is  con- 
fined to  Banda :  it  grows  in  New  Quinea,  and  in  ^the 
iHands  that  lie  near  that  coaft.    The  Maflays,  the  only 
people  who  held  any  correfpondcnce  with  thefe  fierce 

nations. 
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BOOK  nations,  have  carried  the  produce  of  this  tree  to  Qata-: 
viaj  the  precautions  that  have  been  taken  to  conceal 
the  knowledge  of  this  fad  have  only  ferved  the  more 
fully  to  confirm  it ;  and  its  truth  is  fupported  by  fo 
many  atteftations,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  enteruin  a 
doubt  of  it. 

If»  however,  the  certainty  of  thefe  fads  fliould.be 
called  in  queftion ;  if  either  habit  or  tradition  (hould 
make  it  believed  that  the  Spaniards  fettled  at  the  Phi- 
lippines could  not^  with  great  advantage  to  themfelves, 
eafily  procure  the  clove  and  nutmeg- tree ;  it  niuft  on 
all  hands  be  acknowledged,  that,  in  thefe  reoiote  feas, 
an  event  has  happened,  which  merits  a  ferious  attention* 
The  ftrait  of  Lombok  has  been  difcovered  by  the  Eng- 
lifli :  in  confequence  of  this  difcovery,  they  have  pene- 
trated as  far  as  Safiara,  which  lies  betweei;i  New  Gui- 
nea aiid  the  Molucca  Iflands.  This  ifland  is  found  to 
be  in  the  fame  latitude,  to  have  the  fame  foil,  and  the 
fame  climate,  with  thpfe  that  produce  thefpices,  and 
t;hey  have  formed  a  fettlement  upon  it.  Is  it  credible 
that  this  a€tive  and  perfevering  nation  will  lo/e  fight  of 
the  only  objed  they  can  propofe  to  tbemfelves  from 
this  Ctuatioh  ?  or  that  they  will  be  discouraged  by  the 
obftacles  they  may  meet  with  ?  Could  we  fuppofe  the 
conripany  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  charader  of  their 
rivals,  their  (ituation  would  no  longer  be  doubtful;  it 
would  be  defperate. 

Setting  aflde  thisconteft  between  trading  interefts, 
Vbe  Dutch  have  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  of  one  of  a 
flower  and  more  defiru^ivekind«    All  circumftances, 

■  « 

particularly  their  manner  of  conducing  their  forces 
both  by  fea  and  land,  confpire  to  invite  their  enemies 
to  attack  them. 

The  company  have  a  fleet  of  about  a  hundred  (hips, 
from  fix  hundred  to  a  thoufand  tons  burthens.  Twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  are  annually  fent  out  from  Europe,  and 

a  fmallcr 
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a  fmaller  number  returns.  Thofe  that  are  not  in  a  con«  BOOK 
dition  to  return^  make  voyages  in  India»  where  the  fcasy 
except  tho(e  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Japan,  are  focalnni^ 
that  weaker  veffels  may  fail  in  them  with  fafcty:    In 
times  of  profound  peace  the  (hips  fail  feparately,  but 
on  their  return  they  always  form  two  fleets  at  the  cape^ 
which  come  by  the  Orcades,  where  two  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  Republic  wait  to  convoy  them  to  Holland. 
In  time  of  war  this  detour  was  contrived  to  avoid  the 
enemy's  privateers;  and  they  continue  to  make  ufe  of 
it  in  time  of  peace,  to  prevent  contraband  trade.    It 
was  found  diflScult  to  procure  failors  who  would  en- 
counter the  cold  blafts  of  the  north,  after  being  ufed  to 
hot  climates;  but  this  difficulty  was  furmounted,  by 
offering  two  nionths  pay  extraordinary.    This  cuftbm 
has  been  continued  even  when  contrary  winds  or  (torms 
drove  the  fleets  into  the  channel.    The  cbanxber  of 
Amfterdam  attempted  but  once  to  fupprefs  this  cuflom  ; 
but  they  were  in  danger  of  being  burnt  by  the  populacet 
who,  like  the  reft  of  the  nation,  difapproved  of  the  ar-t 
bitrary  proceedings  of  the  company,  and  lamented  their 
exclufive  privilege.  The  company's  navy  is  conimanx^-!' 
ed  by  officers  who  were  orginally  failors  or  cabin-boys  ^ 
they  are  qualified  for  pilots,  and  for  working  a  (hip,  but 
they  have  not  the  leaft  notion  of  naval  evolutions,  not 
to  mention  that  from  the  defe£ts  of  their  education  they 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  love  of  glory,  or  of  inculcating 
it  into  that  clafs  of  men  who  are  under  their  command. 

Thiir  conduft  is  ftill  worfe  with  regard  to  their  land, 
forces.  Soldiers  who  have  deferted  from  every  nation 
in  Europe  may,  indeed,  be  expefied  not  to  want  cou-^ 
rage;  but  their  provifion  and  clothing  is  fo  bad,  and  they; 
are  fo  much  barralTed,  that  they  are  averfe  from  the  fei*-, 
vice.  The  officers,  who,  fpr  the  mpft. part,  originally 
belonged  to  fome  low  profe(Gon,  in  which  thfey  got  a* 
fum  fufficient  to  purchafe  their  pofts,  arc  incapable  ol^ 

inftlfuig 
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I  O  O  K  infufing  into  them  a  military  fpirit.  ^  The  contempt  in 
which  a  people  purely  commercial  hold  thofc  whofc 
fituation  dooms  them  to  an  involuntary  power,  toge« 
tber  with  their  averfion  from  war,  contributes  greatly 
to  degrade  and  difpirit  them.  To  th.efe  feveral  caufes 
cf  their  inadivity,  weaknefs,  and  want  of  difciplinci 
may  be  fubjoined  another,  which  is  equally  applicable 
both  to  the  land  and  Tea  fervice. 

Th£R%  is  notj  perhaps,  in  the  moil  flaviih  govern- 
n>ents  fo  dtfhonourable  and  iniquitous  a  mode  of  raifing 
(earaen  and  foldierst  &»  that  which  has,  for  a  long  timci 
been  pradifed  by  the  company.  Their  agents,  called 
by  the  people  vendeurs  d^ames  (kidnappers)  who  are  aU 
ways  bufy  in  the  territories,  and  even  beyond  the  boun- 
daries of  the  republick,  make  it  their  employment  to 
intice  credulous  men  to  cimbark  for  India,  iii  hopes  of 
making  a  confiderable  fortune  in  a  (hort  time.  TBofe 
who  are  allured  by  the  bait  are  enrolled,  and  receive 
two  mor^ths  pay,  which  is  always  given  to  their  be- 
trayer. They  enter  into  an  engagement  of  three  hqn- 
dredMivres,  (13I.  2s.  6d.)  which  is  the  profit  of  the 
perfbn  th^t  entifts  them,  who  is  pbliged  by  this  agree- 
ment to  furnifli  them  with  fome  clot^hes  worth  ajbout  a 
tenth  part  of  that  fum.  The  debt  is  fecured  by  one  of 
the  company's  bills,  but  it  is  never  paid  unlefs  the  debt- 
or lives  long  enough  to  dirchai|;e  it  out  of  bis  pay. 

A  COMPANY  which  fupports  itfelf,  notwithftanding 
this  contempt  for  the  military  order  and  with  {bldiers 
fo  corrupted,  ihould  enable  us  to  determine  the  pro- 
grefs  which  the  arts  of  negociation  have  ipptade  in  thefe 
latter  ages.  It  has  ever  been  neceQary  to  iupply  the 
want  of  ftrength  by  treaties,  by  patience,  by  ^q^ni- 
fiony  and  by  jartifice ;  but  republicans  jSiould  |be  well 
infor,ni^d,that  foc^  a  ftate  can  only  be  a  precf^rious  one, 
^!^d  that  political  meafures  how  well  foever  they  ma/ 
\ifi  f  fm^bined,  are  not  always  able  to  refift  the  torrent 

of 
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cf  violence  and  the  neocfllty  df  cmMmdmctB,     The  *  <)  O  K 

compaoy  (b^\i]i  b«ve  troops  ccmpofedof  cttisen6,'<rhkrli 

«  bf  no  moaiT*  nnpoffi^le.    It  caii  never  wfpire  that 

fufciic  fjptru  of  enthttfe-1«i  for  glory  wliich  k  has  not  it- 

fel£.  ki  rlr>i6  refpefit  it  i«  tltc  fainc  wMi  A  cotnpany  «s  Vrth 

«  governmefir,  wKidi  fli^eaW  fcrm  i*s  troops  upon  thofe 

f rincipies  onVy  t^at  ftfetti€%afisi>f  rts  o^vn  conftrtution. 

Occononay,  dt>d  the4e<5re<]ff  gain  arc  the  principles  rf 

Ml*o*n«ftr«tt©n  adopted  by  the  company.     Tiitfe  are  the 

motives  thai  Ihould  attac^h  the  foMier  to  their  fervice. 

As  he  ts  engaged  in  tommercial  expeditions,  he  (hould 

fee  adfured  of  -a  reward  proportioned  to  the  means  he 

^lath  exerted  in  forwarding  their  fuccefs,  and  his  pay 

fcould  %e  made  out  to  him  inflodc.     Then  perfonal  in- 

lereftyfar  from  weakening  the  generatlintcntions,  wiH 

only  fcr*c  {to  itri^ngthen  them. 

Ir  ithefe  refle^tioneihould  not  prevail  upon  the  compa- 

i^y  to  irtter  this  important  part  of  their  adminiftration. 

Jet  them  at  letfft  he  awakened  by  the  profpeS  of  the 

dangers  that  threaten  them.    If  they  were  attaclced  in 

india,  they  ^ould  be  deprived  df  their  fettlements  there 

in  lefe  rime  ifh^n  it  has  taken  them  to  wrett  them  from 

^ht  Portugodfe.    Their  bed  towns  have  neither  covert 

ways,  nor  jgiacis,  nor  oetwortis,  and  would  not  hold  out 

a  week.  They  are  never  ftock:ed  with  proVifious,  though 

they  are  always  "filled  with  waflikie  (lores.    There  are 

fiet  mere  than  ten  thoufand  men,  whites  and  blacks,  tp 

defend  them  and  there  ihould  be  double  (hat  number. 

Tfecfe-difad vantages  woidd  not  be  compenfated  by  the  re- 

fources  of  the  navy.  The  cpmpany'bas  not  a  fihgle  veflel 

of  the  line  in  all  its  ports,  and  it  would  he  impoflible  to 

arm  the  merchantmen  aslhipsof  war.Thelargeft  of  thofe 

that  return  to^urope  have  not  one  hundred  men;  ai\d 

if  the  men  difperfed  in  all  the<hips  that  fail  to  India  wer^ 

coHi^acd,  there  -wovdd  not  be  a  fufficient  number  to  fopm 

one  fingle  (hip's  crew.     Any  man  accuftomcd  to  calcu- 

VOL.  I.      '  R  late 
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BOOK  late  probable  events  would  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  the 
^'*  power  of  the  Dutch  might  be  annihilated  in  Afia^  be- 
fore the  ftate  could  come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  cotnpa- 
ny.  The  only  bafis  upon  which  this  apparently  gigan- 
tic G>loflu8  is  Bxedy  is  the  Molucca  iflands.  Six  men  of 
war  and  fifteen  hundred  land  forces  would  be  more  than 
fufficient  to  fecure  the  conqueft  of  them,  which  might 
be  efFeded  either  by  the  French  or  the  Englifli. 

If  the  French  (hould  form  this  enterprize»  their  fqua- 
dron  might  fail  from  the  iile  of  France,  and  bear  down 
upon  Ternate»  where  a  commencement  of  hoftilities 
would  give  the  firft  intelligence  of  its  arrival  in  thofe 
Teas,  A  fort  without  outworks,  and  which  might  be  bat- 
tered from  the  (hips,  would  not  make  much  refiftance. 
Amboyna  which  formerly  had  a  rampart,  a  bad  ditch, 
and  four  fmall  baftions,  has  been  fo  frequently  demoliih- 
by  earthquakes,  that  it  cannot  be  in  a  condition  to  put  a 
flop  to  an  enterprifing  enemy  for  two  days.    Banda  has 
its  peculiar  difficulties.     There  is  no  bottom  round  thefe 
iflands,  and  there  are  fuch  violent  currents,  that  if  two 
or  three  channels  which  lead  up  to  it  were  mifled,  the 
veffels  would  be  unavoidably  carried  away  under  the 
wind.     But  this  might  be  eafily  prevented  by  the  pilots 
W  Amboyna.     There  is  nothing  more  to  attack  than  a 
wall  without  a  ditch,  or  a  covert  way,  defended  only  by 
Tour  baftlons  in  bad  condition.    A  fmall  fort  ereded 
upon  an  eminence  that  commands  the  place,  could  not 
defend  itfelf  four  and  twenty  hours. 

All  thofe  who  have  feen  the  Moluccas,  and  examin- 
ed them  attentively,  agree,  that  they  would  not  hold 
out  one  month  againft  the  forces  we  have  mentioned. 
If,  as  it  is  probable,  the  garrifons,  which  are  i)ot  half 
•  Jo  numerous  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  exafperated  with 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  treated,  (hould  refufe  to 

fight,  or  (hould  make  but  a  feeble  refiflancei  the  coo- 
quell 
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queft  would  be  more  rapid.  To  fecure  it  as  firmly  as  B  ^^  ^ 
It  deferves,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  pofleflion 
of  Batavia ;  a  circumftance  not  fo  difficult  as  it  may 
feem  to  be.  The  fquadron,  with  the  foldiers  that  were 
not  left  in  garrifon,  and  as  many  of  the  Dutch  troops 
as  ihould  have  joined  the  conqueror,  with  a  timely  re- 
inforcement of  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  would  infal- 
libly accomplilh  this  enterprize,  of  which  we  (hall  be 
convinced  if  we  have  a  juft  idea  of  Batavia. 

The  moft  common  obftacle  to  the  befieging  of  ma- 
ritime places  is  the  difficulty  of  landing  ;  which  is  by 
no  means  the  cafe  at  the  capital  of  Java.     Governor- 
general  Imhoffy  who  was  apprized  of  this  circumftance^ 
attempted  in  vain  to  remedy  it,  by  conftruding  a  fort 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  which  cmbelliflies  the  city. 
If  thefe  works,  ereded  at  a  great  expence  by  perfons 
of  no  (kill,  had  even  been  brought  to  perfection,  they 
would  not/not  have  improved  the  (ituation  much  :  the 
landing,  which  would  have  been  made  impradicable 
in  one  place,  would  always  have  been  open  by  means 
of  feveral  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  road, 
and  are  all  navigable  by  (loops. 

The  troops  being  once  formed  upon  land  would 
find  nothing  but  an  immenfe  city  without  a  covert  way, 
defended  by  a  rampart,  and  by  fome  low  and  irregular 
baftions,  furrounded  by  a  ditch  formed  on  one  fide  by 
a  river,  and  on  the  other  by  fome  mar(hy  canals,  which 
might  eafily  be  filled  with  running  water ;  it  was  for- 
merly defended  by  a  citadel ;  but  ImhoiF,  by  building 
between  the  city  and  this  fortrefs,  fome  extendve  a/id 
high  barracks,  intercepted  the  communication.  He  was 
j^fterv^ards  told  of  this  blunder,  and  he  could  think  of 
no  better  way  of  reSifying  it,  than  to  demotifh  two 
half  baftions  of  the  fortrefs,  looking  towards  the  city. 
Since  that  time  they  have  been  joined  to  each  other. 

R  a  But 
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BvT  if  the  fortifications  were  as  pcrfca  as  they  arc 
bad ;  if  the  artillery,  which  is  immenfe  were  direaed 
by  men  of  judfjincnt;  if  even  Cohorn  or  Vauban  were 
fubftitutcd  in  the  room  of  thofe  un(kilful  pcrfonis  who 
have  now  the  chaise  of  the  works,  the  place  could  not 
hold  out*     It  would  require  at  Icaft  four  thoufand  men 
to  defend  it,  and  there  are  fddom  more  than  fix  hun- 
dred.   Neither  indeed  are  the  Dutch  fo  ignorant  as  to 
place  their  confidence  in  fo  feeble  a  garrifon :  they  depend 
much  more  upon  the  inundations  they  are  able  to  raifc 
by  opening  the  fluices  that  confine  feveral  fmall  rivers. 
They  imagine  that  thefe  inundations  would  retard  the 
operations  of  the  fiege,  and  would  deftroy  the  befieg- 
ers  by  the  diftempers  they  would  occafion.  With  a  little 
more  refle3ioa  they  would  difcover,  that  the  place  muft 
furrender,  before  thefe  drainings  had  taken  effed. 

The  plan  of  conquefi  that  France  might  form,  would 
equally  fuit  the  intereds  of  Great  Britain,  wi^  thisdiffe- 
rence,  that  the  Englilh  would  in  the  firft  place  make 
ihemfclves  mailers  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  an  excel- 
lent harbour^  which  they  are  in  want  of  for  their  voya- 
ges to  the  Indies. 

The  Cape  may  be  attacked  in  two  places  \  tht  firft 
is  Table  Bay,  at  the  extremity  of  which  the  fort  is  fituat- 
ed.  It  is  an  open  road,  where  the  violence  of  the  Tea  is 
broken  only  by  a  fmall  iflatid,  and  is  fo  bad  in  the  months 
of  June,  July,  Auguft  and  September,  that  in  1722 
twenty-five  (hips  were  Ipft  there,  and  feVen  in  1736. 
Though  all  navigators  prefer  it  in  the  other  feafons  of  the 
year,  on  account  of  theacommodationsthey  firld  there,  it 
is  probable  that  a  landing  would  not  be  attempted  here, 
becaufe  the  two  fides  of  the  harbour  are  covered  with 
batteries,  which  it  would  be  hiizardous,  and  perhaps, 
impoiTible  to  fileoce.  Falfe  Bay  would  undoubtedly  be 
preferable,  which   though  dt  thirty  'leagues  4i(i^tiKt 

from 
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from  the  former  by  fea,  is  yet  no  more  than  three  B  O  Q  K 
leagues  from  the  capital  on  the  land  fide.  The  landing 
would  be  eflFeded  quietly  in  this  place  of  fccurity,  and 
the  troops  would  gain,  without  oppofition  an  eminence 
which  commands  the  fort.  As  this  citadel  in  other  re- 
fpeds  confined  is  only  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  three" 
or  four  hundred  men  at  moft,  it  might  be  reduced  in 
Icfs  than  a  day's  time  by  a  few  bombs.  The  inhabi* 
tants  of  the  colony  difperfed  throughout  an  imnienfe 
fpacc,  and  feparated  from  each  other  by  dcferts,  would 
not  have  time  to  come  to  its  relief.  Perhaps,  they 
would  not  if  it  were  even  in  their  power.  We  may  be 
allowed  to  fuppofe  that  the  opprcflion  under  which 
they  groan>  may  make  them  wi(h  for  a  change  of  go- 
vernment. The  lofs  of  the  Cape  would,  perhaps, 
render  it  impoflible  for  the  company  to  convey  to  India 
the  fuccours  neccflary  for  the  defence  of  their  fettle- 
mentsy  o^r  would  at  lead  make  thofe  fuccours  lefs 
certain  and  more  expenfive.  The  Englifli,  on  the  con- 
trary^ would  draw  great  conveniences,  even  immenfe 
advantages  from  this  conqueft,  if  the  fpirit  of  monopo* 
ly>  which  reafon  and  humanity  will  always  oppofe, 
could  once  be  laid  afide. 

The  Britifti  colonies  of  North  America  have  iron, 
wood,  rice,  fugar,  and  a  hundred  other  articles  of  con- 
fumptton,  which  the  Cape  is  entirely  without.  They 
might  be  conveyed  thither,  and  wines  and  brandy  re- 
ceived b  exchange.  The  foH  and  climate  of  this  part 
of  Africa  are  fo  favourable  to  the  cultivation  or  tbe 
vine,  that  an  immenfe  extent  of  land  may  be  alfotted 
t^it.  if  a  regular  confumption  could  be  eflabli(hed,  we 
ihouM  foon  fee  a  fpace  of  two  hundred  leagues  covered 
with  vineyards.  Toleration,  an^'  the  mildnei^  of  the' 
government ;  the  profped  of  a  comfortable  iituation 

R  3  wouM 
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BOOK  would  attra&  cultivators  from  all  quarters.  They 
^  .  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  to  furnifh  wholefome  and 
agreeable  liquors  in  plenty  to  Britifti  America,  and, 
perhaps,  the  metropolis  itfelf  might  one  day  fupply  it- 
felf  with  wine  from  the  (ame  plentiful  fource,  which  it 
unwillingly  purchafes  from  France. 

If  the  republic  of  Holland  ihould  not  confider  as 
imaginary  the  dangers  to  which  our  love  of  the  general 
good  of  nations  makes  us  apprehend  her  commerce 
may  be  expofed,  flie  ought  to  omit  no  precaution  to 
prevent  them.  She  mufl  conftantly  keep  in  mind, 
that  the  company,  from  its  beginning  to  the  year  1722, 
has  received  about  fifteen  hundred  (hips,  the  freight 
of  which  amounted  in  India  to  703,366,000  livrcs, 
(30,772,262/.  10/.)  and  has  been  fold  in  Europe  for 
double  that  fum :  that  by  fending  6,000,000  of  livrcs 
(262,500/.)  into  India,  annual  returns  of  40,000,000 
(1,750,000/.)  are  procured,  only  the  fifth  part  of  which 
at  moft  is  confumed  in  the  united  provinces ;  that  at 
the  renewal  of  each  grant,  the  company  h;as  given  con- 
fiderable  fums  to  the  republic ;  that  it  has  atfifted  the 
ftate  whenever  it  has  flood  in  need  of  affiftaoce ;  that  it 
has  raifed  a  multitude  of  private  fortunes,  which  have 
prodigioufly  increafed  the  riches  of  the  nation  ;  in  flwrt 
that  it  has  doubled,  perhaps,  trebled  the  aSivity  of  <he 
metropolis,  by  furniihing  it  with  frequent  opportunities 
of  forming  great  enterprizes. 

The  company  cuftomarily  pay  to  the  ftate  duties  of 
import  for  all  the  merchandife  they  receive  from  India. 
By  a  regulation  of  the  loth  of  July  1677,  they  are  an- 
nually to  pay  thirty-two  thoufand  livres  (1,400/.)  in  lieu 
of  the  duties  of  export.  They  obtained  the  renewal 
of  fheir  grant  in  1743,  ^^h  this  formal  flfpulation, 
that  the  republic  Ihould  receive  three  per.  cent,  upon 
the  dividend.  It  is  thought,  however^  that  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  have  a  right  to  derive  greater  advantages  from  an  B  O  O  K 
exclufive  privilege  of  fuch  importance. 

It  has  always  been  acknowledged  by  all  nations 
whatever  the  form  of  their  government  might  be,  that 
the  eflates  acquired  in  any  country  ought  to  contribute 
to  the  expences  of  government.  The  reafon  of  this 
grand  maxim  is  evident  to  all  capacities.  Private 
fortunes  are.foeflentially  conneSed  with  the  profperity 
of  the  public»  that  when  that  is  injured  the  others 
muft  fuffer  of  courfe.  Thus,  when  the  fubjeds  of  a 
ftate  ferve  it  with  their  fortunes  or  their  perfons,  they 
do  nothing  but  defend  their  own  private  intereft.  The 
profperity  of  the  country  is  the  profperity  of  each  citi- 
zen. This  maxim,  which  is  true  in  all  governments, 
has  a  particular  propriety  when  applied  to  free  focie- 
ties. 

Further  than  this,  there  are  bodies  of  meo,''whofe 
interefl:,  either  from  the  nature  of  thofe  bodies,  their 
rxteofive  relations,  or  the  variety  of  their  views,  are 
more  eflentially  conneded  with  the  common  intere(l» 
Of  this  kind  is  the  India  company  in  Holland.  The 
enemies  to  its  trade  ar«  enemies  to  the  republic ;  and  its 
fecurity  is  efiablifhed  on  the  fame  bafis  with  that  of 
the  ftate. 

In  the  opinion  of  men  of  the  beft  difcernment,  the 
national  debt  has  fenfibly  weakened  the  United  Pro^ 
vinces,  and  affe^ed  the  general  welfare,  by  gradually 
increafing  the  load  of  taxes..  The  republic  can  nevec 
be  reftored  to  its  original  fpleador,  till  it  isjreleafed 
from  the  enormous  burthen  under  which  it  groans ; 
and  this  relief  can  only  be  e^peded  from  a  company, 
which  it  has  always  encouraged^  prote&ed  and  favour* 
ed.  To  place  this  powerful  body  in  a  fituation  to 
render  the  higheft  iervices  to  the  country,  it  will  by 
no  means  be  neceflary  to  reduce  the  profits  of  the  pro- 
prietors; 
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BOOK  prietors ;  it  will  be  ibfieicnt  to  hrttig  it  back  le  thak 

*        principles  of   oecoiiomy  and  fiitipbciiyf  and  t^  that 

plan  of  admmiftration»  which  laid  the  (oundadcin  of  its 

early  proTperitj. 

Former  A  RiFORKlATloir  fo  neceffarjr  will  admit  of  do  d<«> 

dua  oHhe  '^y*     '^'"*  confidence  is  duo  to  a  goveriMBcnt,  wWch 

'  Dutch,       has  always  endoavoored  to  maintain  a  great  number  of 

*"V**^d     citiacnt  within  itfalf*  add  to  crdploy  only  a  ftnall  ptf t 

generacy/  ^  them  in  its  diftant  feulements.     It  is  at  th«  espcnCo 

of  aU  Europe  that  HoUand  has  conttnaally  indrcafed 

the  number  of  its  fubjeds.  the  liberty  of  confcience 

allowed  tfaerey  and  the  moderation  of  the  iawa«  have 

aftra&ed  all  perfons  who  were  opprefied  in  a  hundred 

difierent  pbces  by  a  rpirit  of  intokratios  aod  the  fe^ 

verity  of  governmtfnt. 

Th£  republic  has  procured  means  of  fubfillence  to 
all  jperfoDfi  who  havd  hoes  wiiUng  to  fottle  atsd  work 
tmMig  them :  wo  have  foeii  at  differeat  i\xtit»  the  iaha- 
bifants  of  d  country  milled  by  war»  forking  ftcurity 
and  employiftcnt  in  EioUand. 

AcRieoLTUKE  cootd  tie^er  be  a  <^6rtfideriiblo obj«a 
irt  Hdibhdy  although  Kht  la«d  is  <tiiltivated  to  as  greAt 
ft  degf^ee  of  ptrfedfon  as  poffibte.  But  rho  berfiftg 
fifliery  fupplies  the  place  of  agriculture.  This  is  a  new 
inethad  of  fttbfiftdnce,  a  fchool  for  feameo*  Born  up- 
on the  waters,  th«y  |>lough  tbefei^^  frofn  whence  they 
get  their  fdod :  they  grow  fiiit)illaf  with  the  ftorms, 
and  learn  without  ri^ue^  to  overcome  dangere. 

Thz  traffic  of  tr«o<port  whkh  the  rc^obiit  (^ntitia-* 
ally  carries  on  from  ona  Eomp^an  natitdn  n>  another^ 
is  aUb  ft  kind  of  aftvigation,  which,  without  d<iftroyiog 
inen»  fufkpltes  tho^  with  fubfifleoee  by  labour. 

In  ihoftf  navigation  whtoh  depopulates li  part  of  Eu^ 
ro()e»  peoples  Holbind*    ft  k  as  it  wtrt  ithe  produce  of 

tfce 
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tH«  eottntry.    Her  fliipi  are  li«r  landed  eflates,  which  HOOK 
fhe  makes  the  moA  of,  at  the  rxpcnce  of  the  (Iranger. 

The  clegaiit  accomodations  of  life  are  known  in 
Holland  without  being  an  ohje&  of  purfait :  the  refine- 
ments of  behaviour  are  adopted  with  nnoderation ; 
tbofe  of  caprice  th&y  are  unacquainted  with.  A  fpirit  of 
order^  frogatity,  and  eren  avarice  prevails  throughout 
the  nation,  and  has  been  carefully  kept  up  by  the  go* 
vernwiem. 

The  colonies  are  conduced  by  the  fame  fpirit. 
They  are  peopled  in  general  with  the  fcum  of  the  na- 
tion or  with  foreigners ;  but  rigid  laws,  an  equitable  ad- 
'niniftration,  an  eafy  fubfiftence,  and  ufcful  labour 
foon  infufe  morals  into  thefe  men  who  were  exiled 
from  Europe,  bccaufc  they  wanted  them. 

The  fame  dcfign  of  preferving  the  population  pre- 
vails in  the  military  fyftem ;  the  republic  entertains  a 
great  number  of  foreign  troops  in  Europe ;  and  fome  in 
the  colonies. 

The  failors  in  Holland  are  well  paid;  and  foreign 
fcamcn  are  conflantly  employed  either  on  board  their 
trading  vefTels,  or  their  men  of  war. 
'  F6r  the  purpofes  of  conamerccy  it  is  neceffary  that 
harmony  fhoutd  be  preferved  at  home,  and  peace 
abroad.  No  people,  except  the  Swifs,  take  more  care 
to  keep  oti  good  terms  with  their  neighbours;  and 
they  endeavour,  ftill  more  than  the  Swifs,  to  encourage 
peace  among  them.  The  republic  preferves  unanimi- 
ty among  her  citizens,  by  very  excellent  laws,  which 
preferibe  the  doties  of  every  ftation,  by  a  fpeedy  and 
difinterefted  adaiinifiration  of  juftice,  and  by  regula- 
tions admirably  well  adapted  to.  the  merchants.  She 
l^^s  filowft  tli0  opinion  (he  entertains  of  the  ncceffity  of 
good  £^b  by  lier  jpbfervance  of  treaties,  and  has  endea.- 
vf^urisd  toinculcale  tbefaise  principlt  among  individuals. 

R  4  In 
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In  z  wordf  we  know  of  no  nation  in  Europe  that 
has  confidered  better  what  its  united  advantages  of  fi* 
tuation*  ftrength»  and  population  allows  it  to  undertake, 
or  that  has  known  and  followed  more  effeduaWy  the 
means  of  increafing  both  its  population  and  itsftrength. 
We  know  of  none,  which  having  fuch  objeds  as  an 
cxtenfive  commerce  and  liberty^  mutually  attrading 
and  fupporting  each  other^  hath  con.duded  itfelf  in  a 
belter  manner  for  the  prefervation  of  both  the  one  and 
t!.e  other. 

But  how  are  thefe  manners  already  changed  and 
degenerated  from  the  purity  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment. .  Perfonal  intereft,  which  become  laudable  by 
being  combined^  are  now  totally  felfi{h»  and  corrup- 
tion is  become  general.  There  is  no  patriotifm  in  that 
country,  which  above  all  others  in  the  univerfe  AouM 
infpire  its  inhabitants  with  firmer  attachments.  In  reaii- 
tyy  what  patriotic  fentiments  might  we  not  expeft 
from  a  nation  that  can  fay  to  itfelf;  this  Und  which  I 
inhabit,  has  been  fertilized  by  me;  'tis  I  who  have 
embeliifhed,  who  have  created  it.  This  threateniog 
fea,  which  deluged  all  our  plains,  rages  in  vain  againft 
the  powerful  dikes  I  have  oppofed  to  its  fury.  I  have 
purified  this  air  which  fiagnant  waters  had  filled  with 
fatal  exhalations.  It  is  by  my  means  that  fuperb  cities 
fland  now  upon  the  flime  and  mud,  over  which  the 
ocean  once  rolled  it  waves.  The  ports  I  have  conftrud^ 
ed,  the  canals  I  have  digged,  receive  the  produdions 
of  the  whole  univerfe  which  I  difpenfe  at  pleafure.  The 
inheritances  of  other  nations  are  only  pofleflions  which 
roan  difputes  with  man  ;  that  which  I  (hall  leave  to  my 
pofterity»  I  have  raviflied  from  the  elements  which  con- 
fpired  againft  my  territory*  and  am  now  the  mafler  of 
it.  It  is  here  that  I  have  eftabliihed  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  nature,  a  new  fyftcm  of  manners.  I  have  done 

every 
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every  thing  where  there  was  nothing.     Air,  land,  go-  BOOK 
▼crnment,  liberty,  all  thcfc  arc  my  works.     I  enjoy  ,   ]^* 
the  glory  of  the  paft,  and  when  I  caft  a  look  into  fu- 
turity, I  fee  with  fatisfaSion  that  my  aflics  will  reft 
quietly  on  the  fame  fpot  where  my  forefathers  faw  the 
breaking  of  ftorms. 

What  motives  thefe  for  idolizing  one's  country! 
Yet  there  is  no  longer  any  public  fpirit  in  Holland :  it 
is  a  whole,  the  parts  of  which  have  no  other  relation 
among  ibemfclves  than  the  fpot  they  occupy.  Mean- 
nefs,  bafenefs  and  diftioncfty  charaSerize  now  the 
conquerors  of  Philip.  They  make  a  traffic  of  their 
oath,  as  of  their  provifions;  and  they  will  foon  become 
the  refufe  of  the  univerfe,  which  they  had  aftoniflied  by 
their  induftry  and  by  their  virtues. 

Ye  unworthy  members  of  the  government,  under 
which  ye  live,  (hudder  at  leaft  at  the  dangers  that  fur- 
round  you !  Thofe  who  have  flavilh  fouls  are  not  far 
temovtd  from  flavery.  The  facrcd  fire  of  liberty  can 
only  be  kept  up  by  chafte  hands.  Ye  are  not  now  in 
that  ftatc  of  anarchy,  when  the  fovereigns  of  Europe 
all  equally  oppofed  by  the  nobles  in  their  rcfpeQive 
ftates,  could  not  carry  on  their  defigns  either  with  fe- 
crecy,  unanimity  or  rapidity ;  when  the  equilibrium  of 
the  feveral  powers  was  merely  the  cfFeS  of  their  mu- 
tual debility.  At  prefent,  power  grown  more  indepen- 
dent, confirms  thofe  advantages  to  a  monarchy  which 
a  free  ftate  can  never  enjoy.  What  have  the  repub- 
licans to  oppofe  to  a  fuperiority  fo  formidable?  Their 
virtues ;  but  you  have  loft  them.  The  corruption  of 
your  manners,  and  of  your  magiftratcs,  encourages 
every  where  the  detradors  of  liberty;  and,  perhaps, 
your  fatal  example  is  the  means  of  impofing  a  heavier 
yoke  on  other  nations.  What  anfwer  would  you  wifh 
us  to  make  to  .thofe  men^  who^  either  from  the  preju- 
dice 
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BOOK  dice  of  cducntton  or  the  want  of  honefty,  are  perpe* 
tually  telling  us;  this  is  the  government  which  you 
extol  fo  much  in  your  writings;  thefe  are  the  happy 
confequences  of  that  fyfiem  of  liberty  you  hold  fo  dear. 
To  thofe  vices  which  you  have  laid  to  the  charge  of 
defpotifm,  they  have  added  another^  which  furpafles 
them  all>  the  inability  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  evil. 
What  anfwer  can  be  given  to  fo  fevere  a  fatire  on  de« 
mocracy  ? 

Industrious  Hollanders!  ye  who  were  formerly 
fo  renowned  for  your  bravery^  and  are  at  prefent  fo 
diftinguilhed  by  your  wealth,  tremble  at  the  ide^  of 
being  again  reduced  to  crouch  under  the  rod  you  have 
broken^  and  which  ftill  hangs  over  yeu.  Would  you 
learn  how  the  fpirit  of  commerce  may  be  united  and 
preferved  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty  ?  View  from  yeur 
ihores  that  ifland,  and  thofe  people,  whom  nature  pre- 
fents  to  you  as  a  model  for  your  imilation.  Keep  your 
eyes  conftaiitly  fixed  upon  England  e  if  the  alliaoce  of 
that  kingdom  has  been  yonr  fupporl,  its  covdiiS  will 
now  ferye  you  ts  an  inftrudor,  and  ita  example  at  a 
guide. 
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£  know  nothing  either  of  the  period  in  which  BOOK 
the  Britifli  ifles  were  peopled)  nor  of  the  origin  of  HI. 
their  firft  inhabitants.  AH  we  can  learn  from  the  moft  ^T"^*^"^ 
authentic  hiftorical  records  13,  that  they  were  fuccef-  fhc  ailcrent 
fively  viAted  by  the  Phoenicians,  the  Carthaginians,  ftateoftbe 
and  the  Gauls.  The  traders  of  thefe  nations  ufed  to  ^"g^*^ 
go  there  to  exchange  earthen  veflels^  faltf  all  kinds  di  * 

irotii  and  copper  infiruments,  for  ftins^  ilaves,  hounds, 
and  buH-dogs,  and  efpeciaHy  for  tin.  Their  profits 
were  jufl:  what  they  pleafed  ia  their  dealings  with  ra- 
vages equally  ignorant  of  the  value  of  what  they  fold 
or  bought. 

A  LOOSE  fpeculation  would  lead  us  to  imagine^  that 
iflanders  have  been  the  firft  civilized  people  among 
mankind.  Nothing  puts  a  flop  to  the  excurfions  of 
people  living  on  a  continent :  they  may  get  their  live* 
lihood  and  avoid  fighting  at  the  faaie  time.  In  iflands, 
warj  and  the  inconveniences  of  a  too  limited  fociety, 
(hould  fooner  make  laws  and  treaties  neceflary.  But 
whatever  is  the  reafon  of  it,  we  generally  fee  the  man* 
ncrs  and  the  government  of  iflanders  formed  later  and 
imore  iraperfeSly  than  ethers.  All  the  traditions  rc- 
rpeSing  Britain,  particularly  confirm  thisaflertion. 

The  Roman  empire  was  not  fufficiently  durable^ 
and  too  eagerly  difput^d^  to  improve  in  any  confidera- 

ble 
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B  O  O  K  ble  degree  the  induftry  of  the  Britons.  Even  the  fmall 
progrefs  that  hufbandrj  and  the  arts  had  made  during 
this  period^  was  ioft  as  foon  as  that  haughty  pov^er 
had  determined  to  abandon  this  cdnquafi:.  The  fpirit 
of  flavery  which  the  fouthern  inhabitants  of  Britain 
had  contra3ed»  depriv^ed  them  of  the  courage  necefla- 
ry  to  refift  at  firft  the  overflowings  of  their  neighbours 
the  Pids,  who  had  faved  themfelves  from  the  yoke  by 
flying  towards  the  north  of  the  iflandy  and  prevented 
them  afterwards  from  being  able  to  oppofe  the  more 
deftrudivcj  more  obftinate  and  more  namerotiS' expe- 
ditions of  plunderers  that  poured  in  fwarms  from  the 
more  northern  parts  of  Europe. 

All  nations  were  affeded  with  this  dreadful  plague, 
the  moft  deftru£live>  perhaps^  that  ever  was  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  the  world ;  but  the  calamities  which 
Great  Britain  particularly  experienced  are  inexpreilihie. 
Every  year,  fcveral  times  even  in  a  year,  her  countries 
were  ravaged,  her  houfes  burnt,  her  women  raviihed, 
her  temples  dripped,  her  inhabitants  maff^cred,  put  to 
torture,  orenflavcd.  All  thefe  misfortunes  focceecied 
each  other  with  inconceivable  rapidity.  When  the 
country  was  fo  fardeftroyed  that  nothing  remained,  to 
glut  the  avidity  of  thefe  barbarians,  they  feized  on  the 
land  itfelf.  One  nation  fucceeded  another.  One  troop 
fupervening,  expelled  or  exterminated  the  one  that 
was  already  eftabli(hed ;  and  this  fucceflion  of  revolu- 
tions, conftantly  kept  up  indolence,  miftruft  andmi- 
fery.  In  thefe  difpiriting  times,  the  Britons  had  fcarcc 
any  commercial  conneSipn  with  the  continent.  Ex- 
changes were  even  fo  rare  amongft  them,  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  have  witneffes  for  the  fale  of  the  leaft  trifle. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs,  when  William  the 
Conqueror  fubdued  Great  Britain  a  little  while  after 
the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century.  His  followers  came 

from 
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from  countries  rather  more  civtlized>  more  adive«  and  BOOK 

TIF 

more  induftrious,  than  thofe  they  came  to  fettle  in. 
Such  a  communication  ought  naturally  to  have  redifi- 
ed»  and  enlarged  the  ideas  of  the  conquered  people. 
The  Introdudion  of  the  feudal  government  occafioned 
fo  fpeedy  and  fo  complete  a  revolution  in  matters  of 
property,  that  every  thing  waM'thrown  into  confufion« 
The  minds  of  men  were  fcarcely  fettled,  and  the 
conquerors,  and  the  conquered  had  but  juft  begun  to 
confider  themfelves  as  one  and  the  fame  people,  when 
the  abilities  and  (Irength  of  the  nation  were  engaged 
in  fupporting  the  pretenfions  of  their  fovereigns  to  the 
crown  of  France.    In  thefe  obftinate  wars,  the  Eng* 
lifh  difplayed  military  talents  and  courage;  but  after 
Several  great  efforts,   and  coniiderabie  fuccefs,   they' 
were  forced  back  into  their  ifland,    where  domeftic 
troubles  ezpofed  them  to  frelh  calamities. 

Du RiN  G  thefe  different  periods,  the  whole  commerce 
was  ill  the  hands  of  the  Jews  and  the  bankers  of  Lom« 
bardy,    who   were  alternately  favoured  and  robbed, 
conlldered  as  ufeful  perfons,  and  condemned  to  death, 
expelled  and  recalled:  thefe  tumults  were  increafed  by 
the  audacity  of  the  pirates,  who  being  fometimes  pro- 
teded  by  the  government,  with  which  they  {hared 
their  fpoils,   attacked  all  (hips  indifcriminately,    and 
frequently  fank  their  crews.     Their  intereil  of  money 
Was  at  fifty  per  cent.  Leather,  furs,  butter,  lead,  and 
tin  were  the  only  things  exported  from  England,  at  a 
:very  moderate  rate^  and  thirty  thoufand  facks  of  wool, 
which  returned  annually  a  more  confiderable  fum.    As 
the  Engliih  were  then  totally  unacquainted  with  the  art 
of  dying  this  wool,  and  manufaduring  them  with  ele- 
gance, the  greateft  part  of  this  money  returned.     To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  foreign  manufaSures  were 
invited,  and  the  people  were  prohibited  from  wearing 

any 
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|l  O  a  K  tuny  ckMttii  that  were  flot  of  home  inaB«£»diine.  At  the 
^^      farne    time,   the   cK^rtarion  of  Kianufadiired  woci, 
and  wrought  iron  was  forbicklen;  tiKo  lawsBltsgeilicr 
worihy  of  the  age  b  w\6ch  they  muciK  inAilated* 

Henry  the  feventh  ptrmktod  the  htrooi  to  dii^afe 
of  iheir  lands,  and  tihe  coftftiDon  people  »o  buy  the«n. 
This  regulation  dLiminiibed  the  iaesipialkjr  ^Mliich  Uib- 
fifted  before  •between  the  (ori«nes  of  tbe  lords  asnd  their 
wtflals;  it  made  the  latter  more  bidepe»de«it,  ami  in- 
fptred  the  people  wkh  fche  -deiire  of  enriching  tkem- 
felvesi,  and  the  expecUtion  of  eiijoying  tiieir  rict^ee. 
Ther^e  were  snany  obftades  to  this  wiii*  asid  thi?  hope; 
fome  of  which  wefereo&oaed^The  conapany  of  mer€hffR(s 
itOabhlbed  at  JLondoo  was  pr evevted  from  exadiag  iii 
future  the  iom  of  one  thoufaad  five  hundred  and  :reveo- 
ty-five  livres  (68A  j</.  i J.^)  from  ieadi  of  the  other 
merchants  in.  the  luogdom^  dofirous  of  trading  at  the 
great  faivB  ^i  the  low  countries.  In  order  to  file  a  grea- 
ter number  of  peofffe  to  the  laibcurs  of  iiu&gndrj,  it 
.was  ena&Qd„  that  no  peofoa  flnuld  put  »hts  fon  or  daugh- 
ter out  to  any  kind  of  apprenticeihip,  sritbout  being 
poffefled  of  a  rent  «f  twventy<»two  lisGres  Dtn  fek  (near 
2Qi.)  in  landed  property^  ^his  iiblurd  4a w>wa€  after- 
wards mitigaledL 

Unfortu»i.at£LT  that  ikw  which  reg«iatedthe 
prke  of  all  forts  of  provifions,  of  wo€Uen,.<of  work- 
cnen*s  wages,  trf  ftulb,  asid  of  ckmthing,,  wars  main- 
tained in  its  fuU  ibroe.  Other  impedittieiite  even  were 
;thrown  in  the  wayof  cofiunerce,OR  acoountof  fetneper- 
iitciouiscorobtnatioiisitfast  were  fet  on  foot.  The  loan  df 
money  at  tntereill,  and  the  profits  of  exchange  were 
flriAlyprobibitedyas  afMriousiv  lAiemfetves,  orcdculated 
to  introduce  ttfury.  Tlie.ezportatiotiofinoney4nanf4and 
of  form  was  forUdden ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  ioreign 
merchants  from  carrying  it  cbmitefianely  away^  th«^ 
were  compelled  to  change  into  Engliih  merchandize  the 
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jntire  produce  of  the  goods  they  had  brought  intoEng*  B 
land.  The  exportation  of  horfes  was  likewife  prohi- 
bited ;  and  the  people  were  not  fufficiently  enlightened 
to  difcover  that  fuch  a  prohibition  would  neceflarity 
caufe  the  propagation  and  improvement  of  the  fpecies 
to  be  negle£ted.  At  length  corporations  were  eflablifli- 
ed  in  all  the  towns ;  that  is  to  fayj  the  ftate  authorized 
all  perfons  of  the  fame  profeflion*  to  make  fuch  regu-^ 
lations  as  they  fhould  think  necelTary  for  their  excluHve 
prefervation  and  fuccefs.  The  nation  is  ftill  oppreflfed 
with  a  regulation  fo  contrary  to  general  induftry,  and 
which  reduces  every  thing  to  a  kind  of  monopoly^ 

Upon  confidering  fuch  a  number  of  ftrange  laws, 
we  might  be  induced  to  think  that  Henry  was.  either 
indifferent  about  the  profperity  of  his  kingdom,  or  that 
he  was  totally  deficient  in  linderftanding.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  it  is  certain  that  this  prince,  maugre  his  extrenie 
avarice,  often  lent  coniiderable  fums  of  money,  withy- 
out  intereff,  to  merchants  who  had  not  property  fuffi-* 
cient  to  carry  on  the  fchemes  they  had  planned :  be-* 
fides,  the  wifdom  of  his  government  is  fo  well  con* 
firmed,  that  he  is  accounted  with  reafon,  one  of  the 
greateft  monarchs  that  ever  filled  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land. But,  notwithAanding  all  the.  efforts  of  genius, 
it  requires  a  fucceffion  of  feveral  ages  before  any  fc»-> 
ence  can  be  reduced  to  fimple  principles.  It  is  the 
fame  thing  with  theories  as  with  machines,  which  are 
always  very  complicated  at  firft,  and  which  are  only 
freed  in  the  courfe  of  time  by  obfervation  and  experi-^ 
ence,  from  thofe  ufelcfs  wHeels  which  only  fcrved  to 
increafe  their  fridions. 

The  knowledge  of  the  fucceeding  reigns  was  not 
much  more  extenfive  upon  thofe  matters  we  are  treat- 
ing of.     Some  Flemings,  fettled  in  England,  were  the 
ortly  good  workmen  in  thefe  branches ;  they  were  al- 
Vol.  I.  S  raott 
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B  O  P  it  lAofl^wiiys  infulted  and  oppreflTed  by  theEngtiffli  w6rk- 
lLJsslj  ttteti,  who  were  jealous  without  emulation :  theycom- 
|)hined  that  all  the  cuftomers  went  Co  the  Fletnings^ 
«nd  they  raifed  thfe  price  of  corn.  The  government 
adopt^cd  th^fe  popular  prejudices*  and  forbad  all  ((ran- 
gers to  employ  more  than  two  worknf^en  in  their  (hops. 
'Th«  merchants  wtrfe  not  better  treiiated  than  the  work- 
men^ and  thofe  e^^n  who  were  naturalized,  wereoblig* 
ed  to  pay  the  fan/ie  duties  as  the  aliens.  Ignorance  was 
fo  g^neral^  that  the  cultivation  of  the  beft  lands  was 
jiegle3ed,  it\  order  to  convert  them  into  pafture  lands^ 
even  ^t  the  tithe  that  the  number  of  Aieep>  which 
mi^ht  be  in  otie  flock,  was  confined  by  the  laws  to  two 
thoufatid.  All  m^t'c^ntile  cbrrefpondences  were  confined 
\n  the  tow  ceuntrie^.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces 
bought  the  English  m^rcjiaikiize,  and  circulated  them 
thrOligh  the  ditfertht  parts  of  Europe.  It  is  probable 
that  the  nation  would  not  have  made  any  confiderable 
■figure  for  a  long  tith^,  withoiit  a  concurrence  of  fa- 
vourable drcuiti^^x^^s. 

TttliDnkeof  ANti*^  efuthies  drove  Tcveral  abU  ma- 
iidfa'aurers  into  En^gl^nd;  who  cai-ried  the  art  of  the 
Utit  Flemtfh  itlantrfaAtiVe^  {6  London.  The  perfecil- 
iions  which  the  ptoteft^'nfs  fuflPered  in  Frai^ce  fupplicd 
England  ^ith  workrtfi^h  of  all  kinds,  fefizabeth,  im- 
patietit  bf  contradiction,  but  knowing  and  de/irous  of 
rfoirtg  what  '^as  fight,  ^t  ohce  defpbtic  and  popular, 
'witli  the  advarttages  of  a  good  underllahdinf,  and  of  be- 
trtg  propetly  obeyed,  availed  "heffelt  of  the  fermentation 
af  pt6p\t*s  mhids,  as  prevalent  throughout  all  lier  domi- 
nions as  through  the  reft  of  Europe;  and  while  this fer- 
tttentatibn  prbduded  iaimongft  other  people  nothing  but 
theological  diTputes,  and  civil  br  foreign  wars,  in  Eng- 
Utid  it  gave  rife  to  k  lively  emulation  for  commerce, 
khd  for  the  JnnproVeftifent  of  navigation. 

The 
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Th?  Engiifli  l^nrn^d  K<>  \m\i  tiutk  Slips  *r  home*  B  Q  Q  k; 
which  ihsy  bought  Utpre  pf  thie  mwchanU  Qf  IwAco  uJJL^ 
fiuj  Hamburg.    Tb«y  wer^  C^pq  the  pnljr  pcribn$  who  '^      ^     ^ 
traded  to  Myficpyj  by  the  wjiy  pf  Archangel  jpft  cj^jjro^ 
yered  ;  and  thcyprefently  came  ip  QprppctitJ9n  withih* 
AOatic  towns  in  Gernwny,  rj>4  i^  thP  north.  ;  Th^ 
began  to  trad«  with  Turkey.  JS^crjJ  i9f  their  navigators 
attempted,  though  in  vain,  to  diftowr  a  paflage  to  In«f 
dia  hy  the  northerp  feas-    At.ifngth  Drake,  Stqijj^ns, 
Cavendilh,  and  fonjc  others,  fcacM.^bsi^  pM^  fpm« 
by  the  fouth  fc»^  apd  others  by  dp^tHing  ^9  Capf  of 
Good  Hope, 

The  fucvefs  of.  thcCe  voy^gt^  >f as  ,^pient  f^/ipict*  Firft  voy. 
mine  the  moft  a>le  merchants  pf  lyondw  to  eftaWifli  a  e^*i?^**** 
company  in  the  year  1  $00;  w|iich  ofced  an,^j^(;lu.  inX'.    "^ 
five  privile^  of  trading  tp  the  liaft  Indies,    'jr}^  aa 
which  granted  this  privilege,  fi«a^  if  fw-fiifteefl,ye«rs< 
it  declared^  that  jf.it  (houL;!  pr^ve.i^jiirip«|  tpfjtbt 
fi*te^  it  ihovJd  be  annulled,  and  fhe/epippany.  fiaf^ 
preffed^  hy  giving  two  ye/V3.  .pwi<ji^*s  wxi^q  tp  its 
members. 

Thi3  iplaufe  of  referve  was  pi|riijgjto  the  difpieafurc 
the  coroojons  bad  lately  (hewn  pn  ijie^pupt  of  a  gran*, 
the  novelty  of  which  niight  poifil^ly  offend,  theiv*  "JThe 
^ucen  had  rctarped  to  the  hmf/ff^^i  had  fppkcn  on 
this  ocgafipri  in  a  manjier  wprthy  to  ftrveas  a  lefl^p  w 
all fovereigas..  •.  .. 

"  GieiJTLjeMEN,*'  faid  fk^  to  xht  tpemherf  pf  the 
houfe  commiffipned  to  return  her  thanks^  "  I  am  ex^ 
**  trcmcly  fenfible  of  your  attachiPemjiand  pf  th)?cai« 
"  you  have  taken  Ip  give  me  ap  aui)i^ic  tefliraony  of 
"  it.  This  affbaipu  for  my.,  pf  rfon  had  determined 
•*  you  IP  apprize  me  pf  a  fault  I  had  inadverJteut^ 
"  fallen  into  from  ignorance,  but  in  which  my  w^il)ff^ 
**  no  (hare.    If  your  vigilance  t^ad  POt  difcpvered  jtp 
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B  O  0  ST  ^  me  the  mifchiefs  whkti  my  mtftake  might  have  pro- 
i^fl   .  "  d«ced,  what  pain  (hould  I  not  have  felt? — I,  whd 
^  have  nothing  dearer  to  me  than  the  affeftion  and 
•*  prefervation  of  my  people  ?  May  my  hand  fuddenly 
^  wither,  may  my  heirt  he  ftruck  at  once  with  a  dead- 
**  ly  blovJ,  befbrfc  I  ftiall  ever  grant  particular  privi- 
**  leges  that  myfijbjcfti  may  have  reafon  to  complain 
«*  of.   The  fplcndour  of  tfie  throne  has  not  fo  far  daz- 
<«  xlcdmy  eyes,  that  1  (hould  prefer  the  abufe  of  an 
•*  unbounded  aathority  to  the  ufe  of  a  power  exercifed 
«<  by  juftice*.    The  brilliancy  of  royalty  blinds  only 
'<  thofe  princes  who  are  ignorant  of  the  duties  that  the 
**  crown  impofcsr.  'Idare  believe  that  I  ihall  not  be 
*«  ranked  amongfiich  mbnarchs.    I  know  that  I  hold 
•*  n6t'the  fceptrc  for  my  own  proper  advantage,  and 
*«^'that  1  am  entirely  devoted  to  fociety,  which  has  put 
**  its  cfanfidirfncc  ih  me.    It  is  my  happinefs  to  fee  that 
•'•the  ftatc  has  httlrerto  profpered  under  my  govcrn- 
'«5"Aielit ;  Vind  that  myfubjeSs  are  worthy  tltat  Ifliould 
**•  yield  up  my  troWn*and  my  life  for  their  fakes.    Im- 
*«  pute  not  to  me  the  improper  meafure.s  I  may  be 
**  engaged  ih',   tior  the  Irregularities  which  may  be 
-^committed  under' the  fanSion  of  my  name.    You 
***  inow  that   the'  minifters  of  princes  ire   too  often 
«  guided  by  private  iffteJ^^^fts,  that  froth  feldom  reaches 
'«tfte  ears  of  kin^f;'  ^rtd  iliat  obliged  as  they  arc,  from 
"  the  multiplicity  of  affairs  they  are  ladfen  with,  to  fix 
«*' their  attention  C3?n"'thbfe  which  are  of  the  greateft 
"«  importance,  tt  Js  intpoffible  tbfey  Ihould  fee  eve^ 
**  thing  with  their  6 wn  eyes.'* 
*  The  funds  of  this  tompany  were,  at  firft  far  from 
being  cbnfidcrable.    Part  of  th^m  was  expended  in  fit- 
ting lOdt  a  fleet  of  fouT  (hips  which  failed  in  the  begin- 
iiing  of  the  year  i6oi ;  and  the  reft  was  fent  abroad  in 
money  and  merchantjift,- 
-       •  -  Las- 
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Lancaster,  who  commanded  the  ezpediuonj,  ar*-  BOOK 
rived  the  year  following  at  the  port  of  Achen>  which 
was  at  that  time  a  celebrated  mart.  Intelligence  was 
received  of  the  vi&ories  gained  by  the  Englifh  over  the 
Spaniards  s^t  fea^and  this  intelligence  procured  him 
a  very  diftinguiihed  reception.  TJie  king  behaved  to 
him  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  he  had  been  his  equal-; 
he  ordered  that  his  own  wives  richly  habited,  (hould 
play  feveral  dances  in  his  prefence,  on  a  variety  of  in- 
ftruments*  This  favour  was  followed  by  all  the  com<- 
pliances  that  could  be  wiihed  for  to  facilitate  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  a  (afe  and  advantageous  commerce.  The 
Engliih  admiral  was  received  at  Bantam  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  the  place  where  he  firft  landed ;  and 
a  (hip  which  he  had  difpatched  to  the  Molucca  iflands^ 
brought  him  a  confiderable.  cargo  of  cloves  and  nut- 
megs. With  thefe  valuable  fpices^  and  the  pepper  he 
took  in  at  Java  and  Sumatra^  be  returned  fafe  to  Eu- 
rope. 

Thi$  early  fuccefs  determined  the  fociety  who  had 
intrufted  their  interefts  in  the  hands  of  this  able  man^ 
to  form  fe.ttlements  in  India ;  but  not  without  the  con-p 
fent  of  the  natives.  They  did  not  wilh  to  begin  with 
conquefls.  Their  expeditions  were  nothing  more  thaij 
the  enterprises  of  humane  and  fair  traders.  Thpy 
made  them  felves  beloved:  but  they  gained  nothing  by 
this  good  impreffion,  except  a  few  faSorles,  and  werq 
in  no  condition  to  fuftain  the  attempts  of  their  rivals 
who  were  very  formidable.    . . 

The  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  were  in  poflefllon  of 
large  provinces,  well  fortified  places,  and  good  har- 
bours. By  thefe  advantages  their  trade  was  fecured 
againft  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  againft  new 
competitors;  their  return  to  Europe  was  rendered  ea* 
iji  and  they  had  opportunities  of  getting  a  good  fale 

S  3  for 
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*  H!^  ^  ^^  ^'^.^  comitiodities  tlicy  tarried  to  Afia,  tni  tt^  pur- 
chafe'  thofe  they  vrdnted  at  a  moderate  price.  The 
EngKfliy  on  the  contrary,  cxpofed  to  the  caprke  of 
feafotis  and  of  people,  having  no  ftrength,  or  place  of 
fecurity,  anddcrlvtng  thcrr  fi/ppKcs  from  England  on^y, 
could  not  carry  oil  an  advantageous  trade.  They  fonnd 
how  difficult  It  mras  to  acquire  great  riches  without 
great  injuftice,  and  that  if  they  would  furpaft  or  even 
^qual  the  nations  they  had  cenfured,  they  muft  purfut 
the  fame  conduA. 

The  plan  of  forming  lafting  fettlements,    and  of 
attempting  corquefts  feemed  too  great  to  be  accom- 
pliflied  by  the  forces  of  ian  infant  fociety  r  but  they  iat- 
f ered  themfclvcs  that  they  ftould  meet  witb  proteSion, 
beeaufe  they  thought  themfelves  ufcful.     They  were 
difappointcd  in  their  cxpeSatrons.    They  could  obtain 
nothing  from  James  I.  a  weak  prince,  infeaed-  wiih 
the  falfe  philofophy  of  his  age,  of  a  fubtile  and  pedan- 
tic genius,  and  better  qualified  to  be  the  head  of  an 
tiniverfity  than  to  prefide  over  an  empire.     By  their 
aaivity,  perfeverance,  and  judicious  choice  of  officers 
and  faaors,  the  company  provided  thofe  fuccours  which 
were  refufed  them  by  their  fovereign.     They  ereaed 
forts,  and  founded  colonies  in  the  iflands  of  Java,  Po- 
lei-on,  Amboyna,  and  Banda.     They  likewife  fhared 
ihe  fpice  trade  with  the  Durch,  which  will  always  be 
the  mpft  certain  branch  of  eaftern  commerce,  beeaufe 
the  objeas  of  it  are  become  neceffary  articles  of  life. 
It  was  of  more  importance  at  the  time  we  are  fpeaking 
pf,  beeaufe  the  extravagance  of  fancy  had  not  then 
made  fo  much  progrefs  in  Europe  as  it  has  done  fince, 
and  becatifc  there  was  not  that  prodigious  demand  for 
India  linens,    ft«fR>  teas,  and  Chlnefe  Varnilb,   that 
jhere  |s  at  prefent. 

Tpi 
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The  Dutch,  who  had  driven  ihc  Pormgucfc  froih  B  O^O  K 
the  fpice-iflands,  never  intended  to  fufFer  a  nation  to  <   _ ^^_f 
fettle  there,  whofe  maritime  force,  charaScr,  and  go-  lyifputes 
vernment,  would  make  them  formidable  rivals.  They  ^*p^"jiflj 
I)ad  many  advantages  oh  their  fide,  fuch  as  powerful  andDotch. 
colonies ;  a  well  exercifed  navy,  firm  alliances,  a  great 
fund  of  wealthy  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  principles  and  details  of  commerce,  which  the  Eng- 
lifli  wanting,  were  attacked  in  all  pofTible  ways. 

The  firft  ftep  the>r  rival  took  was  to  drive  them  from 
the  fertile  places  where  they  had  formed  fettlements. 
In  the  iflands  where  their  power  was  lefs  edablifhed, 
they  endeavoured,  by  accufatrons,  equally  void  of  truth 
and  decency,  to  make  them  odious  to  the  natives  of  the 
couJDtry.  Thcfe  ihameful  expedients  not  meeting  with 
all  the  fuccefs  the  Putch  e^peded,  thofe  avaricious 
traders  refolved  to  proceed  to  a£ls  of  violence.  An 
extraordinary  occafion  brought  on  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities  fooner  than  was  expeded. 

It  is  a  cuftom  at  Java  for  the  new  married  women 
to  difpute  witli  their  bufbands  the  (irft  favours  of  love. 
This  kind  of  conteft  which  the  men  take  a  pride  in  ter- 
ni^nattng  imn^iediately,  and  the  women  in  prqtrading 
a$'bng  as  poflible,  fometimes  lafts  feveral  wee^s.  The 
king  of  Bantam  having  overcome  the  refiftance  of  a  new 
bride  made  public  entertainments  in  celebration  of  his 
triuniDpb.  The  ftrangers  in  the  harbour  were  invited 
to  thefp  feflivals.  Unhappily  for  them  the  Engli/h  were 
treated  with  too  much  diftinfiion.  The  Dutch  looked 
vr'ith  a  jealous  eye  upon  this  preference,  and  did  not 
defer  revenge  a  moment.     They  attacked  them  on  all 

fides. 

T>iE  Indian  ocean  became,  at  this  period,  the  fcene 
pi  the  mod  bloody  engagenients  between  the  mari- 
titpc   forces  of  the  two  natipns.     They  fought  out, 

S  4  attacked, 
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BOOK  attacked*  and  combated  each  other  with  the  fpirit  of 
III 

men  who  chofe  to  conquer  or  die.  Equal  courage  ap- 
peared on  both  fldes,  but  there  was  a  difparity  in  their 
forces.  The  Englifh  were  on  the  point  of  being  ovcr- 
comcy  when  fome  moderate  people  in  Europe,  which 
the  flames  of  war  had  not  reached,  endeavoured  to 
find  out  the  means  of  accommodating  their  difl^erences. 
By  an  infatuation,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  explain  the 
faufe  of,  the  very  (Irangeft  of  all  was  adopted. 

In  i$I9  the  two  companies  (igned  a  treaty,  the  pur* 
port  of  which  was  that  the  Molucca  iflands,  Amboyna, 
and  Banda,  {hould  belong  in  common  to  the  two  nati- 
ons: that  the  Englifli  (hould  have  one  third,  and  the 
Dutch  two  thirds  of  the  produce  at  a  fixed  price :  that 
each,  in  proportion  to  their  intereft,  ihould  contribute 
to  the  defence  of  thefe  ifiands :  that  a  council  compofed 
of  (kiU'ul  men  of  both  parties,  (hould  regulate  all  the 
affairs  of  comnierce  at  Batavia  :  That  this  agreement, 
guaranteed  by  the  refpe&ive  fovereigns  (hould  laft  twen- 
ty years;  and  that  if  any  differences  (hould  arife,  dur- 
ing this  interval,  that  could  not  be  fettled  by  the  two 
companies,  they  (hould  be  determined  by  the  king  of 
Creat  Britain  and  the  States-general,  Among  all  the 
political  conventions  preferved  in  hifiory,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  niore  extraordinary  one  than  this.  It 
^ad  the  fate  it  deferved. 

Th¥:  Dutch  wer^  no  fooner  informed  of  it  in  India, 
than  they  devifed  means  to  render  it  ineffediial.  The 
(ituatipn  of  affairs  favoured  their  defigns.  The  Spani- 
ards and  the  Portuguefe  had  taken  advantage  of  thedif- 
putes  between  their  enemies,  to  regain  their  fettlements 
in  the  Moluccas.  They  might  fortify  themfelves  there; 
and  it  w,a3  dangerous  to  give  them  time.  The  EngHO^ 
f  ommiffaries  concurred  with  them  in  opinion  that  it 
wpuld  be  beft  to  attack  them  without  delay  j  but  s^i- 
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ded,  that  they  were  not  at  all  prepared  to  aft  in  con-  B  O  O  K 
cert  with  them.  This  declaration,  whfch  was  expcQ- 
ed,  was  regiftered ;  and  their  affociates  embarked  alone 
in  an  expedition,  all  the  advantages  of  which  they  re- 
ferved  to  themfelvcs.  The  agents  of  the  Dutch  com- 
pany had  only  one  (lep  further  to  go>  to  get  all  the 
fpices  into  the  hands  of  their  mailers,  which  was  to 
drive  their  rivals  from  the  ifland  of  Amboyna.  The 
method  by  which  they  fucceeded  in  their  projeft  was 
very  extraordinary. 

A  Japanese,  in  the  Dutch  fervicc  at  Amboyna, 
made  himfelf  fufpeSed  by  his  imprudent  curiofity.  He 
was  feized,  and  confefled  that  he  had  entered  into  an 
engagement  with  the  foldiers  of  his  nation  to  deliver  up 
the  fort  to  the  Engliih.  His  comrades  confirmed  his 
account,  making  the  fame  confeflion.  Upon  thefe  una- 
nimous depofitions,  the  authors  of  the  confpiracy,  who 
did  notdifavow,  but  even  acknowledged  it»  were  put  in 
irons :  and  the  plot  was  (tifled  in  the  death  of  the  cri- 
minals by  the  hands  of  .juftice.  This  is  the  account 
given  by  the  Dutch. 

The  Englifh  have  always  confidered  this  accufation 
as  the  fuggeftion  of  an  unbounded  avarice.  "They  have 
maintained  that  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  ten  fac- 
tors and  eleven  foreign  foldiers  could  have  formed  the 
projeS  of  feizing  upon  a  place,  which  was  garrifoned 
by  two  hundred  men  :  that  even  if  thefe  unhappy  men 
bad  thought  it  poflible  to  execute  fo  extravagant  a  plan, 
would  they  not  have  been  difcouragcd  by  the  impoffi-. 
bility  of  obtaining  fuccours  to  defend  them  againft  an 
enemy  who  would  have  befieged  them  on  all  fides  ? 
To  make  a  confpiracy  of  this  kind  probable,  it  requires 
ftronger  proof  than  a  confeflion  extorted  froni  the  ac- 
<:ufed  by  extremity  of  torture.  The  torments  of  the 
rack  never  afforded  ^ny  other  proof,  than  that  of  the 

courage 
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3  O  O  K.  courage  or  wetkDefs  of  thofe  whom  barbarous  cufloms 
t,„J^^'      condcniocd  to  it.     Thcfc  confidcrations,  ftrengtbened 
'~^'  "^  by  fcvertl  others,  almoft  equally  convincing,  have  made 
the  Aory  of  the  coofpiracy  of  Amboyaa  fo  fufpe&ed, 
that  it  has  commonly  pafled  for  a  cloak  to  palliate 
^cruehy  and  avarice. 
^  The  miniflry  of  James  I.  and  the  whole  nation  were 
at  that  time  fo  engaged  in  ecclefiaftical  fubtihies,  and 
the  difcuffion  of  the  rights  of  king  and  people,  that 
they  were  not  fcnfible  of  the  infults  offered  to  the  Kng- 
Ufti  name  in  the  Eaft.     This  indifference  produced  a 
caution     which     foon    degenerated     into    weakoefs* 
Tbefe  iflanders,  h^ever,  maintained  the  brairery  of 
their  charader  better  at  Coromandel  and  Malabar. 
Bifputes         They  had  eftablilhed  faf^ories  at  Mazulipatam>  Ca- 
En  iffli      '*^^*»  ^^  fcveral  other  ports,  and  even  at  Delhi.  Surat, 
with  the      the  richeft  mart  in  thefe  countries,  tempted  their  am- 
Pdrtuguefe  bition  in  i6ii.     The  inhabitants  were  difpofed  to  re- 
ceive them  :  but  the  Portuguefe  declared^  that  if  they 
fu&ered  this  nation  to  make  a  fettlement,  they  would 
burn  all  the  towns  upon  the  coafl,  and  feize  all  the  In- 
dian veffels.    The  governmen-t  was  awed  by  thefe  me- 
naces. Middleton,  difappointed  in  his  hopes, was  obliged 
to  abandon  t})e  place,  and  return  through  a  numerous 
fleet  to  which  he  did  more  damage  than  he  r<eceived. 

Captain  Thomas  Bcft  arrived  in  thefe  latitudes  the 
year  following,  with  a  very  confiderable  force.  He  was 
received  at  Surat  without  any  oppofitipn.  The  agents 
he  carried  out  with  him  had  fcarce  entered  upon  their 
xemployments  when  a  formidable  armament  from  G03 
made  its  appearance.  The  Englifli  admiral,  reduced  to 
this  alternative,  either  of  betraying  the  bterefts  he  was 
intruded  with,  or  of  expofHighimfelf  to  the  greatcft 
danger  in  defending  them,  did  not  hefitate  "what  part 
li<  (hpuld  aQ.     He  twice  attacked  the  Pprtugucfe,  and 

notwiih- 
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Dotwithftandmg  the  great  inferiority  of  his  fquadron,  B  O  O  C 
gained  the  vidbry  each  time.   However*  the  advantage  * 

the  vanqaiihed  derived  from  their  position,  their  ports, 
and  their  fortrefles,  always  made  the  Englifh  navigation 
in  the  Guzarat  very  difficult.  They  were  obhged  to 
maintain  a  conAant  ftruggle  againft  an  obftinate  enemy 
that  was  not  difcouraged  by  defeats.  No  tranquillity  was 
<o  be  obtained,  but  at  the  price  of  new  contefts  and  new 
triumphs. 

The  news  of  thcfe  glorious  fiiccefles  againft  a  nation  J^*r^"^* 
which  had  hitherto  been  thought  invincible,  reached  as  connect 
far  as  the  capital  of  Periia.  tiont  with 

_  ID     C 

This  vaft  country,  fo  celebrated  in  antiquity,  ap-  *^^"*« 
peared  to  hsi  ve  been  free  at  the  fir  ft  inftitution  of  its  go^ 
vernment.  The  monarchy  rofe  upon  the  ruins  of  a  de- 
praved republic.  The  Perfians  were  long  happy  under 
this  form  of  government :  their  manners  were  as  fimple 
as  their  taws.  At  length  the  fpirit  of  conqueft  infufed 
itfelf  into  the  ibvereignt.  At  that  time  the  treafures  of 
Aflyria,  the  fpoils  of  many  trading  nations,  and  the  tri- 
bute arifing  from  a  vaft  number  of  provinces,  brought 
immenfe  riches  into  the  empire,  which  foon  occaftoned 
ja  total  alteration.  The  diforders  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch, 
that  the  care  of  the  public  amufements  feemed  to  en- 
gage the  chief  attention  oP  government. 

A  PEOPLE  totally  devoted  to  pieafure  conld  not  fail 
in  a  (hort  time  to  be  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  flavery.  They 
were  fucceflively  enflaved  by  the  Macedonians,  the  Par- 
thians,  the  Arabians,  and  the  Tartars,  and  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century  by  the  Sophisy  who  pre- 
tended to  be  the  defcendents  of  Aly,  author  of  the  fa- 
mous reformation,  by  which  Mohammedanifm  was  di- 
vided into  two  branches. 

No  prince  of  this  new  race  n>ade  himfelf  fo  famous 
as  Schah-Abbas,  furnamed  the  Great,     He  conquered 

Candahar, 
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BOOK  Candahar,  feveral  places  of  importance  upon  the  Black 
Seat  part  of  Arabia,  and  drove  the  Turks  out  of  Geor- 
gia, Armenia,  MefopoUmiaj  and  all  the  countries  they 
had  conquered  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates. 

These  vidories  produced  remarkable  changes  in  the 
interior  adminiftration  of  the  empire.  The  great  men 
took  advantage  of  the  civil  broils  to  nuke  themfelves  in- 
dependent ;  they  were  degraded,  and  all  pofts  of  con- 
fequence  were  given  to  (Irangers,  who  had  neither  the 
power  nor  inclination  to  raife  factions.  The  militia  hav- 
ing taken  qpon  themfelves  to  difpofe  of  the  crown  at 
their  pleafure  ;  they  were  reftrained  by  foreign  troops, 
whofe  religion  and  cuftoms  were  different.  Anarchy 
had  inclined  the  people  to  feditton ;  and  to  prevent  this» 
the  towns  and  villages  were  filled  with  colonies  chofen 
out  of  nations  whofe  manners  and  character  bore  no  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  the  ancient  inhabitants.  Thefe 
arrangements  gave  rife  to  a  defpotifm  the  moft  abrolute, 
perhaps,  that  any  country  ever  experienced. 

It  is  furprizing  how  the  great  Abbas  found  means  to 
introduce  into  this  government,  which  trampled  on  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  fome  defigns  for  the  public 
advantage.  He  patronized  the  arts,  and  eftabli(hed 
them  at  court,  and  in  the  provinces.  All  who  came 
into  his  dominions,  if  they  I'oflefled  talents  of  any  kindf 
were  fureof  being  well  received, aflified,  and  rewarded. 
He  would  often  fay,  that  Grangers  were  the  bed  orna* 
ments  of  an  enfipire,  and  added  more  to  a  prince's  dig<- 
nity  than  the  pomp  of  the  moft  refined  lujLury. 

While  Perfia  was  rifing  from  its  ruins  by  the  Jiffer^ 
ent  branches  of  induftry  that  were  every  where  efta- 
Jblilhed,  a  colony  of  Armenians,  tranfplanted  to  Ifpa- 
ban,  carried  the  fpirtt  of  commerce  into  the  heart  of 
the  empire.  In  a  little  .ti^ne,  thefe  traders,  and  the 
natives  of  the  country  who  followed  their  exampl^i 

fpread 
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» 

fpread  themfelvcs  over  the  Eaft,  into  Holland,  England,  B  OO  K 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  Baltic,  and  wherever  bufi- 
nefs  was  carried  on  with  fpirit  and  advantage.  The 
Sophi  himfelf  bore  a  part  in  their  enterprises,  and  ad^ 
vanced  them  confiderablc  fums,  which  they  employed 
to  advantage  in  the  raoft  celebrated  marts  in  the  worlds 
They  were  obliged  to  return  the  capital  on  the  terma 
agreed  upon,  and  if  they  had  increafed  it  by  their  in« 
duftry,  he  granted  them  fome  recompenfe. 

The  Portuguefe,  who  found  that  a  part  of  the  In- 
dian trade  with  Ada  and  Europe  was  likely  to  be  di- 
verted to  Pcrfia,  impofed  refiraints  uppn  it :  they  would 
not  fuffer  the  PerGans  to  purchafe  merchandize  any 
where  but  from  their  magazines :  they  fixed  the  price 
of  it ;  and  if  they  fometimes  allowed  it  to  be  taken  at 
the  places  where  it  was  manufadured,  it  was  always  to 
be  carried  in  their  own  bottoms,  charging  all  expcnces 
of  freight  and  exorbitant   cuftoms*     This  ftretch  of 
power  difpleafed  the  great  Abbas,  who  being  informed 
of  the  refentment  of  the  Englifli,  propofed  to  unite  their 
maritime  ftrength  with  his  land  forces,  to  bcfiege  Or- 
mus.     This  place  was  attacked  by  the  combined  arms 
of  the  two  nations  and  taken  in  the  year  1 622,  after  a 
conteft   that  laftcd  two  months.     The  conquerors  di- 
vided the  fpoil,  which  was  immenfe,  and  afterwards 
totally  demoliflied  the  place. 

Three  or  four  leagues  from  hence  there  was,  upon 
the  continent,  an  harbour  called  Gombron,  or  Bender 
Abafli.  Nature  feemed  not  to  have  defigned  it  (hould 
be  inhabited.  It  is  fituatcd  at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  of 
mountains  of  an  exceffive  height ;  the  air  you  breathe 
feems  to  be  on  fire ;  mortal  vapours  continually  exhale 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  the  fields  are  black  and 
dry,  as  if  they  had  been  fcorched  with  fire.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thcfc  inconveniencies,as  Bender- Abaffi  had  the 

advantage 
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BOOK  advantage  of  being  placed  at  the  efitrance  of  iht  Ovilf, 
^^*  .  the  Periian  oonarch  chofe  to  make  it  the  centre  of  the 
eztenftve  trade  he  intended  to  carry  on  with  India.  Th« 
EngUfli  joined  in  this  proje6L  A  perpetual  exemption 
from  all  impofts^  and  a  moietjr  of  the  produ&  of  thef 
coftomsy  were  granted  them,  on  condition  they  (hoald 
maiotaint  at  leaft»  two  men  of  war  in  the  Gutf.  This 
precaution  was  thoaghc  neceflary  to  fruflrate  the  it-- 
tempts  of  the  PortttgaeTe^  whofe  /efentmept  was  fiiH 
to  be  dreaded* 

From  this  time  Bender*Abaifi,  which  was  before  a 
poor  fifliiog  town,  became  a  flonrtihing  city*  The  Eng^ 
lifli  carried  thither  fpices>  pepper,  and  fugar,  from  the 
markets  of  the  eaft;  and  iron,  lead,  and  cloths,  from 
the  ports  of  Europe.  The  profits  ariitng  from  tkefe 
commodities  were  iocreafed  by  the  very  high  freight 
paid  them  by  the  Artneoians,  who  were  ftill  in  pofl!d£« 
on  of  the  richeft  branch  of  the  Indian  commerce. 

These  merchants  had,  for  a  long  time,  been  concern* 
ed  in  the  linen  trade*  They  had  never  been  fuppiant-* 
ed  either  by  the  Portaguefe,  who  were  intent  only  on 
plunder,  or  by  the  Dutch,  whoTe  attention  was  totally 
confined  to  the  fptce  trade.  They  might*  neverthdefsb 
be  apprehenfive,  that  they  ihould  not  be  able  to  with" 
ftand  the  competitioo  of  a  people  who  were  equally  ricJbf 
induftrious,  adive,  and  frugal.  The  Armenians  sk&94 
then  as  they  have  ever  done  fince :  they  went  to  Iniisa 
where  they  bought  cotton,  which  they  fent  tothefpin- 
tiers ;  the  cloths  were  manufactured  under  their  o»ji 
infpedion,  and  carried  to  Gombron,  from  whence  they 
were  tranfported  to  Ifpabanl  From  thence  they  found 
their  way  into  the  diiFerent  provinces  of  the  empire,  tbe 
dominions  of  the  Grand  Signior,  and  into  Europe,  wherf 
the  cuftom  has  prevailed  of  calling  them  Perfianmanu- 
fa£kures,  though  they  were  never  made  bat  on  the  cotii 

of 


IN  TH£  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  rji 

of  CoromaAdel*     Such  is  the  influence  of  names  upon  BOOK 

opinions,    that  the  vulgar  error,  which  attributes  to  ^ ^^^ 

Perfia  the  manufadure  of  the  Indies,  will,  in  a  feries 
of  ages,  perhaps,  paft  with  the  learned  in  future  times 
f6r  an  incontcftable  truth,  the  infurmountable  diffi- 
cuhies  which  errors  of  this  kitid  have  occafioned  in  the 
hiftory  of  Pliny,  and  other  anckn*  writers,  (houM  in* 
duce  us  lo  fct  a  high  value  on  the  labours  of  the  literati 
of  this  age,  who  colled  the  works  of  nature  and  of  art 
with  a  view  of  tranftnitting  them  to  pofterity. 

In  exchange  for  the  merchandife  they  carried  to  Per- 
fia,  they  gave  the  following  articles  which  were  cither 
the  produce  of  their  own  f<ril,  or  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry.  Sak,  which  was  the  principal  commodity;  and 
was  prepared  and  exported  in  great  quantities.  Cara^ 
ttianian  wool,  which  nearly  i^feitibles  that  of  the  Vien- 
na. It  was  of  great  ufc  in  the  manufadurc  of  hats, 
and  of  fome  fluffs.  It  is  a  femarkabfe  circumftance  in 
the  goats  that  produce  it,  that  in  the  month  of  May 
the  Beece  falls  off  of  itfelf.  The  ttirquoifes,  which  are 
more  or  kfs  valuable,  accorditjg  as  they  are  procured 
from  one  or  other  of  the  three  mines  that  produce 
them.  They  were  formerly  an  article  of  the  drefs  of 
our  ladies.  Cold  brocades,  which  fold  at  ^  higher 
price  than  any  of  thofe  which  tfre  the  produce  of  the 
moft  celebfated  mamrfaaures.  Some  of  them  were 
made  to  be  worn  on  one,  and  others  on  both  fides.  They 
were  ufed  for  Winciowwcurtamsj  Ifcreens,  and  magnifi- 
cent fophas.  Tapeftf y,  which  has  lince  been  fo  w^jl 
imitated  in  Eutnipe,  and  hfas-,  for  a  kmg  time  been  (he 
richeft  furniture  of  out  rooms.  Klorocco>  whkh>  as 
other  ftins,  is  bitWight  to  a  degree  of  pcrfedion  which 
cannot  be  iequalfed  any  where  elfe.  Shagretn,  goats 
hair,  rofe-watef,  medkhm'l  foots,  ^niM  for  colours, 
dates,  horfes,  arms,  and  many  other  articles^  of  which 
fome  are  fold  in  India,  and  others  carried  to  Europe. 

Though 
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BOOK      Though  the  Dutch  managed  to  get  all  the  trade  of 

^  j^^*       India  into  their  hands,  they  viewed  the  traBfadions  of 

^^^"^"^  Perfia  with  a  jealous  eye.    They  thought  the  privileges 

enjoyed  by  their  rivals  in  the  road  of  Bender- Abafll 

might  be  compenfated  by  the  advantage  they  had  in 

having  a  greater  quantity  of  fpices,  and  entered  into  a 

competition  with  them. 

Decline  of      The  Englifh,  harrafled  in  every  mart  by  a  powerful 

theEngliih  enemy,  refolutely  bent  on  their  deftru£lion>  were  obliged 

in  India,     every  where  to  give  way.     Their  fate  was  haftened  by 

thofe  civil  and  religious  difleniions,  which  deluged  their 

country  with  blood,  and  extinguifhed  ail  fentiment  and 

knowledge.   India  was  totally  forgotten,  while  the  moit 

important  interefts  were  at  ftake ;  and  the  company  op- 

preflfed  and  difcouraged,  were  reduced  to  nothing  at  the 

time  that  the  death  of  Charles  afforded  fo  inftruSivc 

and  dreadful  a  leflbn. 

Cromwell,  enraged  at  the  favours  the  Dutch  bad 
fhewn  to  the  unfortunate  family  of  the  Stuarts,  and  at 
the  afylum  they  had  afforded  to  the  EngliOi  who  had 
been  pro 'cribed  i  and  piqued  that  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces  (hould  pretend  to  the  dominion  of 
thefea;  proud  of  hisfuccefs,  and  fenlible  of  hi$own 
ftrength,  and  that  of  the  nation  under  bis  coroipandj 
refolved  at  the  fame  time  to  make  it  refpeSed,  and  to 
revenge  his  own  quarrel.  He  declared  war  againft  the 
Dutch. 

Of  all  the  maritime  wars  which  have  been  recorded 
in  hiflory,  none  were  conducted  with  more  knowledgei 
or  were  more  famous  for  the  fkill  of  the  commaoders> 
and  the  bravery  of  the  Tailors ;  none  prefented  fo  great  a 
number  of  obfiinate  and.  bloody  engagements.  The 
£ngli{h  obtained  the  advantage,  and  owed  it  to  thefizc 
of  their  (hips,  in  which  particular  they  have  fince  been 
imitated  by  other  European  nations. 

Ths 
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The  prote£torj  whofe  Yoice  was  a  Uw,  did  not  ^x-  B  O  O.K 
^rt  himfcif  as  far  as  he  might  in  favour  of  I^dia.     He 
conrented  himielf  with  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
Englifh  trade»  procuring  a  difavowal  of  |he  maflacre  at 
Amboyna>  and  tnfifting  upt>n  an  indemnification   for   ■ 
the  defcendants  of  the  unhappy    vidims  who  pcriflied 
in  that  dreadful  tranfadion.     No  notice  is  taken  in  (he 
treaty,  of  the  forts  taken  from  the  nation  by  the  Dutch# 
in  the  ifland  of  Java,  and  in  feveral  of  the  Moluccas. 
It  was  ftipulated,  indeed,  that   the  ifland  of  Puleron 
fliould  be  reftored:  but  the  ufurpers,  feconded  by  the 
Engiifli  negotiator  whopfi  they  had  corrupted,  fouqd 
means  to  elude  this  article  fo  dextroufly,  which,  would 
and  ought  to  have  produced  a  rivalry  in  the  fpicf;  trade^ 
that  the  obiervance  of  it  was  never  enforced* 

Notwithstanding  this  negle&,  as  foop  as  the  Revivalof 
(Company  had  obtained  from  the  protedor  a  renewal  of  J^^**?" 
their  privileges  in  1657*  ^^  found  themfclvcs  firmly  j^  India, 
fupported  by  the  public  authority,  they  (hewed  z  fpirit 
of  refolution  which  they  had  loft  during  their  late  mis- 
fortunes.    Their  courage  kept  pace  with  their  rights* 

The  fuccefs  they  met  in  Europe,  accompanied 
them  into  Afia.  Arabia^  Periia,  Indoftan,  the  eaftern 
parts  of  India,  China,  and  all  the  markets. where  the 
Englifti  had  formerly  traded,  were  open  to  them.  They 
were  even  received  with  more  franknefs  and  lefs  dip- 
truft  than  they  had  experienced  formerly.  Their  trade 
was  very  brilk,  and  their  profits  very  confiderable :  no* 
thing  was  wanting  to  complete  their  fuccefs  but  an  en- 
trance into  Japan,  which  they  attempted.  But  the 
Japaoefe  having  learned  from  the  Dutch  that  the  king 
of  England  had  married  a  daughter  of  the  king  of  Por« 
tugal,  tefufed  to  admit  the  Englifh  into  their  ports. 

Notwithstanding  this  difappointment,  the  com-- 

pany's  afiairs  were  in  a  very  flourifliing  condition :  they 

V0L.L  T  Battered 
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*  «i?  ^  ^tt«fed  ihcmCeUes  with  the  pkafing  hopes  of  giving 

a  grefttcr  •extent  afid  fecuritj  to  their  affairs,  when  they 

found  their  career  retarded  bj  a  rivalry^  which  their 

own  fuccefs  created. 

tunw'and       SoME  traders,  fired  With  the  relation  of  the  adtan- 

mifcon-      tages  to  be  obtained  in  fadia,  refoUedto  niake  !rayages 

duaof  die  (hither.    Chaf4dBr  If.  ^ho  filled  the  throne  with  the 

the^Indict.  ^^P^^o^sanddiflblute  maifners  of  a  private  charader, 

gave  them  permHlton  for  a  valuable  confideration; 

while,  on  the  other  hand,  he -extorted  large  fuimfrom 

the  company,  to  enable  him  to  perfecnte  thofe  who 

encroaehed  upon  his  prifikge.    A  competition  of  this 

natufe  would  unavoidably  degeoeraie  into  •piracy.  The 

EngRih  thus  becoming  enemke  to  each  othfer,  carried 

on  their  difputes  wif  h  a  fpirit  of  rancour  and  ammofity» 

'^hich 'lowered  them  in  the 'pinion  of  the  people  of 

Aila.'    •  • 

HTHr  Dutch  wifhed  to  take  advantage  of  fo  fingabr 
a-conjundure.    Thefe  repubticans  had  for  a  long  tiine 
been  abfdtite  inaAers  of  the  Indian  trade.     They  bad 
feen  witli  regret  a  part  of  it  taken  oat  of  their  hands, 
at  the  tdnchilion  of  the  civil  wars  in  England.    They 
hoped  t6  recover  it  by  the  fupcriority  ^f  their  forces^ 
when  hi '1^64  the  two  liationfs  entered  into  a  war  in  all 
parts  of  the  world;  but  the  hoftittties  did  not  eontiuiie 
ion^  enbujgh  to  anfWer  thefe*ftinigiiinees:pe6btton<.  As 
the  peace  prevented  them 'from  having  reconrfe  toopen 
violence,  they  refolvfed  to  attack  the  fovereigos  <tf  th« 
cpuntry  to  oblige  them  to  ihut  up  theif  porta  againft 
thejr  rival.    The  fooKih  and  dtfpicabk  bebavioor  d 
th^  Englffli  increafed  the  inlfalence  of'  the  ©utch,  who 
proceeded  fo  iar  as  to  drive  them  ignoRMiiioufiyfrom 
Bamam  in  1680, 

So  ferlous  and  pubKc  an  Infuk  roafed  Che  fpirit  of 

the  Etx^ifh  company.    The  defire  of  re^eftabli^g 

their 


1 


IN  TME  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  27S 

their  charitaer  gmVfying  their  revenge,  and  maintain-  *  0  0  K 

ing  their  ini^refis  animatied  thero  to  make  the  grcateft  ^ 

efforts.     They  equipped  a  Aeet  of  twe&ty-cbree  ftips^ 

with  eight  thoMfand. regular  troop$  ;oa  'board.    They 

^vitre  ready  t^  &U>  'when  ch^ir  depar tunewa^  po(l.p0i>ed 

by  the  kipg'e  orders.     CharUi,  whort  neceflitiea  and 

licentioufnei>  wiere  lunhounded^  :had  entertained  hopes 

of  reoeiarihg  <an  iinmeiife  fum  to  indtice  him  to  j-ecall 

this  acma^eitit.  cAs-he  cotild  not  obtatn  itffom  his  ftib'* 

jeds,  be  wsis  refok^d  :to  necebre  iticom  hisenemiea. 

ile  facr^ed  iht  honour  and  trade  of  his  natign  for 

2)250»ooo  Uvres  (989457A  ion)  vvrhtch  were  paid  ihim 

by  the  Dutch*  <who  were  intimida^  by  thefe  great 

freparatioRs.    The   intended  expedition   never   took 

plaoe. 

The  coflDpaoy.evhaiifled  iby  dhu  pxpences  of  an  ai^ 
.maiiient>  which  :h^d  been  rendered  uff^tefs  by  dbe  .ve** 
iiurihyjof  the  court,  fent  tbeici^SJds  tprlndia  without 
the  neceflkry  f^nda  lo  foppl^r  :^  crni^olsa;  but  with 
torders  to  the:fhrd0rs>  :if:pofliMj&:tQdt!9k]ertbdiii  upon  cre- 
dit. The: fidelity  they  had  btih<$rt0  :Qbferve$d  iiP  tbe'v 
engagements^rocittred  thc^m. 0>  7 soyoooii vreg^  (395  »3 1  >%/• 
lox.)  Nothing  can  be  more  extraordinary  th*B  ,4|he  nae- 
thod  that  WaHsikfQn  H>  p^y  them  jbftck. 

Jo  SI  AS  Cttu-fti  who  from  b^iiig  >a  direSor,  w|s 
becotw  the  .lynint  pf  the  company,  js  &id«  unknown 
to  his  coWeagpfis*  ito:h*yerfent  orders  toiiKli^,  to. invent 
fome ;  pretence  or  rother,  to  deftawd  the  lenders  <^f  their 
money.  ThejeJoecution  of  this  inlquito«;is.projed  wjas 
intrnfted  to  :his  brother  John  .ChHd»  who  was  governor 
ofBwnhay.  Thlaav»ritiQu«,  turbulent,  andfavagenjan, 
immediatelyproceeded  to  make  feweal  claims  upon  the 
^governor  of  Surat,  fome  K»ore  foolUh  than  others. 
Thefe  "dcia^nds  jme^ipg  ^ith  the  reception  tbey  de- 
:fcrvcd»  h€  aU»cfced  all  the  vefftU  belppfing  to  th€  fub- 

Ta  jcSs 
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BOOK  jcfib  of  the  crown  of  Delhi,  and  fingled  out  in  particu- 
lar the  (hips  from  Surat,  as  being  the  richeft.  He  paid 
no  regard  to  veflels  that  failed  with  its  pafs-ports,  and 
carried  on  his  infolence  fo  far  as  to  feize  a  fleet  laden 
with  provifion  for  the  great  Mogul's  army.  This  terri- 
ble pillage  which  laftedthe  whole  year  t688>  occafion* 
ed  incredible  loffes  throughout  all  Indoftan. 

AuR£NGZ£B£,  who  held  the  reins  of  the  empire 
With  a  fteady  handy  did  not  lofe  a  moment  in  reveng- 
ing fo  great  an  outrage.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 689*  one  of  his  lieutenants  landed  with  twenty  thou- 
iand  men  at  Bombayi  an  ifland  of  confcquence  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  which  a  princefs  of  Portugal  had 
brought  as  her  dowry  to  Charles  II.  ^nd  which  that 
monarch  had  ceded  to  the  company  in  1668.  On  the 
enemy's  approach^  the  fort  of  Magazan  was  abandoned 
with  fuch  precipitation  that  money,  provifions,  feveral 
chefis  of  arms,  and  fourteen  pieces  of  heavy  cannon 
were  left  behii^d.  The  Indian  general,  encouraged  by 
this  firfl  advantage,  attacked  the  Englifli  in  the  fieldf 
routed  them,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  into  the  prin- 
cipal fortrefs,  which  he  invefled,  and  hoped  foon  to 
'make  it  furrenden 

Child,  who  wasasdaftardly  in  time  of  danger  as  he 
had  been  daring  in  his  piracies,  immediately  difpatch- 
ed  deputies  to  court,  to  fue  for  pardon.  After  many 
intreaties,  and  much  mean  fubmiflion,  the  Englifli 
were  admitted  itito  the  emperor's  prefence  with  their 
hands  tied,  and  their  faces  towards  the  ground.  Ao- 
rengzebe,  who  was  defirous  of  prefenring  a  conneSion, 
which  he  thought  would  be  ufeful  to  his  fubjeds,  was 
not  inflexible.^  Having  delivered  himfelf  in  the  (file  of 
an  incenfed  fovereign,  who  could,  and  ought,  perhaps^ 
to  revenge  himfelf,  he  yielded  to  their  intreaties  and 
fubmiflion.    The  banifliment  of  the  •  author  of  the 

troubles. 
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troubles^  and  an  adequate  compehfation  for  fuch  of  his  B  O  O  K 

fubjeSs  as  had  been  plundered,  was  all  the  juftice  ex- 

aded  on  this  occafion  by  the  fupreme  will  of  the  moft 

defpotic  monarch  that  ever  exifted.    On  thefe  mode-^ 

rate  terms,  the  Englifii  were  permitted  ftill  to  enjoy 

thefe  privileges  tbey  had  obtained  at  different  times  in 

the  roads  belonging  to  the  Mogul. 

Thus  ended  this  unhappy  affair,  which  for  feveral 
years  interrupted  the  trade  of  the  company,  occafioned 
an  expence  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions,  (on  an 
average  about  416,000/)  the  lofs  of  five  large  veflfeis^ 
and  a  great  number  of  fmall  ones;  cod  the  lives  of 
many  thoufands  excellent  failors,  and  ended  in  the  ruin 
of  the  credit  and  honour  of  the  nation:  two  particulars, 
the  value  of  which  can  never  be  eftimated  too  highly. 

By  changing  their  maxims -ftnd  their  condud,  the 
company  might  flatter  tbemfelves  with  the  profped  of 
being  extricated  from  the  abyfs  into  which  their  own 
behaviour  had  plunged  them.  Thefe  hopes  were  foon 
daflied  by  a  revolution  which  did  not  diredly  concern 
them.  James  11.  a  tyrannical  and  fanatic  prince,  but 
one  who  underftood  maritime  affieiirs  and  commerce 
better  than  anyone  of  his  contemporaries,  was  depofed* 
This  event  made  all  Europe  take  arms.  The  confe* 
quences  of  thefe  bloody  quarrels  are  well  known.  Per- 
haps, it  is  not  fo  well  known  that  the  French  privateers 
took  four  thoufand  two  hundred  Englifli  merchantmen, 
valued  at  fix  hundred  feventy-five  millions  of  livrcs, 
(29,531,250/.)  and  that  the  greeted  part  of  the  veffeU 
returning  from  India  were  included  in  this  fatal  lift. 

These  depredations  were  fucceeded  by  a  fpicit  of 
oeconomy,  which  muft  naturally  haften  the  ruin  of  the 
company.  The  French  refugees  bad  carried  the  culture 
of  flax  and. hemp  into  Ireland  and  Scotland.  For  the> 
encouragement  of  this  branch  of  induftry,  it   was 

T  3  thought 
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*  ^f?  ^  thought  proper  lo  prohtbtt  the  wear  of  lodiins  lineifSy 
eicept  muflins,  and  thofe  which  were  neceflkry  foit 
the  African  trade.  How  coold  a  body  alfetdy  eihtfud-- 
ed  fuflain  fo  unforefeent  fo  heavy  a  ftroke  i 

The  peace  which  (bould  have  put  an  end  to  thefe 
misfertunftSt  filled  up  the  meafore  of  them.  Three? 
kingdoms  with  one  voice  exclaimed  agatnft  the  cofApa** 
fiy.  It  was  not  their  decline  that  railed  them  enemies: 
it  only  encouraged  thofe  they  had  already*  Th^  met 
withoppoiition  at  their  firft  eftablifliment..  Everfince 
the  year  16159  feveral  politicians  had  declaimed  agaiuft 
the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  They  afferted^  that  it 
weakened  the  naval  (Irengih  by  deflroying  great  num- 
bers of  men ;  and  leOencd  the  Levant  and  RUfcflian  com* 
merce*  without  afibrding  as  equWakiU  advantage. 
Thefe  clamours,  though  contradifibed  by  jiidtcioiispeo- 
pie,. grew  fo  violent  towards  the  yeaif  i6a8i  that  the 
ciompany  feeing  theinfelves  expofed  to>  the  odiam  of  the 
nation)  applied  to  government.  They  petitioned  that 
the  nature  of  their  commerce  might  be  examined:  that 
it  might  be  prohibited,  if  it  was  contrary  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  date ;  and  if  favourable  to  tfaem>  that  it 
might  be  authorized  by  a  poblic  dtcbratioii.  The  cf 
pofitiofl  of  the  nation^  which  had  heeo  fome  time  dor- 
manty  was  renewed  with miore  fitry  than  ever>  at.tbe 
period  we  are  fpeakit^  of.  Thtrfe  who  were  iefs  fevcre 
in  their  fpeculations^  confented  to  a  trade  with  Indian 
but  maintained  that  it  fhottkl  be  laid  open  to  the  whole 
nation.  An  exdufive  charter  wasi  10  their  opinioni  a 
manifell  encroachment  upon  liberty..  Accordingly  to 
then^b  govemmeat  waa  eftabltflied  by  the  people  with 
a  view  of  advanctilg  the  general  good ;  atid  it  would  be 
a  critne  againft  it  to  ftcrifice  public  td  private  interefts» 
by  tolefHting  odiou»  mooOfioliea.  They  filpported  tbia 
ufe£ul  an4  incomteftable  piinciplej  by  .  appealkig  to  a 

recent 
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recent  inftance.  Tbey  urged,  that  duringtberdbeUit^,  ^  ni?^ 
tfac  private  merchants  wha  had  got  pofleiTtoiv  of  the 
Aiiatk  feasy  carried  double  the  quantity  of  natipnat 
goods  there  was  formerly  a  demand  for,  and  vrert  in  a 
condition  to  fell  coniraodities  on  their  return  at  fo  low  a . 
price  as  to  fup^plant  the  Dutch  in  all  the  European  mar* 
kets.    But  thefe  acute  rei^blicans,  who  were  certain  of 
their  ruin,  if  the  Englilh  ihoutd  continue  any  l^ger 
to  condu^  their  affairs  on  the  maxims  of  univerfal  li- 
berty, bribed  certain  perfons  to  prevail  with  Cromwell, 
to  form  a  feparate  company.    Thefe  fecret  pradiicea, 
were  countenanced  by  the  Engltfh  merchants  concerned 
in  that  trade,  who  hoped  for  greater  advantages  in  £u-, 
ture;  when  being  the  only  venders^  they  might  imppfe. 
what  terors  they  pleafed  upon  the.  oonfumers*    The 
Prote£br,  deceived  by  the  artful  infinuations  of  both 
parties,  renewed  the chaJ:tel;^  but foi^ fevea  y^arsonly, : 
that  he  might  alter  his  conduct,.  i£  he  foj^nd  ceaf^n  to ' 
think  he  had  taken  a  wrong  ftep. 

This  ft^p.  was  not  thought  «  wropg  on^  by  any 
body.    Several  people,  were  of  opinio^,  that  tl^e  trade , 
to  India  could  not  be  can ied  on  with  advaiuage,  wiih^ 
cat  ztk  exclusive  privilege :  but  many  of  tj^kem^  m^in/taijn* 
cd  that  the  prefent  charter  was  infufficienti  having  b^jeiv 
granted  by  hings  who  had  no  right  tOj  do  it.     -J^l/iej?  i?e- ; 
cited  n^y  aQs  of  thb  kind  which  wei;e  abi9gate|[J.bjc. 
parliament  in   the  reigns  oiF  Edwaid  ill.  |Jeni|y.  IV.. 
Jamea  I.  and  other  princes.    Charlea  IL.inde^  oi^. 
tained  avcrdift  of  this  natuxe  in  the: court  of  coitlfnon: 
pleas,,  hut  it  wa$'  founded  u^^on  ar. frivolous  pretence. 
This  tribunal  i^id  the  confidence  to  declare,  Tb^tbt- 
prince  M  ^Mtb$wily  to  prevent  bis  -  fubjeSt  from  balding, . 
cmtmfc4  vjitb  in^fUj  left  ibf  j^ify  af  tbeiir^^  faitb 
Jbouidh  contamimMtL 

T4  Thqmch 


28o  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK      Though  the  parties  above-mentioned  wereaduated 

by  private,  and  even  oppofite  views,  they  all  united  in 

the  plan  of  making  the  trade  free,  or  at  lead  of  pro^ 

curing  the  reverfal  of  the  company's  charter.    The  na- 

tion>  in  general,  were  on  their  fide:  but  the  body  that 

was  attacked*  defended  itfelf  by  its  partifans,  the  mtnif- 

try,  and  all  the  dependents  of  the  court,  who  made  this 

a  common  caufe.    Each  party  had  recourfe  to  libels, 

intrigue  and  corruption.    Thefe   contending  pafTtons 

produced  one  of  thofe  dorms,  the  violence  of  which 

can  hardly  be  felt  any  where  but  in  England.     Thefe- 

veral  fafiions,  feds  and  interefts  maintained  a  furious 

combat ;  in  which  they  all  mingled  without  diftindion 

of  rank,  age,  or  fex.     Such  a  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  had 

never  been  raifcd  by  the  greateft  events.     To  keep  up 

the  zeal  of  their  friends,  the  company  offered  to  lend 

large  fums  on  condition  of    obtaining  their   charter. 

Their  adverfaries  made  offers  fiill  more  confiderable  to 

get  it  revoked. 

The  two  houfes  of  parliament,  before  whom  this 
caufe  was  heard,  declared  in  favour  of  the  private  mer* 
chants.  They  obtained  leave  to  cJirry  on  trade  to  India, 
either  feparately  or  in  concert.  They  entered  into  an 
afibcia^jon,  and  formed  a  new  company.  The  old  one 
'  had  permiffion  to  continue  its  armaments  till  the  expi- 
ration of  their  charter,  which  was  very  near  at  hand. 
Thus  England  had  two  Eaft  India  companies  at  the 
fame  time,  authorised  by  parliament  inftead  of  one 
eftabli(hed  by  royal  authority.  h 

These  two  bodies  (hewed  as  much  zeal  for  the  dc-^ 
ftrudion  of  each  other,  as  they  had  (hown  for  their 
rcfpeftive  eftablifliment.  They  had  both  experienced 
the  advantages  of  trade;  and  viewed  each  other  with  all 
the  jealoufy  and  hatred,  which  ambition  and  avarice 
peveF  fail  <o  infpire,    Their  tiifienfions  foon  broke  out 

with 
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with  confiderable  vrolence  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  In-  BOOK 
dia.  At  laift,  the  two  focieties  made  advances  towards  .  ^^^J 
a  reconciliation,  and  united  their  funds  in  1702.  From 
this  period  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  carried  on 
with  greater  propriety,  prudence  and  dignity.  The 
principles  of  commerce,  which  were  every  day  better 
underftood  in  England,  had  a  good  efFeA  on  their  ad- 
minift ration,  as  far  as  the  interefts  of  their  monopoly 
could  allow.  They  made  inriprovements  in  their  for- 
mer regulations,  and  formed  new  on^s.  They  endea- 
voured to  indemnify  themfelves  for  the  profits  they 
were  deprived  of  by  a  ftrong  competition,  by  procur- 
ing a  larger  fale  for  their  commodities.  Their  privileges 
were  lefs  violently  attacked,  iince  they  had  received  the 
fandion  of  the  laws,  and  obtained  the  protedion  of 
parliament. 

Their  profperity  was  overcaft  by  fome  tranfient 
misfonones.  In  1 702  the  Englifh  had  formed  a  fettle- 
ment  in  the  ifland  of  Pulocondor,  which  was  depen- 
dant on  Cochin-China.  Their  defign  was  to  take  a 
fliare  in  the  commerce  of  this  rich  kingdom,  which  had 
till  then  been  too  mirch  negleSed.  An  inftance  of 
exceiiive  feverity  had  given  difguft  to  (ixteeh  foldiers  of 
Macaflar,  who  were  part  of  the  garrifon.  On  the  3d;  of 
March  1 705  they  fet  fire  in  the  night  to  the'  Koufes  be- 
longing to  the  fort,  and  maflacred  the  Europeans  as 
they  came  to  extinguiih  it.  Thirty  out  of  forty-five 
loft  their  lives  in  this  manner ;  the  reft  were  knocked 
on  the  head  by  the  natives,  who  were  exafperated  at 
the  infolence  of  thefe  ftrangers.  By  this  accident  the 
company  loft  the  money  their  enterprize  had  coft  them, 
together  with  the  ftock  of  their  faftoriesand  the  prof- 
peQs  they  had  entertained. 

The  misfortunes  they  met  with  at  Sumatra,  in  the 

year  17 19  were  ndt  attended  with  the  fame  fatal  confe- 

•  '  .  quences. 
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*  ^,?  ^  queneccs.  Thfa  large  iiknd  bad  been  frequented  by 
tbe  Eoglifli  ever  Itoce  tbeir  arrival  iq  India,  but  tbejr 
did  not  fettle  there  tiH  the  year  t6S8.  They  drore 
the  Datch  from  Bencooko,  a  confiderable  town  on 
the  wefiern  coaft^  built  near  a  hirge  and  conunodbus 
bay :  and  took  pofleiSon  of  it  in  their  room.  The  con- 
querors found  tbe  iflanders  inclined  to  treat  with  them; 
and  thefe  difpofitions  were  at  firft  improved  with  pru- 
dence. This  circumfped  behaviour  did  not  laft  long. 
The  company's  agents  foop  ahaodoned  themfelves  to 
that  fpirit  of  raphe  and  tyranny,  which  the  Europeans 
ufualiy  carry  with  them  into  Afia.  Clouds  of  difconteot 
between  them  and  the  natives  of  the  country  began  to 
gather  by  degrees. .  Diftruft  afld  animofity  bad  rifen 
to  the  higheft  pitch,  when  the  foundations  of  a  rifmg 
fort  were  difcovered  at  the  diftanceof  a  few  miles 
from  the  coaft.  On  feeing  this,  the  inhabitants  pf 
Bencoolen  took  up  arms,  and  were  pined  by  the  whole 
country.  All  tbe  buildings  belonging  to  the  company 
were  inftantly  reduced  to  afhes^  tbe  Englcfli  were 
routed,  and  obliged  to  embark  with  aU  tbe  effefis 
they  could  carry  off.  Their  exile  was  not  of  iong  cos- 
ttnuaEhce.  The  fear  of  falling  under  tbe  dominion  of 
the  mercileft  Dutch  who  had  a  flrong  force  upon  their 
frontier,  procured  their  recall.  In  recompence  of  this 
difafter,  they  obtained  the  advantage  of  fiaifiiiing  the 
fort  Marftorough  without  oppofitioR,  which  ihey  fiiH 
retain. 

Th£8E  diflurbances  were  no  fooner  appeafed,  than 
new  ones  arofe  in  Malabar  and  other  countries*  As  the 
(burce  of  them  alt  lay  in  the  avarice  wi  lurbulent  dif- 
pofitionof  the  company's  fervwit^,  they  put  an  end  to 
them  by  giving  up  the  unjuitifiable  preteafions  that 
had  occdioned  thcnu    Other  obje^  of  the  mo&  in- 

tercfling  ni^ure  flbon  claimed  tfaetr  atten^on. 

England 
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Ekglakp  arid  France  entered  into  a  war  in   1744^  BOOK 
The  whole  wofU  became  the  fcend  of  their  opennipn^k  1,  J^,_j 
I0  lodia^  a9  well  a»  ia  oljs^r  places^  each  natiofi  fuf*.  War  be- 
tained  it&  charaSer.      The  EngliAi,   ever  animated  tween  the 
with  the  rpirit  of  commerce,,  attacked  and  ruined  that  f„"J^ 
of  their  enemies..    The  French  adhering  to  their  paf*  French. 
fion  for  conqueft>  feized  upon  the  principa4  fettlements 
belonging  to  their  rival.     The  event  (hewed  which  of 
the  two  nallons  had  a£ied  with  the  greateft  prudence. 
That  which  attended  to  nothing  but  its  own  aggran- 
dizement, funk  into  a  total  inadivicy  ^  while  the  other, 
deprived  of  the  center  of  its  power,  carried  its  enter* 
prizes  to  a  greater  extent. 

A  CESSATioK  of  hoftilities  between  the  two  divided 
nations  had  no  fooner  taken  place,  than  they  engaged 
themfelves  as  auxiliaries,  into  the  quarrels  of  the  la-^ 
dian  princes.  Soon  after  they  again  took  arn>s  on  their 
own  accouat.  Eefore  the  end  of  this  war,  the  French 
were  driven  out  of  the  continent  and  feasof  Afia.  At 
the  conclullon  of  the  peace  1 763>  the  Englifhconapany 
found  thevnfelves  in  pofleiBon  of  the  empire,  ip  Arabia, 
in  the  PerHan  Gulph^  on  the  coail  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandd,  and  at  Bengal. 

In  all  th^fe  countries  there  is  a  difference  in  climate,L 
manners,  foil,  pirQdudions„  the  fpirit  of  induAryi  and 
the  price  of  mercbandife.  Tbefe  particulars  ought  to 
be  exa31y  and  thoroughly  underftood.  We  will  give 
aihort  iketcb  of  them.  This  defcrip^fcion  wfU  be  fo^nd  < 
to  have  a  particular  coAnedion  wiih  the  hiftory  of  a 
nation,  which  has  obtained  a  remarkable  influence, 
and  derives  froRi(  it  th<  greateft  advantages.  General 

Arabia  is  one  of  the  largeft  peninfuUsid  the  known  ^{*^'\*' ""[ 
world.     It  is  bounded  by  Syria,  Diarbeck  and  Irac-  sea.andcf 
Arabt  on  theBorth,  by  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  fouth,  thcEng- 
by  the  Gulph  oJE  Perfia  on  the  eaft,  and  on  the  weft  '\^'  ^^?^^^ 

^y  particu'   -. 
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B  O  O  K  by  the  Red  Sea,  which  feplrates  it  from  Africa.  It  is 
^"'       commonly  divided  into  three  parts;   Arabia  Petraea, 
Arabia  Deferta,  and  Arabia  Felix,  which  names  de- 
note the  nature  of  the  foil  in  each  of  thefe  countries. 

Arabia  Petraea  is  the  moft  weftern  and  the  fmalfeft 
of  the  three.  It  is  for  the  moft  part  uncultivated,  and 
almoft  totally  covered  with  rocks.  In  Arabia  Deferta 
nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  arid  plains,  heaps  of  fand 
raifed  and  diflipated  by  the  wind,  and  fteep  mountains 
never  adorned  with  a  pleafing  verdure.  Springs  are  fo 
rarely  found  there,  that  the  pofleflion  of  them  is  always 
difputed  fword  in  hand.  Arabia  Felix  owes  its  fpc- 
cious  appellation  lefs  to  its  fertility  than  to  its  vicinity 
to  the  barren  countries  that  furround  it.  Thefe  difiFc- 
rent  regions,  though  cxpofed  to  great  heats,  enjoy  a 
fty  conftantly  pure  and  fcrcne. 

All  hiftories  agree  that  this  country  was  peopled  at 
a  very  early  period.  It  is  thought  that  its  firft  inhaba- 
tants  came  from  Syria  and  Chaldea.  We  cannot  find 
at  what  period  their  form  of  government  began; 
whether  their  knowledge  was  derived  from  India,  or 
whether  it  was  acquired.  It  appears  that  their  reli- 
gion was  Sabeifm  even  before  they  were  acquainted 
with  the  people  of  Upper  Afia.  They  had  early  fub- 
lime  ideas  of  the  divinity  :  they  worihipped  the  ftars 
as  bodies  animated  by  celeftial  fpirits :  their  religion 
was  neither  cruel  nor  abfurd ;  and  though  they  were  lia- 
ble to  thofe  fallies  of  enthufiafoi  fo  common  among  the 
fouthern  nations,  they  do  not  fe^  to  have  been  taint* 
ed  with  fanaticifm  till  the  time  of  Mohammed.  The 
inhabitants  of  Arabia  Deferta  profefled  a  wor(hip  not 
quite  fo  rational.  Many  of  them  worihipped,  and 
feme  offered  human  facrifices  to  the  fun.  It  is  a  truth 
that  may  be  colleSed  from  the  ftudy  of  hiflory  and  the 
infpeaion  of  the  globe,  that  the  religions  in  barren 

countries, 
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countries*  fobjeft  to  inundations  and  volcanos*  have  BOOK 
ever  had  a  tindure  of  crneltyy  and  h^ve  always  been  of 
a  milder  caft  in  countries  where  nature  has  been  more 
indulgent.    They  take,  their  charader  from  the  climate 
where  they  are  formed. 

When  Mohammed  had  eftabliihe^  a  new  religion 
in  his  country,  it  was  no  difficult  taik  to  infufe  a  fpi- 
rit  of  zeal  into  his  followers ;  and  this  o^al  made  them 
conquerors.  They  extended  their  dominion  from  the 
weftern  feas  to  thofe  of  China^  and  from  the  Canaries 
to  the  Molucca  iflands.  They  carried  ufeful  arts  along 
with  them>  which  they  improved  to  perfedion.  The 
Arabians  did  fiot  equally  fucceed  in  the  fine  arts  |  they 
(hewed,  indeed,  fome  genius  for  them,  but  had  not 
the  leaft  idea  of  that  tafie  with  which  nature  ibme  time 
after  infpired  the  people  who  haVe  become  their  difciples. 

Perhaps  genius,  which  is  the  offspring  of  a  crea- 
tive imagination,  flourifhesi  in.  hot  countries,  where  a 
variety  of  produSions,   grand  fcenes,  and  furprizing 
events,  excite  enthufiafm ;  white  tafte,  which  feleds 
with  choice  the  produce  of  the  fields  that  genius  has 
fown,  feems  rather  to  belong  to  people  of  a  (leady, 
mild,  and  moderate  temper^  who  live  under  the  influ- 
ence of  an  indulgent  fky.     Perhaps  too  this  fame  tafle, 
which  is  the  effed  of  reafon  refined  and  matured  by 
time,  requires  a  certain  (lability  in  the  government* 
united  with  a  certain  freedom  of  thinking,  an  inCen(i- 
ble  progrefsof  fcience,  which  afibrdiiig  a  greater  fcope 
to  genius,  enables  it  to  difcern  more  exadly  the  relation 
one  objed  has  to  another,  and  tO  combine  with  hap- 
pier art  thofe  mixed  fenfations  which  give  the  higheft 
entertainment  tomenof  elegant  minds.  Accordingly  the 
Arabians,  who  were  almoft  conftantly  forced  into  re- 
gions glowing  with  war  and  fanaticifm,  never  enjoyed 
that  temperature  of  government  and  climate  which 

gives 
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BOOK  gtfck  birth  to  tefle.  But  ihty  uitroduoesd  tnlo  the  coun* 
tries  tb^  conquered  fciences  which  they. had  pillBgecl# 
as  it  were«  in  the  covcfe  of  tbetr  xavagefl^  jnd  :t&  the 
aits.eOeiitmi  to  the  pcaTperitjr  of  lutioiB/ 

No  nation,  at  that  tinie»  uDdedfaood  comaiercc  fe 
vellf  or  carried  it  to  a  greater  extent.  They  attended 
toit  even  in  (the  courfitof  ^their  ooaqoefls.  Their  mer- 
dknXSf  mannfaAurest  and  markets,  reached  irom 
Spain  to  Tamquin-;  and  other  people,  at  ieaftthofe  ia 
the^wefteeo  pairt  of  the  nrovld,  were  iadtfltted  toitheni 
ibr  arts  and  feienoeB*  and  all  articles  >oondi]olve  1o  the 
icoatenienee#  the  prefenrstion,  and  the  pleafiires  of  life. 

WiiBir  the  ^oiaer  of  the  'C^altphs  began  ito  deicbne, 
the  Aral>iao89  after  the  example  offevefeal  notions  thej 
faadtfttUoed,  threw  off  ilievyoke  of  thefe  princes,  and 
the  country  lY^aflunied  by  degrees  its  adeieiit  iforni  of 
govcramentf  as  wellasitsrpi^mftii^  miners.  At  this 
sera,  the  nsibn  being,  a»ibffnerlyi  di^idisd  intoitribes 
under  the  coiidu&ofiiif(ereotQhic£»/retorned  to  their 
origjinal  cbaraQer  (roea  ifhiob^fanaticiftn  and  ^oibttion 
bad  made  them  de|Mf  L 

THEilatjire  of  the  Arabrabsiisciow,.  .tbeir:bodie$:leani 
and ; their  miice  flendcr ;  but  they;  have  Tobuft  loooffitu- 
iieos,  broiwnliair,  a  fwartfi^  compiexibn,  iblack  fpark- 
Itng  ;eyes,.  an  ingenious  countenance,  vbot  feMom 
aigteeable.  This  conrtrafted  mittnre  of  {eatures  and 
-qualities^  which  fieretn  incompatible,  £eemtai have  been 
vnited  in  this  race  of  men,'  to  xronftitale  a^itngoiar  na- 
it  ion,  wfaofe :  figure  and  charal^r  *  partake  ^ftixmgly  of 
•that  of  the  Turks,  Africans,  and  Perfians,  rhy  wbon 
they  are  ibrrounded.  ^nvt  and  ferions,  they  add 
4l-igntty  to  their  long  beai^  fpeak  litde,  ofe  no  geftarei 
make  no  paufes  or  falter  in  their  conrvcrfation*  They 
piqiie  thenifelves  on  obfervisg  the. ttriS;efl:  probity  to- 
wards each  other,  which  is  the  t§k6t  of  thaf  felf-lovei 

and 
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And  that  fpirit  of  patri0tlffn>  which9  ttoU^d  togtth^t,  BOOK 
make  any  nation^  clati  or  fociety^  eftfeem^  fdvouff  Mad. 
prefer  themfelves  to  the  reft  of  the  W4»rkl.  The  more 
carefully  they  preferve  their  phUgmaitic  charafSefj  (b 
much  the  more  formidable  is  their  refentfiiem  wb^n 
once  it  is  raifed.  Tfaefe  people  hiive  abiliticss  vyi 
even  a  genius  for  the  fciences ;  but  they  cultivattc  them 
but  little^  either  from  want  oif  aflUbincey  or  becaufe 
they  have  no  gccafion  for  ^eoii;  <hilAng  rather^  no 
doubt,  to  fuffer  natural  evilsy  tbftn  fhe  inconvoaitoce^f 
labour.  The  Arabians,  at  this  timeof  day^  aifford  no 
monument  of  genius,  noprodpSionsof  induflry^  which 
intitle  then)  tp  make  a  figure  in  the  hifiory  of  the  hu- 
.  man  mind. 

Their  mling  pa0ion  is  jealoufy.^  that  lormiuil  of 
impetuous,  weak,  and  tndkdent  tmt¥li$.  It  might  nn- 
turally  be  afke4f  whether  this  diftmft  was  owing  tQ  the 
high  or  low  opinion  ihey  entertaioedof  themfelves?  It 
is  faid  to  be  Tfom  the  Arabians  that  Several  natipos  of 
Afia,  Africa,  and  eyein  Europe  itfdf,  have  borrowed 
thofe  defpicable  precautions  which  this  odious  paflion 
prefcribes  againft  a  (ex,  which  ought  to  be  the  guar* 
<iian,  not  the  flave  of  our  pleafures.  AsXoon  as  a  dac^h- 
ter  is  born,  they  unite  by  a  kind  of  future  thofe  parts 
^hich  nature  has  feparated,  leaving  juft.  fpace  enough 
^or  the  natural  difchargeq.  As  the  child  grows,  the 
parts  by  degrees  adhere  fo  clofel/t  ibat  when  thqy  be- 
come marriageable  they  are  obliged  to  be  feparajted  by 
s^n  incifion.  Sometin>es  it  is  though^  fuiGcient  to  .make 
ufe  of  a  ring.  The  married  women,  as  well  as  the 
unmarried,  are  fubje£ted  to  thi^  outrage  on  the  virtue 
of  the  fex;  with  this  difFcrence  only,  that  the  ring 
Worn  by  the  young  women  cannot  be  taken  off,  whereas 
that  of  the  married  women  has  a  k\od  of  padlock,  of 
which  the  bufband  keeps  the  key.  This  cuftom,  which 

IS 
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B  O  O  K  is  known  in  all  parts  of  Arabia,  is  almoft  uhiverraDy 
™*       adopted  in  the  part  that  bears  the  ilameof  Petraea. 

Such  are  the  manners  of  the  natioiiin  general.  The 
different  manner  of  living  in  the  people  who  compote 
itf  moft  ncceffarily  have  introduced  fome  pecuVtarit'ics 
of  chara8er  that  are  worth  obferving. 

The  number  of  Arabians  who  inhabit  the  Defert 
may  amount  to  two  millions.  They  are  diftributed 
into  a  great  number  of  clans.  Tome  of  which  are  mofe 
^  populous  and  confiderable  than  others,  but  all  indepen- 
dent of  each  other*  Their  government  is  Ample :  an  1 
hereditary  chief,  affifted  by  a  few  old  men,  determines  ' 
all  debates,  and  puniflies  the  offenders.  If  heishofpita" 
ble,  humane,  and  juft,  they  adore  him ;  if  haughty, 
cruel,  and  avaricious,  they  tear  him  in  pieces,  and 
appoint  a  fucceflbr  out  of  his  own  family. 

These  people  form  encampments  in  all  feafons  of 
the  year.  They  have  no  fettled  abode,  and  fix  at 
different  places  where  they  can  be.fupplied  with  water, 
fruits,  and  pafturc.  They  find  an  infinite  charm  in 
this  wandering  life,  and  confider  the  fedentary  Arabs 
in  the  light  of  ftaves.  They  live  upon  the  milk  and 
flefh  of  their  herds.  Their  habits,  tdnts,  cordage,  and 
the  jtapefiry  they  deep  iipon,  are  all  made  of  the  wool  of 
their  iheep,  and  the  hair  of  their  goats  and  camels. 
This  is  the  employment  of  the  women  in  each  family; 
and  there  is  ,not  d  fingle  artift  in  the  whole  defert. 
What  they  confume  in  tobacco,  coffee,  rice,  and  dates, 
is  purchafcd  with  the  butter  they  carry  to  the  frontiers, 
and  by  the  money  arifing  from  the  annual  fale  of  twenty 
thoufand  camels,  at  forty-eight  livres  (2/.  2/.)  a  head. 
•Thefe  animals,  fo  ufeful  in  the  eaft,  were  formerly 
carried  to.  Syria.  The  greateft  number  are  now  lent  to 
Perfia,  the  perpetual  wars  there  having  occafioued  an 
extraordinary  demand-  for  them,    and  leflened  their 

numbers. 
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These  articles  not  being  fufficient  to  fupply  the  A-  B  O  O  K 
rabs  witb  what  they  wanted,  they  have  contrived  to 
raife  a  contribution  on  the  caravans,  which  fuperfti- 
tion  obliges  to  traverfe  their  fands.  The  moft  nume- 
rous of  thefe,  which  goes  from  Damar  to  Mecca,  pro- 
cures a  fafe  pafiage  by  the  payment  of  a  hundred  pUr- 
fes,  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  livres,  (6,562/.  lo/.) 
to  which  the  Grand  Seignior  is  fubjeSed,  and  which, 
by  ancient  agreement,  is  diftributed  among  all  the 
clans.  The  other  caravans  make  fimilar  terms  with 
the  clans,  through  whofe  territories  they  are  obliged  to 
pa  fs. 

Independently  of  this  expedient,  the  Arabs  inha- 
biting the  mod  northern  part  of  the  defert  have  had 
recourfe  to  plunder.  Thefe  people,  fo  humane,  faith- 
ful, and  difinterefted  towards  each  other,  are  fayage 
and  rapacious  in  their  tranfaSions  with  foreigners. 
While  they  preferve  in  their  tents,  the  charader  of 
beneficent  and  generous  bods,  they  commit  continual 
depredations  on  the  towns  and  villages  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. They  are  good  fathers,  good  husbands, 
and  good  mailers ;  but  all  are  enemies  who  do  not  be- 
long to  tlieir  family.  They  frequently  carry  their  in- 
curfions  to  a  great  diftance ;  and  Syria,  Mefopotamia^ 
and  Perfia,  are  not  uncommonly  the  fcenes  of  their 
depredations. 

The  Arabs,  who  devote  themfelves  to  plunder, 
form  a  fort  of  fgciety  with  the  camels,  to  carry  on 
trade  or  war,  where  the  man  is  to  have  all  the  profit^ 
and  the  animal  the  principal  fatigue.  As  thefe  two 
beings  are  to  live  together,  they  are  brought  up  with  a 
view  to  each  other.  The  Arab  trains  his  camel  from 
its  birth,  to  all  the  exercifes  and  hardfliips  it  is  to  un* 
dergo  during  the  whole  courfe  of  its  life.  He  accuf- 
toms  it  to  travel  far,  and  eat  little.  The  animal  is  ear- 
VoL.  I  U  ly 
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BOOK  lyinuredtppafs  its  days  without  drinking,  and  its  nights 
_  j_  ,  without  fleep.  He  teaches  him  to  draw  up  his  legs 
under  his  belly,  while  he  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  laden 
with  burthens,  that  are  .inrenfibiy  increafed  as  hit 
ftrength  is  increafed  by  age  and  fatigue.  In  thisfingu* 
lar  plan  of  education,  which  pripces  fometimes  adopt- 
ed the  more  eaiily  to  tame  their  fubjeds,  in  proporti- 
jon  as  the  labour  i$  doubled,  the  fubfiftence  is  dinrinilh- 
cd«  The  Arabians  qualify  the  camels  for  expedition, 
by  matches,  in  >vhich  the  horfe  enters  into  a  competi- 
with  him.  The  latter,  lefs  adive  and  nimble,  tires  out 
his  rival  in  a  long  courfe.  When  the  mafter  and  the 
camel  are  ready  and  equipped  for  plunder,  they  fet  out 
together,  traverfe  the  Tandy  defarts,  and  lie  m  ambufh 
upon  the  confines  tori>b  the  mcFchant  or  traveller.  The 
nun  ravages,  maflTacres,  and  feizes  the  prey  :  and  the 
camel  carries  the  booty.  If  thefe  adventurers  are  purfued, 
they  make  a  precipitate  retreat.  The  mafter  robber 
mounts  his  favourite  camel,  drives  the  whole  troop  be- 
fore him,  travels  three  hundred  leagues  in  eight  days 
witkoot  unloading  his  camels,  or  allowing  them  more 
Ihan  an  hour  each  day  to  reft,  or  a  cake  of  dough  for 
Hfne^<their  fubiiftence.They  fometimes  remain  the  whole 
without  drinking,  unlefs  tkey  happen  to  fee  a  fpring  at 
a>  diftance  from  the  road,  wh^n  they  redouble  their 
pace,  run  to  tht  water  with  eagernefs,  which  makes 
them  take  at  one  draught,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 
quen.ch  their  pr^fent  thirft  and  fcrve  them  to  the  end  of 
>heir  journey.  Such  is  the  animal  fo  often  celebrated 
ki  the  Bible,  the  Coran,  and  the  eaftem  romances. 

The  Arabs  who  Kve  Ln^diftrifts  thait  afFord  fome  flcn- 
der  paftures,  and  where  the  foil  is  proper  for  barley, 
breed  the  fineft  horfes  in  the  wo^ld.  TKefe  horfes  arc 
fent  into  all  parts  to  improve  and  multiply  the  br^edof 
thefe  animals,  which  af^  every  where  inferior  in  fwift- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  beauty,  and  fagacity,  to  thofc  of  Arabia.  The  *  O  O  A 
mafters  live  with  them  on  the  foot  of  domefttcks,  on 
whofe  fervice  and  affedion  they  can  rely :  and  it  hap- 
pens with  them  as  with  all  other  difpcrfed  people, 
thofe,  in  particular,  who  treat  animals  with  kindnefs, 
that  both  the  men  and  the  animals  partake,  in  fome 
meafufc  of  each  other's  manners  and  difpofition. 
Thefe  Arabs  are  fimple,  mild  and  docile:  and  the  dif- 
ferent religions  that  have  prevailed  in  thefe  countries, 
and  the  feveral  governments  of  which  they  have  been 
the  fubjeSs  or  tributaries,  have  produced  very  little 
alteration  in  the  charader  they  derive  from  climate  or 
from  habit. 

Tnt.  Arabs  fettled  near  the  Indian  and  the  Red  Sea, 
and  thofe  who  inhabit  Arabia  Felix,  were  formerly  a 
itiild  people,  fond  of  liberty,  and  content  with  a  ftatc  of 
independence  without  dreaming  of  conqueft.  They 
were  too  much  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  beauty  of 
their  iky  and,  of  the  foil  that  fupplicd  their  wants  al- 
moft  without  culture  to  be  tempted  to  extetid  their  do- 
minion over  different  countries  lying  in  another  climate. 
Mohammed  changed  their  ideas :  but  they  retain  no 
traces  of  the  impulfe  be  gave  them.  They  pafs  their 
lives  in  fmoaking,  taking  coffee,  opium  and%(herbet. 
Thefe  gratifications  are  preceded  or  followed  by  exqui- 
fite  perfumes  that  are  burnt  before  them,  the  fmoke  of 
which  they  receive  in  their  clothes,  which  are  (lightly 
fprinklcd  with  rofe-water. 

Before  the  Portuguefe  had  interrupted  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Arabs  had  moi'e  adivity. 
They  were  the  fadors  of  all  the  trade  that  pafTed 
through  the  channel.  Aden,  which  is  fituated  at  the 
the  nroft  fouthern  extremity  of  Arabia  upon  the  Indi- 
an ocean,  was  the  mart  in  thefe  parts.  The  fituation  of 
its  harbour  which  opened  an  eafy  communication  with 
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BOOK  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  India  and  Perfia  had  rendered  ity  for 
many  ages»  one  of  the  moft  fiourifliing  fa&ories  in  A- 
fia.     Fifteen  years  after  it  bad  repulfed  the  great  Alba- 
querque^  who  attempted  to  demoliih  it  in  1513/itfub' 
roitted  to  the  Turks  who  did  not  long  remain  matters  of 
it.     The  king  of  Yemen,  who  pofleffcd  the  only  dif- 
tuQ,  in  Arabia  that  merits  the  title  of  happy^  drove 
them  from  thence,  and  removed  the  trade  to  Mocha, 
a  road  in  his  dominions,  which  till  then  was  only  a  village. 
This  trade  was  at  firil  inconfiderable :  coniifting  prin- 
cipally in  myrrh,  incenfe,  aloes,  balm  of  Mecca»  fome 
aromatics  and  medicinal  drugs.    Thefe  articles,  the 
exportation  of  which  is  continually  retarded  by  exor- 
bitant imports,  and  does  not  exceed  at  prefent  700o/x)0 
livres,  (30,625/.)  was  at  that  time  more  in  repute  than 
they  have  been  iince  :  but  muft  have  been  always  of 
little  confequence.    Soon  after  a  great  change  enfued 
from  the  introdu&ion  of  coffee. 

The  coffiee-tree  is  originally  a  native  of  the  higher 
Ethiopia  where  it  has  been  known  time  immemorial, 
and  is  ftill  cultivated  with  fuccefs.  M.  Lagrenee  de  Me- 
zieres,  one  of  the  moft  intelligent  agents  that  France 
ever  had  in  the  India  fervice,  had  fome  of  the  fruit  in 
his  poQeflion,  and  has  made  a  tryal  of  it.  He  found  it 
to  be  larger,  rather  lodger,  not  fo  green,  and  almoft  as 
fragrant  as  that  which  Was  begua  to  be  gathered  in 
Arabia  towards  the  of  clofe  the  fifteenth  century* 

It  ib  commonly  believed  that  a  Mollach,  named  Cha- 
dely  was  the  firft  among  the  Arabs  who  made  ufe  of 
coflee,  to  relieve  himfelf  from  a  continual  drowzinefs. 
which  hindered  him  from  attending  pundually  to  his 
nightly  devotions.  His  Dervifes  did  the  fame :  and  theif 
example  was  followed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  law.  It'  * 
ivas  foon  found  out,  that  this  liquor  purified  the  blood 
by  a  gentle  agitation,  diffipated  the  crudities  of  the  do- 

macb,  ' 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  293 

mach,  and  raifcd  the  fpirits :  and  it  was  adopted  even  B  O  O  K 
by  thofe  who  had  no  occafion  to  keep  therafeWe$  awake. 
It  paflfed  from  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea  to  Medina* 
Mecca^  and  was  introduced  by  the  pilgrims  into  all  the 
Mohammedan  countries. 

In  thefe  countries  where  there  is  lefs  freedom  of  man- 
nerr  than  ours,  where  the  jealoufy  of  the  men  and  the 
clofe  confinement  of  the  women  make  fociety  lefs  live- 
ly^  it  was  thought  proper  to  encourage  public  coffee* 
houfes.  Thofe  in  Perfia  foon  became  infamous,  where, 
young  Georgian  women,  drefled  like  courtezans,  aded 
obfcene  plays,  and  proftituted  themfelves  for  hire. 
When  thefe  offenfive  irregularities  were  fupprefled  by 
order  of  the  court,  thefe  houfes  became  places  of  gen- 
teel refort  for  the  indolent,  and  of  relaxation  for  the 
bufy  part  of  the  world.  The  politicians  entertained 
themfelves  with  news,  the  poets  recited  their  verfes, 
and  the  Mollachs,  delivered  their  fermons^  which 
were  ufually  rewarded  with  fome  charitable  donations. 

Affairs  were  not  in  the  fame  peaceable  ftate  at 
Conilantinople.  The  coffee-houfes  were  no  fooner  o- 
pcned  than  they  were  frequented  to  ezcefs.  People 
fpent  their  whole  time  in  them.  The  grand  Mufti, 
concerned  to  fee  the  Mofques  abandoned,  pronounced 
that  this  infufion  was  included  in  that  law  of  Moham- 
med, which  forbiiSs  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors.  The 
government,  which  frequently  aids  the  fu perdition  of 
which  it  is  foroetinies  the  dupe,  gave  immediate  or- 
ders that  the  houfes  which  had  given  fuch  offence  to 
the  priefis  ihould  be  fhut  up ;  and  enjoined  the  officers 
.of  the  police  to  put. a  fiop  to  the  ufe  of  this  liquor 
in  private  families.  An  inclination  fo  ftrong  ftiH  pre- 
vailed in  fpite  of  all  thefe  fevere  regulations.  Coffee 
continued  to  be  drunk,  and  the  places  where  it  was  to 
be  hadt  foon  grew  more  numerous  than  ever* 

U  3  In 
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BOOK  In  the  middle  of  the  laft  age,  Kuproll,  the  Grand 
Vizir*  went  in  di^uifc  to  the  pnajcipal  coffee-houfes  in 
Coaftantinople.  He  there  found  a  number  of  mat-con* 
teotSy  wboy  thinking  the  affairs  of  government  were  in 
reality  the  concern  of  every  private  perfon*  fpoke  of 
them  with  warmth*  and  arraigned  with  great  boldoefs 
the  conduQ  of  the  generaU  and  minifters.  He  then 
vifited  the  taverns,  where  wine  was  (old.  They  wet9 
fuU  of  plain  people  chiefly  Soldiers,  who,  accuftonied 
to  confider  the  imerefls  of  the  ftate  as  thofe  of  the 
prince,  for  whom  they  entertained  a  (ilent  veBeratkmi 
fung  lively  fongs,  talked  of  their  an^urs,  and  warlike 
exploits.  Thefe  laft  focietie^,  which  were  attended 
with  no  inconveniences,  he  thought  ought  to  lie  tolerat- 
ed :  but  the  firft  he  confidered  as  dangerous  in  an  ar- 
bitrary date.  He  therefore  fupprefled  them*  and  no 
attempts  have  fince  been  mKde  to  revive  them.  This 
regulation,  which  was  confined  to  the  capital  of  the 
empire,  has  not  difcouraged  the  ofe  of  cofiee,  and  has, 
perhaps*  increafed  the  confumption  of  it.  It  ia  pub- 
lickly  ofiered  to  fale  in  all  the  (Ireets  and  markets  rea- 
dy made,  and  is  drunk  in  every  family  at  leaft  twice  a- 
day.  In  (bme  it  is  always  ready,  it  being,  tbe  cuftom 
to  offer  it  to  all  vifitors*  and  reckoned  equally  impolite 
not  to  offec  it*  or  to  refufe  it. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  eoffee-boufes  in  Conflan* 
tinople  were  fliut*  they  were  opened  in  Loncbn.  This 
novelty  was  introduced  there  in  1652  by  a  merchant  of 
tjxe  name  of  Edward*  who  returned  from  the  Levant. 
The  Englifli  were  fond  of  it;  and  it  has  fince  been  in- 
Uoduced  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe*  but  is  drank 
with  more  moderation  than  in  thofe  climates  where  re- 
ligion prohibits  the  ufe  of  wine. 

The  tree:  that  produces  the  coiBse  grows  in  dn  terri^ 
tory  of  Betel&gtii*  a  town  belonging  to  Yem)en«  fitib- 
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ated  upon  a  dry  fand  at  the  diftftnce  of  ten  leagues  B  D  O  IC 
from  the  Red  fea.  It  is  cultivated  in  a  diftria  fifty  leagues       ^'^ 
long,  and  fifteen  dr  twenty  broad:  the  ffliit  is  not  ei^ery 
where  in  equal  perfeAion.     I'hat  which  grows  ufWh 
high  ground  is  fnoaller,  greefierj  weighs  heavier,  and  is 
generally  preferred  to  the  othersi 

It  is  computed  that  Arabia  contains  twelve  miiltohs 
of  inhabitants,  amdng  whoni,  in  general,  cotfee  cott- 
ftitutes  a  favourite  artide  in  their  enten*iriment6v 
None  but  the  rich  citi^iens  have  the  pleafare  Of  tafting 
it  in  its  genuifle  form*.  Thfe  gencrdity  are  obliged  td 
content  themfelves  with  the  (hell,  and  the  huft  of  thift 
valuable  berry.  Thefe  appferidagis,  fo  nlach  difplfed^ 
make  a  liquor  of  a  pretty  clear  colour,  which  has*  th^ 
tafte  of  coffee  without  its  bitterntefsahd  ftr^ngth.  Th^f^ 
articles  may  be  hzd  At  k  low  prkre  it  Betelfagai/whkh 
is  the  general  market  for  them.  Here  likewife  is  fdd 
all  the  cofFee  which  comes  out  of  the  country  by  IknAi 
The  reft  is  carried  to  Mocha,  which  is  thirty-Sv^ 
leagues  diftant,  or  to  the  nearer  ports  of  Lohia  or  Hoa 
deida,  from  whence  it  is  tra^fpofted  in  fmall  vtffkh  t6 
Jodda.  The  Egyptians  fetch  it  from  the  UIl  mention-^ 
ed  place,  and  all  other  na^ons  from  the  fbrmerv 

The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  may  be  eftimate^ 
at  twelve  millions  five  huildred  and  fifty  thoufand 
weight.  The  European  companies  take  off  a  miHiorf 
and  a  half;  the  Perfians  thnse  mfilKon^  arid  a  half;  the 
fleet  from  Suez  fix  millions  and  fl  half;  Indoftati,  the 
Maldives,  and  the  Arabilm  coloiifies  on  the  coaft  df 
Africa,  fifty  thoufand ;  and  the  Cafaitans  a  million. 

As  the  coffee  which  is  booght  up  by  the  Cardvans  and 
the  Europeans,  is  the  beft  that  can  be  procnred  it 
cofis  from  fixteen  to  fevetft^n  Ms  (abcftit  Bd.i)  a 
pound.  The  Perfians,  who  content  tbemfelvcK  with 
that  of  an  inferior  qui^Hty,  pay  too  fri(>rc  than  twdve  o* 
thirteen  (o\s  (about  6d.  i.)  a  pound.    The  Egyptians 
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^  9y?  ^  purchafc  it  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  or  fixteen ;  (aboat  id) 

their  cargoes  being  compofed  partly  of  good  and  partly 

of  bad  cofiee.  If  we  eftimate  coffee  at  fourteen  fols  (about 

*ld,  1^.)  a  poundy  which  is  the  mean  price,  the  pro&ts 

accruing  to  Arabia  from  its  annual  exportation  will  a- 

mount  to  8,785,000 livres.  (384,343/.  i5/.)This  money 

does  not  go  into  their  coffers ;  but  it  enables  them  to 

purchafe   the  commodities  brought  from  the  foreign 

markets  to  their  ports  of  Jodda  and  Mocha. 

Mocha  receives  from  Abyflinia  (heep,  elephant's 
teeth,  muik,  and  (laves.  It  is  fupplied  from  the  eaft* 
ern  coaft  of  Africa  with  (laves,  amber,  and  ivory; 
from  the  Periian  Gulf  with  dates,  tobacco,  and  corn ; 
from  Surat  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  coarfe,  and  a  few 
fine  linens ;  from  Bombay  and  Pondicherry  with  iron, 
Iea;d,  copper,  which  are  carried  thither  from  Europe ; 
from  Malabar  with  rice,  ginger,  pepper,  Indian  faf- 
fron,  with  coire,  cardamom,  and  even  planks ;  from 
the  Maldives  with  gum  benzoin,  aloes-wood,  and  pep- 
per, which  thefe  iflands  take  in  exchange  ;  from  Coro- 
mandel,  four  or  five  hundred  bales  of  cottons,  chief- 
ly blue.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  commodities, 
which  may  fetch  fix  millions,  (262,500/.)  are  corfum* 
ed  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country.  The  reft, 
particularly  the  cottons,  find  their  way  to  Abyflinia, 
Socotora,  and  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa. 

None  of  the  branches  of  bufinefs  which  are  manag- 
ed at  Mocha,  as  well  as  throughout  all  the  country  of 
Yemen,  o<  even  at  Sanaa,  the  capital,  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  natives.  The  extortions  with  which  they  arc 
perpetually  threatened  by  the  government,  deter  them 
from  interfering  in  them.  All  the  warehoufes  are  oc- 
cupied by  the  Banians  of  Surat  or  Guzerat,  who  make 
a  point  of  returning  to  their  own  country  as  foon  as 
they  have  made  their  fortune.  They  then  refign  their 
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fettlements  to  merchants  of  their  own  nation  who  re-  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
tire  in  their  turn,  and  are  fucceeded  by  others. 

The  European  companies,  who  enjoy  the  exclulivc 
privilege  of  trading  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
formerly  maintained  agents  at  Mocha.  Notwithftand- 
ing  it  was  ftipuiated  by  a  folemn  capitulation  that  the 
impofts  demanded  ihould  be  rated,  at  two  and  a  quar- 
ter per  cent,  they  were  fubjeft  to  frequent  extortions. 
The  governor  of  the  place  infifting  on  their  making 
him  prefents,  which  enabled  him  to  purchafe  the  fa- 
vour of  the  courtiers;  or  even  of  the  prince  himfeif. 
However  the  profits  they  obtained  by  the  fale  of  Euro- 
pean goods,  particularly  cloths,  inclined  them  to  fub- 
mit  tothefe  repeated  humiliations.  When  thefe  feve- 
ral  articles  were  furniflied  by  grand  Cairo,  it  was  then 
impoflible  to  withiland  the  competition,  and  the  fixed 
fettlements  were  therefore  given  up. 

The  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  (hips  that  fail  from 
Europe  with  iron,  lejid,  copper,  and  filver,  fufficient  to 
pay  for  the  coffee  they  intend  to  buy.  The  fupercar- 
goes,  who  have  the  care  of  thefe  tranfadions>  fettle 
matters  every  voyage.  Thefe  expeditions,  which  at 
firft  were  pretty  numerous  and  advantageous,  have  been 
fucceilively  laid  afide.  The  plantations  of  co£Fee,  made 
by  the  European  nations  in  their  colonies,  have  equally 
leiTened  the  confumption  and  the  price  of  that  which 
comes  from  Arabia.  At  the  long  run,  thefe  voyages 
did  not  yield  a  fufficient  profit  to  anfwer  the  high  charg- 
es of  iirtGt  expeditions.  The  companies  of  England 
and  France  then  refolved  one  of  them  to  fend  fhips  from 
Bombay,  and  the  other  from  Pondicherry  to  Mocha, 
with  the  merchandife  of  Europe  and  India.  They 
even  frequently  had  recourfe  to  a  method  that  was  lefs 
expenfive.  The  Englifti  and  French  who  traffic  from 
India  to  India,  vifit  the  Red  Sea  every  year.     Though 

they 
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BOOK  they  difpofe  of  their  iiMrchaiulife  there  to  good  advao- 
tage,  they  can  never  take  in  cargoes  from  thence  for  their 
return*  They  carry*  for  a  moderate  freight,  the  cof- 
fee belonging  to  the  companies  who  lade  the  veOeUvrUh 
ity  which  they  difpatch  from  Malabar  and  Cor<MDandel 
to  Europe.  The  Dutch  company,  who  prohibit  their 
fervants  from  having  armaments,  and  who  fit  out  no  ex* 
peditions  themfelves  for  th«  Arabic  Gulph,  are  deprived 
of  the  (hare  they  might  take  in  this  branch  of  commerce. 
They  have  alfo  given  up  a  mnch  more  lucrative  branchi 
that  of  lodda. 

.  IolDl>A  is  a  port  fituated  near  the  middle  of  the  Arabit 
Ouiph,  twenty  leagues  from  Jerufalem.  The  govern- 
ment there  is  of  a  mixed  kind :  the  Grand  Seignior  and 
the  XeriiF  of  Mecca  (bare  the  authority  and  thd  reveriuc 
of  the  cuftoms  between  them*  Thefe  impofts  ^re  levied 
upon  the  Europeans  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  and 
vpon  other  ttations  at  thirteen^  They  are  always  paid 
m  merchandife,  which  the  managcjrs  oblige  the  mer* 
chants  of  the  country,  to  buy  at  a  very  dear  rate.  The 
Turks,  who  have  been  driven  from  Aden,  Mocha,  and 
eveff  part  of  the  Yemen,  #ould  long  ago  have  been  ex* 
pelted  from  lodda,  if  there  bad  not  been  room  to  appre^ 
prehend  that  they  mi^t  revenge  thelnfelves  in  fuch  a 
ma^nner  as  to  put  an  end  to  their  pilgrimages  and  <^i>m-^ 
m^rce. 

Su8  AT  f^nds  three  (hips  every  yedr  t6  loddet,  vrhich 
are  laden  with  linens  of  all  colours,  Aiawls^  Gotton  iad 
filk  ftuffs,  frequently  ordafneoted  Mrich  gold  and  filver 
flowers.  The  fale  of  thefe  goods  produces  ten  millions 
of  Uvres.  (437^500/)  Two,  and  oftencr  three  VefTels 
belonging  to  the  EngKfli^  fail  from  Bengal  for  the  fame 
deiltnaiion.  They  are  fiitteid  out  by  the  free  merehants 
of  that  nakicm.    Formerly  their  c^iAptntij  had  concerns 
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there ;  at  pre&nt  there  merchants  have  no  afibciates  BOOK 
tnit  the  Armeniaw,  Thcfc  umted  cargoes  may  be  cf-  ™' 
tiauted  at  feven  miUions  two  hundfcd  thoufand  livres* 
(315,000/.)  They  confift  of  rice,  gm^r,  raffron,  fo- 
gar>  a  few  ftlk  fiufis,  and  a  con  fide  rable  quantity  of 
linens,  which  are  for  the  moft  part  ordinary.  Theft 
veflTels,  which  w^ay  enter  the  Mediterranean  from  the 
beginning  of  December  till,  the  end  of  May  find  ths 
fleet  of  Suez  at  lodda. 

This  fleet  comnaonly  confifts  of  fouftoen  or  fifteen 
veflels  laden  with  corn,  rice,  and  pulfe,  for  the  iife  of 
Arabia.  They  carry  out  for  A£a  Venetian  gia^w^re, 
coral,  yellow-amber,  of  which  the  Iitidtans  make  neck^ 
laces  and  bracelets.  They  arrive  together  in  October, 
and  return  together  in  February,  with  fix  million  five 
hundfed  thoufand  weight  of  coffee,  and  with  linens  or 
fiuflfs  to  the  value  of  feiren  millions  ©f  livres.  (306*250/ ) 
Though  they  have  only  two  hundred  leagues  to  fail  ^ 
regain  theif  poft,  they  employ  two.  months  in  the  vdya-. 
gt'y  being  retarded  by  the  north  wind  which  blows 
continually  in  this  fea.  Their  ignorance  is  fuch,  thaf 
(hough  they  are  accuftomed  to  caflaiicbor  every  Iflght, 
they  think  themfelves  fortunate  when  they  lofe  only  the 
fixth  part  of  their  ihips.  If  to  thcfe  loffes  we  atld  the 
great  expeoce  of  their  armaments,  the  exceflive  im- 
pofts  denmndfed  at  Suez»  and  the  unavoidable  extorti^ 
ons  of  a  goTernnwttt  that  opprefles  all  iBduflry,  we  fHall 
be  convinced  that^  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  things  the 
correfpondeace  between  Euro{)e  and  India  by  thischan- 
nelis  impraSicablei 

The  merchandile  brought  from, Surat and  Bengal, 
which  the  Egyptian  fleet  doea  not  take  off,  is  partly 
coafomed  in  the  coimtry,  aad  bought  in  great  quaatities 
by  the  camvaiis,  which  come  every  year  to  Mecca^ 

Tut 
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The  Arabs  htd  ever  entertained  an  aflfefiion  for 
this  city.     They  thought  it  had  been  the  refidence  of 
Abraham,  and  they  flocked  from  all  parts  to  a  temple 
of  which  they  believed  he  was  the  founder.    Moham- 
med, who  was  a  man  of  too  much  underftanding  to  at- 
tempt to  aboliih  a  devotion  fo  generally  eftabliihedy 
contented  himfelf  with  redifying  the  obje3  of  it.    He 
banilhed  the  idols  from  this  revered  place,  and  dedicat- 
ed it  to  the  unity  of  God.     Mohammed  was  not  the 
meflfenger  of  heaven ;  but  he  was  an  acute  politician, 
and  a  great  conqueror.    To  promote  the  concourfe  of 
ftrangers  to  a  city  which  he  intended  to  make  the  capi- 
tal of  his  empire,  he  commanded  that  all  who  embraced 
bis  law  (bould  once  in  their  lives  undertake  a  pilgrimage 
thither,  on  pain  of  dying  reprobates.    This  precept 
was  accompanied  with  another,  which  makes  it  evident 
that  he  was  not  guided  by  fuperftition  alone.  He  order- 
ed that  every  pilgrim,  of  whatever  country  he  wa$i 
ihould  purchafe  five  pieces  of  cotton,  and  get  them 
confecrated,  and  made  into  handkerchiefs  for  himfelfj 
and  all  the  perfons  belonging  to  his  family,  who  were 
prevented  by  reafonable  impediments,  from  undertak- 
ing this  holy  expedition. 

This  policy  might  naturally  be  expe&ed  to  make 
Arabia  the  center  of  a  prodigious  trade,  when  the  num- 
ber of  pilgrims  ihould  amount  to  feveral  millions.  This 
zeal  is  fo  much  abated  efpecially  on  the  coaft  of  AfricSf 
in  Indoftan  and  Perlia,  in  proportion  to  the  refpedive 
diftances  of  thofe  places  from  Mecca,  that  the  number 
is  reduced  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  :  of  which 
the  Turks  make  the  greateft  part.  .They  carry  away  with 
them  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  linen; 
each  ten  ells  in  length,  exclufively  of  thofe  which  many 
of  them  buy  for  fale.  They  are  encouraged  in  thefe  mer- 
cantile fchemes,  by  the  advantages  they  have  in  croifing 

the 
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the  deferts,  and  in  not  being  ezpofed  to  thofe  oppreffive  BOOK 
tolls  which  arc  fo  deftrudive  in  the  fea-ports  of  Suez  ,  j"^^^^ 
and  Bafibra.  The  money  received  from  thefe  pilgrims 
and  from  the  fleets  and  by  the  Arabs  from  the  fale  of 
coffee,  is  expended  in  India.  The  veflels  from  Surat» 
Malabar,  Coromandel,  and  Bengal,  annually  carry  a- 
way  I4>4oo,ooo  livres,  (630^000/.)  and  about  the 
eighth  part  of  this  fum  in  merchandife.  When. thefe 
riches  come  to  be  divided  among  the  trading  nations  of 
Europe,  the  moft  confiderable  (hare  is  appropriated  by 
ihe  Englifh.  They  have  acquired  the  fame  fuperiority 
in  Perfia. 

The  Englifh  nation  had  fcarce  been  admitted  into  General 
the  empire  of  the  Sophis,  when,  as  we  have  obferved,  view  of  the 
the  Dutch  reforted  there  in  great  numbers.    The  trade  pl^^^^ 
of  thefe  republicans  was  at  firft  eftabliihed  on  a  very  Galph,and 
difadvantageous  footing  ;  but  being,  by  the  civil  wars  *^*'  vi^ 
of  England,  foon  delivered  from  a  rival  whofe  various  particular, 
privileges  were  not  to  be  overbalanced  even  by  the 
greateft  oeconomy,  they  were  in  a  Ihort  time  without 
competitors,  and  confequently  acquired  an  authority  to 
fet  what  price  they  thought  proper  on  the  commodities 
they  bought  or  fold.     The  connexions  of  the  Perfians 
with  the  Dutch  were  founded  on  this  defiruSive  fyf- 
tem;    when  the  return  of  the  Englifli,    who  were 
foon  after  followed  by  the  French,  gave  a  new  turn 
to  affairs  and  put  thtm  upon  a  more  equitable  foot- 
ing. 

At  the  time  when  the  three  nations  exerted  their  ut- 
rood  efforts  to  gain  the  fuperiority,  and  thefe  efforts 
turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  empire,  they  were  har- 
raffed  with  a  thoufand  oppreflions,  fome  more  unjuft  and 
odious  than  the  reft.  The  throne  was  continually  filled 
with  tyrannical  or  weak  princes,  whofe  cruelty  and  in- 
juflice^  weakened  the  correfpondence  of  their  fubjeds 

with 
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BOOK  with  other  nations.  One  of  thcfe  tyrants  was  fo  favage, 
that  a  great  man  of  his  court  ufed  to  fay,  That  whenever 
he  came  out  of  the  kmg^f  clo/et  be  clapped  both  bis  bands  tfs 
bis  he^d  to  feel  wbetber  it  was  Jlill  upon  bis  jhoulders. 
When  his  fuceeflbr  was  told  that  the  fincft  provinces  in 
empire  were  invaded  by  the  Turks,  he  anfwerd  eoWly, 
That  tbiir  progrefs  gave  him  very  IHtle  iiflurbance^  pro- 
vided  tbey  would  leave  him  the  city  of  Ifpaban.  His  fon 
was  fo  meanly  enflaved  to  the  mo(l  frivolous  obfervan* 
ceaof  his  religion,  that  he  was  fttkd,  by  way  oFderifion, 
Huffein  the  monk,  orprtefl:  a  charader  lefs  odious,  per- 
haps, in  a  prince,  but  much  more  dangerous  to  h]s  peo- 
pfe,  than  that  of  impiety,  or  defiance  of  the  gods.  Under 
ibefc  defpicable  fovereigns,  mercantile  affairs  every  day 
declined  more  and  more  at  Gombroon.  The  Afghans 
reduced  them  to  nothing. 

These  are  a  people  of  Candahar,  a  mountainous 
country,  lying  north  of  India.  They  have  fometimes 
been  fubjed  to  the  Moguls,  fometimes  to  the  Perfians, 
but  more  frequently  independent.  Thofe  that  do  not 
refide  in  the  capital  live  in  tents,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Tartars.  Tbey  are  of  low  ftature  and  ill  made;;  bat 
are  nervous,  robufl  and  (killed  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow, 
and  in  horfeman{hip,and  inured  to  fetigue.Their  manner 
of  fighting  is  Angular;  picked  fbldiers,  divided  into  two 
troops,  fall  upon  the  enemy  without  any  order  only 
endeavouring  to  open  the  way  for  the  army  that  follows 
them.  As  foon  as  the  battle  is  begun,  they  retire  to  the 
flanks  and  rear-guard,  where  their  bufinefs  is  to  prevent 
any  perfon  from  giving  way.  If  any  foldier  attempts  to 
ft)- ,  they  attack  him  with  their  fabres,  and  compel  lirm  to 
refume  his  ranks. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  century,  this  fierce  peo- 
ple left  their  mountains  poured  into  Perfia,  carried  devaf- 
tatlon  every  where,  atid  at  length  fubducd  it,  after  a  car- 
nage 
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nag€  of  tw^ntj  years.  Fanaticirm  prolonged  the  horrid  BOOK 
outrages  with  which  they  wjere  fta'med  in  the  courfe       ™* 
of  their  conqueft.    An  infatiable  zeal  for  the  Turkifli 
fuperftition,  and  an  unconquerable  averfion  for  the  kGt 
of  Ali,  pronjpted  them  to  maffacre  thoufands  of  Perfi- 
ans  in  cold  Wood,     In  the  mean  time,  the  provinces 
they  had  not  entered,  were  ravaged  by  the   Ruffians, 
Turks,  and  Tartars.  Thomas  Kouli-Khan  drove  thcfe 
robbers  out  of  this  country,  but  fliewed  himfelf  ftill 
more  barbarous  than  they.     His  violent  death  gave 
birth  to  new  calamities.     Anarchy  aggravates  the  cru- 
elties of  tyranny.     One  of  the  fineft  empires  in  the 
world,  is  become  an  extenfive  fcene  of  defolation,  and 
ft  lading  and  ihameful   monument  of  that  dedrudive 
inftin&  that  animates  uncivilized  people,  and  is  at  the 
fame  time  an  inevitable  confequence  of  the  vices  of 
^efpotic  government. 

During  this  general  confufion,  the  Englifti  fale«  in 
Perfia  confided  of  no  more  than  a  hundred  bales  of 
woollen  goodsr  two  hundred  thpufand  weight  of  iron, 
»nd  the  fame  quantity  of  lead.  Thefe  articles,  taken  to- 
gether, brought  them  no  more  than  from  twelve  to  thir- 
teen hundred  ihoufand  livres  (554>687/.  los.)  paid  in 
n^oney.  Th>s  deadnefs  of  trade  determined  the  compa« 
ny  to  follow  tke  example  of  their  rivals,  and  to  feefc 
thofe  advantages  at  Ballbra,  which  they  could  not  ob- 
tain at  Gombroon. 

Bassora  is  a  large  city,  built  by  the  Arabs,  in  the 
^eighth  of  their  profperity,  fifteen  leagues  below  the 
place  where  the  Tigris  and  Euplrates  meet  and  at  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  Pcrfian  Gulph,  into  which  thefe 
rivers  difembogue  themfelves.  Its  inhabitants  are  com- 
puted at  fifty  thoufand ;  confifting  of  Arabs,  fifteen 
liundreJ  Armenians,  and  a  fmaH  number  of  families  of 
difierent  nations  whom  the  hope  of  gain  has  attra6lcd 

hither* 
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BOOK  hither.     Its  territory  abounds  in  rice,  fruits,  pulfc,  cot* 
ton  and  particularly  in  d^tcs. 

The  port  BafTora,  as  thofc  who  firft  eftabliihed  it 
forefawy  became  a  famous  mart.  The  merchandite  of 
Europe  was  brought  thither  by  the  Euphrates, and  that 
of  India  by  fea.  The  tyranny  of  the  Portuguefe  inter- 
cepted this  communication.  It  would  have  been  open- 
ed again  when  their  power  declined^  had  not  this  unhap- 
py country  continually  been  the  fcene  of  the  difputes 
between  the  Arabs^  the  Periians,  and  the  Turks.  This 
laft  power  being  in  quiet  pofleffion  of  this  harbour,  haVe 
availed  themfelves  of  the  troubles  of  their  neighbours  to 
renew  the  trade.  The  mercantile  bufinefs,  which  was 
before  tranfaSed  at  Gombroon,  is  at  prefent  centered 
at  Baflbraj  which  has  recovered  its  credit  and  impor- 
tance. 

This  change  has  not  been  effefted  without  difficulty. 
At  firft  the  people  of  the  country  were  defirous  of  con- 
fining the  traders  to  the  river.  They  forefaw,  that  if 
thefe  foreigners  were  permitted  to  fettle  in  the  city; 
they  would  not  be  fo  much  under  their  direfiion,  and 
might  lay  up  in  their  magazines  fuch  of  their  commodi- 
ties as  they  could  not  fell  during  one  monfoon,  with  a 
view  of  difpofing  of  them  with  greater  advantage  at  a- 
nother  time.  To  this  maxim,  which  was  the  refult  of 
an  ill-judged  avarice,  were  added  others  arifing  from 
fuperflilious  notions.  It  was  deemed  a  violation  of  the 
refpeS  due  to  religion  to  permit  infidels  to  inhabit  a  city 
confecrated  by  the  blood  of  fo  many  martyrs  and  faints 
of  the  Mohammedan  perfuafion.  This  prejudice  feem- 
ed  to  have  fome  weight  with  the  government.  Thefc 
fcruples  were  overcome.  Pecuniary  confiderations 
were  offered  by  thefe  nations,  and  they  were  allowed  to 
cftablifli  fadories,  and  even  to  difplay  their  refpeaivc 

flags  belonging  to  their  country. 

Revolutions 
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Revolutions  are  fo  frequent  in  Afia,  jthat  trade  BOOK 
cannot  podibly  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  continued       ^^^' 
track  that  jt  is  in  Europe.    Thcfe  events,  joined  to  the 
little  communication   fubfifting   between  the  diflFerent 
ftatcs  by  fea  and  land,  muft  naturally  bccafion  great 
variations  in  the  quantity  and  valiie  of  commodities. 
Baffora,  on  account  of  it$  great  diftance  from  the  cen- 
ter of  bttfinefs,  is  more  cxpofed  to  this  inconvenience 
than  any  other  place.     However,  upon  an  average,  we 
«Jay,  without  fearing  to  be  very  wide  of  the  truths  ven- 
ture to  eftimate  the  merchandife  annually  brought  by 
way  of  the  gulph,  at;  twelve  millions,  (525,000/.)     Of 
this  the  Englifli  furnifli  four  millions,  (175,000/.)   the 
Dutch  two  ;  (87,500/.)  the  Mbors,  Bahiani,  Armeni- 
ans  arid  Arabsi  furnifti  the  remainder. 

The  cargoes  of  thefe  nation^  confift  of  rice,  fugar, 
plain,  ftriped  and  flowered  muflins  from  Bengal,  fpices 
from  Ceylon,  and  the  Molucca  iflands;  coarfe  white 
and  blue  cbttons  from  Corom^ndel ;  cardamon,  pepper, 
fftnders-woodi  from  Malabar  j  gold  and  filver  ftuf&, 
turbans,  (hawls,  indigo,  from  Surat ;  pearls  from  Baha- 
rcn,  and.  cbffec  from  Mocha  j  iron,  lead,  ahd  woollen- 
doth  froni  Europe.  Other  articles  of  Icfs  confequence 
are  irtiportcd  from  different  places.  Some  of  thefe  com- 
modities are  fliipped  on  board  fmall  Arabian  veffcls,  but 
ihe  greater  part  is  brought  by  European  fliips,  Which 
have  the  Advantage  of  a  coniiderable  freight. 

This  merchandife  is  fold  for  ready  money ;  and  pafs- 
cs  through  the  hanjds  of  the  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Arme- 
nians. The  current  money  is  converted  at  Baffora,  by 
the  Banians,  into  fpecie  that  paffes  better  in  India. 

The  different  commodities  colleSed  at  Baffora^  are 
diftributed  into  three  channels.  One  half  of  them  goes 
to  Perfia,  where  they  are  conveyed  by  the  Caravans  r^ 
(here  being  tio  navigable  river  in  the  whole  empire. 

Vol.  I.  X  The 
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BOOK  The  chief  confumption  is  in  the  northern,  provinces, 
_  _    ,  which  have  not  been  fo  much  ravaged  as  thofe  in.  the 
fouth.    Both  of  them  formerly  made  their  payments  in 
precious  ftones^  which  were  become  common  by  the 
plunder  of  India.    They  had  afterwards  recourfc  to 
copper  utenfils»  which  their  mines  furnilhed  in.  great 
.abundance.    At  prefent  they  give,  gold  and  filver  in 
exchangCj  which  had  been  concealed  during  a  long 
fcene  of  tyranny^  and  are  conftantly  dug  out  of  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth.    If  they  do  not  allow  time  for  the  trees 
that  produce  gum  and  have  been  cut,  to  make  freih 
(hoots ;  if  they  negle£k  to  multiply  the  breed  of  the 
goats  which  afford  fuch  fine  wool ;  and  if  the  illks  which 
are  hardly  fufficient  to  fupply  the  few  manufadurers 
remaining  in  Perfia  continue  to  be  fo  fcarce;  if  this 
empire  does  not  rife  again  from  its  aflies,  the  mines 
will  be  exhauftedf  and  this  fourceof  commerce  muft 
be  given  up. 

The  feqond  channel  is  a. more  fure  one,  by  the  way 
of  Bagdad,  Aleppo,  and  other  intermediate  towns,  whofe 
merchants  come  to  buy  their  goods  at  BaflTora.  Coffee, 
linen,  fpices,  and  other  merchandife  that  pafs  this  way, 
are  taken  in  exchange  for  gold,  French  woollen-cloths, 
galls,  and  orpiment  which  is  an  ingredient  in  colours, 
and  much  ufed  by  the  eaftern  people  in  extirpating 
hair  f(om  their  bodies. 

Another  much  lefs  c<»ifidcrable  channel  is  thatof 
Arabia  Deferta,  The  Arabs,  bordering  upon  Baffora, 
repair  annually  to  Aleppo  in  the .  fpring,  to  fell  their 
camels.  It  is  ufual  to  give  them  credit  for  rayflins  to 
the  amount  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres>  which  they 
buy  very  cheap.  They!  return  in  thje,  aui;umn,  bringing 
woollen-cloths,  coral,  hard-ware,  and  fome  glafs  and 
mirrors  from  Venice.  The  Arabian  :  Caravans  never 
meet  vnth  any  interruption  in  their  journey ;  qor  are 
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foreigners  in  any  dangeri  if  they  take  care  to  carry  BOOK 

filong  with  them  a  perfon  belonging  to  each  of  the  tribes 

they  may  happen  to  mfeet  with.   This  road  through  the 

defert  would  be  univerfally  preferred  to  th^t  of  Bagdad, 

on  account  of  fafety,  expedition^  and  iht  advantages  of 

fale,  if  the  Pacha  of  the  province>  who  has  eftablifhed 

tolls  in  different  parts  of  his  territory,  did  not  ufe  every 

po(&ble  precaution  to  hinder  this  communication.     It  is 

only,  by  eluding  the  vigilance  of  his  deputies,  that  one 

can  prevail  upon  the  Arabs  to  carry  with  them  fome 

goods*  which  will  not  take  up  much  room. 

Besides  thefe  experiments,  there  is  a  pretty  large 
confumption,  efpecially  of  coffee,  at  Baffora,  and  the 
territories  belonging  to  it.  Thefe  articles  are  paid  for 
in  dates,  pearls,  rofe-water,  dried  fruits,  and  grain  when 
that  is  allowed  to  be  difpofed  of  to  foreigners. 

This  trade  would  be  more  extenfive  if  it  were  freed 
from  the  (hackles  that  confine  it.  But  the  aSivity  that 
might  be  expeSed  from  the  natives  of  the  country  is 
continually  damped  by  the  oppreffions  they  labour  un- 
der, 4Bfpecially  at  a  diffance  from  the  centre  of  the  em- 
pire. The  foreigners  are  no  lefs  diftreffed  by  the  go- 
vernors, whofe  extortions  furnifh  them  with  the  means 
of  keeping  their  pofts,  and  frequently  of  preferving 
their  lives.  Were  it  poflible  in  fome  meafure  to  af- 
fuage  this  third  of  gold,  it  would  foon  be  renewed  by 
the  rivalry  of  the  European  'nations,  whofe  fole  aim  is 
to  iupplant  one  another,  and,  who,  to  gain  their  ends, 
fcruple  not  to  employ  the  moft  execrable  expedients. 
Aftriking  inftance  of  this  odious  fpirit  of  jealoufy  hap- 
pened in  1 748. 

Barok  Knyphaufen  managed  the  Dutch  faSoryat 
Baffora  with  extraordinary  fuccefs.  The  Englifli  found 
themfelves  in  imminent  danger  of  lofing  the  fuperiority 
they  had  acquired  at  this  place  as  well  as  in  moft  of  the 

Xa  fea- 
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BOOK  fea-ports  in  India.  The  dread  of  an  event  which  mufi 
_^  _  .  wound  at  the  fame  time  their  interefts  and  their  vanity 
betrayed  them  into  injufiice.  They  excited  the  Turkr 
Uh  government  to  fupprefs  a  branch  of  trade  that  was 
ufeful  to  ity  and  procured  an  order  for  the  confifcation 
of  the  merchandife  and  pofleflions  of  their  rivals. 

The  Dutch  fiador^  who  under  the  charafter  of  a 
merchant,  concealed  the  ftatefnuin,  inftantly  took  a 
refolution  worthy  of  a  man  of  genius.  He  retired  with 
his  dependents  and  the  broken  remains  of  his  fortune  to 
Karek,  a  fmall  ifland  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river :  where  he  fortified  him- 
felf  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  by  intercepting  the  Ara-> 
bian  and  Indian  veflels,  bound  for  the  city,  he  compel- 
led the  government  to  grant  him  an  indemnification 
for  the  Jofles  he  had  fuftained  by  its  behaviour.  The 
fame  of  his  integrity  and  abilities  drew  to  his  ifland 
the  privateers  of  the  neighbouring  ports,  the  very  mer- 
chants of  Baflbra  and  the  Europeans  who  traded  thi- 
ther. This  new  colony  found  its  profperity  incrcafc 
every  dayj  when  it  was  abandoned  by  its  founder.  The 
fucceflbr  of  this  able  man  did  not  difplay  the  fame  ta- 
lents. Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 765  he  foffered 
himfelf  to  be  dtfpofleflTed  of  his  ifland  by  the  Arabian 
Corfair  Mirmahana.  The  company  have  loft  an  im- 
portant pofl,  and  more  than  two  millions  (87,500/.}  in 
artillery,  provifions  and  merchandife. 

By  this  event  Baflbra  was  freed  from  a  rivalry,  that 
was  prejxtdiqial  to  its  int^efl;  but  ap  luiforefeen  and 
much  more  formidable  one  has  fucceeded  in  its  room, 
which  is  that  of  Muflcat. 

Mu&KAT  1$  a  city  in  Arabia,  fituatedon  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  Perfian  gulph.  The  great  Albuquerqae 
made  himfelf  matter  of  it  in  15079  and  ruined  its  trade, 
which  he  wanted  to  transfer  wholly  to  Oroius.     When 

the 
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the  Portuguefe  had  loft  this  fmall  kingdom,  they  were  BOOK 
defirous  of  reviving  the  trade  at  Muflcat,  of  which  they  ™' 
ftill  kept  pofTeifion.  Their  endeavours  proved  ineflfec- 
tual;  and  the  merchants  bent  their  courfe  to  Gom- 
broon. They  dreaded  the  tnfolence  of  the  old  tyrants 
of  India ;  and  were  unwilling  to  rely  upon  their  fide- 
lily.  No  veffels  entered  the  harbour  except  thofe 
brought  by  themfelves.  It  ceafed  to  be  frequented  by 
the  (hips  of  every  nation,  after  thefe  imperious  mafters 
were  driven  from  it  in  1648.  Their  pride  getting  the 
better  of  their  felf-intereft,  made  them  no  longer  de- 
firous of  going  thither :  and  had  ftill  power  fufficient 
to  prevent  any  ftiips  from  entering  or  going  out. 

THEdeclenfion  of  their  power  tempted  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Mulkat  to  the  fame  aSs  of  piracy,  to  which  they 
had  long  been  expofed.  They  made  defcents  upon  the 
coafts  of  their  ancient  oppreflbrs ;  and  the  fucccfs  they 
met  with  encouraged  them  to  attack  the  fmall  Moorifh 
and  European  veffels  that  frequented  the  Perfian  gulph. 
But  they  were  fo  feverely  chaftifed  for  their  depredati- 
ons by  feveral  nations,  and  efpecially  by  the  Englifti, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  defift:.  From  that  period  the 
city  remained  in  a  ftate  of  negleS,  which  was  prolong- 
ed for  a  confiderable  time  by  inteftine  broils,  and  fo- 
reign invafions.  At  length  the  government  afluming  a 
more  regular  form  at  Muflcat,  and  in  the  whole  coun- 
try, under  the  jurifdiSion  of  its  Iman,  its  commerce 
began  to  revive  about  the  year  1 749. 

The  articles  of  confumption  in  the  country  itfelf 
are  rice;  blue  linens,  iron,  lead,  fugar,  and  fome 
fpices ;  the  returns  for  which  are  made  in  myrrh,  in- 
cenfe,  gum-arabic,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  filver.  This 
confumption,  however,  would  not  be  confiderable 
enough  to  invite  fliips  hither,  if  Muflcat,  which  is 
fituated  pretty  near  the  entrance  of  the  Perftan  fea^ 
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BOOK  were  not  an  excellent  mart  for  the  innermoft  part  of 
the  gulph.    All  trading  nations  begin  to  give  it  the 
preference  to  Baflbra  ;  becaufe  it  makes  their  voyage 
(borter  by  three  months  ;  they  are  free  from  any  kind 
of  extortion  ;  and  imports  are  lovirered  to  one  and  a 
half  per  cent.  The  merchandife,  indeed,  is  afterwards 
to  be  carried  to  Baflbra,  where  it  pays  a  tax  of  three 
per  cent,  but  the  Arabs  make  fuch  advantage  of  their 
boats,  and  have  fo  many  methods  of  eluding  the  tolls, 
that  they  will  always  find  their  account  in  difpofmg  of 
their  goods  at  Muikat.     Befides  this,  the  dates,  which 
are  produced  at  Baflbra  in  greater  plenty  and  perfeSion 
than  any  other  article,  and  are  often  fpoilt  on  board 
large  veflfels  that  fail  flowly,  are  brought  with  the  ut- 
moft  expedition  in  light  barks  to  Malabar,  and  the  Red 
Sea.    There  is  a  particular  reafon  which  will  always 
determine  the  Engliih,  who  trade  for  themfelvcs,  to 
frequent  Muikat.     They  are  there  exempted  from  the 
five  per  cent,  which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  at  Baflbra, 
as  well  as  at  all  other  places  where  their  company  have 
made  fettlements. 

This  company  have  never  attempted  to  eftablifli 
themfelves  on  the  ifland  of  Baharen ;  which  we  are  at 
a  lofs  to  account  for.  This  ifland  which  lies  in  the 
Perfian  Gulph,  has  often  changed  its  matters.  It  felly 
with  Ormus,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Portuguefe, 
and  was  governed  by  the  fame  laws.  Thefe  conquer- 
ors were  afterwards  deprived  of  it,  and  it  has  fmce  un- 
dergone a  variety  of  revolutions.  Thomas  Kouli  Khan 
reftored  it  to  Perfia  to  which  it  had  belonged.  This 
haughty  uforper  at  that  time  conceived  the  plan  of  an 
extenfive  authority.  He  wanted  to  make  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  two  feas,  fome  coafis  of  which  he  already  pof- 
fefled  :  but  finding  that  his  fubje£ts  oppofed  his  defign 
in  {lead  of  favouring  it^  he  bad  recourie  tp  one  of  thofe 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary  ads  which  tyrants  make  no  fcruple  of  cxcr-  BOOK 

cifmg,  and  tranfported  his  fabjeds  in  the  Perfian  gulph 

to  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  thofe  in  the  Cafpian  Tea  to  the 

Perfian  guiph.    He  looked  upon  this  double  tranfmi- 

gratiori  as  the  neceffiiry  means  of  breaking  the  connec** 

tions  which  both  thefe  people  had  formed  with  his  ene* 

roiesy  and  of  fecuring  their  fidelity,  if  he  could  not  en* 

gage  their  attachment.    His  death  put  a  period  to  his 

vaft  dedgns :  and  the  confufion  into  which  his  empire 

was  thrown,  afforded  a  fair  opportunity  to  an  ambitious 

and  enterprifing  Arab  of  taking  poffeflion  of  Bahareny 

where  he  dill  maintains  his  authority. 

This  ifland,  famous  for  its  pearl  fi(hery  even  at 
the  time  when  pearls  were  found  at  Ormus,  Karek, 
Keihy,  and  other  places  in  the  Gulph,  is  now  become 
of  much  greater  confequence  ;  the  other  banks  having 
been  exhaufted,  while  thofe  near  it  have  fuffered  no 
fenfible  diminution.  The  time  of  fifhing  begins  in 
April,  and  ends  in  Odober.  It  is  confined  to  a  traft 
of  four  or  five  leagues.  The  Arabs  who  alone  follow 
this  employment,  pafs  their  nights  upon  the  ifland  or 
the  coaft,  unlefs  they  are  prevented  by  the  wind  front 
going  on  (bore.  They  formerly  paid  a  toll  which  was 
received  by  the  galliots  on  that  ftation.  Since  the  laft 
changes,  none  but  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  pay  this 
acknovrledgment  to  their  chief,  who  is  not  in  a  condi« 
tion  to  demand  them  from  others. 

The  pearls  taken  at  Baharen,  though  not  fo  white 
as  thofe  of  Ceylon  and  Japan,  are  much  larger  than 
thofe  of  the  former  place,  and  of  a  more  regular  (hape 
than  thofe  of  the  latter.  They  are  of  a  yellowifli  caft ; 
but  have  this  recommendation,  that  they  preferve  their 
golden  hue ;  whereas  the  whiter  kind  lofe  much  of  their 
luftre  by  keeping,  particularly  in  hot  countries.  The 
(hell  of  both  thefe  fpectes,  which  is  known  by  the  name 
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B  O  O  K  of  mother  of  pearU  i$  ^M  in  Afia  for  various  pur- 
^"'      pofcs, 

'.  Thx  annual  revenue,  arifing  from  the  fifliery  in  tfie 
latitude  of  Bahiiren,  is  computed*  at  3,600^000  VLvres» 
(i57i50o/-)  Tb^greateft  part  of  the  pearls  that  are 
uneven>  arc  carried  to  Conllantinople,  and  other  ports 
of  Turky ;  whe^e  the  larger  compofe  pan  of  the  orna- 
ments of  the  head-drefs»  and  the  fmaller  are  ufed  in 
works  of  embroidery.  The  perfeS  peark  are  of  courfe 
referved  for  Surat,  from  whence  they  are  diftributed 
throughout  all  Indoflan.  The  women  have  fo  ftrong 
a  paffion  for  luxury,  and  the  (ale  of  this  article  is  fo 
tpuch  increafcd ,  by  fuperftiiioo,  that  there  is  not  the 
leaft  rcafon  to  apprehend  any  diminutiQn  either  in  the 
price  or  the  demand.  There  arc  none  of  the  Gentiles 
vrbo  dp  not  make  a  point  of  religion  to  bore  al  kaft  one 
pearl  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  Whatever  may  be 
the  myfterious  meaning  of  this  cuftom  among  a  peopJe 
whofe  morality  and  politics  are  couched  in  allegorieC 
or  where  allegory  becomes  religion ;  this  emblem  of 
virgin  m,odcfty  has  prtj^ved  advantageous  to  the  pearl 
Irade,  The  pearls  that  have  not  newly  been  bored, 
make  a  part  of  drefs ;  but  cannot  have  a  place  in  the 
marriage  ceremony,  where  one  new  pearl  at  leaft  is  in- 
difpenfible.  They  are  accordingly  always  fold  five  and 
twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  thofe  brought 
from  the  Gulph  where  they  are  taken.  There  are  no 
pearls  at  Malabar :  but  it  has  riches  of  another  kind. 
General  Malabar  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  country  fituated 

ftatc  of  the  between  Cape  Comorio,  and  the  river  of  Neticeraro. 
thfcoaft  ^"'  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  narrative  the  better  nndetftobd  by  ac- 
of  Mala-  commodatisg  it  to  thc^  notions  generally  received  in 
th^t'orthe  ^"""^P^^  ^®  ^^"  Si^e  this  name  to  the  whole  trad  ^x- 
Engltfti  in  tending  from  the  Indus  to  Cape  Comprin,  including  the 
particular,  adjacent  iflandsj  and  begiiu&ing  with  the  Maldives. 

The 
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The  Maldives  form  4i  longer  chain  of  iflands  to  the  BOOK 
weft  ol  Cape  Comorin,  which  is  the  neareft  part  of  ^^^' 
the  Terra  Firma.  They  arc  divided  into  thirteen  pro- 
vincesy  which  are  called  atolions.  This  dividon  is  the 
work  of  nature,'  which  has  furrounded  each  atollon 
with  a  barrier  of  rocks»  which  is  a  better  defence  than 
the  beft  fortification  againft  the  impetuDdty  of  »he 
waves,  or  the  attacks  of  an  enemy.  The  iiatives  com- 
pute th«  number  of  thefe  iflands  at  twelve  thoufand  ; 
the  fmalleft  of  whkh  are  nothing  more  than  banks  of 
fend  that  ar«  overflowed  at  high  tides,  and  the  largeft 
very  fnaall  in  circumference.  Of  all  the  channels  that 
fcparaie  th^m,  there  are  only  four  capable  of  receiving 
Ihips.  The  reft  are  fo  (hallow,  that  they  have  feldom 
more  than  three  feet  water.  It  is  conjeQured,  with 
probability,  that  all  thefe  different  iflands  were  former- 
ly one,  and  that  the  force  of  the  waves  and  currents, 
or  fome  great  natural  event  has  divided  them  into  feve- 
ral  portions. 

.  It  is  probable,  that  this  Archipelago  was  originally 
peopled  from  MaUhar.  Afterwards  the  Arabians  failed 
thither,  uforped  the  fovereignty,  and  eftabliflied  their 
own  religion.  The  two  nations  united  together :  when 
the  Portugucfe,  foon  after  their  arrival  in  India,  reduced 
them  into  fubjeQion,  This  tyranny  was  of  fliort  con- 
tmuan<r^.  The  garrifon  which  held  them  in  flavery 
was  ej^t^rminated,  •  and  the  Maldives  recovered  their 
independence.  Since  this  period  they  have  faHen  un- 
der th*  yoke  of  an  arbitrary  prince,  who  keeps  his  court 
lU  M^loj  and  has  refigned  the  whole  authority  to  the 
priefts.     He  is  the  fole^  merch^Bt  in  his  dominions. 

Ak  9dn(^iiii0:ration  <>f  this  (lamp,  and  the  barrennefs 
of  the  country  which  produces  nothing  but  cocoa-trees, 
binder  the  trade  frono  being  confiderable.  The  exports 
conli((  pnly  of  cownes,  fifli  and  kayan 

Kayar 
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Katar  is  the  bark  of  the  cocoa-tree,  of  which  cables 
are  made,  which  ferve  for  the  Indian  navigation*  Thiy 
is  no  where  fo  good»  and  in  fuch  plenty  as  in  the  Mal- 
dives. A  great  quantity  is  carried  together  with  cowries 
to  Ceylon»  where  thefe  commodities  are  exchanged  for 
the  arekka  nut. 

The  6flif  called  in  the  country,  complemaffe,  is  dried 
in  the  fun.  It  is  falted  by  plunging  it  feveral  times  into 
the  fea;  aiid  cut  into  pieces  of  the  thicknefs  and  length 
of  a  man's  finger.  Cargoes  of  it  are  annually  brought 
to  Achen,  which  are  purchafcd  with  gold  and  bc^T.cr.n. 
The  gold  goes  no  farther  than  the  Maldives ;  sLnd  tie 
benzoin  is  fent  to  Mocha»  where  it  procures  in  return 
about  three  hundred  bales  of  coffee  for  the  confuropti- 
on  of  thefe  Ulands. 

Cowries  are  white  and  ibintng  (hells.  They  fiik 
for  them  twice  a  month  $  three  days  before  the  new 
moon,  and  three  days  after.  This  employment  belongs 
to  the  women,  who  wade  to  the  middle  in  water  to  ga- 
ther them  upon  the  fands.  They  are  put  up  in  parcels 
containing  twelve  thoufand.  Thofe  that  are  not  circu- 
lated in  the  country^  or  carried  to  Ceykn,  are  fent  to 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges.  A  great  number  of  veflels 
annually  fail  from  this  rivert  laden  with  fugar*  rice, 
linen,  and  other  lefs  confiderable  articles  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Maldives,  and  return  with  a  cargo  of  cowries  va- 
lued at  about  700,000  Itvres,  (309625/.)  One  part  is' 
circulated  in  Bengal*  where  it  ferves  as  fmall  coin.  The 
reft  is  taken  o£F  by  the  Europeans*  who  turn  it  to  ac» 
count  in  their  trade  with  Africa.  They  buy  it  at  fix- 
fols  (about  3d.)  a  pound,  and  fell  it  from  twelve  to  eigh- 
teen (near  8d.  on  an  average)  in  their  feveral  capitals: 
it  is  worth  thirty-five  (i/.  16/.  ^d.  i)  in  Guinea.  ' 

The  kingdom  of  Travancore,  which  extends  from 
Cape  Comorin  to  the  frontiers  of  Cochini  was  formerly 

little 
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li«lc  more  opulent  than  the  Maldives.  It  is  probable  BOOK 
that  it  owed  the  prefervation  of  its  independency  to  y^J^ 
its  poverty,  when  the  Moguls  made  therafeives  matters 
of  Madura.  The  prefcnt  monarch's  father  added  more 
dignity  to  his  crown  than  any  of  his  predeceiTors.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  abilities.  One  of  the  neighbour- 
ing ftates  had  fent  him  two  ambafladors,  one  of  whom 
began  a  long  harangue,  which  the  other  was  preparing 
to  continue.  Be  net  tedious,  life  is  fiort^  faid  the  prince, 
with  an  auftere  brow.  He  formed  a  fmall  body  of  troops 
of  the  French  and  Portuguefe  deferters,  which,  in  lime 
of  peace,  did  duty  in  the  citadel  of  Rotate,  with  as 
much  regularity  as  our  garrifons,  and  were  of  fign^l 
fcrvice  in  enlarging  his  dominions  in  time  of  war.  The 
interior  parts  of  his  country  were  benefited  by  his  con- 
quefis,  a  circumftance  that  rarely  happens.  He  efta- 
blifhed  there  large  cotton  manufafiures,  which  were 
fold  at  firft  to  the  Dutch  at  Tutocorin,  and  were  after- 
wards carried  to  the  Engliih  fadory  at  Anjengo. 

Ther'e  are  two  European  fettlements  in  the  kingdom 
of  Travancore :  that  of  the  Danes  at  Kolechy  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  fmall  ftorehoufe,  where  they  might 
neverthelefs  be  regularly  fupplied  with  two  hundred 
thoufand  weight  of  pepper.  Such  is  their  indolence, 
or  their  poverty,  that  they  have  made  but  one  pur- 
chafe,  and  that  only  of  a  very  fmall  quantity,  thcfe 
ten  years. 

The  EngUfli  faSory  at  Anjengo  has  four  fmall  bafti- 
ons  without  ditches,  and  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  black  and  white  men.  It  is  fituated  on  a  fandy 
point  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  a  fmall  river,  which  is 
three  fourths  of  the  year  choaked  up  with  fand.  Its 
village  is  well  peopled,  and  a  variety  of  trades  are  ex- 
ercifed  there.  This  fettlement  is,  in  general,  more 
lucrative  to  the  agents  of  the  company  who  buy  pep-* 


3i6  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  per^  large  cinnamon^  and  very  good  kayar,  on  tbeir 
j^^  ^  account,  than  to  the  company  tbemfeWest  who  trade 
only  for  fifty  thoufand  weight  of  pepper,  and  (bene 
linens  of  fmall  valve. 

Cochin  was  a  place  of  great  note  when  the  Porta- 
guefe,  arrived  in  India.     They  made  thetnfel  ves  mailers 
of  it,  and  were  afterwards  difpoflefled  by  the  Dutch. 
The  fovereign,  when  he  loft  it^  ^ad  preferved  his  do- 
minions, which  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  years,  have 
been  repeatedly  invaded  by  the  kingdom  of  Travancore. 
His  misfortunes  haye  obliged  him  to  retire  under  the 
walls  of  his  ancient  capital,  where  he  lives  upon  a  re- 
venue of  14*400  livres,  (630/.)  which  was  ftipulated 
to  be  paid  him  by  ancient  capitulations,  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  his  cuftonis.    In  the  fame  fuburb  is  a  colony  of 
induftrious  Jews,  who  are  white  men,  and  idly  pretend 
to  have  been  fettled  here  at  the  time  of  the  Babyloniih 
captivity,  hut  have  certainly  been  fo  a  very  long  time. 
A  town  enicompafled.  with  fertile  lands,  and  built  upon 
a  river  that  receives  veflels  of  five  hundred  tons  bur- 
then*  and  communicates  by  feveral  navigable  branches 
to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  may  naturally  be 
expe&ed  to  be  in  a  flouriibing  condition.  .  If  it  is  otherr- 
wife,  the  blame  muft  lie  on  the  oppreffive  nature  of  the 
government. 

This  malignant  fpirit  is  at  leaft  as  fenfibly  felt  at 
Calicut :  all  nations  are  admitted  thither,  but  none 
have  the  afcendent^  The  fovereign  who  refigns  there 
at  prefent  is  a  Bramin.  Thisis  almoft  the  only  throne 
in  India  that  is  filled  by  a  perfon  of  this  firft  clafa.  In 
other  places  the  crown  is  worn  by  the  inferior  ckfles ; 
s^nd  even  by  perfons  of  fuch  obfcure  origin,  that  their 
domeftics  would  be  diftionoured  and  baniflied  from 
their  tribes,  if  they  condefcended  even  to  eat  with  their 
monarchs.    Thefe  pepfde  take  care  not  to  boaft  of 

•  fupping 
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ftipping  with  the  king :  thtt  prejudice  is  not,  |)erhap89  BOOK 
more  ridiculous  than  any  other.  It  humbles  th^  pride 
of  princes,  and  cures  courtiers  of  «  piece  of  vanity. 
Such  is  the  influence  of  fuperfiition:  ii  is  this  thst 
gives  rife  to  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  opinion.  Bf 
fuperfiition  artifice  divides  the  empire  with  pcrwtry 
when  the  latter  has  conquered  and  enflaved  the  worlds 
the  fornaer  interpofes  and  prcfcribea  laws  in  its  turn : 
they  enter  into  a  league  with  each  other,  mankind  fall 
profirate^  and  fubmit  to  their  chains.  Accordingly  the 
BraminSy  who  are  the  depofitariesdf  reltgioit  and  the 
fcitnces  throughout  Indoftan^'are  every  where  employ- 
ed by  the  Rajah  as  mimfiers  or  fecretaries  of  ftate^  and 
make  what  arrangements  they  think  proper;  but  af- 
fairs are  not  the  better  managed  on  that  account. 

The  adminiftration  of  Calicut  is  bad  in  genera^  and 
that  of  the  capital  ftill  Worfe;  No  police  is  eftabliflil 
ed>  no  fortifications  are  raifed.  The  trade^  which  is 
clogged  with  a  multiplicity  of  tmpofts,  is  almoft  entfre- 
ly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  of  the  moft  abandoned  and 
faithlefs  Moors  in  Ada.  One  of  its  greateft  advantages 
is,  that  by  the  river  Baypore^  which  is  only  at  two 
leagues  diftance^  it  has  the  means  of  being  furnilhed 
with  teak  timber,  which  grows  upon  the  plains  and 
mountains  in  great  abundance. 

The  territories  that  bdrder  upon  Calicut,  and  be- 
long to  the  Houfe  of  Colflftry,are  little  knawn ;  except 
by  the  French  colony  at  MnM,  which  is  gathering 
frelh  ftrength,  and  that  of  the  Engli(h  at  Tellecherry, 
which  has  met  with  no  difafter.  The  latter  has  a  fort 
flanked  with  four  baftions  without  ditches,  a  garrifpn 
of  three  hundt^d  Europeans,  five  hundred  fipahis,  and 
inhabitants  to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen  thoufand. 
The  company  to  which  it  belongs  receives  from  it  an* 

nually 


3i8  HISTORY  OP  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  nuAllj  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pound  weight  of  pep- 
per* 

Ir  we  except  a  few  principalities  that  fcarce  deferve 
sientiony  the  ftates  we  have  been  defcribing  properly 
confticute  the  whole  of  the  Malabar  coaft,  a  country 
more  agreeable  than  opulent.  The  exports  are  few, 
befides  aromatics  and  fpices.  The  principal  articles  are 
fanderswood,  Indian  faffron^  cardamon^  ginger^  baftard 
ctnnamony  and  pepper. 

Thx  fanulum  or  fanders  grows  to  the  fize  of  a  wal- 
nut tree;  the  fruit,  which  in  ibme  degree  refemblesa 
cherry,  is  of  no  value.  The  wood,  which  is  better  in 
Malabar  than  in  any  other  place  except  Kanara,  where 
it  grows  in  ftill  higher  perfe£kion,  is  either  red,  yellow, 
or  white.  From  the  two  Uft  kinds  an  oil  is  extraded, 
with  which  the  Chinefe,  Indians,  Perfians,  Arabians  and 
Turks  anoint  their  bodies*  It  is  likewife  burnt  in  thdr 
boufes,  and  yiekls  a  fragrant  and  wholefome  fmeil.  The 
red  fanders  is  leaft  efteemed,  and  is  fcarce  ever  ufed 
but  in  medicine. 

The  Indian  faffron,  called  by  the  phyficians  curcu- 
ma,  IS  a  plant  with  leaves  refembling.thofe  of  the  white 
hellebore;  the  flower  is  of  a  fine  purple  colour,  and  the 
fruit  has,  like  our'chefnuts  a  rough  coat  containing  the 
feed,  which  is  round  like  a  pea.  The  root,  which  has 
a  bitter  taAe,  and  has  long  been  efleemed  of  an  aperi- 
ent quality,  was  formerly  ufed  as  a  remedy  for  the  jaun- 
dice. The  Indians  qfiake  a  yellow  die  of  it,  and  it  is 
an  ingredient  in  mod  of  their  diflies. 

The  cardamon  is  a  grain  generally  ufed  in  Indian 
ragoiits:  it  propagates  itfelf  without  fowing  or  plant- 
ing. Nothing  more  is  required  than,  as  foon  as  the 
rainy  feafon  is  pver,  to  fet  fire  to  the  herb  that  has  pro- 
duced it.  .  It  is  often  mixed  with  arekka  and  betel,  and 
(bmetimes  chewed  afterwards.    The  rooft   efteemed 
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fort,  which  is  fmall,  grows  in  the  territory  of  Cana-  B  O^O  K 
nor;  it  is'' ufed  in  medicine  chiefly  to  help  digeftioni 
and  to  (Irengthen  the  ftomach. 

Ginger  is  a  plant  whofe  root  is  white,  tender,  and 
almoft  as  pungent  to  the  palate  as  pepper.  The  Indi* 
ans  put  it  into  their  rice,  which  is  their  common  diet, 
to  corred  its  natural  infipidity.  This  fpice,  mixed  with 
others,  gives  the  di(hes  feafoned  with  it  a  ftrong  tafte^ 
which  is  extremely  difagreeable  to  ftrangers.  The  Eu«> 
ropeansy  however^  who  come  to  Aiia  without  fortunes^ 
are  obliged  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  it.  The  others 
adopt  it  out  of  complaifance  to  their  wives,  who  are  ge- 
.nerally  natives  of  the  country.  It  is  here,  as  well  as  in 
all  other  places,  much.eafier  for  the  men  to  conform 
to  the  taftes  and  foibles  of  the  women,  than  to  get  the 
better  of  them.  Perhaps  too  the  climate  may  require 
this  manner  of  living. 

Bastard  cinnamon,  known  in  Europe  by  the  name 
of  caflia  lignea,  is  to  he  had  at  Timor,  Java,  and  Min- 
danao ;  but  that  which  grows  on  the  Malabar  coaft  is 
much  fuperior.     The  Dutch,  defpairing  of  their  power 
to  extirpate  the  trees  in  the  forefts  that  produce  it,  fell 
upon  the  expedient  during  their  fuperiorky  in  Malabar, 
of  compelling  the  fovereigns  of  the  country  to  give  up 
their  right  to  bark  them.     This  prohibition,  which  was 
never  ftridly  complied  with,  has  been  lefs  fo  fince  the 
nation  that  made  it  has  loft  its  authority,  and  the  price 
of  the  cinnamon  of  Ceylon  has  been  advanced  in  con- 
fcquence  of  that  meafure.     The  prefent  produce  at 
-Malabar  may  be  computed  at  two  hundred  thoufand 
weight.     The  lead  part  of  it  is  brought  to  Europe^ 
where  it  is  fold  for  the  bell  fort  by  merchants  who  are 
not  very  honeft;  the  reft  is  fent  over  all  India,  where 
it  fells  from  twenty  tO|twenty*iive  fols  (from  lod.  halfp. 
to  about  13d,)  a  pound,  though  it  coils  no  more  than 

fix. 
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BOOK  fix,  (about  3d*)     The  trade  is  entirely  in  the  bands  of 
j^      the  free  Englidi  mercfaaMs ;  it  may  axlmic  of  improve^- 
ment,  but  will  never  come  near  tiMit  of  pepper. 

The  pepper-plant  is  a  ihfub  whofe  root  is  im^%  (i- 
brotts>  and  6exible  ;  it  rifes  into  a  ftern^  which  requires 
a  tree  or  a  prop  to  fupportit.  Its  wood  has  the  fame 
fort  of  knots  as  the  vine ;  and  when  it  is  dry>  it  exad- 
ly  refembles  the  vine^-branch.  The  leaves^  which  have 
a  ftrong  fmell  and  a  pungent  tafte,  are  oval  ;  but  di- 
minith  towards  the  extremity,  and  terminate 'in  a  point. 
From  the  flower^^buds^  which  are  white,  and  are  fome- 
times  placed  in  the  middle  and  fomelinlesat  the  extre- 
mity of  the  branches^  are  produced  fMittl  berries  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  the  currant-tree*  Each  of  ithefe  con- 
taint  between  twenty  and  thirty  cor^s  of  pepper  $  they 
are  commonly  gathered  in  OSober^  and  ejtpbfed  to  the 
fun  feven  or  eight  days.  The  fruiti  which  was  green 
at  firft,  and  afterwdrdd  red,  when  {{ripped  of  its  cover- 
ing, becomes  fuch  as  we  fee  it.  The  largeft,  heavlef^, 
j»nd  lead  (hrivelled,  is  the  beft. 

The  pepper-plant  flourifhes  in  the  ifl&nd^  df  Jav^, 
Sumatra,  and  Ceylon,  and  more  p^rri^UtaHy  oti  the 
Malabar  coaft.  It  is  hot  fown,  btit  planted  ^  and  great 
nicety  is  required  in  the  choice  of  the  ihoots.  It  pro- 
duces no  fruit  till  the  eiid  of  three  ytatts ;  btit  bears  To 
plentifully  the  three  fttc<eeding  years^  that  fome  plants 
yield  between  iix.  and  feveH  pouikds  of>  pep^r.  The 
bark  then  begins  to  ihrink ;  and  the>  ihrtib  declines  (o 
faft,  that  in  twelve  years  tinteit  ceafes  bearing. 

The  culture  of  pepper  is  not  difficnlt  ^  n  is  only  ne- 
cefiary  to  plant  it  in  a  rich  fotly  and  that  the  weeds 
that  grow  in  great  abundance  ronnd  its  root$>  be  care- 
fully pulled  up,  efpecially  the  three  firfl  years.  As  the 
fun  is  highly  neceffary  to  the  growth  of  the  pepper- 
plant,  when  it  is  ready  to  b^ar,  the  tre^s  that  fupport 
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it  inuft  be  bppcd  to  jprcvent  their  (hade  from  injuring  BOOK 
the  fruit.     When  the  feafon  is  over,  it  is  proper  to 
prune  the  plant  quite  to  the  top.    Without  this  pre-" 
caution  there  would  be  too  much  wood,    and  little 
fruit. 

Th£  pepper  exported  from  Malabar,  which  was  for<- 
merly  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  is  at 
prefent  divided  between  the  Dutch,  Englifh,  and  French, 
amounts  to  about  ten  millions  weight.  At  ten  fols  a 
pound  (sd.  i.)  it  is  worth  five  millions,  (218,750!)  it 
is  exported,  with  other  produflions,  for  half  that  fum. 
By  the  fale  of  thefe  commodities  the  country  is  ena- 
bled to  purchafe  rice  from  the  Ganges  and  Kanaraycoarfc 
linens  from  Myfore  and  Bengal,  and  feveral  goods  fent 
from  Europe.  The  payments  in  money  amount  to  lit" 
tie  or  nothing. 

Kanaka,  a  country  bordering  upon  Malabar  pro- 
perly fo  called,  was  formerly  more  opulent.  It  was  an 
almoft  inexhaudible  granary  of  rice ;  but  has  been 
much  on  the  decline  fince  it  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of 
Heyder-Aly-Khan.  The  trade  of  this  ftate,  which  was 
carried  on  freely  at  Mangulore  the  capital,  is  intirely 
engrofled  by  the  conqueror,  who  refufes  to  let  thofe 
have  goods  that  do  not  furnifh  him  with  arms,  powder 
and  ammunition.  The  Portuguefe  are  the  only  people 
exempted  from  this  law,  who  having  formerly  been 
mailers  of  this  province,  have  always  retained  one  ftore<* 
houfe  which  fupplies  Goa. 

The  commerce  that  invited  Venice  from  her  canaU 
and  Amfterdam  from  her  marlhes,  had  rendered  Goa 
the  center  of  the  riches  of  India,  and  the  mod  cele*- 
brated  mart  in  the  world.  It  is  now  reduced  to  nothing, 
though  defended  by  two  thoufand  European  foldiers,  a 
company  of  artillery,  five  thoufand  fipahis^  and  cogs 
the  (late  annually  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  thou* 
Vol.  L  Y  fand 
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BOOK  fond  livras^  (frIsMt  59,100  oA  «ti  nverage.)  SuperAtfion, 
j^^  (ke  Autm  da  F6,  and  the  ttMmks-cictinguifti  aWdrfirc  of 
feeing  itreftorad  to  its  former  ftatc.  Peprived  ^  fo  ma*- 
Ayicroie  pMuriaoes^  which  implicilly  obeyed  its  taws,  tt 
has  nothing  remaining  but  the  fmall  ifland  on  which  it 
•is  builty  aadthetwopeiiiaMBs  that  fmn  its  harbour. 

Nfe'AR  a  cenMtry  ago  ia  pow«r  M«s  ^abtiSied  by  fea 
and  land  «>  the  north  ot  Goa,  this  gl^ewth  of  which  was 
not  ftrdcien  hy  any  body.    The  <mmie  of  tht  foander 
of  it  was  Konna  Ji  Angiia.    He  made  <htmfdf  mafier 
mi  the  fmsin  ilQmd  ^cf  Severndroog,  where  lie  fenred  as  a 
-foUier,  .and  'baik  a  light  veflTd  on  which  lie  enr^barkcd 
^  a  fitaie.    At  fytt  he  eonfined  liis  altiacks  to  fhe 
^!Moori&  or  Indian  v«(fij)s  trading  upon  that  coall.    His 
fucGCffsy  eaperieni:e,  and  tht  mMb'er  of  adventurers 
whom  the  fame  of  his  courage  and  gen'erofity  invited 
-to  join  liitth  etaaWed  hirtrto  -eng^e  in  tht  greaiefl  en- 
^iferprizes.    By  degrees 'hfe  acquired  »,  dominion  extend- 
»ing  forty  leagues  ovtr'the  lba,-ttfid1)etween  twenty  and 
¥hiirty  tnites  Ovtr  land,  atcordtng  as  the  places  were 
«fittiatcd  conveniently  "for  <Iefence.    His  Tuccefs  and  re- 
nown were>  howtvcr,  principally  owing  to  ,his  naval 
-operations :  Which  were  faccefsfutlylcept  up  by  hisfuc- 
cetTors.    Mafters  of  the  coatt,  IheTe  pirates  attacked 
the  veffcls  tsf  all  nations  Without  diilin'aion.     Befidcs  a 
peat  nufriber  of  ftniill  craft,  they  feized  the  Jargcft 
•flifps  b^tengfng  <o  the  ^En^lith,  the  Jupiter  belonging 
to  the  French,  and  three  Dutc'h  vcflck  at  once,  one  of 
w»ileh  t«f rilsd  «fty  gUfis. 

TflE'^tt  of 'the  "Englifh  was  ditconcerted  by  thefc 
xtepredfttions.  Thtyitad  viewed  with  pleature  the.firJJ 
attempts ^^f'thefe  pirates,  wlifch  ihrew  thegreateftpaij 
«f  tflic'ttadei  and'ft^e  whote  navigation, into  their  hands; 
becaufe  -^helr  Ihips  were  of  greater  force  and  better 
Ttiannefl  than  ihcrfe  of  the  country.     They  cqmW  no 

longer 
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longer  boaft  thb  advantage,  when  the  veflfels  belonging  B  O  p  tc 
to  Bombay,  which  traded  upbti  the  coaft  were  infultedf 
the  cargoes  ptund^redf  ahd  the  Tailors  taken  prifoners. 
The  precaution  taken  Jifiver  to /ail  without  a  convoy 
was  very  e^penliVe,  ahd  proved  iheHfeSual.  The  con*- 
voys  were  often  difp^rfed  and  fpnietimes  taken,  'fhefe 
depredations  determined  the  company  in  1 729  to  join 
their  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Poftugucfe,  wh6  were 
equally  exaf^erated  agaiqft  thefe  pirates;  and  it  was 
determined  between  them  to'deftroy  the  place  pt  their 
refort.  If  he  ejtpeditidn  was  dil^raceful  and  abortive. 
That  which  was  undertaken  by  the  Dutch,  twp  years 
after,  with  feven  men  of  war  and  two  boiy>b  ketbhes, 
met  with  no  better  fqccefs.  At  length  the  Marattos, 
upofl  Angria's  refufiftg  t6  pay  a  tribute  whicli  had  long 
been  cnftotnztyt  agreed  tq  attack  the  common  epemy 
by  land,  whiME  the  Engtidi  attacked  them  by  fea.  iJ'his 
confederacy  obtained  for  tt)^m  a  complete  conqueft. 
Moft  of  the  harbours  and  fotts  were  taken  in  |he  cam- 
paign of  1 755.  Oerjah,  the'  Capital,  furrcndered  the 
year  foite^in^,  and  with  it  lell  an  empire,  whofe  prof- 
perity  had  been  oniy  founded  oh  publicjcalamitie^.  ^y 
its  ruin  the  power  of  the  Marattos,  which  wa$  formi- 
dable already^  was  unhappily  increafed. 

Thes  £  people,  who  had  been  long  confined  wttbin 
the  limits  of  their  mountains,  have  by  degrees  extend- 
ed themfelves  towards  the  fea^and  at  prefent  poifefs  the 
large  trafik  between  Surat  and  Goa,  where  tfeey  equally 
threaten  thefe  two  cities.  They  are  famous  for  their 
incurfions  and  depredations  on  the  coaft  of  Coronoandel, 
the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges ;  but  the  centre  of  their  greateft  ftrength,  and 
their  fixed  (lation  is  at  Malabar.  That  fpirit  of  rapine^ 
which  they  carry  into  the  countries  where  they  occafi- 
ottally  make  inroads,  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  provinces 
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BOOK  they  have  conquered.  One  may  venture  to  predid, 
^^^'  .  that  Bacaim  Chaul,  Dabul^  and  many  other  places,  that 
were  fo  long  opprcffed  by  the  tyranny  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  will  make  fome  figure  again  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Marattos.  The  fate  of  Surat  is  an  objed 
of  ftill  greater  importance. 

This  town  was  for  a  long  time  the  only  fea-port  for 
the  exportation  of  the  manufadures  of  the  Mogul  em- 
pire,  and  the  importation  of  whatever  was  neceflfary  to 
fiipply  its  confumption.     To  fecure  Its  allegiance,  and 
provide  for  its  defence,  a  citadel  was  built>  the  com- 
mandant of  which  had  no  authority  over  that  of  the 
town ;  care  was  even   taken  to  chufe  two  governors, 
who,  from  their  chara£ler,  were  not  likely  to  unite  in 
opprefling  trade.  Some  difagreeable  circumftances  gave 
rife  to  a  third  power.     The  Indian  feas  were  infefted 
w*ith  pirates  who  interrupted  the  navigation,  and  hin- 
dered devout  Muflulmen  from  making  voyages  to  Mec- 
ca.    The  emperor  thought   the  fuperintendant  of  a 
colony  at  CoflTrees,  fettled  at  Rajapour,  would  be  a  pro- 
per perfon  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  thefe  depredations^ 
and  appointed  him  his  admiral.     Three  lacks  of  rou- 
pees,   or     j20,o6o    livres,    (between    30,000/.    and 
40,000/.)  were  afligned  him  for  his  annual  pay.     This 
falary  not  being  pundually  paid,  the  admiral  feized  the 
caftle,  and  from  that  fortrefs  laid  the  town  under  con- 
tribution. A  fcene  of  general  confudon  enfued;  and  the 
avarice  of  the  Marattos,  always  reftlefs,  became  more 
rapacious  than  ever.    Thefe  Barbarians^  who  had  ex- 
tended their  ufurpations  even  to  the  gates  of  the  piace^ 
h^d,  for  a  long  time,  been  allowed  a  third  part  of  the 
duties,  on  condition  that  they  (hould  not  moled  the 
inla'fid*  trade.     They  contented  themfelves  with   this 
cohtributiofi,  fo  long  as  fortune  did  not  throw  ipore  coc- 
fiderable  advantages  in  their  way.     As  foon  as  they  per- 
ceived this  ferment  among  the  citizens^  not  doubting 

that 
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that  one  of  ihe  parties  might  be  tranfported  fo  far  by  B  O  O  K 
rcfentment  as  to  open  the  gates  to  them,  they  drew  t_^_f 
their  forces  near  to  the  walls.  The  traders  finding  their' 
cffefls  daily  in  danger  of  being  plundered,  called  the 
Knglifli  to  their  afiiftance  in  1759,  and  aided  them  in 
taking  the  citadel.  The  court  of  Delhi  confirmed  them 
in  the  poffeffion  of  it,  and  in  the  exerclfe  of  the  naval 
command,  together  with  the  appointments  annexed  to 
both  commiflions.  This  revolution  reftored  tranquillity 
to  Surat ;  but  Bombay,  which  was  the  caufe  of  it,  ac- 
quired an  addition  of  credit,  wealth  and  power. 

This  fmall  ifland,  which  is  not  more  than  twenty 
xniles  in  circumference,  was,  for  a  long  time,  of  little 
fervicc  to  the  Englilh.    Nobody  chofe  to  fettle  in  a 
country,  fo  unhealthy,  as  to  give  rife  to  the  proverb, ' 
Jlbat  at  Bombay  a  maiCs  life  did  not  exceed  two  monfoons  •• 
the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  air  was  attributed  to  the 
bad  quality  of  the  water,  the  low  marftiy  grounds,  and 
to  the  bffenfivc  fmell  of  the  lifli  ufed  in  manuring  the 
roots  of  trees.    Every  poflSble  remedy  was  ufed  to  re- 
move thefe  caufes  of  mortality.     The  number  of  inha- 
bitjants  in  the  colony  incrcafed  in  proportion  as  thefe 
dcftruSive  principles  were  diminiftied  :  and  is  compu- 
ted to  amount  at  prefent  to  fiifty  thoufand  Indians,  born 
in  the  ifland,  or  induced  to  fettle  there  by  the  lenity  of 
the  government.     Of  thefe,  fome  are  employed  in  the 
cultivation  of  rice,  a  greater  nuriiber  in  that  of  cocoa- 
trees  which  cover  the  plains;  and  the  reft  are  engaged 
in  navigation  and  other  ufeful  labours,  which  are  con- 
tinually improving. 

Bombay  was  firft  confidered  in  no  other  light  than 
that  of  an  excellent  harbour,  wjiich,  in  times'  of  peace, 
ferved  as  a  place  of  refreflimcnt  for  the  merchant-men 
frequenting  the  Malabar  coafts  ;  and  in  time  of  war, 
;i3  ^  winter  ftation  for  the  fquadrons  that  government 

Y3  might 
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&  q  O  K  noufht  fend  to  India.    Thb  w^  a  very  valiwWe  advao-* 
^___^  J  tagc  in  fcas  where  there  are  (q  few  gapd  bays,  and 
where  thf  ^ngHfli  have  bo  oiiber  but  tbi^,^    TU  fettle* 
ipont  has  fince  ^f en  rendered  nfiuch  autre  qfefuL    The 
companj  have  nsade  it  (he  tnactof  tii  theip  trade'  Vuh 
Matabarj,  ^uratA'aad  the  Perfiaa  apd  Arabian  Gulphs. 
It$  fituat¥>i>  has  invited  the  Engliih.  nuerchaiua  to  cefort 
thither  5  and  by  their  ip.eaoft  trade  is  carried  qq  with 
greater  fpirit.    The  tjraa^iy  exeroifed  by  the  Aiigf'm 
upon  the  continent  has  .corojpelled  fonae  of  the  BaajmiSL 
to  take  refuge  at  Bpnvbays  notwithftanding  the  avtcfuun 
thefe  people,  >^ho  neyec  drmfc  fpirituous  liquors*  mnft 
have  tQ  live  in  a  place  where  the  water  ia  fo  bad.   Soaie 
rich  Mqoi^  have  tik« wife  rena^vedhiib^rincQnteqiienCte 
of  the  didurbance^  at  Surat.  . 

It  la  not  to  be  imagined^thait  (i9cha4?uiQbejrof  meiA 
whp>  with  the  advantages  of  in^ii(lry  aj\d  Ucgie  ca,pUals» 
were  intent  on  ajnai&|ig  wealth,  fboidd  r^n^a  iiiA&iva^ 
Froni  Malabarj  th^y  £u^ij(bed  thi^oofelve^  wMv  ihip^ 
timber,  and  kayar  for  cprdagei  the(b  were  W4xrk«;duf 
by  the  Perfees  from  Guzajcab..  Tbef^lor^of  thecQun* 
try,  under  the  con^n^iand  of  Ev^ope^an  o|Bce(s»  have 
been  found  capafbfe'  o|  navigj^Ung  theic  ftips.,  Smat 
fupplies  cargoes,  partly  on  itsipwn-  acpojunt,.  and  paitljs 
on  account  of  the  merchants  of  Bombay^  Tbey  {$fA 
out  annually  two  (hips  from  Qadpra^one  &r  joddaj^  oae 
for  Mocha,  and  fometimes  one  for  Chlna^.  The  car* 
goes  of  all  thefe  (hips  are  immenfely  ricjh.     Qthcx  vet 

fetsef  lefsconfequence.afQ  diibafqhfid  f'rQnvth&coiooy 
itfelf. 

The  private  (hips  of.  the  cmppaiMTjpare.  dcftin^d  for 
the  faftof  ies  they  haye  eflablifhed  oetweco  Sum  and 
Cape  Con^orirt.  The^roupees-of  Bombay ,, which  have 
been  fiibftitued  iqfteid  of  thofe  of  Surat^  throughput 
the  coafb  and  iil  the  irftcribi:  jajits  of  the  coiifitry^^givc 

the 
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the  compaay  an  advant^gi^  of  fiv9  per  cont  ovior  aH  dia  B  o  o  & 
nations  that  are  their  rivals.  They  likcwifc  fend  car*  ^  _"L' 
goes  to  BaHbra^  Sen^er^Abaffi^^nd  SUhI^  wht re  the  Tale 
of  their  cloths  is  the  principal  obje<^  of  th«if  fettl«n3eQt& 
Thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  Mq^  ar«  ftiftcient  lo  fiif^ 
ply  the  coQfunfiptioQ^  Their  coime^oos  wirk  iureit  arc 
ftill  more  advantageous;  this  place  buys  of  tben>  a  Urge 
quantity  of  iron  and  lead^  apd  fome  wooHen-cloihs;  the 
(hips  are  freighted  baak  from  b^oce  with  msinufa£liir0s 
to  a  great  amount. 

Th£  fliips  fent  from  Europe  ibrm? riy  failed  to  tb4 
fea-porty  where  they  were  to  take  in  their  lading.  They 
now  put  in  at  Bombay.  Tbi^  aUeration  owes  it^  riRs  to 
the  advantage  the  company  have  ^  traufporring  hither 
all  the  merchandise  of  \hc  qouAiiy  witbopi  expenc^^ 
fince  they  have  been  invefted  wi|h  the  dignity  of  adfru-r 
ral  to  the  great  Mpgidy  imd  in  coBfeqiHnee  of  :tbAs  api. 
pointment  have  been  obiigfd  |o  vmxHm  a  muHmt 
force  q^on  th^  awft^ 

Ths  detail  in^  which  We  have  eaif^edi  may  Midlne 
the  reader  to  fuppofe  that  the  filu^li^  of  the  EogUfii  at 
Malabar  is  eqval  to  their  wiihes*  It  i$  ne^erthelefs  cec* 
tain  that  they  gaio  no  mfif^  tb^n  ^«a50»ae(^  Iwres  (not 
quite  iQQyPQo/*)  Utta  allthefettlesneiHs  they  have  up^ 
on  this  «09A  '9  whereas  hhw  Anoual  expeace  1  excf^ 
^miUioi^t  {abpve  2lk)iQOo/.> 

If  tbfs  a^te^tioii  of  thiseompadty  had  n^  heeBid&yerted 
by  rthf  great  fccnea  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  on 
the  ^:aift<){  CSonomandel  end  in.  BengaU  it  is  natural  ^ 
beUisfe  th^HaflOiirB  would  beiti  aibettier  ftata  at  Malabar. 

Thz  fortificaticna  at  Boodbay  woitkl  not  have  been 
ealafgedg  then  ireduced^  theQ  ei  tended  agam*  and  iit 
flifc^t  ftUe];cd  ahuckdtfod  .difierflnt  times.  Had  the  plans 
beeo (kawti by  ikilful engiiieerB^ami  executedby  honeft 
workmen^,  tbofe  stioun^us  expeqoesi  which  have  ex^ 

Y  4  cited 
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B  O  O  K  cited  fucli  a  general  indignatioii>  might  have  been  avoid- 
cd. 

Thet  would  have  fcnt  from  the  Ganges^  or  from  Ea- 
ropC}  a  fund  fufficient  to  purchafe  feven  or  eight  rich 
cargoes  every  year,  inftead  of  three  or  four  very  flcndcr 
ones  furniihed  by  a'dedining  and  almoft  deferred  trade. 

The  (late  of  weaknefs,  anarchy^and  war^in  which 
the  independent  kingdoms  of  this  continent, -particular- 
ly towards  the  fouth,  are  perpetually  involved,  would 
have  fuggefied  a  plan  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  to  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  by  wbofe 
influence  it  would  have  been  procured. 

In  a  word,  the  company  might  have  obtained  the 
ifland  of  Salfette,  which  was  offered  to  them  by  the 
[Marattos,  on  condition  of  their  aflifting  them,  on  a  fud- 
den  emergency,  with  five  hundred  men  againft  the  fu- 
bah  of  the  decan :  and  by  this  arrangement  they  would 
have  freed  themfeives  from  the  fhameful  neceiEty  they 
are  under  of  depending  upon  ihefe  people  for  fubfiftence. 

The  fertile  ifland  of  Salfette,  which  is  twenty-fix 
miles  in  length,  and  eight  or  nine  in  breadth,  was  taken 
|by  the  Marattos  from  the  Portuguefc.  Mafters  of  this. 
poft,  they  threatened  Bombay,  which  is  only  feparated 
from  it  by  a  narrow  channel  fordable  at  low  water. 
Now  that  the  Englifli  have  raifed  large  fertificationsi 
and  placed  a  numerous  garrifon  in  their  colony,  which 
is  become  of  greater  inaportance,  an  invafion  is  iniprac-^ 
ticable.  The  Marattos  themfeives  are  convinced  of  it  $ 
but  they  think  it  is  in  their  power  to  ruin  this  fettle- 
ment  even  without  attacking  it.  This,  they  -affirm, 
would  eafily  be  done  by  refufing  to  furniib  it  with  pro- 
vifions  from  Salfette,  and  preventing  its  .procuring  them' 
from  the  continent.  Perfons  of  obfervation,  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the.  places,  find 
fometbiiig  more  than  pi^bability  in  thefe.  ideas. 

The 
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The  truth  h,  Ihat  ever  fince  that  wrong  ftep  was  BOOK 
taken,  ihoogh  perhips  it  was  unavoidable,  of  putting  ^'^'  - 
into  the  hands  of  the  Marattos,  all  the  ports  which  be- 
longed to  the  Angrias,  ihofe  barbarians  are  daily  aug- 
menting their  marine.  Their  ambition  will  increafe 
v^ith  their  power;  and  it  is  impolTible  but  in  the  long 
run,  their  claims  and  thrfcof  the  Englifti  muff  inteifcre. 

Ir  we  might  hazard  a  conjefture  we  ihguld  not  fcru- 
ple  10  prophefy  that  the  company's  agents  will  be  the 
authors  of  the  rupture.  Befides,  that  propenfity  to  raife 
diilurbances,  which  is  common  to  all  of  that  clafs,  be- 
^aufe  confufion  is  favourable  to  their  avaritious  views  • 
they  are  devoured  with  fecrfet'fpleen  at  having  no  (hare 
in  thofe  immenfe  fortunes,  which  are  made  on  the  Co- 
Tomandel  coaft,  and  efpecially  in  Bengal.  '  Their  ava- 
rice, jcaloufy,  and  even  their  pride  will  incline  them  to 
reprefent  the  Marattos  as  turbulent  neighbours,  always 
intent  upon  the  invafion  of  Bombay ;  to  magnify  the 
facility  of  difperfing  thefe  banditti,  provided  they  have 
a  proper  force  ;  to  give  exaggerated  ideas  of  the  advan- 
tage of  plundering  their  mountains,  filled  with  the  trea- 
fures  of  Indoflan,  which  they  have  been  accumulating 
during  a  whole  century.  The  company,  accuftomed 
to  conqueft,  and  having  no  longer  any  urgent  occafioi^ 
for  their  troops  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  wilt  adopt 
a  plan  that  promifes  them  an  acceilion  of  riches,  glory, 
and  power.  If  thofe  who  dread  this  fpirit  of  ambition, 
ihould  prevail  with  them  not  to  embark  in  this  new  en- 
tcrprize,  they  will  be  forced  into  it  by  their  fervants  ; 
and  however  the  event  of  this  war  may  operate  upon 
their  interefts,  thofe  who  involve  them'  in  it  will  be 
fure  to  be  gainers.  There  is  lefs  reafon  to  fear  a  mif- 
fortune  of  this  kind  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and 
Orixa,  which  extend  from  Cape  Comorin  to  the  Gan- 
ges. 

9 
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BOOK      GfiOGRAPHCRS  and  biftoriaas  always  coniider  there 

^^J[J^2.^^  *5  diftinacouBtricsinhabited  by  two  nations,  whofc  Ian- 

General      gu^g^y  geniuSi  and  manners  have  not  the  leaft  refem- 

tnide  of      blance*    But  as  the  commerce  carried  on  there  Is  nearly 

CoromaL-  ^^^  fatn«f  and  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner  ;  we  (hall 

del  and      comprehend  them  both  under  the  general  name  of  Co- 

F**rih^*  roroandcl.     The  two  coafts  refemble   each  oth^r  in 

puScular.  other  refpeds.    In  both  of  them>  there  reigns  from  the 

beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  OSober  an  esiceflive 

heat  J  which  begins  at  nine  in  the  mornings  and  continues 

till  nine  in  the  evening.    During  the  night  it  is  always 

allayed  by  a  fea-breeze*  that  blows  from  the  foutb-eaft  ; 

and  moft  commonly  this  refre&ing  gale  begins  at  three 

in  the  afternoon.     The  air  is  lefs  inflamed*  thongh  too 

hot  the  reft  of  the  year.    It  rains  alnioft  continually 

during  the  months  of  November  and  Pecember.    This 

immenfe  tra^  is  covered  with  a  parched  fand  for  the 

fpace  of  two  miles^and  fometimes  only  one  mile. 

There  were  many  reafons  why  this  country  was  at 
firft  negleded  by  the  Europeans  who  came  to  India.  It 
was  feparated  by  inacceilible  mountains  from  Malabart 
where  thefe  bold  navigators  endeavoured  to  fettle  them* 
felves.  Spices  and  aromatics,  which  were  the  principal 
obje£ts  of  their  attention  were  not  to  be  found  there.  Is 
fhdrt^  civil  diflenfions  had  baniihed  from  it  tranquiliity» 
fecurity  and  induftry. 

At  that  periods  the  empire  of  Bifnagar»  to  which  this 
vaft  country  was  fubje^,  was  falling  to  ruin.  The  firft 
monarchs  of  that  ill^ftrious  ftate  owed  their  power  to 
their  abilities.  They  headed  their  armies  In  war;  in 
peace,  they  direfted  their  councils,  vifited  their  provin^ 
ces,  and  adminiflered  juftice.  Profperity  corrupted  them. 
Py  degrees  they  fell  into  a  habit  of  withdra,wing  thero-t 
felves  from  the  fight  of  their  people,  and  of  leaving  tkQ 
cares  of  government  to  their  generals  and  miniftors. 

This 
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This  condud  paved  t](i€  way  to  tbeif  ruin.  The  gover-  BOOK 
nors  of  Vifapour,  the  Carnatic»  Golconda,  and  Ortxa> 
threw  oS  tbeit  dependence,  and  afTunned  the  tUle  of 
kii^s.  Tbofe  of  Madura,  Tanjour,  Myforei  Gingt,  and 
fome  others,  Irkewife  ufurped  the  fovereign  author itj, 
but  retained  their  ancient  ftileof  Nakk.  This  great  re^ 
volution  had  juft  happened^  when  the  Europeans  appear-** 
ed  upoo  the  coaft  of  CoramandeL 

Th  &  foreign  trade  was  at  that  time  inconfiderable ;  it 
con&fied  only  of  diamonds  from  Gokonda,  which  were 
carried  to  Calicut  and  Surat,  and  from  thence  to  Ormus 
or  Suez,,  whence  they  were  circulated  through  Europe 
and  Afia.  Maffulipatan,  the  richeft  and  moft  populous 
city  in  the  &  countries,  was  tbe  only  market  that  was 
kncwn  for  Uoens)  they  were  piirchafed  at  a  great  fair 
annually  h.«]den  there  by  the  Arabian  and  Malayan  vef* 
fela  tbftt  frequented  that  bay,  and  by  caravans  that  ar- 
rived &o«L  difiant  parts;  Tbe  liness  were  exported  to 
the  fame  places  as  tbe  diamonds^ 

Th«  foadnefs  for  tbe  manufaj^ures  of  Coromandel, 

which  began  to  prevail  here,  mfpired  all  tbe  European 

nations  trading  to  tbe  Indian  fe«s  with  the  rcfolution  of 

{brsiing:  fettkments  theret     They  were  not  difcouraged 

either  by  tbe  difficulty  of  coi^veyiivg  goods  from  the  tn« 

land  parts  of  the  country,  where  there  was  no  navigable 

tlvex^  by  the  total  want  of  harbours,  where  the  fea^  at 

one  feafon  of  the  year,  is  not  navigable ;  by  the  barren- 

neia  of  ihe  coafb  fof  the  mod  part  uncultivated  and  un-* 

inbaibited  (  iiov  hy  tke  tyrahny  aiikd  flii6tiiating  (late  of 

the  government.     They  thought  that  filver  would  b© 

ioduftffioufly  fought  after  ;    that  Pegu  would  farnilh 

^b^r  for  bttiiding,  afstd  Ben^l  corn  for  fubfiftence ; 

dial  ^  prc^peroua  iic^age  of  nine  month8>  woutd  be  more 

IhadO:  fufB<ient  to  complete  their  ladings  ;  and  that,  by 

brtifyiug  themfeWcl,  they  flmitd  be  fecnre  againft  the 

attacks 
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BOOK  attacks  of  the  weak  tyrants  that  opprefled  thcfe  coun- 
tries. 

The  firft  colonies  were  eftablilhed  near  the  (here* 
Some  of  them  obtained  a  fettlement  by  force :  mod  of 
them  were  formed  with  the  confent  of  the  fovereigm, 
and  all  were  confined  to  a  very  narrow  trad  of  land.  The 
boundaries  of  each  were  marked  out  by  a  hedge  of  thorny 
plants,  which  was  their  only  defence.  In  time  fortifica- 
tions were  raifed ;  and  the  fecurity  derived  from  thera 
added  to  the  lenity  of  the  government,  foon  increafed 
the  number  of  colonials.  The  fplendor  and  independence 
of  thefc  fettlements  feveral  timesraifed  the  jealou fy  of 
the  princes  in  whofe  dominions  they  were  formed  ;  but 
their  attempts  todemolifti  them  proved  abortive.  Each 
colony  increafed  in  profperity  in  proportion  to  the  riches 
and  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  that  founded  it. 

None  of  the  companies  that  exercifed  an  exclufive 
privilege  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  any  con- 
cern in  the  trade  of  diamonds  ;  which  was  always  left 
to  private  merchants,  and  by  degrees  fell  intirely  into 
the  hands  of  the  Englifli^  or  the  Jews  and  Armenians 
that  lived  under  their  prctedion.   At  prefent  this  grand 
objeft  of  luxury  and  induflry  is  much  reduced.     The 
revolutions  that  have  happened  in  Indoftan  have  pre- 
vented people  from  reforting  to  thefe  rich  mines  ;  and 
the  anarchy  into  which  this  unhappy  country  is  plung- 
ed, leaves  no  room  to  hope  that  they  will  be  frequent- 
ed again.     The  whole  of  the*  commercial  operations 
on  thecoaft  of  Coromandel  is  confined  to  the  purchafe 
of  cottons. 

The  manufaSuring  of  the  white  cottons  brought 
there,  differs  fo  little  from  that  of  ours,  that  it  would  be 
neither  interefling  norinftru3ive  to  enter  into  a  minute 
defcription  of  it.  The  procefs  ufed  in  making  their 
printed  cottons,  which,  was  at. firft  fervilcly  followed  in 

Europe, 
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Europe,  has  (ince  been  rendered  more  (imple  and  B  O  O  IC 
brought  to  greater  perfe&ion  by  our  manufadurers. 
The  painted  cottons,  which  are  likew&fe  bought  there, 
v/t  have  not  yet  attempted  to  imitate.  Thofe,  who 
imagine  we  have  been  prevented  from  undertaking  this 
branch,  merely  by  the  high  price  of  labour  among  us, 
are  miftaken.  Nature  has  not  given  us  the  wild  fruits 
and  drugs  neceflfary  for  the  compofition  of  thofe  bright 
and  indelible  colours,  which  conftitute  the  principal 
merit  of  the  Indian  manufadures ;  nor  has  ihe  fornifli- 
ed  us  with  the  waters  that  ferve  to  fix  them  v  and 
which  are  good  at  Pondicherry,  but  excellent  at  Madras, 
Paliacate,  Mafliilipatan,  and  Bimilipatan. 

The  Indians  do  not  univerfally  obferve  the  fame  me- 
thod in  painting  their  cottons;  either  becaufe  there  are 
fome  niceties  peculiar  to  certain  provinces,  or  becaufe 
different  foils  produce  different  drugs  for  the  fame  ufes. 
We  (hould  tire  the  patience  of  our  readers,  were  we 
to  trace  the  flow  and  painful  progrefs  of  the  Indians  in 
the  art  of  painting  their  cottons.    It  is  natural  to  be- 
lieve that  they  owe  it  to  length  of  time,  rather  than  to 
the  fertility  of  their  genius.     What  feeiils  to  authorize 
this  conjeQure  is,  that  they  have  flopped  in  their  ca- 
reer, and  have  not  advanced  a  fingle  ftep  in  the  arts  for 
many  ages  ;  whereas  we  have  proceeded  with  amazing 
rapidity,  and  view  with  an  emulation  full  of  confidence, 
the  immenfe  fpace  that  ftill  lies  between  us  and  the 
goal.     Indeed,  were  we  to  confider  only  the  want-  of  in- 
vention in  the  Indians,  we  fliould  be  tempted  to  believe 
that  from  time  immemorial  they  had  received  the  arts 
they  cultivate  from  fome  more  induftrious  nation:  but 
when  it  is  remembered  that  thefe  arts  have  a  peculiar 
dependence  on  the  materials,  gums,  colours,  and  pro- 
ductions of  India,  we  cannot  but  be  convinced  that  they 
are  natives  of  that  country. 

It 
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BOOK      It  fniiy  appear  fomtmhsLt  fttrpriting  that  cottons 
'''*      painted  with  all  colours  Ihould  be  fold  at  fo  moderite  a 
price  that  they  are  almoft  as  cheap  es  thoTe  vrhich  have 
only  two  or  three.    But  it  tnuft  be  obferved  that  the 
merchants  of  the  country  fell,  and  to  all  the  companiest' 
a  targe  quantity  of  cottons  at  a  time :  and  that  the  de- 
mand for  cottons  painted  of  all  coFours  makes  but  a 
fmall  article  in  their  a(Ibrtments>  as  rhey  are  noc  much' 
cfteemed  in  Europe. 

Though  cottons  of  aH  forts  are  in  fome  degree 
manufadured  throughout  the  whole  country  of  Injdo- 
ftan,  which  extends  from  Cape  Comorin  to  the  batiks 
of  the  Ganges ;  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  fine  forts  are 
made  in  the  eaftern  part,  the  common  ones  in  the  cen- 
ter,  and  the  coarfe  ones  in  the  mofl  weftern  parts.  Fac- 
tories tLte  eftaUiflied  in  the  European  colonies,  and  upon 
the  coaft :  they  are  found  in  greater  number  at  the  ^if- 
f ance  of  five  or  f\x  leagues  from  the  fea,  t^here  cotton 
is  more  cultivated  and  provifrons  are  cheaper.  The 
purchafes  they  make  there,  are  carried  thirty  or  forty 
leagues  further  into  the  country.  The  tndi.an  mer- 
chants fettled  in  our  fadories,  have  aiways  the  i^anage- 
ment  of  this  bufiaefs. 

Thb  quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods  that  are 
vanttd  are  fettled  with  thefe  peopfe  :  the  price  rs  fixed 
according  to  the  patterna:  and,  at  the  rime  the  eontrad 
is  made,  a  third  or  a  fourth  part  of  tfie  money  agreed 
for,  is  advanced.  This  arrangentent  b  owing  to  the 
neceffity  thefe  merchants  themfelves  fie  unrfer  of  ad- 
vancing money  to  the  workmen  by  their  partners  of 
agents  who  are  difperfed  through  the  whole  cotfntry, 
of  keeping  a  watcTtful  eye  upon  them  for  fear  cf  fofmg 
what  they  have  advanced,  and  of  gradualfy  leflemmgibe 
fum  by  calling  for  the  cottons  as  faftas  they  are  worked 
off.    Without  thefe  precautions^  nothing  could  be  de-* 

pended 
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pended  upon  in  an  opprdfivc  governnient»  where  the  B  0  0  K 
weaver  cannot  work  on  his  own  accoiint»  either  becaufe 
hb  circnmfiances  wrll  not  permit^  or  becaufe  he  dares 
not  Tentnre  to  difcoyer  them  for  fiear  of  exadions. 

The  companies  that  have  either  fuccefs  or  good  ma« 
nagement  conftantly  keep  a  year's  advance-money  in 
tSieir  fettlements.  By  this  method  they  are  fure  of  hav- 
ifig  the  quantity  of  goods  they  have  o^cafion  for,  apd 
of  the  quality  they  chufe^  at  the  moft  convenient  time : 
not  to  mention  that  their  workmen^  and  their  merchantsj 
who  are  kept  in  conftant  employmenl,  never  leave 
fhetn. 

Those  nations  that  want  money  and  credit  cannot 
begin  their  mercantile  operations  till  the  arrival  of  their 
ihips.  They  have  only  five  or  fix.  months»  at  moft,  to 
execute  the  orders  fent  from  Europe.  The  goods  are 
manufadured  and  examined  i;i  hafte  ^  and  they  are  even' 
obliged  to  take  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  bad>and  would 
be  rejefted  at  any  other  time.  The  neccfli^y  they  arc 
tinder  of  completing  their  cargoes,  and  fitting  out  their 
Teflels  before  the  hurricanes  come  on,  allow  no  time 
for  nicety  of  infpeSion. 

It  would  be  a  miftaken  nptipn  to  imagine  that  the 
country  agents  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  order  goods 
to  be  made  on  their  account^  in  hopes  of  felling  them 
with  a  reafonable  advantage  to  the  company  in  whofe 
fervice  they  are  engaged.  For  befidcs  that  the  genera* 
Uty  of  them  are  not  rich  enpugh  to  etpbark  in  fp  large 
an  undertaking,  they  woyld  ^Pt  he  certain  of  .finding 
their  account  in  it.  If  the  campajpyiJtu^  employ  tbetn, 
(hould  be  hindered  by  unforefeen  accidents,  firojQ  fend- 
u^  ^he  ufual  number  of  (htp^^  theie  mp:cb<9<Us  wouJd 
have  no  vent  for  their  jCQQimpditi^9.  Th^  Xadians^-fhe 
form  pf  whofe  4ref8  rej^ir^  difereuJ  b^^aMtb^  «jp4 
le^igths  from  thofe  of  the  cottons  fabricated  for  cur  ufe, 

would 
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BOOK  wGuId  not  purchafe  them ;  and  the  other  European 
companies  would  be  provided,  or  certain  of  being  pro- 
vided with  whatever  the  extent  of  their  trade  required^ 
and  their  calh  enabled  them  to  purchafe.  The  p\an  of 
procuring  loans  which  was  contrived  to  remedy  this  in- 
convenience, never  has  been,  or  can  be  ufeful. 

It  has  been  a  cuftom,  time  immemorial  in  Indoftan 
for  every  citizen  who  borrows  money  to  give  a  written 
inftrument  to  his  creditor.  This  deed  is  of  na force  in 
a  court  of  judicature,  unlefs  ^t  be  figned  by  three  wit- 
neflfesy  and  bears  the  day  of  the  month,  and  the  year 
ivhen  it  was  made,  with  the  rate  of  intereft  agreed  up- 
on by  the  parties.  If  the  borrower  fails  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements^  he  may  be  arrefted  by  the  lender  himfelf. 
He  is  never  imprifoned,  becaufe  there  is  no  fear  of  his 
inaking  his  efcape.  He  would  not  even  eat  without  ob* 
taining  leave  of  his  creditor. 

The  Indians  make  a  threefold  divifion  of  intereft; 
one  of  which  is  vice,  another  neither  vice  nor  virtue, 
and  a  third  virtue  :  this  is  their  manner  of  exprefTion. 
The  intereft  that  is  fin,  is  four  per  cent,  a  month  j  the 
intereft  that  is  neither  vice  nor  virture  is  two;  and  the 
intereft  that  is  virtue,  one.  The  laft  is,  in  their  opinion, 
an  a£t  of  beneficence  that  only  belongs  tothemoflhe* 
Toic  minds.  Yet  though  the  Europeons,  who  are  forced 
to  borrow^ meet  with  this  treatment,  is  Is  plain  they  can- 
not avail  themfelves  of  the  indulgence  without  involv- 
ing themfelves  in  ruin. 

The  foreign  trade'of  Cbromandel  is  not  in  the  hands 

of  the  natives.    Only  in  the  weftern  part,  indeed,  there 

are  Mohammedans,  known  by  the  name  of  Chalias, 

who,  at  Naour  and  Porto-Nuovo,  fend  out  fliips  to 

Achen,  Merguy,  Siam,  and  the  eaftern  coaft.    Befides 

veffelsof  confiderable  burden  employed  in  thefe  voyages, 

they  have  fmaller  embarkations  for  the  coafting  trade 

for 
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for  Ceylon,  and  the  pearl  fifliery.  The  Indians  of  Maf-  BOOK 
fillipatan  turn  their  attention  another  way.     They  ini"  n^^^-l 
port  white  calHcoes  from  Bengal^  which  they  dye  or 
ffrinty^and  fell  them  again  at  the  places  from  whence 
they  had  them>  at  thirty-five  or  forty  per  cent,  advan* 
tage. 

Excepting  thefe  tranfadions,  which  are  of  very 
little  confequence^  the  whole  trade  is  veiled  in  the  Eu* 
ropeans  who  have  no  partners  but  a  few  Banians  and 
Armenians  fettled  in  their  colonies.  The  quantity  of 
calticoes  exported  from  Coromandel  to  the  different  fea* 
poTt$  in  India,  may  be  computed  at  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  bales^  Of  thef6  the  French  carry  eight  hun- 
dred to  Malabar,  Mocha^  and  the  ifle  of  France  ;  the 
Englifliy  twelve  hundred  to  Bombay, Malabar,  Sumatra^ 
and  the  Philippine  Iflands ;  and  the  Dutch  fifteen  hun- 
dred to  their  feveral  fettlements.  Except  five  hundred 
bales  deflined  for  Miinilla,  each  of  the  value  of  2,400 
Ifvres,  (about  100  guineas.)  the  others  are  of  fo  ordinary 
a  kind  that  they  do  not  exceed  720  livres  (about  30 
guineas.)  at  prime  cofl :  fo  that  the  whole  number  of 
rhree  thoufand  five  hundred  bales  does  not  amount  to 
m^re  than  3^360,000  livres.  (not  quite  50,000/.) 

CoROMAHDEL  furnifhes  Europe  with  nine  thoufand 
fi'Ve  hundred  bales;  eight  hundred  of  which  are  brought 
by  the  Danes  ;  two  thoufand  by  the  Engliih  ;  and  three 
thoufand  tWo  hundred  by  the  Dutch.  A  confiderable 
part  of  thefe  callicbes  is  dyed  blue,  or  flriped  with  red 
and  blue  for  the  trade  of  the  Blacks.  The  others  are 
fine  muflin,  printed  callicoes,  and  handkerchiefs  from 
Maffulipatam,  or  Paliacate.  It  is  proved  by  experience, 
that  one  with  another,  each  bak,  in  the  nine  thoufand 
five  hundred,  coils  only  960  livres,  (42/.)  confequcntly 
they  ought  to  bring  in  to  the  workfhop  where  they  are 
itianufaaured  8,160,000  livres.  (near  360,000/.) 

Vol.  I.  Z  The 
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The  psyments  are  not  entirely  made  in  fpecie  either 
in  Europe  or  Afia;  we  give  in  exchange^  clothsi  iron, 
leady  copper,  coral,  and  fome  other  articles  of  lefs value. 
On  the  other  hand,  Afia  pays  with  fpices^  pepper,  Tice» 
fugar,  corn,  and  dates.  All  thefe  articles  taken  together, 
may  amount  to  4,800,000  livres.  (about   210,000/.) 
From  this  calculation  it  follows,  that  Coromandel  re- 
ceives 6,720,000  livres  (near  300,000/.)  in  money. 

The  Engliih,  who  have  acquired  the  fame  fuperiori- 
ty  upon  this  coaft  that  they  have  gained  elfewhere,  have 
formed  on  it  feveral  fettlements.  In  1757,  they  took 
pofleflionof  Madura,  a  confiderable  town,  and  tolerably 
well  fortified  :  but  they  did  not  fix  there  with  any  com- 
mercial views.  The  cottons  calculated  for  the  eaflero 
part  of  Afia,  and  for  Africa,  which  are  manufadured 
in  the  kingdom  belonging  to  this  capital,  are,  for  the 
mod  part,  carried  to  the  Dutch  fadories  on  the  coaft  of 
the  pearl  fifiiery.  The  only  ufe  the  Englifh  make  of 
this  acquifition  is  to  raife  from  it  a  revenue  fufficient  to 
overbalance  the  expences  that  are  unavoidably  incurred 
there. 

Trichinopoly,  though  totally  deflroyed  by  the 
cruel  wars  it  has  fufiained,  is  of  much  more  importance 
to  them.  This  firong  poll  is  the  key  of  Tanjour^  My- 
ibre,  and  Madura,  and  gives  them  great  influence  in 
thofe  three  dates. 

It  was  folely  with  the  view  of  fecuring  an  eafy  com- 
munication with  this  celebrated  fortrefs,  that  they  took 
pofleflton  of  Devi-Cottah  in  1 749,  whofe  territory  is  no 
more  than  three  miles  in  circumference.  There  is  no 
kind  of  manufacture  carried  on,  either  upon  the  fpot,  or 
in  the  neighbourhood,  the  only  produce  being  fome  wood, 
and  a  little  rice.  The  defence  of  this  fadory  cods  a- 
bout  40,000  livres ;  (42/.)  an  expence  that  takes  away 
the  whole  profits  of  it.  It  would^  notwithdanding,  be  a 

pod 
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poll  of  importance^  if  what  has  been  advanced  by  fome  BOOK 
intelligent  men  be  true,  that  the  Coleroon  might,  at  an  ^^' 
«afy  expence,  be  put  into  a  condition  to  receive  the  larg- 
*cft  veflels.  The  coaft  of  Coromandel  would  not  then 
be  without  harbours ;  and  the  nation,  matters  of  the  only 
port  in  thofe  parts,  would  have  a  powerful  means  of  im- 
proving their  commerce,  which  their  rivals  would  be  de- 
prived of. 

In  i68<5,  the  Englift  purchafed  Cudalore,  with  a  ter- 
ritory extending  eight  miles  along  the  coaft,  and  four 
miles  into  the  interior  part  of  the  country.     This  ac- 
quifition,  which  they  obtained  of  an  Indian  prince  for 
the Turn  of  742,500  livres,  (about  1 ,800/.)  was  confirm- 
ed to  them  by  the  Moguls,  who  foon  after  made  them- 
felves  maftersof  the  Carnatic.  Confidering  afterwards 
that  the  fortrefs,  which  they  found  ready   built,  was 
more  than  a  mile  from  the  fea,  and  that  the  reinforce- 
ments dcftined  for  it  might  be  intercepted  ;  they  built 
fort  St.  David  within  cannon-fliot  of  it,  at  the  mouth 
of  a   river,  and  on   the  verge  trf  the  Indian  Ocean. 
Since  that  three  aiders  have  been  ereSed,  which,  with 
the  town  and  fortrefs,  are  computed  to  contain  fixty 
thoufand  fouls.     Their  employment  is  dying  blue,  or 
printing  the  cottons  that  come  from  the  inland  parts  of  • 
the  country,  and  in  manufaduring  the  fineft  dimities  in 
the  world,  to  the  amount  of  1,500,000  livres.  (about 
32,000/.)  The  plundering  of  this  fettlement  by   the 
French  in  1758,  and  the  demoHfliing  of  its  fortifications, 
have  done  it  no  lafting injury.    Its  fpirit  fecms  rather  in- 
creafed,  though  St.  David  has  not  been   rebuilt,  and 
Cudalore  is  only  put  into  a  condition  of  making  a  toler- 
able refiftance.     A  revenue  of  144,000  livres  (about 
6,300/.)  defrays  all  the  expences  of  this  colony.    Maf- 
fulipatan  affords  advantages  of  another  kind. 

This  town,  which  pafTed  from  the  hands  of  the 

Z  2  French  ^ 
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9  O  O  H  French  into  thoft  of  the  ^^^  in  1 7S9> »  by  no  means 
'"*       what  it  wa$  whei^  the  {)i:^ropean$>  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  fifteenth  centuiy ,  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
There  are  but.a  few  cottons  made  or  fold  there,  whkhs 
notwitb(Uoding  their  beauty,  cannot  furnUbany  confi- 
derablc  branch  of  export.    Accordingly  the  new  pof- 
(effors  confider  their  coofcjueft  not  fo  much  as  a  market 
for  buying  and  felling  large  quantities  of  goods.    By 
me2^l»of  the  cara^vaos^  wtijch  c<^e  from  very  diftant 
places,  to  iurxyflx  ^hemfelyes  witjh  fait ;  and  by  the  in- 
tercqorfe  they  ba.v^  foijnAed  with  the  inland  parts  of  the 
count^^  they  hayie  v^^^td  tq  eftablifh  a  demand  for 
.their  c)4^ib&  ip  the  n;)oft  remptei  countries  of  the  Decan» 
^nd  this  trade  iajv^ely  tp.  flqurifh  dill  more.     To  this 
may  b/e  added  the  farther  advantage  of  drawing  a  re- 
venue fron^.  the  prodn^  o^  the  fait,  and  that  of  the 
Cuftoms^aaioiupiingtO;  Ij3^P>^oo  livres,  (near  58,000/.) 
.of.  whicif  6gOjQOQ  lijvre;^  (iittle  more  than  26iOOoL) 
oiily.s^re  f^nnualiy  ^^pende;d  upon  the  fettlement. 

Y^5ApA?AT4.i^  if  ia.f^^lj  town^with  little  territory 
hjelpngUig  ^  ijtf  ai^d  not  fbujr  tboufand:  inhabitants.  6e- 
ing^iipifjted  .h^^tweien  M^QuUpatan  and  Ganjagi,  it  is 
the  rj^geptacle  olf  the.  fi W  cqtto^s  that  ar^  m^de  in  that 
ipar^oC  Prix^>  afP^t^Otfnfi!^  6ve  or  fijs  hundred  bales, 
,Vhjct'<?pft  4.8o»qpR  U.yrfiH.iatfowt  2i ,000/.) 
/  Ti^E  9iwb^»diJfe;'pf^d^ed.fro»uiU  tthef^e, places  aod 
irpmsi  few  .fijibjof^nf^Hi  f^lftoci^s  tjbat  vary  iiccprding  to 
circunjft^w;P?i:if»<^V^ifidi^Madrafs  >¥bich.  is  the  cemer 
.of  sjlj.nbf  ^f?i^iflR  fffP&ffcicWtPR.tb€  q©^ pf  Gaflrpman- 

Titf  s.  to^^  ws^s,builit,a.feundr)ed  years^gp^jy  William 
'Lai^pr^ne,,  in  the-  couptry  of  ArAot,.and  by  the  fes 
fide.  A^.be  pl?,cfdr  it  in  tfee  midft  of  a  f^dy  traft,  al- 
together dry,  an4  w^/?  ithere"  was  no  water  fit  for 
drjnking,  but  whf^t.w^s  fetched  from  (he  diftanceof 

•  more 
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more  than  a  mile  ;  people  were  curioui  \o  knoW  whrft  B  p  O  K 
reafons  could  have  determined  him  to  make  fd  ted  k  ^,^^L 
cboiee.    His  fricDds  pretended  that  his  vtiw  SM^s  it 
draw  thither  ill  the  trade  of '9t.  Thonitisi  Whidff  hfe 
aflually  been  the  confecjuence,  while  his  enenSiei  rrti' 
puted  it  to  a  defire  of  continuing  in  the  heigh bOtirhot>il 
of  a  miflrcfs'  he  had*  in  that  Port6gaef^  cdlpn'y.    Thli 
feitlement  has  increafed  fo  hiuch  fittce  its  firft  eRablifti 
ment,  that  it  has  been  divided  ihf^  thrfet  d}ftri6!s.  '^  TKi 
'firft  of  thefe,  known  in  Elifbpe  fcy  fhfe  fiaiVie  of  Poft  Stl 
George^and  in  India  by  that  of  theWhiteTown,  is-occtii- 
pied  by  four  or  five  hurtciredEnglift,mtrt',Wbrfren,dnd 
children.     It  is  defended  only  by  a  flight  iv^H,  ^hd^fofl? 
ill-conftruaed  bkffions.      'To.  the  north  lits  th'e  filacli 
TTown,  which  is  larger/and  ftill  woffe  fdrll'fitd  i^)aficf 
js  the  cjuarter  '(vhere  the  Jews,  ArmefiiahsiTyfettrsiana 
the  richeft  tiirfians  refide.   .Beyond  thi^  are  Ihc'lebciVbi 
which  are  enfirely  defenc^lefsi .  and:  full  o^  itthabiikr/(S.^ 
The  three  divifions,"  of  wF^ich' the  place  i$*Cpfi^j5bT^d  ;^ 
two  aldees,  whrch  lie  at  a  imalV  dittarice  from  *  it,,  and 
the  whole  territory,  which' Is   h6t'nibf 6  th^n  ififfeefj 
miles  in,  clrcumfer^rice  j  [coritaiii.t'wb  huridr'e'd 'and  fifty 
thoufand  inhat3itants^  almoft  alf  ofthem  riativb  bf  lildia. 
Amo^O  thisVaftnuniberit^hefeare  but  few?  weavers. 
Fifteen  thoufand  artifts^  are  ernpToyed  iii  prtnfihj^  an^ 
painting!  tl^e  fine"  caHicoes  that'  ar'e'\vorn  in  Europe  fiaihcl 
a  cohfiderabie  quantity  of  cdtiiikori  (iottohs  deftined  fo^ 
"the  diffei-ent;fea-ports  of '.Alia,  particulaHy.  fqf  the  til- 
lippirie  iilands..  |rhere  are,'ptrhap^,  fohy  thoofind  peo- 
ple occupiecl  lo*  arranging  afid  fetllilg'.cbrM'^nd  ^ats-^. 
-ware,  with  which  the  wbriieti  iri  the  irit^ricfr  parts  of 
the  country  adorn  their  hair,  j&VYnake  necJklaces/ land 
bracelets.      Other  branches '  6f  ' induftry i .  irifeparaJble 
from  a  large 'mart,  employ  a  great  number  of*  bands. 
The  inhabitants  who  have  defervedfy  gained  the  ionfi. 

Z  3  dence 
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BOOK  dcncc  of  the  company^  travel  through  Arcot  and  the 

^''       neighbouriog  country,  to  buy  what  goods  they  have  oc- 

cafioD  for.     The  moft  confiderablc  among  them  lend 

money  to  the  Englifh  merchants,  who  though  not  of 

the  company,  have  liberty  to  traffic  in  the  different  fea^ 

ports  of  Alia ;  they  enter  into  partnerOiip  with  them, 

or  embark  on  their  vcffels  goods  for  their  own  private 

account.    The  bufinefs  carried  on  by  the  company  and 

the  private  merchants  taken  together,  has  made  Ma- 

drafs  one  of  the  moft  opulent  and  important  places  in 

Ixidia. 

Besides  the  profits  accruing  to  theEngUfli  From  the 
cottons  they  purchafe  in  this  town,  and  from  the  cloths 
and  other  merchandifc  they  vend  there,  the  cuflpms,  the 
duties  upon  tobacco  and  betel,  and  fome  other  imports, 
bring  in  a  revenue  of  1,200,000  livres.  (about  52,000/. 
fterling.)  The  continuation  of  thefe  advantages  is  fe- 
cured  by  a  garrifon  of  a  thoufand  Europeans,  and  of 
fifteen  or  eighteen  hundred  fipahis. 

Such  is  the  fituation  of  the  Englifli  company  on  the 
qoaft  of  Coromandel,  considered  merely  as  a  mercantile 
body.     Let  us  now  examine  it  in  a  political  light. 

In  1 751,  the  Englifli .  undertook  to  make  Moham- 
med-Ali-Khan  nabob  of  Arcot.  The  execution  of  this 
great  plan  was  attended  with  innumerable  difHculties, 
which  were  at  length  funxioiin ted  after  a  feries  of  bat- 
tles, defeats,  vidories  and  negotiations,  that  lafled  feve- 
ral  years.  The  new  foverei^n,  who  had  fiill  many  ene- 
mies remaining,  committed. the  fafety  of  his  perfon  to 
the  care  of  his  prote^o^s,  by  fixing  his  refidence  at 
Madrafs ;  «nd  placed  his  provinces  under  the.  cover  of 
their  arras,  leaving  to  them  the  fole  charge  of  deTend- 
ing  them.  To  enable  them  to  fupport  the  burden  they 
had  undertaken,  and  to  reimburfe  them  for  the  money 
they  had  advanced,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  they  fliould 
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enjoy  the  revenues  of  the  country,  which  in  times  of  the  B  O  O  K 
greateft  profpcrity  were  12,000,000  livresj  (525,000/.) 
and  are  ftill  at  lead  8,400,000.  (near  368,000/.)  It  is  true 
we  ought  previoufly  to  dedud  2,880,000  (126,000/.)  for 
public  ezpences,and  as  much  more  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Nabob ;  but  there  ftill  remains  2,640,000  hvre^ 
(i  16,000/.)  clear  income  to  the  company.  By  this  ma- 
nagement, they  keep  the  Carnatic,  that  is  the  moft  in- 
duftrious  country  in  this  immenfe  trad  in  a  ftate  of  abfo- 
lute  dependence. 

•  To  ftrengthen  their  influence  ftill  more  on  thefe  coafts 
the  Englifti  had  long  meditated  a  plan  of  making  a  large 
acquifition  of  territory  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mafluli- 
patan.  In  1767  they  (ucceeded  fo  far  as  to  procure^ 
from  the  fubah  of  Decan,  the  ceflion  of  the  provinces 
of  Candavir,  Elur,  Montafanagar,  Rajamandry  and 
Chicacol.  From  this  prodigious  acceflion  of  revenue 
and  territory,  they  had  begun  to  think  that  they  had  no« 
thing  more  to  do  than  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  their 
fituation ;  when  they  faw  a  ftorm  gathering  which 
threatened  to  ftiake,  if  not  to  deftroy  their  profperity. 

Htder-Ali-Khan,  a  foldier  of  fortune,  who  had 
learned  the  art  of  war  from  the  Europeans,  had  made 
great  conquefts,  and  rendered  himfelf  mafter  ofMyfore. 
Relying  upon  his  ftrength  and  his  reputation,  he  fum- 
tnoned  the  fubah  of  the  Decan,  and  the  nabob  of  the 
Carnatic  to  join  with  him  in  driving  the  Englifti  out  of 
Coromandel,  threatening,  if  they  refufed,  to  ravage  all 
their  provinces.  The  company  thought  both  their  cre^ 
dit  and  intereft  concerned  to  anticipate  the  defigns  of  an 
enemy  who  announced  his  refentment  and  projefts  in 
fo  high  a  ^rain,  and  they  fent  out  an  army  againft  hira 
in  March  1767. 

Colonel  Wood   who  had  the  command  of  it 
marched  forward  with  confidence ;  when,  to  his  great 

2  4  afto- 
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BOOK  aflDntfliment  he  beheld,  in  front,  an  army  pan£toaHy 
'^^*  paid,  and  excellently  well  difcipltned,  confifting  of  thir- 
ty thoufand  foot, and  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  with  aeon* 
ftderable  train  of  artillery.  The  war  was  carried  on  by 
contrivances,  a  circumftance  very  defireable  to  Hyder, 
wbofe  genius  was  fubtle  and  fruitful  ito  ftratagenis.  He 
found  means  to  furpriZ'e  his  ene nates  in  their  camp,  car*- 
ry  oflF  their  pi^vifions  and  baggage*  feited  the'u-  bed  pofis 
by  procuring  the  mod  exad  intelligence*  <lrove  their 
troops  before  him,  vanquiflied,  di{heartened>  and  almoft 
ready  to  fevolt  for  want  of  p^y  ;'  and  at  laft  alarmed 
theiti  with  the  apprehenfion  of  feeing  their  capital  be- 
iieged,  plundered  and  deftroved.  The  panic  was  be- 
coming univerfal,  when  fome  timely  fuccours  arrived, 
which  enabled  the  Engli(h  general  to  regain  his  ground. 
On  the  4th  c^  Odober  1 768,  he  found  means  to  com^ 
pel  the  Indians  to  a  genernl  engagement,  which  thej 
had  hitherto  feemed  defirous  to  avoid.  This  was,  per^ 
haps,  the  moft  obfiinate  and  bloody  engagement  that 
had  ever  happened  in  tht^  part  of  the  worlds  AtUft> 
Wood  remained  matter  of  the.  field  where  both  fides 
had  fbught  fo  bravely  :  but  this  wa$  ail  the  advantage 
he  gained  by  his  viQory. 

Hyder,  though  defeated,  k^pt  up  a  nlenacing  coun- 
tenance, and  was  ftill  formidable.  Terms  of  acccnimor 
dation  were  propofed  to  him.  He  lifiened  to  them  witk 
no  fmatl  indifference  ;  ainl  it  was  not  without  much  ne^ 
gotiation,  nor,  if  fome  accounts  may  be  b^lidved,  witb^ 
out  confttlerable  prefents,  that  he  wa^  prevailed  upon  to 
conclude  a  peace  after  havbg  carried  on  3  the  war  for 
two  years.  This  prince  continues  to  be  coilfidered  by 
the  Engliih  rather  as  an  enemj,  againftrwh&nk  is  ne- 
cefTary  they  ihould  be  conftantly  on  their  gpard^^  than  as 
an  ally  on  whom  they  might  depend.^  Some  >0f  the  mod 
judicious  among  th^m  are  even  of  epinaonythat  bnkfi 

their 
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their  nation  by  Tome  means  or  other  gi^ts  rid  of  a  neigh-  BOOK 
hour  tpo  ambitious^  and  too  afikive  for  its  repofe,  it  can-  ^^J^^' 
not  fiecurely  rely  on  the  power  which  a  combination*  of     """^^ 
fortunate  ci/cumrftances  has  given  it  on  the  coaft  of  Co*- 
Tomandel.     Let  us  take  a  view  of  its  fituation  in  Ben- 
gal. 

Bfngal  is  ai  vaft  country  of  Afia,  bounded  by  the  General 
kingdom  of  Afham  and  Aracan  on  theeaft  ;  by  feveral  g*^***/ 
provinces  belonging  to  the  Great  Mogul  on  the  weft;  and  that  of 
by  frightful  rocks  on.  the  north,  and  by  the  fea  on  the  |*J!^'"^" 
fouth.     It  extends  on  both  fides  the  Ganges,  which  rifes  ticularf*'' 
from  different  fourccs  in  Thibet,  and  after  feveral  wind- 
ings through  Caucafus,  penetrates  into  India  acrofs  the 
rnouniains  on  its  frontier.  This  river,  after  having  form- 
ed it  its  courfe  a  great   number  of  large,  fertile,  and 
well  peopled  iflands  difcharges  itfdf  into  the  fea  by  fe- 
veral mouths,  of  which  only  two  arc  known  and  fre- 
quented. 

Towards  the  fourcc  of  this  river,  was  forrherly  a 
city  called  Palibothra.  Its  antiquity  was  fo  great,  that 
Diodorus  Siculus  makes  no  fcruple  of  afluring  us  that  it 
was  built  by  that  Hercules  to  whom  the  Greeks  afcribed 
all  the  great  and  furprizing  anions  that  had  been  per- 
formed in  the  world.  In  Plinj^^s  time,  its  opulence  was 
celebrated  through  the  whole  univerfe  ;  and  it  was  look- 
ed upon  as  the  general  mart  for  the  people  inhabiting 
both  fides  of  the  river  that  waflied  its  walls. 

The  hiftory  of  the  revolutions  that  have  happened 
in  Bengal, is  intermixed  with  fo  many  fables  that  it  does 
not  deferve  out  attention.  All  we  can  with  certainty  dif- 
cover  K,  that  the  extent  of  this  iempire  ha^  been  fome- 
times  greater  and  fomettmes  lefs;  that  it  has  had  for- 
tunate and  unfortunate  periods ;  and  that  it  has  alternate- 
ly been  formed  into  onefingle  kingdom,  or  divided  into 
feveral  independent  ftatesi    It  was  under  the  dominion 

of 
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B  O  O  K  of  one  mailer^  when  a  more  powerful  tyrant  Egbar, 
^^'  grandfather  of  Aurengzebe,  undertook  the  conqueft  of 
it  ^  which  was  begun  in  1590,  and  completed  in  i  jgj. 
Since  this  aera  Bengal  has  always  acknowledged  the  Mo- 
gul  for  its  fovereign*  At  firft,  the  governor  to  whom 
the  adminift ration  of  it  was  entrufted»  held  his  court  at 
Raja*mahul,  but  afterwards  removed  it  to  Dacca*  Ever 
fince  the  year  17189  it  has  been  fixed  at  MuxadavadyS 
large  inland  town  two  leagues  diftant  from  Caflumbazar. 
There  are  feveral  Nabobs  and  Rajas  fubordinate  to  this 
viceroy,  who  is  called  fubah. 

This  important  pod  was  occupied  for  a  long  time  by 
the  fons  of  the  Great  Mogul :  but  they  fo  frequently 
mif-employed  the  forces  and  treafure  under  their  com- 
mandy  to  raife  difturbances  in  the  empire,  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  commit  that  province  to  men  who 
had  lefs  influence^  and  were  more  dependent.     True  it 
isy  the  new  governors  gave  no  alarm  to  the  court  of 
Delhi ;  but  they  were  far  from  being  pundual  in  re- 
mitting the  tribute  they  colleded  to  the  royal  treafury. 
Thefe  abufes  gained  farther  ground  after  the  expedition 
of  Kouli  Khan  ;  and  matters  were  carried  fo  far^  that 
the  emperor,  who  was  unable  to  pay  the  Marattas  what 
he  owed  them,  authorifed  them»  in  1740,  to  colled  it 
in  Bengal  themfelves.     Thefe  banditti,  to  the  number 
of  two  hundred  thoufand,  divided  themfelves  into  three 
armies,  ravaged  this  fine  country  for  ten  years  together^ 
and  did  not  leave  it  till  they  had  extorted  immenfe  fums. 
During  all  thefe  commotions,  defpotic  governmenti 
which  unhappily  prevails  all  over  India*  maintained  its 
influence  in  Bengal :  but,  at  the  fame  tinie,  a  fmall  dif- 
tt'iGt  that  had  hitherto  preferved  its  independence,  (till 
continues  to  preferve  it.     This  fortunate  fpot,  which  ex- 
tends about  a  hundred  and  fixty  miles^  is  called  BilFen- 
pour.    It  has  been  governed  time  im^iemoriali  by  a  fira- 
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inin  family  of  the  tribe  of  (heRajahputs;  Here  the  pu-  BOOK 
rity  and  equity  of  the  ancient  political  fyftem  of  the  In-  * 

dians  is  fopnd  unadulterated.  This  (iogular  government, 
the  fineft  and  ipofl  (Iriking  monument  in  the  world  has, 
till  now,  been  beheld  with  too  much  indifference.     We 
have  no  remains  of  ancient  nations  but  brafs.  and  marble, 
which  fpeak  only  to  imagination  and  conjeSure,  thofc 
uncertain  interpreters  of  manners  and  cuAoms  that  no 
longer  exift.     Were  a  philofophcr  tranfported  to  Biflcn- 
pour,  he  would  inftantly  be  a  witncfs  of  the  Lfe  led  by 
the  iirfl  inhabitants  of  India  many  thoufand  years  ago; 
he  would  converfe  with  them  ;  he  would  trace  the  pror 
grefs  of  this  nation  celebrated  as  it  were  from  its  very 
infancy ;  he  would  fee  the  rife  of  a  government,  which 
being  founded  in  happy  prejudices,  in  a  fimplicity  and 
purity  of  manners,  in  the  mild  temper  of  the  people,  and 
the  integrity  of  the  chieftains,  has  furvived  thofc  innu- 
merable fyftems  of  legiflation,  which  have  made  only  a 
tranfitory  appearance  upon  the  ftag^of  the  woild,  with 
the  generations  they  were  deftined  to  torment.     More 
folid  and  durable  than  thofe  political  ftruflures,  which 
raifed  by  impofture  and  enthufiafm,  are  the  fcourges  of 
human  kind,  and  are  doomed  to  perifh  with  the  foolifti 
opinions  that  gave  them  birth,  the  government  of  Bif- 
fenpour,  the  offspring  of  a  juft  attention  to  order,  and 
the  laws  of  nature,  has  been  eftablifhed  and  maintained 
upon  unchangeable  principles,  and  has  undergone  no 
more  alteration  than  thofe  principles  themfelves.     The 
lingular  fituation.of  this  country  has  preferved  to  the  in- 
habitants their  primitive  happinefs  and  the  genilenefs 
of  their  charaSer,  by  fecuring  them  from  the  danger. 
of  being  conquered,  or  of  imbruing  their  hands  in  the. 
blood  of  their  fellow-creatpres.     Nature  has  furround- 
cd  them  with  water;  and  they  need  only  open  the  flui- 
ces  of  their  rivers  to  overflow  the  whole  country.    The 
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BOOK  armies  fent  to  fubdae  them  have  fo  frequently  been 
drowned,  that  the  plan  of  enflaving  them  has  been  laid 
afide ;  and  the  projedors  of  it  have  thought  proper  to 
content  themfelves  with  an  appearance  of  fobmii&on. 

Liberty  and  property  are  facred  in  Brflenpour.  Rob- 
bery, either  public  or  private,  is  never  heard  of.    As 
foon  as  any  ftrangcr  enters  the  territory  he  engages  the 
attention  of  the  laws,  which  provide  for  his  fccurity. 
fle  is  furnilhed  with  guides  at  free  cod,  who  conduS 
him  from  place  to  place,  and  are  anfwerable  for  his  per- 
fon  and  effefis.     When  he  (changes  his  condoAors,  the 
new  ones  deliver  to  thofe  they  relieve  an  attefliation  of 
their  condud,  which  is  regiftered  and  afterwards  fent  to 
the  Raja.    All  the  time  he  remains  in  the  country  he 
is  maintained,  and  conveyed  with  his  merchandife,  at 
the  expence  of  the  (late,  uniefs  he  defires  leave  toftay 
longer  than  three  days  in  the  fame  plade.     In  that  cafe 
he  is  obliged  to  defray  his  own  cxpenCes,unlefs  he  is  de- 
tained by  any  diforder,  or  other  unavoidable  accident. 
This  beneficence  to  Grangers  is  the  confequence  of  the 
warmth  with  which  the  citizens  enter  into  each  other's 
interefts.     They  are  fo  far  from  being  guilty  of  an  in- 
jury to  each  other,  that  whoever  finds  a  purfe,  or  other 
thing  of  value,  hangs  it  upon  the  firft'  tree  he  meets 
with,  and  informs  the  neafeft  guard,  who  give  notice  of 
it  to  the  public  by  beat  of  drum.  '  Thefe  maxims  of 
probity  are  fo  generally  received,  that  they  direft  even 
the  operations  of  government.    Out  of  between  fevcn 
and  eight  millions  (about  330,000/.  oh'  an  average.)  it 
annually  receives,  without  injury  to  agriculture  or  trade, 
what  is  not  wanted  to  fupply  the  unavoidable  expenccs 
of  the  ftate,  is  laid  out  in  improvements.    The  Raja  is 
enabled  to  engage  in  fhefe  humane  employments  as  he 
pays  the  Moguls  only  what  tribute,  and  at  what  times, 
he  thinks  proper* 
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Though  tbe  reft  of  Bengal  is'far  from  enjoying  the  B  O  O  K 
fame  happinefs,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  the  richcft  and  moft  |_?[l 
populous  province  in  the  whole  empire.  Befides  it^ 
own  confumptlont  which  is  neceflkrily  confiderable,  its 
exports  are  immenfe.  One  part  of  its  merchandife  is 
carried  into  the  inland  country.  Thibet  takes  oflF  a 
quantity  of  its  cottons,  befides  fome  iron  and  cloths  of 
European  produ£lion.  The  inhabitantsof  thofe  moun* 
tains  fetch  them  from  Patna  themfelves,  and  give  mulk 
and  rhubarb  in  exchange. 

Th  e  rhubarb^  which  begins  to  be  cultivated  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  is  not,  as  is  common- 
ly believed,  a  creeping  plant ;  but  grows  in  tufts  at  fome 
diftance  from  each  other.  There  is  no  occafion  to  fow 
it,  as  the  feed  naturally  falls  to  the  ground,  and  pro- 
duces a  new  plant. 

The  mu&  is  a  produftion  peculiar  to  Thibet.  It  is 
contained  in  a  fmall  bag  of  the  fize  of  a  hen's  egg, 
which  grows  in  the  (hape  of  a  bladder  under  the  belly 
of  a  fpecies  of  goat,  between  the  navel  and  the  genitals* 
In  its  original  (late  it  is  nothing  more  than  putrid  blood 
which  coagulates  in  this  bag.  The  largeft  bladder 
yields  no  more  than  half  an  ounce  of  muft.  The  fmell 
of  it  is  naturally  fo  ftrong,  that,  for  common  ufe,  it  is 
ncceffary  to  moderate  it  by  mixing  it  with  milder  per- 
ftumes.  The  hiinters,  with  a  view  of  increafing  their 
profits,  oontrived  to  take  away  part  of  the  muflk  from 
the  bladders,  and  to  fill  the  vacuity  with  the  liver  and 
coagulated  blood  of  the  animal  minced  together.  The 
government,  to  put  a  (lop  to  thefe  fraudulent  mixtures, 
ordered,  that  all  the  bladders,  before  they  were  fewed 
up,  fbould  be  examined  by  infpeSors,  who  (hould  clofe 
them  with  their  own  hands,  and  feal  them  with  the  royal 
(ignet.  This  precaution  has  put  a  flop  to  the  frauds 
pradifed  to  reduce  the  quality  of  the  muKk,  but  not  to 
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^  9,P  ^  thofc  which  are  calculated  to  increafe  the  weight  of  it; 
they  contrive  to  open  the  bags  artfully  and  pour  particles 
of  lead  into  them. 

The  trade  of  Thibet  is  nothing  in  comparlfon  of 
that  which  Bengal  carries  on  with  Agra,  Delhi,  and  the 
provinces  adjacent  to  thofe  fuperb  capitals,  in  falt,fu- 
gar,  opium,  filk,  (ilk-fluffs,  and  an  infinite  quantity  of 
cottons,  particularly  muflins.  Thefe  articles,  taken  to- 
gether, amounted  formerly  to  more  than  forty  millions 
a-year.  (1,750,000/.)  So  confiderable  a  fum  did  not 
reach  the  banks  of  the  Ganges ;  but  it  was  the  means 
of  retaining  a  fum  nearly  equal,  which  mud  have  gone 
from  thence  to  pay  the  duties  or  for  other  purpofes.  Since 
the  viceroys  of  the  Mogul  have  made  themfelves  in  a 
manner  independent,  and  fend  him  no  revenues  but  fuch 
as  they  chufe  to  allow  him,  the  luxury  of  the  court  is 
greatly  abated,  and  the  branch  of  exportation  we  have 
been  fpeaking  of,  is  no  longer  fo  confiderable. 

The  maritime  trade  of  Bengal  managed  by  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  has  not  fufTered  the  fame  diminu- 
tion, nor  was  it  ever  fo  extenfive,  as  the  other.  It  may 
be  divided  into  two  branches,  of  which  Catek  is  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  greater  part. 

Catfk  isa  diftriS  of  fome  extent,  a  little  below  the 
moft  weftern  mouth  of  the  Ganges.  Balafore,  fituated 
upon  a  navigable  river,  ferves  it  for  a  port.  The  navi- 
gation to  the  Maldives,  which  the  Englifli  and  French 
have  been  obliged  to  abandon  on  account  of  the  intern- 
perature  of  the  climate,  is  carried  on  entirely  from  this 
road.  Here  they  load  their  veflcls  with  rice,  coarfe  cot- 
tons, and  fome  (ilk-fluffs  for  thefe  iilands,  and  receive 
cowries  in  exchange,  which  ferves  for  money  in  Bengal, 
and  are  fold  to  the  Europeans. 

The  inhabitants  of  Catek,  and  fome  other  people  of 
Lower  Ganges,  maintain  a  confiderable  correfpondence 

with 
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With  the  country  of  Albam.  This  klDgdoin»  which  is  BOOK 
thought  to  have  formely  made  a  part  of  Bengal^  and  is 
only  divided  from  it  by  a  river  that  falls  into  the  Gan- 
ges>  deferves  to  be  better  known,  if  what  is  aflerted  is 
true*  that  the  invention  of  gunpowder  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  it,  and  that  it  was  communicated  from  Afliam 
to  Pegu,  and  from  Pegu  to  China.  Its  gold,  filver,  iron 
and  lead  mines  would  have  added  to  its  renown  if  they 
had  been  properly  worked.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  riches 
it  makes  fo  little  ufe  of,  it  is  in  the  mod  prei&ng  neceifi« 
ty  for  want  of  fait,  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  expedient  of  procuring  it  from  a  (lecodion  of  cer* 
tain  plants. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century^  fome  Bra* 
mins  of  Bengal  carried  their  fuperilitions  to  Afliam^ 
where  the  people  were  fo  happy  as  to  be  guided  folely 
by  the  diSates  of  natural  religion.  The  priefts  perfuad- 
cd  them,  that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  Brama  if 
xhey  fubfiitured  the  pure  and  wholefome  fait  of  the  Tea 
than  that  which  they  ufed  in  lieu  of  it.     The  fovereign 
confented  to  receive  it  on  condition  that  the  exdufive 
trade  {hould  be  in  his  hands  ;  that  it  fliould  be  brought 
hy  the  people  of  Bengal  alone,  and  that  the  boats  laden 
-with  it,  fliould  ftop  at  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions. 
Thus  have  all  thefe  coined  religions  been  introduced  by 
the  intereft  and  for  the  intereft  of  the  priefis  who  preach, 
anil  the  kings  who  receive  them.    Since  this  arrange- 
ment has  taken  place,  forty  vefTels  from  five  to  fix  hun« 
dred  tons  burden  each  are  annually  fent  from  the  Gan- 
ges to  Aiham  laden  with  fait,  which  yields  two  hundred 
per  cent,  profit.  They  receive  in  payment  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  gold  and  filver,  ivory,  muik,  eagle  wood,  gum- 
IaC9  and  a  large  quantity  of  filk. 

This  filk,  which  is  fingular  in  its  kind,  requires  no 
trouble ;  it  is  found  on  the  trees  where  the  filkworms 

are 
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B  O  O  K  0re  produced,  nouriihed,  and  undergo  their  Several  tne- 
^^  tamorphofes.  The  inhabitants  have  no  other  trouble 
but  that  of  colleaing  it.  The  negleded  cods  produce 
a  new  generation ;  during  the  growth  of  which ,  the  tree 
puts  forth  new  leaves,  which  ferve  fucceiTivety  for  the 
Bourifliment  of  the  young  worflw.  Tbefe  revolutions 
are  repeated  twelve  tinaes  iu  a  year  ;  but  ckrnot  turn  to 
fe  good  account  in  the  rainy  as  in  the  dry  feafons.  The 
ftuffii  made  of  this  fflk  have  a  gre^t  deai  of  luftre,  but 
do  not  laft  long* 

ExcfiPTiNO  tbefe  two  branches  of  maritime  tradei 
which,  for  particular  reafonSfhave  been  confined  to  the 
natives  of  the  country^  all  the  reft  of  the  veffels  fent 
from  the  Ganges  to  ibe  differei^t  fea  ports  of  India  be- 
long to  the  Europeans,  and  are  buik  at  Pegu. 

Pbgu  18  a  country  fituated  on  the  Gulph  of  Bengal) 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Aracan^and  Siam.  Revohjtionsi 
which  are  fo  fre<|uent  in  all  the  despotic  empires  ofAfih 
have  been^  here  more  frequently  repeitted  tbau  in  any 
othier.  It  has  atternatdy  been  the  centre  of  a  great 
power^ and  a  ptovineeto feveral ftates  lefs extenfivethan 
itflslf.    It  is  at  prefect  didpendeiit  up6n  Ava^ 

Ti^xronly  port  of  Pegu  that  is  open  to  ftrangersis 
Syriam.  The  Portuguefe^  during  their  profpcrky,  were 
long,  in  poflSeflioii  of  it,  and  it  was^then  in  gr-eat  repute. 
At  preient  it  is  hardly  frequented  btit-  by  the  Europeans 
fettled  on  the  coafl  of  CorotiHrndel  and  Bengal.  The 
latter  can  Only  feii  there  fome  coarlb  coittons^  nor  would 
they  vUit  iti^at  all^  except  for  the  buifdiVig,  of  refitting 
erf  their  (hips;  for  which  purpofethey  are  furnifbed 
with  all  neceflary  matdrials^  (extept  iron  and  cordage) 
of  an  excellent  quality,  and  at  a  moderate  price.  Since 
the  difguft  taken  at  the  high  rate  of  Ihip-building  at 
Sural)  Syriam  is  become  a  kind  of  general  dock-yard  for 
all  veffels  employed  in  the  country  trade. 

Their 
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TilBlR  exports confift  of  teak  ttmberf  wax#  ivorjr,  B  OO K 
feme  calm,  and  an  excellent  oil  for  the  prefervation  of 
ihips.  The  fined  topazes,  fapphires^  amethyib^and 
.  rubies,  in  the  worlds  fcome  from  Pegu.  They  are  fel* 
dom  to  be  met  with  at  Syriam»  nor  can  they  be  had 
ivithoutreforting  to  the  courts  which  is,  kept  at.Ava* 
The  Armenians  have  for  loroe  tinie  had  fuch  an  afcend« 
ent,  that  they  make  the  trade  difficult  to  the  Euro* 
peans,  and  even  to  the  EngUfl)»  who  are.  the  only  peo* 
pie  that  have  formed  a  fettlement  at  Pegu.^ 

A  STILL  more  confiderable  branch  of  cpminerce» 
which  the  Europeans  at  Bengal  carry  on  with  the  reft 
of  India,  is  that  of  opium.  Opium  is  the  produce  of 
a  fpecies  of  poppy,  whofe  root  is  nearly  as  large  as  the 
finger,  abounding,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  plant,  with 
a  bitter  juice.  The  ftem^  which  is  commonly  pliable^ 
and  fometimes  rather  hairy,  is  two  cubits  high,  and 
produces  leaves  refenibling  tbpfe  of  the  lettuce,  oblongs 
indented,  curled,  and  of  a  fea-green  colour.  Its  ^ower 
is  in  the  form  of  a  rofe.  When  the  poppy  is  full  of 
fap,  a  (light  incifion  is  made  at  the  top,  from  whence 
difiill  fome  drops  of  a  milky  liquor,  which  is  left  to 
congeal,  and  is  afterwards  gathered.  This  operation 
is  repeated  three  times,  but  the  produce  gradually  di« 
mintihes  in  quantity,  nor  is  it  of  fo  good  a  quality. 
^Vhen  the  opium  is  ga*thered,  it  is  moiftened  and  knead-* 
ed  with  water  or  honey,  till  it  acquires  the  confiftencey 
vifcidity,  and  gloffinefs  of  pitch  when  it  is  welt  pre- 
pared, and  is  then  made  into  fmall  cakes.  That  which 
is  rather  foft,  and  yields,  to  the  touch,  is  inflammable, 
of  a  brown  blackifli  colour,  and  has  a  ftrong  foetid 
fmell,  is  efteemed  the  bed ;  on  the  contrary,  that 
vrhich  is  dry,  friable,  burnt,  and  mixed  with  earth  and 
fand,  is  thought  good  for  nothing.  According  to  the 
different  manner  of  preparing  it,  and  the  dofes  in 
Voi^I.  A  a  which 
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B  O  O IL  wbick  U  it  gWefi»  it  ftiipifitsy  eifccites  agreeabl«  idtas, 
^^_  .  or  occafioos  mftdarfs. 

Path  Ay  fituated  oq  .tbellpp«ir  Giingtif  is  thefiM>ft 
cekbntcd  place  in  ttw  ororld  for  th^  cultivation  of 
^iUoiA  The  fieldt  arccoirerftd  \irith  it.  Befide^^  vfhu 
U  carried  ipld  the  lalofld  pan$g  th^rO  are  annually  tliree 
or  fmr  thodfatid  cbeftt  oxporfedy  tuh  'weightng  three 
bombed  poondk.  -  It  fells  u^oii  the  fpot  at  the  rate  of 
fife  or  iis  kBndrad'.rt¥rea  (bet<^ee«i  24K  and  25I.  on  an 
average)  a  cheft.  .  Tbia  opitM  i^  t6t  purified  like  that 
oE  Syria  asdl  Pdr&Or  Wiikh'  wt  tilako  ofe  of  in  tn- 
mpe  1  it  ia  only  a  pafte  iliat  hM  undergone  no  prepa- 
ntioov  mu)  li^t  not  a  comb  ^tt  of  the  Vifttie  oFptxrl- 

sod  opmin*^    " 

.  Afr .  radeffiM  feadnefi  M  ofhxm  prevails  Irr  all  tbe 
Qooatriqs  iovtba  ooft  of  lndiia#  ^Plie  Chinde  emperors 
have  ,SkffreSa&  k  'm  their  dtnntnions^  hy  condeifloing 
to^dioflami^tn^ery  vefleltluitintpoTted  this  fpeciesof 
poifoif^  «*d  avtfy  bcmft  diiif  rixelved  it  Oii  the  Ma- 
layan 4ooft«  41 9orfi^c^' the  Motoetas^  Java,  Mac^ffar, 
»xd  SlMMitfa>  titMi  confomptioit  ia  incrediMe.  iTheTe 
people :  fntoilt  k  ^tffi  Hieit  tobaetd.  Th<;rfe  wjio  art 
going loperferin  fo«te^e(pefatea£^ion intoxicate  them- 
fal^a  Urita  this  fifiokif^  Tb%y '  then  encounter  indifcri- 
niimidj  overy  iking  tftey  ineet.  ^f  heDu^ch,  who  arc 
in  ppfft^fon  of  aimoft  all  the  pkces  wher6  opium  makes 
the  grtataft  iwM^i  ba^  been  niore  itit^nt  on  the  pro* 
fltaarifing  frorti  t^e  ftleoT  tills  article  thati  touched 
vrhh  cotivplflion  fov-itt  nuM^duS  vidi'fDi. '  ttathefthan 

prdhttNt  thu  uf«  of  It,  they  have  autbotifeft'  indiviJuals 
to  maflaore  all  Ihofe  who,  being  difdfdered  w^ith  opmm, 
tfppeara  in  the  ftreeti  aritied. 

Tiit^  Dnc<3h  compariy  fortnetly  carried  on  th^  fra^e 
of  opinm  in  their  fe^Iemexfts.  'f  hey  vended  biit  lit- 
tle, beoaitfid' four  hohdttid  per  ceni  \(ras  gaiod  b/ 

finug- 


r 
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ftniiggltilg  it.    In  t^43,  thejr  reflgn«d  thb  branch  toa  ^  0  0  It 
j^afticuUr  focietjr,  to  which  they  deliver  a  tfcrtaiti  <juaii*  ' 

tity  of  e)|>ittiii  af  a  fixed  price.  The  gaitis  6f  this  h*- 
ciety,  tt^hieh  ceiifift  of  the  priAeipal  itietnbets  of  tht 
goV<sram«t}t  ^  Battivh,  are  tromenfe :  no  one  ien*- 
cuftng  to  eitpofie  Mmf^if  to  th«ir  refentfne^it  by  ^i'- 
faing  a  contraband  tradt  incoitipatible  ^ith  their  in- 
lereftK  The  toad  of  Malacca,  atsd  part  of  the  IdMi 
of  Sumaifa^  art  furiii(h«4  with  Opiutift  by  th^  fttt 
£ffigU(h  tn^rchante,  ^ho  gaid  ftior«  by  this  merehati^ 
dife  than  by  the  comttion  Cdttotis  they  bring  to  theft 
different  markets. 

Tm£y  fend  rice  and  filgar  to  the  Cbad  of  Coroman«> 
dt\,  for  which  they  are  piaid  in  fp^cie,  unlel^  they  hav6 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  fome  foreign  fnefchail<- 
difd  at  a  cheap  rate.  They  fhid  out  6oe  of  t^o  Veflels 
laden  ^ith  rice,  cottons  and  fflk.'  the  tlCe  is  fold  ih 
Ceyton>  the  cottons  at  Mabfoaf,  and  the  ^filk  at  Surat^ 
ftom  whence  they  bring  back  Cotton,  which  is  tiftfullj^ 
etift ployed  in  the  toarA^f  Mahnfa^re^  of  Ben|;al  TW6 
mt  three  fliip^  laden  with  rice,  gunft-lac,  and  dbttoil 
ftuflfe  go  to  B^fltfrri,  and  return  with  dtied  friiih,  tofb^ 
waiter  and  a  ()tkanttty  of  gold.  Thtf  rich  ttterchatidifo 
tAKi^  t6  Arabia  l&  paid  for  entirety  in  g6ld  and  fltvtf^ 
'The  trade  of  the  Ganges  with  tiife  other  ifeaports  bt 
ltvSi4L  brings  twenty-^ight  millions  ()[,i5$,tiOO/,)  aihiti* 
lilly  into  Bengal. 

^Houetl  this  trade  palfes  thtpugh  the  hands  of  the 
£titOpean^,  and  is  carried  6n  in  their  bottoms,  it  is  not 
entirety  on  their  O^n  sICJcOunt.  iTbe  Moguls,  Indeed^ 
^ho  are  COmitonly  confined  to  the  places  of  their  go« 
v^rmti^nt,  haVe  feWoitt  any  concern  in  thefe  cxpediti^ 
otia ;  but  the  Armenians,  who,  fmce  the  revplgtions  in 
Ferfia,  are  fettled  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  to 
which  they  formerly  only  made  voyaged,  readily  throw 

A  a  2  their 
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BOOK  their  capital  into  this  trade.    The  Indians  employ  ftlH 
•  lU.       i^ger  fams  in  it.    The  impoffibility  of  enjoying  their 
fortunes  under  an  oppreffi ve  government,  does  W)t  dc- 
ter  the  natives  of  this  country  from  labouring  inccflant- 
ly  to  increafe  them.    As  they  would  ru«  too  great  a 
rilque  by  engaging  openly  in  trade,  they  arc  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  dandeftinc  methods.    As  foon  as  an 
European  arrives,  the  Gentoos,   who  know  mankind 
better  than  is  commonly  fuppofed,  ftudy  his  charader : 
and  if  they  find  him  frugal,  aBive,  and  well  informed, 
offer  to  aa  as  his  brokers  and  cafliiers,  and  lend  or  pro- 
cure him  money  upon  bottomry,  or  at  intereft.    This 
intereft,  which  is  ufually  nine  per  cent,  at  Icaft,  is 
higher,  when  he.  is  under  a  neceffity  of  borrowing  of 

the  Cheyks. 

These  Cheyks  arc  a  powerful  family  of  Indians, 
who  have,  time  immemorial,  inhabited  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges.     Their  riches  have  long  ago  procured 
them  the  management  of  the  bank  belonging  to  the 
court,  the  farming  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  di- 
re6tion  of  the  money,  which  they  coin  afr^fli  every 
year,  in  order  to  receive  annually  the  benefit  arifing 
from  the  mint.     By  uniting  fo  many  advantages,  they 
are  enabled  to  lend  the  government,  forty,  (1,750*^^') 
fixty,    (2,625,000/.)    or   even    a    hundred"  millions 
(4,375,000/.)  at  a  time.    When  the  government  finds 
it  impoffible  to  refund  the  money,  ihey  are  allowed  to 
indemnify  themfelvcs  by  oppreffing  the  people.    That 
(0  prodigious  a  capital  fliould  be  preferved  in  the  cen- 
ter of  tyranny,  and  in  the  midft  of  revolutions,  ap- 
pears incredible.  .  It  is  hot  poffible  to  conceive  how 
fuch  a  ftruSure  could  be  raifed,  much  lefs  how  it  could 
be  fupported  for  fo  long  a  time.     To  explain  this  myf- 
tery  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  family  has  always 

maintained  a  fuperior  influence  at  the  court. of  Delhi; 

that 
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that  the  nabobs  and  rajas  in  Bengal  are  dependent  up*  BOOK 
on  it ;  that  thofe  who  aire  about  the  perfon  of  the  fybah 
have  conftantly  been  his  creatures ;  and  that  the  fubah 
himfelf  has  been  maintained,  or  dethroned  by  the  in- 
trigues of  this  family.  To  this  we  may  addj  that  the 
different  branches  of  it,  and  the  wealth  belonging  to 
them  being  difperfed^  it  has  never  been  poilible  to  ruin 
above  one  half  of  it  at  a  time,  which  would  ftill  bavt 
left  them  more  refources  than  were  neceflary  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  their  refentment  to  the  higheft  extre- 
mity. The  Europeans  who  frequent  the  Ganges  have 
not  been  fufficiently  alarmed  at  this  defpotifm,  which 
ought  to  have  prevented  them  from  fubmitting  to  a 
dependence  upon  the  Cheyks.  They  have  fallen  into 
the  fnare,  by  borrowing  confiderable  fums  of  thefe 
avaritious  financiers,  apparently  at  nine,  but  in  reality 
at  thirteen  per  cent,  if  we  take  into  the  account  the 
difference  between  the  money  that  is  lent  them,  and 
that  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  make  their  payments. 
The  engagements  entered  into  by  the  French  and 
Dutch  companies  have  been  kept  within  fome  bounds ; 
but  thofe  of  the  Englilh  company  have  been  unlimited. 
In  1755  they  were  indebted  tp  the  Cheyks  about  eight 
4nd  twenty  millions  (i,225»ooo/.) 

Such  is  the  condufi;  of  thefe  great  bodies,  who  are 
the  fole .  managers  of  the  European  trade  at  Bengal. 
The  Portugucfe,  who  firft  frequented  this  rich  country, 
had  the  wifdom  to  eftablifh  themfelves  at  Chitigan,  a 
port  (ituated  upon  the  frontier  of  Arracon,  not  far  from 
the  moft  eaftcrn  branch  of  the  Ganges.  The  Dutch, 
who,  without  incurring  the  refentment  of  an  enemy,  at 
that  lime  fo  formidable,  were  defirous  of  (haring  in 
their  good  fortune,  looked  out  for'^a  port,  which,  with- 
out  obftruding  their  plan,  would  expofe  them  the  lead 
tp  hpfiilities.    In  1603,  they  cad  their  eyes  upon  Bala* 

A  a  3  fore  ; 
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9  Q  O  H  fere }  and  ail  tbo  compiliitiy  ribtbf  r  ihroqgh  imi^^tioii 
J[^  ^  than  in  confeqvence  of  any  wclKcpncfricd  fthcm«s, 
followed  their  example.    Eaporif  nee  taught  them  thf 
froftkty  di  filling  as  near  a^  pofliblQ  to  %h»  n^erViti 
from  wbcnea  tbey  bad  Ihair  mcrckatidife  (  ftnd  tb«y  M* 
vanqad  uj^  that  arm  of  tba  Q^ngt^f  which  feparatins 
itfelf  from  the  main  river  at  Moi^rcba  above. Cafiuro* 
bazari  falU  into  the  fta  na^r  ^alafpre  under  tbe  mm 
of  the  river  Hugbley.    The  goveratnent  of  the  couri'* 
try  permitted  them  to  ereA  warehoufes  wherever  tb«rQ 
vas  plenty  of  manuia3Miie$,  and  lo  fortify  fhemftlvei 
ypon  thl«  river. 

Ih  paffiog  up  this  river,  the  firft  town  that  if  OKt 
with  is  Calcutta,  the  principal  fettUment  of  the  Epg^- 
tiOi  company.  The  air  here  is  iinbeahhy,  the  water 
bracki(b|  the  anchorage  not  very  fafe^  and  the  neighs 
bouring  country  affords  but  few  fnanufaftures.  Not* 
withftanding  thefe  inqonveniencies,  great  numbers  of 
rich  Armenian,  Moorifl),  and  Indien  nierchants  nh 
vited  by  the  profpea  of  liberty  and  ftcurity  have  fixed 
their  refidence  here.  The  people  have  mviltiplied  in 
proportion  through  a  territory  ef  three  or  ipur  leagues 
in  circumference,  of  which  the  eompany  are  the  foi^ 
fovereigns.  The  fortrefc  ba^  this  advantage,  that  tta 
veiTels  bound  to  the  European  fettlen^nts  are  obliged 
to  pafs  under  its  cannon. 

Six  leagues  higher  is  fituated  Frederic  N^gorc  found- 
ed by  the  Danes  in  1756,  in  order  to  fijfpply  the  phca 
of  an  ancient  fettlement,  where  they  could  not  mm- 
tain  iheir  ground.  This  new  eftabii&ment  has  no|  y^t 
acquired  any  folidlty,  and  there  is  all  the  reafon  ima* 

ginabk  to  believe,  that  it  will  never  become  confider- 
able. 

CHAKDEn^rAGOREa  whicb  lies  two  leagues  ftnd  aa 
half  higher,  belongs  to  the  French.    It  has  the  difcd- 

vantage 
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vantage  of  being  rather  ejcpofed  on  tjie  w^fifirn  fi4« ;  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
but  its  harbour  is  excellent^  and  the  air  U  fU  pvra  at  U 
can  be  on  th^  b^nks  of  the  G#9ge^*  Whfn^v^^  any 
building  is  undertaken  that  requires  ftreiigtbs  it  muft 
bere^  as  well  as  in  all  othf^  ^rts  of  B^ngaip  he  built 
upon  pile$ :  it  being  in^poffible  to  dig  three  or  four  foet 
deep  witbput  coining  at  wat^r*  Thi«  diftri&^  which 
1$.  hardly  a  league  in  pircunxferencfi  haa  been  fiill  of 
manufadures  ever  fince  the  invaiion  of  th«  Marattas 
obliged  the  natives  of  the  country  to  retil-e  hither  for 
refuge.  l|ere  is  a  brg^  maouli£tare  of  handkeiicbieft^ 
and  flriped  muflins;  which  have^  indeed^  rather  dege^ 
Derated  fince  their  removal.  This  adive  fpirit  of  in* 
duftry  has  not^  however^  made  Chandcrnagore  the  rt» 
val  of  Calcutta*  whole  imnaeafi^  riches  disables  it  to 
undertake  the  mod  extenfive  oonnnaercial  eni^rprizei* 

At  the  diftaoce  of  a  mile  from  ChamlrrnagQjne^  ii 
Chinfura^  better  known  by  the  name  of  Dpugli^  being 
fituated  near  the  fuburbs  of  that  anciantly  renowned 
^ity.  The  Dutch  have  no  other  pofleH^iM  there.,  but 
merely  their  fort ;  the  territory  round  it  d^p^nding  on 
the  government  of  the  countryi  which  h^^h  frequently 
made  it  feel  its  power  by  its  extprtionf  >  Another  in-v 
convenience  attending  this^  fettlement  i$  a  fand  bank 
that  prevents  (hips  from  coqoing  up  to  it :  th^y  proofed 
no  farther  than  Tolto,  which. is  ti^^enty  miles  bebw 
Calcutta,  and  this  of  courfe  occafions  an  additional 
expence  to  adminifiratbn. 

The  Portugu^fc  bad  fermcrly  ii^ade  Bandel,  which 
is  eighty  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  and  a 
quarter  of  a  league  above  the  Hughley,  the  principal 
feat  of  their  commerce,  Their  flag  ii  ftill  difpUyed, 
gnd  there  are  a  few  unhappy  wrenches  remaining  there 
who  have  forgotten  their  couptry  after  having  been 
forgotten  by  it*.  .Thi«  fadory  has  na  other  employ^ 

A  a  4  ment 
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^  9*?  ^  ^^^^  ^^''^  ^^^  ^  fttppiying  the  Moors  and  the  Datch 
with  miftrtflcf . 

Thovgh  in  the  months  of  Ofiober,  November, 
And  Decembeff  the  frequent  and  ahnoft  continual  hut* 
ricanes  render  the  Golph  of  Bengal  impraaicable  \  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  year  European  ihips  may  enter 
the  Ganges.    Thofe  that  defign  to  go  up  the  river  pre- 
▼ioufly  make  the  Segogora,  where  they  are  received  by 
pilott  of  their  own  nation^  who  refide  at  Balafore.  The 
money  they  bring  with  them  is  put  on  board  certain 
iloops  belonging  to  the  harbour  of  between  fixty  and  a 
hundred  tuns»  which  always  precede  the  fliips.    The 
paflage  into  th€  river  Hughley  lies  through  a  'n^raw 
ftrait  between  two  fand  banks.    The  (hips  ufed  for- 
merly to  come  to  an  anchor  at  Culpy,  but  time  has 
worn  off  the  dread  of  thofe  currentsy  quickiandSf  and 
flioals  that  feemed  to  choke  up  the  navigation  of  the 
river»  and  the  (hips  have  been  brought  unto  their  rcf- 
pedive  places  of  deftination.    This  boldneft  has  occa- 
(ioned  many  (hipwrecks;  but  in  proportion  as  mart 
experience  has  been  gained,  and  the  fpirit  of  obferva- 
tion  has  been  carried  further,  accidents  of  that  kimi 
have  been  lefs  frequent.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  tx-       j 
ample  of  admiral  Watfon,  who  failed  as  high  as  Chaa^ 
dernagore  in  a  feventy  gun-(hip  will  not  be  forgotten: 
as  a  proper  attention  tb  it  would  fave  a  great  deal  o( 
time,  trouble  and  ex  pence. 

Besides  this  great  channel,  there  is  another  bf 
which  goods  may  be  brought  from  the  places  which 
fumi(k  them  to  the  principal  fettlennent  of  each  com- 
pany. For  this  purpofe  a  number  of  flnaill  craft  arc 
employed,  confiding  of  eighty  or  a  hundred  bbats,  and 
fometimes  more.  Thefe  are  manned  with  black  or 
white  foldiers  in  order  to  check  the  infttiable  avarice 
pf  the  Nabobs  and  Rajas  they  meet  with  in  their  paf 

ftgp' 
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fegc.  TWc  goods  purchafed  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  B  O  O  K 
Ganges»  at  Patna  and  CaflUmbazary  are  carried  down 
the  river  Haghley ;  thofe  purchafed  near  the  other 
branches  of  the  Ganges,  which  are  all  navigable  in 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  communicate 
with  each  other,  efpecially  towards  the  lower  divifion 
of  that  river,  are  conveyed  into  the  Hoghley  by  Ran« 
gafoula  and  Batatota,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues 
irom  the  fea.  From  thence  they  are  carried  up  the 
flftam  to  the  principal  fettlement  belonging  to  each 
nation. 

The  exports  from  Bengal  to  Europe  confift  of  mufk^ 
gum  lac,  nicaragua  wood,  pepper,  cowries,  and  fome 
other  articles  of  lefs  importance  brought  thither  from 
other  places.  Thofe  that  are  the  immediate  produce 
of  the  country  are  borax,  faltpetre,  iilk,  filk  ftuSsf 
muilins,  and  a  hundred  diflPerent  forts  of  cottons.  - 

The  borax  which  is  found  in  the  province  of  Patna, 
is  a  faline  fubflance,  which  the  chymifts  in  Europe  have 
in  vain  attempted  to  counterfeit.  Some  of  them  take 
it  for  an  alkaline  fait,  which  is  found  completely  form* 
ed  in  the  rich  country  of  Indofian ;  others  will  have  it 
to  be  the  produce  of  volcanos,  or  fubterraneous  fires. 

Be  this,  as  it  may,  the  borax  is  of  great  ufe  in  ^e 
working  of  metals  by  facilitating  their  fufton  a>fid  pu- 
rification. This  fubftance  being  quickly  vitrified  by 
the  adion  of  fire,  attrads  the  heterogeneous  particles 
that  are  intermixed  with  thefe  metals,  and  reduces 
them  to  drois.  The  borax  is  likewife  indifpenfably  ne-* 
ceflary  in  the  eflkytng  of  mines,  and  the  foldering  of 
metals.  The  Dutch  alone  have  the  fecret  of  refining 
it,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  communicated  to  them 
by  fome  Venetian  families  that  came  to  feek  that  li« 
berty  in  the  united  provinces  which  they  did  not  enjoy 
tinder  the  tyranny  of  their  own  ariflocratical  govern- 
ment; 

Salt-.* 
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BOOK     Saltpetre  U  likewirc  the  produce  of  Patot.  It  i> 

^^*      cxtraded  from  a  cUj^  which  ts  either  bluckt  wlutifli» 

or  red.    The  manner  of  refining  it  is  by  dig^g  a 

large  pit  in  which  this  nitrous  earth  is  depofitcd»  and 

diluted  with  a  quantity  of  water,  which  is  kept  ftirred 

till  it  comes  to  a  confiftency.    The  water  having  drawn 

out  all  the  falts,  and  the  grofler  parts  fubfiding  at  the 

bottomf  the  more  fluid  particles  are  taken  out  and  put 

into  another  pit  not  fo  large  as  the  former.    This  fob- 

ftance  having  undergone  a  fecond  purification,  the  clear 

water  that  fwims  on  the  topi  and  is  totally  impregnate 

with  nitre,  is  taken  oflF,  and  boiled  in  caldrons ;  it  is 

Ikinmied  while  it  is  boiling,  and»  in  a  few  honry,  a 

nitrous  fait  is  obtained  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  that  is 

found  elfewhere.    The  Europeans  export  about  ten 

millions  of  pounds  for  the  ufe  of  their  fettlements  in 

Afia,  or  for  home  confumption  in  their  refpedive 

countries.    It  is  bought  upon  the  fpot  for  three  fob 

{id.  i.)  a  pound,  at  the  moft,  and  is  fold  again  to  us  for 

ten  (s^.)  at  theleaft. 

CAS80MBAZAK,  whicb  is  grown  rich  by  the  ruin  of 
Malda  and  Rajamabadel  is  the  general  market  for  Ben^ 
gal  filk,  the  greateil  part  of  which  is  fupplied  from 
that  territory.  The  filk-worms  are  brought  up  and  fed 
there  in  the  fame  manxier  as  in  other  places  ;  but  the 
beat  of  the  climate  hatches  them  and  makes  them 
thrive  every  month  in  the  year,  A  great  quantity  of 
filk  and  cotton  ftuffs  are  manufactured  here,  which  m 
circulated  through  part  of  Afia ;  thofe  that  are  made 
entirely  of  filk,  are  for  the  moft  part  carried  to  Delhi* 
They  are  prohibited  in  France ;  and  throughout  the 
north  of  Europe,  the  confumption  in  the  articles  is 
almoft  entirely  confined  to  a  few  armoifines,  and  a  pro* 
digious  number  of  handkerchiefs.  As  for  the  unwrougbt 
filk,  the  quantity  confumcd  in  the  European  mann&c» 

tur^ 
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turcB  may  b«  cftioMted  at  tbrae  or  four  buiMlr«d  thou-  BOOK 
bnd  pottods  weight.  It  1$  in  general  of  a  very  inferior  ^*^* 
quality,  ill  twifted*  and  t^kei  no  gtofe  in  dying.  It  is 
vfed  for  liitle  elfe  than  the  woof  in  brocades;  and  is 
fold  upon  the  fpot  from  a? a  to  a88  livres  (from  i  \L 
1 8/.  to  12/.  12/.)  a  quintal.  The  companies  that  have 
9  capital*  and  tndtiftry  and  ftitl  fufficiant  to  twift  it  in 
their  own  warehogfe^*  obtain  it  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

It  would  he  a  tedious  and  uielefs  taik  to  enooierate 
^ll  the  places  where  ticken  and  cottons,  proper  for  the 
tablei  or  iatended  to  be  worn  plain,  painted  or  printed^ 
are  manufaSured.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  mention 
X)acca,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  general  niart 
<ii  Bengal,  where  the  greateft  variety  of  the  fined  ^otn 
tons  are  to  be  met  with,  and  in  the  greateft  abundance* 

This  town  is  iltuated  in  twenty-four  degrees  north 
latitude*  The  fertility  of  its  foil,  and  the  advanrages 
of  its  fituatiou  have  long  (luce  made  it  the  centre  of  an 
^i^tenfive  commerce.  The  courts  of  Delhi  and  Muxa- 
cJavad  are  furniihed  from  thence  with  the  cottons  want- 
ed for  their  own  confumption.  They  each  qf  thtn\ 
maintain  an  agent  oo  the  fpot  to  fuperintend  the  manu- 
faSrUre  of  them  t  who  has  an  authority,  independent  of 
the  magiftratesi,  over  the  brokers,  weavers,  embroider* 
ers^  and  all  the  workmen,  wbofe  bufinefs  has  any  re- 
lation to  the  objeS  of  his  comroiflion,  Thefe  unhappy 
people  are  forbidden,  under  pecuniary  and  corporal  pe- 
Dalties,  to  fell  to  any  perfon  whatever  a  piece  exceed** 
xn%  the  value  of  72  livres  (three  guineas) :  nor  can  they, 
but  by  dint  of  money,  relieve  thcmfelves  from  this  op- 
preilion. 

In  this,  as  in  all  the  other  markets,  the  European 
companies  treat  with  Moorifli  brokers  fettled  upon  the 
fpot,  and  appointed  by  the  government.  They  like- 
ivife  lend  their  name  to  the  individuals  of  their  own 

nation 
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BOOK  nation  as  well  as  to  Indians  and  Armenians  living  id  their 
_  _  .  fcttlementSy  who,  without  this -precaution,  would  in- 
fallibly be  plundered.  The  Moors  themrelves,  in  their 
private  tranfafiions,  frequently  avail  themfelves  of  the 
fame  pretence,  that  they  may  pay  only  two  inftead  of 
five  per  cent. 

A  DISTINCTION  isobferved,  in  their  contrads  be- 
tween the  cottons,  that  are  befpoken,  and  thofe,  which 
the  weaver  ventures,  in  fome  places,  to  manufadure 
upon  his  own  account.  The  length,  the  number  of 
threads,  and  the  price  of  the  former  are  fixed:  no- 
thing further  than  the  commiflion  for  the  latter  is  fti- 
pulated,  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to  enter  into  the  fame 
detail.  Thofe  nations  that  make  a  point  of  having 
fine  goods,  take  proper  meafures,  that  they  may  be 
enabled  to  advance  money  to  their  workmen  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  The  weavers,  who  in  general 
have  but  little  employment  at  that  time,  perform 
their  work  with  lefs  hurry  than  in  the  nnronths  of  Oc- 
tober, November  and  December,  when  the  demand  is 
prefling. 

Some  of  the  cottons  are  delivered  unbleached,  and 
others  half  bleached.  It  were  to  be  wiihed  that  this 
cufiom  might  be  altered.  It  is  very  common  to  fee 
cottons,  that  look  very  beautiful,  go  off  in  the  bleach- 
ing. Perhaps,  the  manufadurers  and  brokers  forefee 
how  they  will  turn  out :  but  the  Europeans  have  not 
fo  exquifite  a  touch,  nor  fuch  an  experienced  eye  as 
todifcern  this.  It  is  a  ctrcumftance  peculiar  to  India 
that  cottons,  of  whatever  kind  foever  they  are,  can  ne- 
ver be  well  bleached  and  prepared  but  in  the  place 
,where  they  are  manufaSured.  If  they  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  get  damaged  before  they  are  fhipped  for 
Europe,  they  mud  be  fent  back  to  the  places  from 
whence  they  came. 

Among 
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Among  the  cottons  purchafed  at  Dacca,  the  plain,  BOOK 
ftripcd  and  work:ed  muflins  are,  beyond  all  comparifon,  ^^^^^ 
of  the  greateft  importance.  Bengal  is  the  only  coun- 
try in  India  where  they  are  made,  as  it  produces  the 
only  cotton  proper  for  that  manufafiure.  It  is  planted 
at  the  end  of  OSober,  and  gathered  in  February ; 
when  it  is  prepared  with  all  expedition,  that  it  may  be 
ready  for  the  loom  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and 
July.  This  is  the  rainy  fcafon;  and  as  the  cottos 
(brinks  more,  and  is  lefs  apt  to  break  at  this  time,  it 
is  therefore  the  fitted  for  the  purpofe  of  manufaduring 
muflins.  The  artifts  who  work  at  other  feafons  of  the 
year,  give  the  cotton  its  requifite  degree  of  moiftnefs, 
by  dipping  the  part  immediately  under  the  warp  into 
water.  In  this  fenfe  we  are  to  underftand  what  is  faid. 
of  fabricating  muflins  in  water. 

To  whatever  degree  of  finenefs  thefe  cottons  have 
been  brought,  it  is  certain  it  falls  very  fliort  of  the  per- 
fedion  of  which  they  are  capable.  The  pradice  of 
the  government  in  obliging  the  beft  manufodurers  to 
work  on  its  own  account,  in  paying  them  ill,  and  keeping 
them  in  a  ftate  of  captivity,  makes  them  afraid  of  dif- 
playing  too  much  (kill.  A  prevailing  fpirit  of  reftraint 
and  rigour  ftifles  induflry*  which  thongh  the  daughter 
of  neceflity,  is  at  the  fame  time  the  companion  of  li- 
berty. 

The  courts  of  Delhi  and  Muzadavad  lay  no  great 
ftrefs  upon  the  embroidered  work  fuperinduced  upon 
muflins:  and  the  people  of  the  country,  the  Moors, 
Patans,  and  Armenians,  who  give  large  orders,  follow 
their  example  and  take  them  as  they  find  them.  This 
indifference  hinders  the  progrefs  of  the  art  of  embroi- 
dery. The  Europeans  agree  for  embroideries  as  they 
do  for  muflins  and  other  merchandife,  with  brokers 
authorized  by  the  government,  to  which  they  pay  an 

annual 
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8  O  O IC  anniiiil  contributtDit  f^r  tht«  ^xdufive  privilege.   There 

j^^*       agents  affign  to  iht  w^men  the  prices  defigned  fbt  jkUtc 

->H— y-nuj.  ^f^ijyQy^ji^^^   gnd  tboTe  ft  ch^in-WDrk  to  the  men. 

The  Europeans  frequently  eontent  thettifclvcs  with  In- 
dian patterns)  nt  other  tinses  they  fend  patrertis  fot 
ftripes  and  embroideries. 

The  funn  total  of  the  purchafes  made  in  Bengal  by 
the  European  nationi  amounted,  a  few  years  ago,  to 
no  mora  than  twenty  mtlHons  (above  S^o^ooo/.)  One 
third  of  this  fum  was  paid  in  iron,  lead,  copper,  wool- 
lens, and  Dutch  fpices:  the  remainder  was  dircharged 
in  money.  Sitice  the  Engliih  have  made  themlelves 
inafters  of  this  rich- country,  its  expt>fts  have  been  in- 
cruMi  and  its  imports  dimim(hed,  becaufe  the  toti- 
quarors  hate  ci^rried  away  a  greater  quantity  of  mef- 
chandife,  and  pay  for  it  out  of  tfat  revenues  they  re^ 
celve  from  the  country.  There  U  reafon  to  believe, 
that  this  revolution  in  the  trade  of  Bengal  ha^  not  ar- 
rived at  its  erifis,  and  that  fooner  or  lat^r  it  wtit  be 
attended  with  more  important  confequcnces  and  effefis. 
Englifli  T^  maintain  Aeir  correfpondence  with  this  vaft 

fettiement  cottntry,  and  their  other  Afiatic  fettlement^,  the  En^- 
at^St.  He-  ijjjj  company  hav«  fired  upon  St.  Helena  as  a  plaee  of 
refre(hmem«  This  ifland,  which  is  only  between 
twenty  eight  and  twenty  nine  miles  In  cife«mferen<!C, 
lies  in  fifteen  degrees  fifty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  be- 
tween Africa  and  America,  and  almoft  at  an  equat  dtf- 
fanite  from  thofe  two  quarters  of  tte  globe.  It  ddcs 
Aoi  appear  tk^t  the  Portuguefe,  who  difcovered  It  la 
1 5^3,  ever  eflabiiAed  a  colony  there ;  but  It  fs  cer- 
tain  that,  agreeable  to  their  ufua!  method,  they  put  Oft 
(horo  fome  cattle  and  poultry  for  the  xtte  of  the  (hips 
that  might  touch  there.  Thefe  conveniencles  ^ftcr- 
-wards  Invited  the  Dutch  to  form  a  fmafl  fettlemem  tip. 
«a  th9  ifland,  which  they  trere  aftetwarj^  difpoffeffed 

of 
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of  by  tht  Engltfb^  i^ho  have  been  fettled  there  ever  BOOK 
fince  the  yetr  1673.  ™' 

THOtrGH  St.  Helena  appears  to  be  nothing  but  a 
large  rock>  beaten  on  alt  lides  bj  the  waves>  it  is  ne« 
verthetefs  a  deKghffnl  place.  The  dimate  is  more 
temperate  than  might  be  expeAed  i  the  foil,  which  it 
onlj  a  foot  and  a  half  deep^  is  covered  with  citrons, 
palms^  pomegranates  and  other  trees,  laden  with  flow- 
ers and  fruit  at  the  fame  time;  while  flreams  of  ex- 
cellent water,  Wliich  nature  has  diftriboted  better  than 
«H  could  have  done,  enliven  the  whole  fcene.  Tbofe 
wrho  are  bom  in  this  fortunate  abode  enjoy  a  perfeft 
fkte  of  health  $  pafleagers  are  here  eured  of  their  dif- 
Girders,  particularly  of  the  fcurvy.  Four  hundred  fa- 
niilies,  compofed  of  EfrgTifh  and  of  French  refugees, 
cultivate  pulfe,  and  breed  cattle,  which  are  of  an  ex- 
qutfite  flavour,  and  of  great  fervice  to  the  fhips  crews 
that  put  in  there.  This  fettlement,  which  nature  and 
art  have  united  to  render  atmofl  impregnable,  has, 
however,  6ne  grand  defed ;  the  fhips  that  return  from 
India  to  Etfrbpe  land  there  with  eafe  and  fecurity,  but 
the  outward-bound  fhips  cannot  reach  this  afylum,  be 
big  flrongly  riepeHerf  by  winds  and  adverfe  currents. 
To  avoid  the  incbnvenienees  attending  fo  long  a  voy« 
age,  when  made  without  flopping,  feveral  of  them  put 
in  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  others,  particularly  thofe 
bound  to  Arabia  and  Malabar;  take  in  refrefhments  at 
the  iflands  of  Comofa. 

Th£S£  iflands,  that  lie  in  the  Mozambique  channel,     . 
between  the  coafl  of  Zanguebaf  and  Madagafcar,  are  thcEngliih 
five  in  number ;  the  principal  one,  from  which  this  make  of 
ftnall  archipelago  takes  its  name,  is  little  known.  The  ^^q^^ 
I\>huguefe,  who  difcovered  it  in  the  courfc  of  their  firfl 
expeditions,  brought  the  name  of  Europeans  liiito  fuch 
deteflafion  by  their  cruelties,  that  aU  who  have  fince 
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BOOK  Tentured  to  go  on  (bore  there  hsve  cither  been  mai&* 
j^j^  ^  cred  or  very  ill  treated.  It  hat  accordingly  been  quite 
forfaken.  The  iflands  of  Mayota,  Moeti,  and  Anjuaiiy 
are  not  more  frequented^  on  account  of  the  difficult;  of 
approaching  them,  and  the  want  of  a  fafe  anchorage. 
The  Englifh  vefieb  put  in  at  the  ifland  of  Joanna. 

Here  it  is  that»  within  the  compafs  of  thirty  leagues, 
nature  difptays  all  her  riches>  with  all  her  fimplicity. 
Hills  ever  green,  and  vallles  ever  gay,  every  where  pre- 
fent  a  variety  of  delightful  landfcapea.  Thirty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants^  diftributed  into  feventy-three  villagest 
flure  its  produQions.  They  fpeak  the  Arabic  ianguage, 
and  their  religion  is  a  very  corrupt  fort  of  Mohammed^ 
anifm;  their  moral  principles  are  more  refined  than  they 
ufually  are  in  this  part  of  the  globe ;  the  habit  they  have 
contra&ed  of  living  upon  milk  and  vegetables  has  given 
them  an  unconquerable  averfion  from  labour.  From 
this  indolence  arifes  a  certain  air  of  grandeur,  which, 
in  the  people  of  diftin&iont  conHfts  in  letting  their 
nails  grow  to  aii  immoderate  length.  To  give  a  beauty 
to  this  negligence,  they  tinge  them  with  a  yellowUh 
red,  which  they  extraft  from  a  Ihrub. 

These  people,  born  to  indolence^  hav£  loft  that  li- 
berty which  they,  doubtlefs,  came  hither  to  enjoy  from 
a  neighbouring  continent,  of  which  they  were  the  ori* 
glnal  inhabitants.  An  Arabian  trader,  not  quite  a  cen- 
tury ago,  having  killed  a  Portuguefe  gentleman  at  Mo- 
zambique, threw  himfelf  into  a  boat,  which  chance 
condu£ied  to  Joanna.  This  ftranger  made  fuch  good  ufe 
of  his  fuperior  abilities,  and  the  affiftance  of  a  few  of 
his  countrymen,  that  he  acquired  an  abfolute  autho* 
rity,  which  is  ftill  maintained  by  his  grandfon.  This 
change  in  the  government  did  not  at  all  dirainifli  the 
liberty  and  fecurity  enjoyed  by  the  Engliih,  who  landed 
upon  the  ifland,    They  continued, to  put  their  fick 
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Oft  fliore  without  molcftation,  where  the  falubrity  of  the  BOOK 
air,  the  excellence  of  the  fruits,  provifions  and  water»  ,   j[^_^ 
foon  reftored  them  to  health.     They  were  only  obliged 
to  give  a  higher  price  for  the  provifions  they  wanted^ 
for  which  the  following  reafons  may  be  aiSgned. 

The  Arabians  having  been  induced  to  frequent  an 
ifland  governed  by  an  Arab,  have  brought  the  Indian 
manufaQures  into  vogue ;  and  as  the  cowries,  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  other  commodities  they  received  in  exchange, 
.were  not  fufficient  to  defray  the  cxpence  of  this  article 
of  luxury,  the  iflanders  have  been  obliged  to  demand 
money. for  their  goats  and  poultry,  which  they  before 
exchanged  for  glafs  beads,  and  other  baubles  of  as  lit- 
tle value.  This  innovation  has  not,  however,  made  the 
Fnglifli  defert  a  place  of  refrelhment,  which  has  no  other 
inconvenience  than  that  of  being  at  too  great  a  diftance 
from  our  latitudes. 

A  SIMILAR  inconvenience  did  not  prevent  the  Eng-  TheEng. 
liih  company  from  extending  their  trade  very  confider-  li'^  c<>"^- 
^bly.    The  intercourfc  carried  on  between  one  port  of  ^^"^  ***^* 
India  and  another  was  too  confined,  and  of  too  little  con*  try  trade  to 
fequence,  to  engage  their  attention  for  any  long  time,  private ad- 
Th^y  were  foon  fufficiently  enlightened  to  perceive  that  ^°*'*""* 
it  was  not  for  their  intereft  tocontinue  this  kind  of  com«- 
merce ;  and  therefore  invited  the  private  traders  of  their 
own  nation  to  embark  in  it.    They  lent  them  their  af- 
ijftancey  by  taking  a  (hare  in  their  expeditions,  and 
granting  them  privileges  on  board  their  own  fleets,  and 
frequently  even  undertook  to  be  the  carriers  of  their 
xnerchandife  at  a  low  freight  This  generous  behaviour 
refulting  from  a  national  fpirit,  and  fo  diametrically  op* 
pofite  to  that  of  other  companies,  quickly  gaveadivity, 
flrength,  and  credit,  to  the  Englifli  fettlements.     Their 
free  merchants  were  foon  in  pofleiCon  of  a  dozen  brig- 
antines,  that  were  employed  within  the  Ganges,  or  were 
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BOOK  dirpatcfaed  from  thence  to  Acham»  Keda,  Johor  and 
,  ^j^j[*       Ligor.    They  fitted  out  an  equal  number  of  larger  vef- 
fek  from  Calcutta^  Madrafs,  and  Bombay*  which  fre- 
quented all  the  fea-ports  in  the  eaft.  Thefe  veffeU would 
have  been  ftill  more  numerous,  had  not  the  company  ex- 
aded  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  in  all  the  places  where 
they  had  fettlementS)  and  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  up- 
on all  the  remittances  made  by  the  free  merchants  to 
the  capital.     When  their  neceiGties  did  not  compel 
them  to  recede  from  this  unaccountable  arrangement^ 
thefe  merchants  lent  their'money  upon  bottomry,  fome^' 
times  to  other  European  merchants  that  wanted  it,  btit 
moft  frequently  to  the  captains  of  ihips  belonging  to 
their  own  nation,  who,  not  being  ftridly  dependent  up- 
on the  company,  can  traffic  for  others  in  the  voyages 
they  make  for  them. 
The  com-       At  its  firft  rife  this  great  body  was  ambitious  of  raain- 
p»nyju4fe  taining  a  maritime  force.     Thh  was  quite  laid  afidc 
pVrio  kcejp  ^^cn  it  refumed  its  operations  ih  the  time  of  the  Pro- 
up  their      tedof.     Having  nothing  then  in  view  but  profit,  they 
iB^rinq.      fefolved  to  embark  their  goods  on  private  bottoms ;  and 
wbal  was  therv  done  through  neceility,  has  fince  been 
tontinfutd  through  oecononay.    There  are  merdiants 
who  furni(K  them  with  (hips,  completely  rigged  and 
viaiialled,  to  carry  out  to  India,  and  bring  back  to  Eu- 
rope, fucb  a  number  of  tons  as  they  conirad  for.   The 
time  they  are  to  (lay  at  the  place  of  their  d^iaarkfi  is 
always  fixed.     Thofe  which  happen  to  hav€  no  cargo 
to  bring  back,  are  ufually  hired  by  fome  free  merchant, 
who  engages  to  indemnify  the  owner.  Thefe  arc  always 
Ae  firft  fent  home  the  following  year,  to  prevent  their 
rigging  from  being  too  much  worn.  In  cafes  of  neccffi- 
ty  the  company  will  equip  them  out  of  their  own  fiorc- 
houfcs;  but  they  oblige  them  to  pay  at  the  ftipulated 
rate  of  fifty  per  cent  advance  on  them* 
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Thi  veffcls  employed  in  this  navigation  carrjr  from  BOOK 
fix  to  eight  hundred  tons  burden.  At.thcir  departure  ^  ^1^ 
the  company  occupy  juft  fo  much  room  as  isTufficient 
to  hold  their  iron,  their  lead,  their  copper,  their  Wooll- 
ens, and  Madeira  wine,  \9h\Ch  are  the  only  merchandife 
they  fend  to  India.  The  owners  are  allowed  to  ftorc 
the  remaining  part  of  each  veflel  with  the  proviitbns 
neceffary  for  fo  long  a  voyage,  and  any  other  articles 
which  the  fociety  they  are  concerned  for  do  not  tradie 
in.  On  their  return,  they  have  like  wife  a  right  to  af- 
fign  to  any  ufe  they  think  proper  a  fpace  equal  to  thirty 
tons,  which,  by  their  contrad,is  referved  tothemfclVes': 
they  may  even  take  in  the  fame  articles  as  are  embarked 
for  the  company.  Till  lately  theyufed  to  pay  the  com- 
pany thirty  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  thefe  contmodi* 
ties ;  but  fince  the  21ft  of  Oabb^t  r7'73,  ^^^^  ^^^7  ^^s 
been  reduced  to  one-half.  It  was  thought  that'  this  m» 
dulgence  would  difpoFe  the  bwirter?  and  their  agerifs 
more punQually  to  fulfiltheir engagem'tnts,  and WcSWiJ 
put  a  flop  to  fraudulent  importations.  TPhe  fplrit  ofhii* 
manity,  which  is  more  comnion  iif  'free  dates  rHaii  iii 
others,  has  in  England  given  tife  to  a'  very  corarhcnd-^ 
ablecuftom :  the  ftirgeon  of  each  ftiip  that  arrives  frorit 
In*a  receives,  befides  his  pay,  *  twenty  two  fivre^,  ten 
fols,  (near  a  pound,)  by  way  of  gratuity  for  every  niari 
hi  the  Ihip's  company  that  hp  brings,  back  toEuro|)e. 

The  company,  difengaged:froni  the  trouble  neceflar-  Capital  of 
ily  attending  the  maintenance'  pf  a  marine,  a^  weU  as  the  com* 
from  the  country  trade  in  India,  had  no  other  6bje3  to  ^^^^* 
take  up  their  attention  than  the  commerce  carried  on 
diredly  between  Europe  and  ACa. '  They  entered  upon 
it  with  a  capital  of  8,3229547  livres  10  fols ;  (364,111/. 
9</.|.)  and,  in  1676,  having,  by  fortunate  events,  been 
enabled  to  make  a  divifion  of  cent,  per  cent,  they  thought 
it  moft  for  their  intered  to  double  their  capital.     This 
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BOOK  capital  ftill  kept  increafing,  till  in  1 702  the  two  cdm- 
panies  that  had  fo  obfitnately  oppofed  each  other,  threw 
their  wealth,  their  plans,  and  their  hopes,  into  one  com- 
mon ftock.  It  has  (ince  rifen  to  feventy.-two  mWUons 
(3,150,000/.)  divided  into  (hares,  originally  of  1,12$, 
(not  quite  50/.)  and  afterwards  of  2,250  livres.  (not 

quite  100/.) 
Extent  of       The  trade  was,  in  the  beginning,  carried  on  with 
Mj^'    great  fpirit  and  fuccefs,  notwithftanding  the  fmallnefs  of 
trade.         their  (lock.    As  early  as  the  year  1628,  the  company 
employed  twelve  thoufand  tons  of  (hipping,  and  four 
Ihoufand  Teamen*    Their  expeditions  varied  in  an  in** 
conceivable  manner ;  and  were  more  or  lefs  conftder- 
^ble,  according  to  the  ignorance  or  capacity  of  thofe 
who  conduced  them  ;  the  different  ftiites  of  peace  of 
war,  the  profperity  or  misfortunes  of  the  metropolisi 
the  fondnefs  or  indilFerence  of  the  Europeans  for  Indian 
manufadures ;  and  the  different  degrees  of  competi- 
|ion  they  met  with  fronn  other  nations.    Since  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  prefent  century,  thefe  changes  have  beeo 
peithcar  fo  frequent,  nor  fo  remarkable.     The  trade  has 
been  efiabli(hed  upon  a  more  folid  bafls,  and  the  Tales 
haverifen  toTcventy-^ight  millions,  (above  3,400,000/.) 
Their  amount  would  have  been  (Itll  greater,  had  it 
»    npt  fceen  for  the  reftraints  that  are  laid  upon  them.    To 
enter  Into  a  detail  of  thefe  would  be  too  long  and  too  mi- 
nute a  ta(k.    It  will  be  fufficient  to  mention,  that  evrry 
'  ihip  returning  from  India  is  obliged  to  unlade  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  thofe  which  bring  prohibited  goods  are 
compelled  to  land  them  at  the  port  of  London.    The 
cottons  and  (luffs  that  come  from  thefe  countries  pay 
very  high  duties ;.  thofe  levied  upon  tea  are  (lill  higher. 
If  the  government  hoped,  by  laying  on.  fo  enormous  a 
tax,  to  abate  the  exce(rive  fondnefs  of  the  people  for 
tliis  liquor,  its  expeSaVions  have  not  been  anfwered. 
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Tea  was  introduced  into  England  by  the  Lords  Ar*  BOOK 
lington  and  Offory,  who  imported  it  from  Holland  in 
1 6669  and  their  ladies  brought  it  into  fafliion  among  peo- 
ple of  their  own  rank.  At  that  time  it  fold  in  London 
for  fixty-feven  or  fixty^eight  livres  (about  3/.)  a  poundy 
though  it  coft  but  three  or  four  at  Batavia.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  price  was  kept  up  with  very  little  variation^ 
the  fondnefs  for  this  liquor  gained  ground  ;  it  was  not, 
however,  brought  into  common  ufe  till  towards  the  year 
i^'Sf  when  green  tea  began  to  be  drank,  whereas  till 
then  no  fort  was  known  but  the  bohea.  The  fondnefs 
for  this  Afiatic  leaf  has  fince  become  univerfat*  Per- 
haps, the  phrenzy  is  not  without  its  inconveniencies ;  but 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  it  has  contributed  more  to  the 
fobriety  of  the  nation  than  the  fevereft  laws,  jhe  mod: 
eloquent  harangues  of  chriftian  orators,  or  the  befl  trea- 
tifes  of  morality. 

In  1766  lix  millions  of  pounds  of  tea  were  brought 
from  China  by  the  Englifh,.four  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  by  the  Dutch,  two  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  by  the  Swedes,  the  fame  quantity  by  the  Danes, 
and  two  millions  one  hundred  thoufand  by  the  French. 
The  fum  total  of  thefe  quantities  amounts  to  feventeen 
millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  prefe- 
rence given  by  mod  nations  to  chocolate,  coffee,  and 
other  liquors,  joined  to  a  feries  of  obfervations  carefully 
purfued  for  feveral  yeara,  and  the  nioft  exad  calcula- 
tions, that  can  poffibly  be  made  in  fuch  complicated 
cafes,  inclines  us  to  think  that  the  whole  confumption 
throughout  Europe  does  not  exceed  five  millions  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  In  this  cafe,  that  of  Great 
Britain  muft  be  twelve  millions. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  there  are  at  leaft  two 
nj^Uions  in  the  mother  country,  and  a  million  in  the  colo* 
nies,  who  conftantly  drink  tea. '  It  is  not  unreafonable  to 
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BOOK  fuppofe^  that  each  individual  con  fumes  four  p6unds  in  » 
year;  but  ibould  the  quantity  be  fomething  lefs, the 
deficiency  \h  fuppiied  by  thofe  who  are  lefs  attached  to 
it,  and  for  this  reafon  have  not  been  taken  into  the  ac« 
count.     A  pound  of  tea,  which  cofts  only  thirty  foU 
(about  1/.  4i/.)  in  the  Ez(k,  conftantly  fells  in  England 
for  fix  livres  ten  fols,  (near  fix  (hillings.)  including  the 
duty  ;  confequently  the  rage  for  this  Afiatic  leaf  cofts 
the  nation  about  feventy*t  wo  millions,  (about  3,1  jOtOOO^ 
To  oppofe  the  entries  of  the  cuftom-houfe  to  this 
computation  would  argue  either  ignorance  or  artifice. 
It  is  true  that  the  amount  of  the  duties,  which,  accord- 
ing to   thi6  calculation,  ought  to  be  about  18,000,000 
livres,  (near  790,000/.)   is  hardly  half  fo  much  ;  but 
the  contraband  trade  in  this  commodity  carried  on  in 
Englancf  is  notorious.     The  government  itfelf  is  fo 
thoroughly  convinced  of  it,  that,  in  order  to  leflenit,  it 
has  lately  lowered  the  duty  twenty  fols  {lod.)  a  pound. 
In  all  probability  it  would  have  been  ftill  more  generous, 
had  it  not  unfortunately  been  under  the  neceflity  of  con- 
fidering  itscuftomsas  a  refource  of  finance,  rather  than 
as  the  thermometer  of  its  commerce.  This  relaxation, 
which  of  itfelf  is  not  fufficient  to  prevent  the  teas  in 
the  different  ports  of  Europe  from  being  fmuggled  into 
Great  Britain,  has  been  rendered  more  efficacious  by 
the  national  acquifition  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  which  be- 
longed to  the  Athol  family. 

Though  moft  branches  of  the  public  revenue  have 
been  increafed  by  an  arrangement,  which  deprived  the 
illicit  trader  of  his  moil  convenient  market,  the  India 
Company  have  been  particularly  benefited  by  it.  As 
their  commodities  were  fubjeSed  to  higher  duties  tbao 
any  others,  the  claodeftme  importation  of  them  was 
more  common,  and  was  principally  carried  on  by  the 
Ifle  of  Man,  which  is  admirably  fituatedto  receive  vef« 
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•fels  from  the  North.     Tea  was  the  favourite  obtcEt  of  B  O  O  K 

III 

this  contraband  trade.     The  Englifli  company  will  not 

fail,  in  future,  to  provide  as  much  (lock  as  may  anfwer 
their  demands,  and  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  advan- 
tages which  their  rivals  raviflied  from  them  within  the 
limits  of  their  own  empire. 

The  teas  and  other  merchandife  that  arrive  from  In- 
dia are  paid  for  in  money.  The  government  which  is 
not  ignorant  of  this,  has  limited  the  exportation  of  fpe- 
cie  to  6\750,ooo  iivres.  (about  295,000/.)  This  unac- 
countable teftriSion,fo  unworthy  a  commercial  people, 
neither  has  been  or  can  be  carried  into  execution*  The 
fums  regiftered  are  always  much  higher,  but  this  indul* 
gence  does  not  prevent  confiderable  fums  being  clandef*- 
tinely  carried  abroad  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Cuf- 
tom-houTe  officers.  Thefe  fraudulent  pradices  have  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  trade  has  become  more  ex- 
tenfive ;  and  the  money  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  has 
been  long  computed  at  one  third  of  the  profit  arifing 
from  the  fales. 

This  exportation  of  fpecie  would  have  been  more 
confiderable  if  the  company  had  adhered  to  that  article 
in  their  charter,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that  they  fliall 
export  in  merchandife  of  their  own  nation,  the  value  of 
the  tenth  part  of  what  they  take  in  money  upon  their 
veffels.  They  have  conftantly  made  a  charge  for  much 
greater  fums  in  brafs,  lead,  and  Englifti  cloths,  without 
reckoning  the  profits  made  in  India  upon  iron  from  Swe- 
den and  Bifcay,  and  other  articles  taken  from  feveral 
countries  of  Europe. 

Their  advocates,  in  order  to  reinfiate  them  in  the 
good  opinion  of  the  public,  which  they  have  but  fel- 
dom  enjoyed,  have  frequently  aflerted,  that  this  body 
occafioned  as  much  money  to  be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try^ as  they  carried  out  of  it.    This  ple«  cauftd'fuch  a 

B  b  4  warm 
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^  9,P  ^  warm  altercation  in  the  beginning  of  the  prcfent  ccn* 
turyf  that  the  government  thought  the  queflion  not  un- 
worthy of  its  attention.    It  was  found  by  confulung  the 
regiftersf  that  from  the  end  of  December  1 712)  to  tVie 
end  of  December  171 7,    52*563,037  livres    10  fols 
(2^299>632/.  17/.  gd.  i.)  had  been  exported  to  India. 
From  all  circumilances  it  appeared,  that  the  caOi  clan- 
deftinely  carried  out  amounted,  at  leaft,  to  one  half; 
and  that  confequently,  there  could  be  no  miftake  in  efti- 
mating  the  amount  of  both  thefe  fums  at  78,844,566 
livres  5  fols.  (39449,449/)  The  fums  remitted  home  by 
the  company,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  amounted  to 
75,058,391  livres  5  fols.  (3,283,804/.  12/.  id.  f )  Thus, 
fuppofmg  thefe  calculations  to  be  juft,  the  confumption 
of  the  Afiatic  produSions  in  England  for   five  years, 
ihould  not  have  rifen  fo  high  as  3,786,165  livres:  (about 
165,645/.)  but  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  it  rofe  much 
higher ;  and  that  a  great  deal  of  merchandife  apparent- 
ly fold  to  foreigners,  never  Airred  out  of  the  kingdom. 
The  partiality  that  has  lately  prevailed  in  favour  of 
Scotch  and  Iriih  linens,  printed  in  England,  and  the  en- 
creafe  of  the  (ilk  manufadure,  by  leflening  the  demand 
for  contraband  goods,  mud  of  neceffity  render  the  com- 
merce of  the  Eail  more  advantageous  to  the  nation.  Be- 
fore the  year  1 720,  Great  Britain  annually  confunoed 
three  millions  feven  hundred  and  fifty  tboufaiid  yards  of 
India  cottons  ;  but  this  confumption  is  greatly  dimi- 
nilhed, 
Divifiont        It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  any  changes  could  hap- 
of  the  pro-  pen  in  the  relative  ftate  of  the  Indian  trade  with  the  go- 
pric  ori.     ygfnnient  in  general, without  producing  fome  alterations 
in  the  private  fortunes  of  the  proprietors.     Their  pro- 
fits have,  at  certain  periods,  been  enormous ;  at  others, 
very  flender.     The  ihares  have  been  regulated  in  con- 
.  formity  to  thefe  variations. .  The  divideridj  whicbt  f^  ^ 

long 
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long  time,  had  been  no  more  that  feven  per  cent.  wg$,  BOOK 
in  1 7439  raifed  to  eight.  It  waiafter wards  reduced  to 
f]X>  in  1 766  it  rofe  to  ten,  and  (jnce  that  time  to  twelve 
^nd  A  half.  This  was  more  than  the  fituation  of  the 
company  could  afford  ;  rince>  at  this  period,  they  had 
little  more  remaining  than  their  original  capital.  If  this 
be  the  cafe«  how  has  it  happened  that  fo  flender  a  capital 
fhould,  in  the  opinion  of  the  public^  have  acquired  the 
value  of  28o^ooo>ooo>  (about  1 2>250,ooo/.)  which  is 
the  amount  according  to  the  price  of  the  (lock  ? 

This  objcftion  is  not  anfwerable.  The  enthufiafm 
of  the  Englifli  is  >yell  known^  It  has  repeatedly  been 
excited  by  circumdances  tha^  would  not  have  made  the 
leafi  impreflion  on  the  mod  volatile  and  trifling  pi^ople. 
An  important  event  has  forcibly  drawn  the  whole  na* 
tion  into  its  vortex.  They  have  abandoned  themfelves 
Aviih  all  the  imp^tuofity  of  their  charadler,  to  the  vafl: 
profpeds  that  have  been  opened  to  them  by  the  late  con- 
queft  of  Bengal. 

Should  it  be  afked^  if  this  aftonifhing  revolutiony  Conquefl 
which  has  had  fo  fenfible  an  influence,  both  upon  the  0/ Bengal, 
ftate  of  the  inhabUants  of  this  part  of  Afia,  and  upon  ges  drawn 
the  trade  of  the  European  nations  in  thefe  climates^  by  the 
hath  been  the  confequence  and  refult  of  a  feries  of  po-  ?"^^*^. 
litical  fchemes  ? — If  it  be  one  of  thofe  events,  of  which  acquifi* 
prudence  has  a  right  to  claim  the  fole  merit }  We  fliall  tion,  and 
anfwer ;  No.     Chance  alone  has  determined  it :  and  the  IiuVth*cT 
circumflances  that  have  opened  this  field  of  glory  and  havehi- 
power  to  the  Englifli,  far  from  promifing  them  the  fuc-  jJ*^»'^o<>b* 
cefs  they  have  had.  Teemed  on  the  contrary  to  threaten 
them  with  the  mod  fatal  reverfe  of  fortune. 

A  PERNICIOUS  cuftom  had  for  fome  time  prevailed 
in  thefe  countries.  The  governors  of  all  the  European 
f^ttlements  took  upon  them  to  grant  an  afylum  to  fuch 
of  the  natives  of  the  country  as  were  afraid  of  oppreifion 

or 
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BOOK  or  puntihment.  As  they  received  very  confiderable  Turns 
in  return  for  their  prptedion,  they  overlooked  the  dan- 
ger, to  which  the  interefts  of  their  principals  were  ex- 
pofcd  by  this  proceeding.  One  of  the  chief  officers  of 
Bengal,  who  was  apprised  of  this  refource,  took  refuge 
among  the  Engliih  at  Calcutta  to  avoid  the  puniihment 
due  to  his  treachery.  He  was  taken  under  their  protec- 
tion. The  fubah,  juftly  irritated,  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  army»  attacked  the  place,  and  took  it.  He 
put  the  garrifon  into  a  clofe  dungeon,  where  they  were 
fufFocated  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours.  Three  and 
twenty  of  them  only  remained  alive.'  Thefe  wretched 
people  oflFered  large  fums  to  the  keeper  of  their  prifon, 
to  prevail  opon  him  to  get  their  deplorable  iituation  re- 
prefented  to  the  prince.  Their  cries  and  lamentations 
were  fufficient  informations  to  the  people  who  were 
touched  with  compaflion ;  but  no  one  would  venture 
to  addrefs  the  defpotic  monarch  upon  the  fubjed.  The 
expiring  Engliih  were  told  that  he  was  afleep  ;  and 
there  was  not,  perhaps^  a  fingle  perfon  in  Bengal  who 
thought  that  the  tyrant's  (lumbers  ihould  be  interrupt- 
ed, even  to  preferve  the  lives  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
unfortunate  men. 

Admiral  Watfon,  who  was  juft  arrived  in  India 
with  his  fquadron,  and  Colonel  Clive  who  had  fo  re- 
markably diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the  war  of  the  Carna- 
tic,  did  not  hefitate  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  their  coun- 
try. They  got  together  the  Englifti  who  had  been  dif- 
perfed,  and  were  flying  from  place  to  place,  they  went 
up  the  Ganges  in  the  month  of  December  1756,  retook 
Calcutta,  made  themfelves  matters  of  feveral  other  pla- 
ces, and  gained  a  complete  viSory  over  the  fubah. 

Such  a  rapid  and  extenfivc  fuccefe  becomes  in  a  man- 
ner inconceivable,  when  we  confider  that  it  was  only 
>vith  a  body  of  five  hundred  men  that  the  Englifli  were 

to 
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*o  ftand  againft  the  whole  force  of  Bengal.  But  if  their  BOOK 
fuperiority  was  partly  owing  to  their  better  difcipline) 
and  to  other  evident  advantages  that  the  Europeans 
have  in  battle  over  the  Indian  powers;  the  ambition  of 
eaftern  chiefs,  the  avarice  of  their  minifters»  and  the 
nature  of  a  govemmentj  whofe  only  fprings  are  fear 
and  prefect  interefti  were  of  ftill  more  efFe3ual  fervice 
to  them :  they  had  experience  enough  to  take  advan* 
tage  of  the  concurrence  of  thefe  feveral  circumftan- 
ces  in  their  firil  attack,  and  in  all  that  fucceeded  it.  The 
fubah  became  detefted  by  all  his  own  people,  as  tyrants 
generally  are,  the  principal  ofSpers  fold  their  intereft  to 
the  £ng1i(h  ;  he  was  betrayed  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
the  greateil  part  of  which  refufed  to  engage ;  and  he 
himfelf  fell  into  thie  hands  of  his  enemies,  who  caufed 
him  to  be  (Irangled  in  prifon. 

They  difpofed  of  the  fubahihip  in  favour  of  Jaffier- 
Ally-Khan,  the  ringleader  of  the  confpi racy  ;  who  ced- 
ed to  the  company  fome  provinces  with  a  grant  of  every 
privilege,  exemption  and  favour,  to  which  they  could 
have  any  pretence.  But  foon  growing  weary  of  the 
yoke  he  had  brought  upon  himfelf,  he  wasfecretly  look- 
ing out  for  means  to  get  rid  of  it.  His  defigns  were  dlf- 
covered,  and  he  was  arretted  in  the  center  of  his  own 
capital. 

Cossim-Ally-Khan,  his  nephew^  was  proclaimed 
in  his  ftead.  He  had  purchafed  that  ufurpation  with  an 
immenfe  fum  of  money.  But  he  did  not  enjoy  it  long. 
Impatient  of  the  yoke,  as  his  predecefibr  had  been,  he 
gave  foroe  tokens  of  his  intra6tability,  and  refufed  to 
fubmit  to  the  laws,  the  company  impofed  upon  him. 
Upon  this  the  war  broke  out  again.  The  fame  Jaiffier- 
Ally-Kban}  whom  the  English  kept  a  prifoner,  was  a- 
•gain  proclaimed  fubah  of  Bengal.  They  marched  a- 
gainft  Cofiim-Ally-Khan.     His  general  officers   were 

corrupted  : 
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BOOK  corrupted  :  he  was  betrayed  and  entirely  defeated  :  too 
happy,  that  whilft  h^  loft  his  dignity,  he  ftill  preterved 
the  immenfe  treafures  he  had  amafled. 

Notwithstanding  this  revolution,  Coffim-Ally 
did  not  drop  his  hopes  of  vengeance.  FuH  of  refent- 
ment,  and  loaded  with  treafure,  he  fet  out  for  the  nabob 
of  Benarez,  chief  vifir  in  the  Mogul's  empire.  He  and 
all  the  neighbourinig  princes  re-united  in  oppofition  to 
the  common  enemy,  who  threatened  them  all  equally. 
But  now  the  conteft  lay  no  longer  between  them  and  a 
handful  of  Europeans  juft  arrived  from  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel ;  they  were  to  engage  with  the  whole  ftrength 
of  Bengal,  of  which  the  £ngli(h  were  matters.  Elated 
with  their  fuccefTes,  they  did  not  wait  to  be  attacked ; 
they  fet  out  diredly  and  made  head  againft  fo  formid- 
able a  league^  marching  on  with  all  the  confidence  which 
Clive  could  infpire,  a  leader,  whofe  name  feemed  to 
have  become  the  pledge  of  conqueft.  However,  Clive 
did  npt  care  to  hazard  any  things  Part  of  the  campaign 
was  fpent  in  negociations ;  but  in  time  the  treafures 
which  the  Englifli  had  drawn  from  Bengal,  ferved  to 
enfure  them  new  conquefts.  The  heads  of  the  Indian 
army  were  corrupted  ;  and  when  the  nabob  of  Benares 
was  dciirous  of  coming  to  a£tion,  he  was  obliged  to  fly 
with  his  men  without  ever  being  able  to  engage. 

By  this  vidory,  the  country  of  Befiarez  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifli :  and  it  feemed  as  if  nothing  could 
hinder  them  from  annexing  that  fovereignty  to  that  of 
Bengal :  but  either  from  moderation  or  prudence,  they 
were  content  to  levy  eight  millions  by  contribution  r 
and  they  offered  peace  to  the  nabob  on  conditions  which 
would  render  him  incapable  of  doing  them  any  hurt; 
but  fucb  as  they  were,  he  mod  readily  agreed  to  them, 
that  he  might  regain  the  pofiellion  of  his  own  provin* 
ces. 

In 
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In  the  midft  of  thefe  cabmitiesf  CoiEni-AlIy  (liil  BOOK 
found  means  to  preferve  part  of  bis  treafures,  and  re- 
tired  to  the  Cheyks,  a  people  iituated  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Delhi)  from  whence  he  made  an  attempt  to 
procure  fome  allies,  and  to  raife  up  a  body  of  enemies 
to  oppofe  the  Englifli. 

While  matters  were  thus  circumftanced  in  Bengal^ 
the  Mogul  having  been  driven  out  of  Delhi  by  the  Pat- 
tanS)  by  whom  his  fon  had  been  fet  up  in  hisroom,  iVas 
wandering  from  one  province  to  another  in  fearch  of  a 
place  of  refuge  in  his  own  territories^  and  requeuing 
fuccourfrom  his  own  vaflais  but  without  fuccefs.  Aban- 
doned  by  his  fubjeds,  betrayed  by  his  allies,  without  fup- 
porty  without  any  army  i  he  was  allured  by  the  power 
of  the  Englifli)  and  implored  their  protedion,  they  pro- 
mifed  to  conduct  him  to  Delhi»  and  re-eflablifli  him  on 
his  throne  ;  but  they  began  by  cauiing  him  to  'cede  to 
them  before-hand  the  abfolute  fovereignty  over  Bengal. 
This  ceffion  was  made  by  an  authentic  ad,  and  attend- 
ed with  all  the  formalities  ufually  pradifed  throughout 
the  Mogul  empire. 

The  Elngiifh,  fecurely  poflefled  of  this  title,  which 
was  to  give  a  kind  of  legitimacy  to  their  ufurpation^  at 
ieaft  in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  foon  forgot  the  promifes 
they  had  made.  They  gave  the  Mogul  to  underftand 
that  particular  circumftances  would  not  fuffer  them  to 
be  concerned  in  fuch  an  cnterprize  ;  that  fome  better 
opportunity  was  to  be  hoped  for ;  and  to  make  up  for 
all  his  lofles^they  aiGgned  him  a  peniion  of  fix  millions 
(262,500/.)  with  the  revenue  of  lUahabad,  and  Shah 
Ichanabad  or  Delhi ;  upon  which  that  unfortunate  prince 
was  reduced  to  fubfift  himfelf  in  one  of  the  principal 
towns  of  the  province  of  Banarez,  where  he  has  taken 
up  his  refidence.  Thus  the  Mogul  empire  comes  to  be 
(bared  between  two  governing  power$,one  of  which  is  ac- 
knowledged 
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BOOK  knbwiedged  in  the  feveral  diftrtds  of  Indtai  where  the 
Eoglifli  company  has  any  eftablifliments  and  authority^ 
the  other  in  fuch  provinces  as  border  on  Deihiy  and  in 
thofe  parts  to  which  the  influence  of  that  company  does 
not  extend. 

The  £ngli(h,  thus  become  fovereigns  of  Bengal, 
have  thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  keep  up  the 
ihadow  of  ancient  forms,  in  a  country  where  they  have 
the  lead»  and,  perhaps,  the  only  power  that  is  likely  to 
be  fecure  and  lading.  They  govern  the  kingdom  dill 
under  the  name  of  a  nabob,  who  is  of  their  nomination 
a^d  in  their  pay,  and  feems  to  give  his  orders.  It  is 
from  him  that  all  public  a£ts  feem  to  proceed  and  iflue, 
though  the  decrees  in  fad  of  the  council  at  Calcutta ; 
fothat  the  people,  not  withftanding  their  change  of  mas- 
ters, have  for  a  conltderable  time  been  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  they  ftill  fubmitted  but  to  the  fame  yoke. 

If  we  ihoufd  wifh  to  know  the  amount  of  the  public 
revenues,  of  Bengal,  we  (hall  find  at  the  period  of  the 
conqueft,  it  was  equal  to  fourfcore  millions.  (3,5009000/.) 
The  outgoings,  either  for  the  government,  or  defenca- 
of  the province,were  ftated  at 41  millions;  (i,793»75o/.) 
fix  miUions  {262,500/.)  were!  agreed  to  be  given  to  the 
Mogul,  and  three  millions  (1319250/.)  to  the  nabob; 
fo  that  the  remainder  to  the  company  was  thioty  mil- 
lions. (1,312,500/)  Their  purchafcs  in  the  d^ereot 
marts  of  India  might  abforb  a  great  part  of  this  fum, 
but  ftiU  it  has  been  thought  there  muft  after  all  remain 
a  furplus  of  feveral  millions  to  be  carried  into  Great 
Britain. 

This  new  arrangement  of  matters  without  having 
wrought  any  fenfible  change  in  the  exterior  form  of  the 
Englifli  company,  has  eflfentially  changed  their  objed. 
They  are  no  longer,  a  traduig  body,  they  are  a  ttrrito- 

rial 
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rial  power  ivhich  farms  out  its  revenues  in  aid  of  a  com*  BOOK 
merce  that  forinerly  was  their  fole  exiftencej  and  which*  ™* 
notwithflanding  the  eztenfion  it  has  received,  is  no 
more  than  an  additional  objed  in  the  various  combina- 
tions of  their  prefent  real  grandeur.  The  arrangements 
intended  to  give  (lability  to  a  iituation  fo  profperous  are, 
perhapsj  the  moft  reafonable  that  can  be.  England  has 
at  prefent  in  India  an  eftabUihment  to  the  amount  of 
nine  thoufand  eight  hundred  European  troops,  and  fifty- 
four  thoufand  fipahis  well  armed  and  well  difciplined. 
Three  thoufand  of  thefe  Europeans^  and  twenty-five 
thoufand  fipahis  are  difperfed  along  the  borders  of  the 
Ganges. 

The  moft  confiderable  body  of  thefe  troops  has  been 
ftationed  in  Benares,  once  the  nurfe  of  Indian  fcience, 
and  ftill  the  moA  famous  academy  of  thefe  rich  coun- 
tries, where  European  avarice  pays  no  regard  to  any 
thing.  This  fituation  is  chofen  becaufe  it  appeared  fa«» 
vourable  for  flopping  the  defcent  of  the  warlike  moun- 
taineers of  the  north ;  and  in  cafe  of  attack,  the  main- 
taining of  a  war  in  a  foreign  territory  would  be  lefs 
ruinous  than  in  the  countries  of  which  the  company  is 
to  receive  the  revenues.  On  the  fouth,  as  far  as  it  ha» 
been  found  prafiicable,  they  have  occupied  ail  the  nar- 
row pafles  by  which  an  enterfH-izing  and  adive  adver- 
fary  might  attempt  to  penetrate  into  the  province.  Dac- 
ca, which  is  in  the  center  of  it,  fees  under  its  walls  a' 
confiderable  fonce  always  ready  to  fly  wherever  their 
prefence  may  be  neceflary.  All  the  nabobs  and  rajahs, 
who  are  dependent  on  the  fubah  of  Bengal  are  difarm- 
ed,  furrounded  by  fpies  in  order  to  difcover  their  con- 
fpiracies^  and  by  troops  to  render  them  ineffe&ual. 

In  cafe  of  any  unbcky  revolution  which  might  obligef 
the  vi£briaus  power  to  change  its  quarters,  and  aban<* 

don 
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*  m^  ^  ^"  '^'  ^^^^  *^^  '^^^^  conftruQcd  a  fort  near  Calcutfs 
called  Fort  William^  which,  in  cafe  of  urgent  neceffi- 
ty,  would  fervc  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  army,  (hould 
they  be  forced  to  retreat,  and  give  time  to  expedthene- 
ceflary  reinforcements  for  the  recovery  of  their  fupcriorF- 
ty»     This  fort  is  a  regular  oSagon  with  eight  baftionsi 
feveral  counter-guards,  and  fome  half  moons  already 
begun  without  a  glacis,  or  covered  way.     The  ditch  of 
this  fort  may  be  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet  broad, 
its  depth  nearly  eighteen.     On  the  fide  of  the  Ganges 
,the  place  is  lead  ftrong,  and  the  curtains  are  covered 
only  with  redans,  over  which  there  is  a  double  battery 
raifed  on  piles.     The  principal  inconvenience  of  this 
citadel,    whofe    conftrudion     cod    twenty    millions, 
(875,000/.)  is,  that  it  does  not  ferve  to  prote&  Calcut* 
ta,  which  is  now  become  the  city  of  the  greatefl  .im- 
portance in  India,  whofe  people  amount  to  fix  hundred 
thoufand  fouls,  and  has  prodigious  riches  centered  with* 
in  her  walls,  and  by  a  variety  of  circumftances  is  novir 
become  the  theatre  of  a  moft  extenfive  commerce: 
It  muft  neceifarily  be  that  wholefomenefs  of  the  airiand 
the  advantage  of  a  very  fortunate  poiition  has  prevailed 
over  every  other  confideration. 

NorwiTHST  ANDiKG  thefe  precautions  taken  by  the 
Englifli,  they  are  not,  apd  cannot  be,  without  appre* 
faenflons.  The  Mogul  power  may  gain  ftrength^  and 
wilh  to  refcue  one  of  its  fined  provinces  out  of  the 
hands  pf  a  foreign  oppreflbr.  They  haVe  reafon  to 
fear  that  the  barbarous  nations  may  be  again  allured  by 
the  foftnefs  of  the  climate.  The  princes  now  at  va- 
riance may,  perhaps,  put  an  end  to  their  contefts,  and 
re-unite  in  favour  of  their  common  liberty.  It  is  not 
impoiTible  but  the  Indians,  who  are  in  the  pay  of  the 
ti^orious  Englifli)  and  adually  conditute  their  force, 

may 
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tbaj  btie  ctay  ttiffl  «tp«A  (hefii  th6ife  arrMs  ofwhkh'tfhvy  ^  6'  6^1(1 
hkvd  beidir  t00ghf  «h«  tife.     Th#  gf a Adeuf  of  eh6  c^ttH       ™* 

t^away'  iiMiolitf  vbekr  beii^g  arfitiaKy  drf^eti  frMi'#hit 
tSktj  f^SeU.  it  «  w«H'  kti6wt<  thaH  the  Marratta^  have 
ftHrifr^e^  o^tHHfft%  lurned  to^^i^  this  fide  ctmrttry, 
^d  are  ^«fi<Uilfty  ^i^rit«imhg  ieVifli  a^  irtir^fioti.  tJil«' 
left  tte  Efi^KAi  tfr'e  ftcc^feftff  etidugh,  rither  Ikr  byjbe-' 
r^  of  mrigQe,  to  <five*r^  fte  (Wrrtr,  Bengal  wilf  be'rtie 
<HiJ€ift  i>f  t>ilti|a;e  and  raphiey  whktevef  medtirf^'flniy 
be  tateii^  M^pp6(e^^  lij^t  cafi^Tfy,  whdte  ikierthidfir  ^1-" 
cMlis  ettfy  thing'  ^»«  <^atl  fty  of  it    f  he  ittciirfidrii/  6f 
thete  rava^drs  rfn^y  be  ideated  j  ini  thek  they^  ^Bt 
bnvir \^ uilme^ td pafy  but fh^}f  tfxt^erieeiftiift beliw 
<9eafed<r    8ui>(M>fing9  hi^wcver,  tMar  titme  of  the  Wif- 
ctMft  4ft  Nv)^  viMdred  fb  ftifefel?,  illduIcF  t^M-  phi^ei' 
ii  k  liktlf  ciitft«fh«  ltvefttic&^  ^eAginlftdtrtd'jifHi^^yi^ 
cnoMimie  iA»  huM'l  We  itirtfll  tMe-  Ikik  to  ^bi)bif^)<i^ 
The  Bflgiiih  c&Kfip^  M  tartar*  lijeMrf^  aiiy  Til^ar^- 
hmt^if^Min^tmf  f6MiMillie  life  of  tftei^  faa^^ 

sMd  <Kteii  ptiPfb (tf'pdrfdtls^  giAn  il^  tbR^te  ebtifl^i6H<fe>' 

ttlideh  fheji'Mf  M  tii^  Me*  d»{)f tt I-  '\l&6tjtff:    lli^othef ' 

B«A-opealiPiifttkftt8'ii&d  feft  tM  4rkniirf^^  ttiU  Mbt§' 

r^m  t»  b#(i^  tbddtabt^V  'iMiXit  U^hiti\tiga  ^oK 
cbmtrie$,'iiid^.fli6h^as  urili  febnek*  cr  later  fette'  Mhlt 
tH  i6  ftft  ifl'tlW  rhakWg  u|>  cff  the^ptifeHcf  actfourtds'? 

That  period  might  be  at  fome  diftance,  itidfeetfj  iP 
tWe  EflgBlh'rtlj[«ft?ng^^thc  rf^$  of  Hdrti^irftjr  \*refe  to 
rM'  f hofe' 't<«tiiiriSfc  of  thcf  opiprcffibti  irrtdt r  tii^htdi  rfiey 
ha^  ediltiJVudd  t<y  gHodn'  fot*fd  htany  ages.  T^hirffi  Cd- 
cUf ta>  fiar  ffdftt  Bcitlg  in  objfeA  oP  terrdi-rd  tfte  Indfartsj 
^dofd'be  fencferexl  a'fribttftri  ai^y^  opth  to  the  cdtri- 

Vol.  I.  Cc  plaints 
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BOOK  platnU  of  thofe  unhappy  fuflFerers  whom  tyranny  ihoold' 
dare  to  moleft.  Property  would  grow  into  refpcdf  fo 
thai  the  treafure  which  bi|s  been  buried  fo  long  would 
be  drawn  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earthy  and  fulfil  its 
deftined  purpofe.  Agriculture  and  manufadures  would 
be  encouraged  to  fuch  a  degree^that  the  objeds  of  export 
would  become  from  <i.ay  ,to  day  more  confideraUe,  and 
the  company  by^  following  fuch  maxims  as  thefci  ia« 
(lead  of  being  driven  .to  the  neceffity  of  leiTening  the 
tributes  which  they  found  e(lablilh.eci>  might  poffibly 
fiind  rn^f^ns  to  bring  about  an  augmentation  confiftcnt 
with  the  general  fatisfa^ion  of  the  mtives.  Let4t  not 
^e  jpeiido:that  fuch  a  plan  is  ci^imerical.  The  Engltih 
o^p^ny^fitfelf  has  already. proved  the  poffibilityofit. 
..jifHE  ]^nrppeans».  who  have  acqqiredany  territory  ia 
In^if^i  for  t^e  mqft  part  choofe  for  their  farraera  the  na- 
t^v^aoC  ^b«.  9P^^^^¥.»  Arom  whom  it  '^  comnion  to  exaft 
f»?M9B6defabi9ffin;i^,W  tdvan^e,  that  in  order  to  pay 
t|^:They  are  xJiWjge^  to  bprrctw  at.  an  exorbitant  inte- 
rcft*::.lT^e  d^ftr^j  wfjjjc^.fhefe  greedy  fajriners  volon- 
t^tjbW^ip&PP  themf^vcfy  oblige^  them  to  «xd&of  the 
ipl)f^^A^  to  whom  they  underlet  .ibme  parcels  of  the 
\MitMh  coni3lderab|e:are|it^ilt;bftt:tWpoor  wretches 
c^u«;tf)ei^  m^llfig^f  i»nd  '.iib#j>doiin  thtefti  fofrever.  The 
c^tf^Qpft  tuinefl-  by  t^asielopementy  which  rendcn 
li^ffVinfolyentf  is  difmifiedttp  make  rpom  for  afucceF^ 
fo/^  whp  commonjiy  m<|e^  with  tbe:fs^^  fatjB^ ;  fo  that 
It  very  frequcnjtjy .  ^lappens  that  Aoshii^g  but, the  firft 
fumdepofited  is  ever. received  froip  tjie  eftat^s^  or  very 

little  more. 

Differ  SKT  fteps  have  been  taken  in  the  Englifli  co*> 
lonies^  on  the  coa^  of  Coroipapd^U  ,  It  had  been  ob^. 
ferved  that  the  viUages.had  been  for/n^d  by  feveral  fav 
miUes>  wha  for  the.ippft  part  were  connefted  with, 
each  other;  this  remark  ferv^^d  to  banilh  the  cuflom 
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of  employing  farmers.  Every  Itfnd  was  taxed  at  a  rent  B  O  O  K 
certain  by  the  year,  and  the  head  of  the  family  was  fe- 
cority  for  his  relations  and  connexions.  This  method 
uiuted  the  colonifls  one  with  another^  and  created  in 
them  a  difpofition  as  well  as  the  means  of  affording 
themfelv.es  a  reciprocal  fupport.  This  has  bccafioned 
the  rife  of  the  fettlements  of  that  nation  to  the  utmofl 
degree,  of  profperity  they  were  capable  of  receiving  • 
while  thofe  of  her  rivals  were  languifhing  for  want  of 
Guhivation  and  rdanufadures,  and  confequently  of  po^ 
pulation. 

Why  mud  a  mode  of  condnA  which  does  fo  much 
honour  to  reafon  and  humanity  not  be  extended  he* 
yond  the  fmall  territory  of  Madnafs?  Can  it  then  be 
true  that  moderation  of  temper  is  a  virtue  fmgly  at- 
tached to  moderate  fortunes  ?  The  Engliih  company 
till  thefe  latter  times  had  always  held  a  condud  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  other  fettlements.  Their  agents,  their 
hStoTBf  were  well  chofen.  The  mod  part  of  thenv 
were  youi^g  men  of  good  families^  already  inftruded  in 
the  rudiments  of  commerce,  and  fuch  as  were  not  a- 
fraid,  when  the  fervice  of  their  country  called  upon 
them  to  crofs  thofe  feas  which  England  confiders  but 
as  a  part  of  her  empire.  The  company  had  generally 
regarded  their  commerce  in  a  great  fcale»  and  had  al- 
moil  always  carried  it  on  like  an  affbciation  of  true  po* 
liticians  as  well  as  ^  body  of  merchants.  Upon  the 
whole  their  planters,  merchants  and  foldiers  had  refain** 
ed.more  honefty,  more  regularity,  and  more  ficmnefs 
than  thofe  of  the  other  nations. 

Who  would,  ever  have  imagined  that  this  fome 
company^  by  an  immediate  alteration  of  condud,  and 
change  of  fyftem  (hould  foon  make  the  people  of  Ben- 
gal regret  the  defpotifm  of  their  ancient  matters }  That 
fatal  revolution  has  been  but  too  fudden  and  too  real. 

C  c  2  A  fettled 
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A  Ot  O  K  A  fctdcd  iftmnif  has  taken  Ac  pltoe  of  arbitrtry  au- 
^^  ^  tborify.  The  euOions  are  become  gtttenX  a»d  ftated> 
the  o|>preffiofi  coDtijival  and  abfolitte.  The  deftni&m 
act  of  monopdiei  is  carried  ro  perfeSion,  and  new  oiMs 
hare  been  even  tavented.  In  a  word,  they  have  alteN 
ed  utd  bdoted  the  pdblic  fources  of  confidence  and  hft^ 

ptneis* 

;  Uhdbr  the  govermneai  of  the  Mogul  Emperers^  the 
fobahi,  vnbo  had  the  care  of  the  revenuesf  weret  from 
the  nature  of  the  bufinefst  obliged  to  leave  the  recerpt 
of  them  to  Nabobs,  Polygars,  and  Jemidars,  who  were 
aiortof  uodcr^&cufity  to  othef  Indians,  and  theft  ftill 
10  odters;  to  that  the  prodvce  of  the  lands  paflTedoni 
and  :was  paraly  funk  amidft  a  multitude  of  fntermediate 
hand^  befof«  ft  caane  into  ^be  co#ief»  of  the  fubah,  wfiOi 
en  h^  fKtft^  defirersd  but  a  very  finali  per tioir  of  it  to 
thcjempenir.  Thi&  admrniibattoiir  faulty  in  many  re- 
fjpaASft  had  in.  it  this  i«mawabb&  cfFcumftancc  for  the 
ptto^ie^  that  t^e  ftfinerb  never  being  changed',  the  rent 
o€  iht  farms  rantatned  always  the  fame ;  becatiTethc 
lea{t  ciBCftafc,  as>  it  dUtorked' the  whole  chain  of  ad- 
vantage which;  every -one  perceived  rn  hi^  turn,  wtnild 
laiCilhUy  have  ^ocos^foned  a  revolt^?  a- terrible  refourcc; 
bit  the4>ptybnelefr  in  favour  of  humanity  in  countries 
groaning  ondav  tibe  oppf^fions  of  de^^ic  rcrlers. 

I^r  is  pmbable  that  in  the  midft  of  thefe  reguhrtioas 
there  w^re  many  injun^s  and  paftial  dtftrefffes;  Bot^  at 
kail,  as  the  raceipt  of  the  public  monies  vris  made  op- 
on  affixed  and  nuidei^e  alRfefihient^  emirlation  wasnot 
wholly  extinguiftied.  The  cohivaiws^ of  thHand  being 
fore  of  laying  up  thi^.  produce  ot-  th^sir-  harveff,  after 
paying  with  ei&adnefe-  the  rate  of 'ifheir  farnb  aflUfed 
the:nataraVgo<>(h«fs  oif  the  foilJ  by  their  labour ^  the 
weavers,  maftersof  the^  pirioe  of  their  works,  bein^^t 
liberty  to  make  choice  oi  the  buyer  which  beft  faited 
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thtm,  exerted  themfetves  in  extending  and  improving;  B  O  O  K 
their  manufadures.  Both  the  one  and  the  other^  being 
fafy  on  the  head  of  their  fubiiftence,  yielded  with  fa- 
tisfaQion  to  the  nooft  delightful  inclinations  of  nature^ 
or  the  prevailing  fancy  of  their  climate ;  and  beheld  in 
the  escreafe  of  their  family  nothing  more  than  the 
meam  of  augmenting  thetr  riches.  Such  are  evideiltly 
the  reafons  why  induftry,  agriculture,  and  population^ 
have  been  carried  to  fuch  a  length  in  the  province  of 
Bengal.  One  would  think  they  might  Aill  be  carried 
farther  undertime  government  of  a  free  people^  friendt 
lo  humanity ;  but  the  thirft  of  money>  the  mod  de^* 
vouringy  the  moft  cruel  of  all  paflions^  has  given  rife 
to  a  perticious  and  deftrudive  government. 

The  Englilh,  become  fovereigns  of  Bengal*  fcarce 
content  to  receive  the  revenues  on  the  fame  footing  as 
the  ancient  fuhahs,  have  been  deiiroui  all  at  once  t9 
augment  the  produce  of  the  farms,  and  to  appropriate 
to  themfelves  the  rents.  To  accompli (h  both  thefe  ob* 
jcAs,  they  are  become  th^  farmers  to  their  owit  fubab^ 
that  is,  to  ft  creature  on  whom  they  have  juft  conferred 
that  empty  title>  the  more  fecurely  to  impede  on  the 
Indian  people.  The  confequence  oJF  this  new  plan  has 
been  to  pillage  the  farmers*  in  order  to  fubftitutd  in 
their  room  the  company's  agents.  They  have  klfo  niot 
liopolized  the  fale  of  fait*  tobacco*  and  betel*  objsds 
of  the  fird  neceffity  in  thofe  countries*  but  th^y  have 
(done  thia  under  the  nilme»  and  ap(3arently  on  the  at*- 
count  of  the  fubah.  They  have  gone  flUl  further,  and 
have  obliged  the  vei7  fame  fubah  to  eftabliih  in  their 
favour  an  exdufite  privilege  for  the  fale  of  cotton  com* 
iDg  from  any  other  province*  in  order  to  raife  it  toatt 
exorbitant  price^  They  have  hud  ihe  duties  augment^ 
c«l»  and  to  conclude  all*  have  obtained  to  edid*v^bich 
hflls  beeopuUiflied*  to  forbid  alt  private  Europeans  ^radr 
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BOOK  ing  to  the  interior  parts  of  Bengal,  aud  leiaving  it  open 
''^*       and  lawful  only  for  the  Englifli. 

When  we  refled on  fuch  a  barbarous. prohibiuon,  it 
feems  as  if  it  had  been  contrived  only  to  exhauil  a\\  the 
powers  of  doing  mifchief  to  that  unfortunate  cottntryi 
whofe  profperity,  for  their  own  fake,  ought  to  be  the 
only  obje£t  of  the  Englifh  company.     Beiides,  it  is  eafy 
to  fee  that  theperfonal  avarice  of  the  nnembers  of  the 
council  at  Calcutta  has  didated  that  ihameful  law*. 
Their  d^fire  jvas  to  enfure  to  themfelves  the  produce 
of  all  the  manufa£lures4  at  length  to  force  the  mer- 
chants of  other  nations,  who  chofe  to  trade  from  one 
part  of  India  to  another,  to  purchafe  thefe  articles  of 
them  at  an  exorbitant  price,  x>r  to  renounce  their  uih 
dertaktngs. 

But  ftill  in  the  mtdft  of  thisoverbearingcondud/fo 
contrary  to  the  advantage  of  their  conftituents,  thefe 
treacherous  agents  have  attempted  to  difguife  them- 
felves under  the  maik  of  zeal.  It  was  neceffary,  fay 
they,  to  export  to  England  a  quantity  of  merchandife 
proportioned  to.  the  extent  of  her' commerce,  but  the 
competition  of  private  traders  was  prejudicial  to  the 
purchafes  of  the  company. . 

Ukder  the  fame  pretext,  and  in  order  to  extend 
this  exclufion  to  the  foreign  fettlements  while  they  ap- 
pear to.refpeO;  their  rights,  they  have  of  late  yean 
ordered  more  merchandife  than  Bengal  could  furniih. 
At  the  fame  time  the  weavers  have  been  forbidden  to 
work  for  other  nations  until  the  Englifli  orders  were 
completed.  Thus  the  workmen,  not  being  any  longer 
at  liberty  to  choofe  among  the  feveral  purchafers,  have 
been- forced  to  deliver  the.fruits  of  their  labour  at  the 
price  they  wire  pleafed  to  give  for  them* 

Li^T  us  cpnfider.  too'  how  thefe  workmen  have  been 
paid.    Here  re^fon  is  confbuoded ;  we  are  at  a  lofs  for 
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ezcufes  or  pretexts.    The  Eng1ifli»  conquerors  of  Bcm-  BOOK 
ga(»    poffeflbrs  of  the  immenfe  treafures  which  the  ,-_:Il 
fruitful nefs  of  the  foil,  and  th^  indufiry  of  the  inhabi- 
tantsy  had  got  together,  haye  ventured  to  take  upon 
themfelves  to  alter  the  value  of  the  fpecie.  They  have 
fet  the  example  of  this  meannefs  unknown  to  the  de- 
fpotic  rulers  of  Afia  ;  and  it  is  through  this  difgraceful 
u&  that  th^y  have  announced  to  the  natives  their  fove- 
reignty  over  them.    It  is  true  that  fuch  an  operation, 
lb  contrary  to.  the  fidelity  of  trade  and  the  public  faith, 
could  not  laft  long.     The  company  themfelves  found 
the  pernicious  tSeOs  of  it,  and  was  refolved  to  call  in 
all  the  falfe  coin,  in  order  to  replace  it  with  other  mo- 
ney, perfeSIy  conformable  to  that  which  was  always 
current  in  thofe  countries.  But  let  us  attend  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  fo  neceflary  an  alteration  was  conduced. 
'  They  have  ilruck  in  gold  rupees  to  the  amount  of 
about  fifteen  millions  (6569250/.)  nominal  value,  but 
:vebich  reprefented  in  fad  but  nine  millions  (3939750/.); 
for  four*tenth8,  or  fomething  more,  was  alloy.    All 
who  were  found  to  poflefs  thefe  gold  rupees  of  falfe  al- 
loy, were  enjoined  to  bring  them  into  the  treafury  at 
Calcutta,  where  they  Ihould  be  reimburfed  for.them 
'in  filver  rupees ;  but  indead  of  ten  rupees  and  a  half  of 
.iilver,  which  each  gold  rupee  ought  to  be  worth,  ac- 
cording to  its  rate  they  gave  them  but  fix  ;  fo  that  the 
amount  of  the  alloy  became  the  clear  lofs  of  the  holder 
of  their  money. 

Ak  oppreffion  fo  general  mud  neceflarily  be  attended 
vri^h  violence;  and  confequetitly  they  have  fcveral 
•times  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  force  of  arms  to 
carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  the  council  at  Cal- 
cutta* .  Thefe  forces  have  not  beien  employ^ed  againft 
the.  Indians  alone;  tumults  and  military  preparations  have 
again  broke^Nit  on  all  ftdes^  even  in  the  midft  of  peace. 

C  c  4  The 
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BOOK  The  Europcigft^ .  h» vy  fcccp  »pofe^  4o  figo«l  flfts  of 
™*       h^AiJi^Jj  ^d  pafticulgrly  the  Fp^nch»  who  Betwjkh.- 
ftdodiog  th^ir  $e^ag  ib  reduced^-  and  fp  ^i^t^k,  hi^  ftUl 
txM^d  the  j^aloufy  of  iheix  foroifr  rivfik. 

If  to  tbc  pi^ure  of  pubJic  didtaff^s  WfC  w/ert  f<)  %d4 
that  pf  private  £)ctortipii$^  we  Aiould  find  the  ^ngfuts  ^ 
^hc  company,  almoft  ev^ry  wjierc,  px^^iag  Iji^if  trir 
byte  with  extreme figoi^r^  aAd  Tf^KH^g^f^^trih^im^bt 
t^enajvith  the  wtqcwft  ^rv^Uy.  W^  Apuy  {ee  tbcfl 
c»rf;riog  ^  \wdoi  ip4ttirai<M9  iptp  eirery /^fpify,  and  fttc 
fipg  in  judgment  uppn  every  fortune }  robbing  i»di&rir 
ipipately  tbi:  iM'tj^an  ^nd  t^^  l^bqurer^  ti:i9p»tifig  k  as  t 
^rimc  ;>g*i»ft  him  that  be  i^  wH  ftf(Rei^fj|ly  fkh,  ani 
yunjibJAg  hkn  aic^rordipgjy.  W^  ftw)*iW  vjtv  ibejn  ftt 
liQg.tbPU*  favour ^nd  their  credit}  a?  well  ta  ppprefstiic 
ioBOft^t  9s  to  fkreen  the  guilty.  We  {b9«lld  find  ia 
^ojife/q^u^PQe  pf  J Welrregularities,  d^fpair  immg  e? cry 
beart^  ^nd  an  univerfal  d^je^ipm  gifting  the  Wtlerof 
fvery  mind,  both  teqding  to  a  genent  ftop  in  thepro^ 
grcfsand  a£^vity  of  cpfiiirwroe,  agriijiilf^f,  andpopih 
Jkiipii. 

^  It  will  bcihpvigjh^  without  doubt,  sifter  thtibdet^ 
a  wgs  ioipoflible  that  Beiigal  fl|o«ild  h^y^  freiji  «vils  te 
4read^  .  But,  bowevieri  ^  if  the  ^Jeqifpfa^  in;  kagae 
with  Doankind^  bad  iutei^led.to  bring  alj  at  ^cc  upon 
the.fafpe  p.epple^  every  ^ralaniity  tbat  by  tuifm  fa^ 
wail9  the  univerfe^  adroiigb^  of  wfiigb  thorie  new  ltd 
been  an  infiance  in  thofe  climates,  came  upon  theoi#ari 
prepared  the  way  ftv  ar  n^ipft  dmdful  ikmm  tp  a  coun- 
try of  all  (be  i^ft  f^tilCf 

In  Pf  SgiJ  A^y  ^ve  iw9>?rveHs  j  pjie  in  April,  tte 
Other  in  O0o^^ef .  Tb^  ftr-ft*  fialWd  ih«  bltk  iia?vift> 
confijl^  pf  th^  rmm^r  gfzifk  i  ibo  fecM^  am  the 
grand  bj^rveft,  is  fipgly  pf  wf  •  Th(5  riim  whickcofti- 
Wn?e  fcgp^r'X  >  t^^  WIMb<lfA«eiiA.tetfadin 

the 
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tbr  miidkf^O&obtr,  %T€  tht  occafiof)  of  thcTe  differ-  BOOK 
ent  proAi^iooM^  ^  Aod  ii  was  by  H  drought  which  h«p- 
fCiMsd  in  1 769,  at  ihe  feaAw  when  the  ratm  »rcdpe^- 
edy  fbAt  tberiB  wm  t  faiiiire  in  the  great  harveft  of 
17699  and  tb«  leflfr  hftr?eft  of  1770.  It  is  true  that 
th^  rice  on  tht  hif  her  grounds  did  not  fuffer  grcati  j 
by  thl^  difiurbance  o(  the  feafdnt»  but  there  was  far 
horn  a  iu^cif  nt  quaouty  for  the  nouriflinicnt  of  all  the 
inb^itanfa  of  the  onantry  ;  add  u>  which,  the  EngliA, 
who  ware  engaged  before  hand  to  take  proper  care  of 
their  fMMUlf  ni;e,  »$  well  as  of  the  fipahis  belonging  to 
thaiOy  did  npt  fail  to  keep  kicked  up  in  their  magazine 
a  part  of  th^  grain,  though  the  harvcft  widiat  was  in* 
fu^iant, 

Th£X  ^»ve  been  accufed  of  having  nude  a  very  bad 
i^e  of  ibAt  nfceflary  foreftglit,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
n^  odiouf  and  llie  moft  criminal  of  all  monopotiea. 
U  may  bo  trve  that  fuch  a  horrible  method  of  acquiring 
ricH^^rnoy  have  levipted  fome  indiTiduab,  but  that  thb 
chief  aigofit^  of  the  company^  that  the  council  of  Cal- 
cutta could  have  adopted  and  otdered  fuch  a  daftrudive 
operationy  that,  to  gain  a  few  miliion&  of  rupees,  the 
coMocil  flmuld  coolly  have  devoted  to  daftm Aion  ftveral 
millioAa  of  their  fellow  creatures,  and  by  the  moft 
crva)0OMS(  this  is  a  cireumAance  we  never  can  give 
credit  tOw  We  even*  venture  to  pronounce  it  impofli-^ 
ble  i  becaofe  6sch  wickednefs  could  never  enter  at  once 
iaio  tho  minds  and  hearts  of  a  fet  of  men,  whofe  bufi- 
ntfl  il  lA  to  deliberate  and  a&  for  the  good  of  others* 

SttT/fltU  this  fcourge  did  not  fail  to  make  itfeif  felt 
throughout  the  extent  of  Bengal*  Rice,  which  is  com- 
monly fet  atone  fol  Hi  ^^  ^hree  pounds,  has  gradually 
been  fai&d  till  it  came  fo  high  as  to  be  fold  at  four  fols 
(ai.)  per  pound,  and  it  has  even  been  up  to  five  or  fix 
ibis  (about  3dL) )  neither  indeed  was  there  any  to  be 

foundf 
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.BOOK  found,  except  in  fuch  places  where  the  Europeans  had 
^^1    .  taken  care  to  colled  it  for  their  own  occafions. 

The  unhappy  Indians  were  every  day  periftiing  by 
thoufands  under  this  want  of  fuftenance,  without  any 
means  of  help  and  without  any  refource,  not  being  able 
to  procure  themfelves  the  leaft  nourifliment.  They 
ivere  to  be  feen  in  their  villages,  along  the  public  ways, 
in  the  midft  of  our  European  colonies,  pale,  meagref 
fainting,  emaciated,  confumed  by  famine;  fomefiretch- 
ed  on  the  ground  in  expedation  of  dying,  others  fcarce 
able  to  drag  themfelves  on  to  feek  for  any  nutriment, 
^nd  throwing  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the  Europeans^ 
Iptreating  them  to  take  them  in  as  their  flaves. 

To  this  defcription,  which  makes  humanity  (hodderi 
let  us  add  other  objefls  equally  fliodcing ;  let  imagim- 
iion  enlarge  upon  them,  if  poflible ;  let  us  reprefent  to 
ourfdves  infants  deferted,  fome  expiring  on  the  breaft 
of  their  mothers ;  every  where  the  dying  and  the  dead 
ipingled  t<^ether ;  on  all  fides  the  groans  of  forrow, 
and  the  tears  of  defpair  ;•  and  we  fhall  then  have  ibme 
faint  idea  of  the  horrible  fpe£lacle  Bengal  prefented  for 
the  fpace  of  fix  weeks. 

During,  this  whole  time  the  Ganges  was  covered 
with  carcafes ;  the  fields  and  highways  were  choaked 
up  with  them ;  infedious  vapours  $lled  the  air,  and  dif- 
eafes  multiplied ;  and  one  evil  fucceeding  anothefj  it 
was  near  coming  to  pafs,  that  the  plague  had  carried 
off  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  unfortunate 
kingdom.  It  appears,  by  calculations  pretty  generally 
acknowledged,  that  the  famine  carried  off  a  fourth 
part ;  that  is  to  fay,  about  three  millions. 

But  it  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  and  ferves  to  cha- 

raderife  the  gentlenefs,   or  rather  the  indolence  ^ 

well  moral  as  natural  of  the  natives,  that  amidft  tl^i^ 

terrible  4i{trefs,  fuch  a  mukitude  of  hpman  creatures, 

preffed 
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prefled  by  the  mod  urgent  of  all  necei&ttes,  remain-  B 
4d  in  an  ab/olute  inadivity,  and  made  no  attempts 
whatever  for  their  (elf'prefervation.  All  the  European8> 
efpecially  the  EngltAi,  were  poflefied  of  mitga^ines', 
und  tfaefe  very  magazines  were  refpeded;  private 
houfes  were  fo  too;  no  revolt,  no  maflacre,  not  th^ 
leaft  violence  prevailed.  The  nnhappy  Indians*  re- 
iigned  to  a  quiet  defpair,  confined  themfelves  to  the 
requeft  of  fuccour  they  did  not  obtain;  and  peaceably 
waited  the  relief  of  death. 

Let  us  now  reprefent  to  ourfelves  any  part  of  Europe 
affli£ted  by  a  fimilar  calamity.  What  diforder  I  what 
fury  1  what  atrocious  ads  I  what  mifchtefs  would  enfuel 
how  {hould  we  have  feen  among  us  Europeans*  fome 
contending  for  their  food  with  their  dagger  in  hand, 
fome  purfuing,  fome  flying*  and,  without  remorfe*  cut- 
ting one  another's  throats.  How  (hould  we  have  feen 
men  at  lafl:  turn  their  rage  on  themfelves*  tearing  and 
devouring  their  own  limbs*  and*  in  tbe  blindnefs  of 
defpair,  trampHng  under  foot  all  authdrity*  as  vvell  as 
every  fentiment  of  nature  and  reafon: 

Had  it  been  the  fate  of  the  Engliih  to  have  had  the 
like  events  to  dread  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Bengal* 
perhaps  the  famine  would  have  been  lefs  general  and 
lefs  deftrudive.  Forfetting  afide^  as  perhaps  we  ought, 
every  charge  of  monopoly,  no  One  will  undertake  to 
defend  them,  againft  the  reproach  of  negligence  and  in- 
fenfibility.  And  in  what  crifis  have  they  merited  that 
reproach  ?  In  the  very  inftant  of  time  when  the  life  or 
death  of  feveral  millions  of  their  feUow-creatures  was 
in  their  power.  One  would  think  that,  in  fuch  an  al- 
ternative* the  very  love  of  human  kind,  that  fentiment 
innate  in  all  hearts,  might  have  infpfred  therh  with  re- 
fources.  Might  not  the  poor  wretches  expiring  before 
the  eyes  of  the  Europeans  with  reafon  have  cried  out, 

**  Is 
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B  O  O  K  «<  Is  it  then  but  for  our  ruin  that  yoo  are  fertile  in  er* 
<^  pedients  for  four  own.  prefenration  ?  The  immeitrc 
'*  treafores  which  a  long  fucceifion  of  ages  had  acco* 
^  roulatcd  in  this  countrj^  you  ha?ie  made  yoor  own 
**  fpotb^  yoo  have  tnnfperttd  them  into  your  own 
^'  country ;  you  have  raifird  your  contributions  on  qs; 
*'  you  have  got  your  agents  to  receive  them  (or  you ; 
*'  you  are  mafters  of  our  interior  conunerce  ;  you  are 
*'  the  fole  managers  of  ail  our  exported  merchaadize; 
^'  your  numerous  veflels  laden  with  the  produce  of  our 
''  induftry  and  our  foil>  pa(s  and  repafs  to  the  enriching 
**  of  your  fadories  and  your  colonies.  AU  tbefe  thiogi 
*'  you  regulate*  and  you  carry  on  for  your  own  ad- 
^<  vantage.  But  what  have  you  done  for  our  prefem- 
**  tion  ?  What  fteps  have  you  taken  to  remove  from  m 
<^  theicourge  that  threatened  us?  Deprived  of  all  ao- 
*^  thority,  ftripped  of  our  property*  weighed  down  by 
<'  the  terrible  hand  of  power*  we  can  only  lift  our  haadr 
'*  to  you  to  implore  youraffiftaaee.  Ye  have  heard 
<*  our  groans ;  ye  have  feen  famine  making  very  quick 
**  advances  upon  us ;  and  tlien  ye  attended  to  your  own 
''  prefervation.  Ye  have  hoarded  up  the  fmaU  quan- 
^*  tity  of  provifions  which  efcaped  the  peftilence ;  ye 
<*  have  filled  your  granaries  with  them*  and  diftriboted 
**  them  among  your  fokliers.  Btit  we*  the  Ud  dupw 
«  of  your  avarice*  wretches  in  every  regard*  as  wcB 
•*  by  your  tyranny  as  by  your  indifference^  ye  treat  us 
**  like  (laves*  while  you  fuppofe  wc  have  any  ricbes; 
••  but  when  it  appears  we  are  but  a  fet  of  beings  fall  of 
<<  wants*  then  you  no  longer  regard  us  even  as  humas 
'<  creatures.  Of  what  fervice  is  it  to  us  that  yon  have 
'«  the  management  of  our  public  forces  entirely  in  yoor 
"  bands  ?  Where  are  the  Uw$  and  tjbe  noorals  of  which 
*•  ye  are  fo  proud  ?  What  then  is  that  govemmcae 
<«  who£e  wifdom  you  fo  much  boafi  of?  Have  yoe  f^ 

<*  a  flop 
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« t  flop  to  the  prodigious  esporu  carried  by  yoor  pri-  BOOK 

^  vate  traders  ?  Have  ye  changed  the  deftimiion  cf  ^__^^ 

<<  your  (hips  ?  Have  tfaey  traverfed  the  neighbouring 

<<  feas  in  fearck  of  the  mcaiis  of  fubMence  for  us  ? 

^<  Have  ye  recpiefted  it  of  the  adjioetit  coiAilriei  ?  Ah, 

«^  why  has  Providence  fofiered  yeu  to  break  the  ohatn 

''  which  attached  tu  to  oar  ancient  fovereigns  t  Left 

<«  grafping»  and  more  humane*  than  ye  aire^  they  would 

^  have  invited  plenty  from  all  parttf  of  Afm ;  they 

'^  woidd    have  opened  every  tommcrmcarton ;  they 

«^  wonMbave  laivifliiBd  their  trdafnres^  and  have  thought 

<«  they  did  but  enrich  themfelves  while  diey  preferved 

*•  their  fubje£ts,'' 

This  lafl  nefledion^  al  feaff,  was  caTcuIated  to  make 
an  imprcffion  onthe  Engtifli,  ftrppofnig even  that  every 
ferfftiroentof  huitiani«ywas«xtiffguifliedin  their  hearts 
by  the  effea  of  depravity.  The  barrenfleTs  had  been 
lannounced  fay  a;  drbogbt;  and  it  is^not  to  be  doubted, 
riiat^  if  inftead  of  hnvmg  ibMy  a  regard  to  themfefves^ 
and  remaimng  in  aa  eoitre  negligence  of  every  thing 
eHtt,  tH^  had  from  the  firil  taken  every  precaution  in 
their  power,,  they  might  have  iKCdmpKfted' the  prefer- 
vatiMiof  many  livea  ^t  were  foiL 

It  conhl'Bor  happenotherwife^  thiin  that  an  admtni- 
ftnrtioo  to  faulty  in  itfelf  iho^d  defeat  the  means  of 
profpeiity  attached  to  the  pofTelKeii'  of  tbofe  extenfnre 
countries.  Tbc  company,  preflbd  by  real  neceffities, 
and  fimKng  only  lofaAcitiit  refeurc^  in  ^hofe  treafures 
which  ferved  t6  daz^e  tbeir  im^inatrbni  has'alris^dy 
been  obliged  to  tear  ifidb»  the  veil  #Hich  contealied  their 
lituation  from  the  eyes  of  all'  the  world.  Accorijin^  to 
a^cakulatiofi,authentfcatbd<on  the  Ail  of  Jatitrary  1 773, 
t^  total  amonnt  of  the  company's  pofTdiions  in  Eu- 
rope, whtther  in  arrears  hereafter  to  be  received,  or 
in  r^  merchandife  now  in  their  ftorehoufes,  or  even 

in 


5^  HISTORY  OP  SETTLEMEMTS  AND  TRADE 

B  O  O  K  in  tmonoveablesi  comes,  to  the  fam  of  175)1569000  li« 
in.  y|.pj  (7,663 a:)75/.).5  whereas  their  engagements  amount 
to  207*430,000,  Hvres  (14,075,062/.  10/);  fo  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  oC  32,2749000  livres  (1,41 1,9^7/- 
lOf.).  It  is  true,  that  the  means  of  the  company  in 
India,,  that  is  to  fay,  their  fpecie  in  the  cbefts  of  their ' 
diflFerent  fettlem^nta,  outftanding  debts  due  to  them,' 
the  value  of,  their  wacesi  their  civil  and  military  pre-' 
parations,.  their  elephants,  fliips  and  thieir  cargoes  at' 
fea,  .forni,a  capiul  of  1439959,000  livres  (6,297,331/. 
y,).  On  the  other  hand,  their  debts  are  not  lefs  than 
the  fum  of  459726,000  livries  (29OOO9462/.  10/.)  $  fo 
that  upon  the  whoIe9  of  their  afiair^'  in  India,  there 
is  a  balance  in  their  &vour  of  9892139000  livres 
(39798,068/.  15/.).  From.thil  muft  be  deduded  what 
the  company  owes  in.Europeycthat  is  tofay9  32,274,000. 
livres  (i94ii9987Ajox.)9  which  reduces  the  iam  of 
the  general  accou;\t  to  j659939>oOp  livres  (2,884,83 1/« 
5/^  ;  and  as  the  anipupt  of  their  ftock  is  72,000^)00 
livres  (3tiS99ppp/.}  ;  it  follows,  that  on  their  capitalf 
there  if/a  r^l  lofsqf  ,6>O0isOOO  livres.  (2659!  6S/.  15/.)* 
Sp  that,  in  cafe  all  the  efFjpfGbofthe  company,  as  well 
in  Europe  as  in  Indis^'  could  be  converted  into  moneyi 
a  fuppofition  extfomply  in  their  favour, .  the  proprietors 
would  not  find  (heir  prigiaul  dtpofit.:  Doubtlefs  it  was 
not  eafy  to  fufpe£l.t]^eir  OtUAtion  to  beifiich^  when  we 
find  the  (ales  of  the:cj9mp|ii\y  have  pragceiCvely  rifen 
front  4490009000  livres  (i|<^59000/.),  the*  anoount  o( 
that  in  1762,  to  809OPQ9OOQ  (ivrtBS  (3,5009000/.)  ac- 
cording to  ^he  account  qf  thatof  I76i9*'  The  trade  of 
the  company  has  beeacar^ifid  to  fuch  a<pitchf  that  the 
faVes  for  thefe  laft  ten  years,  to  1771  inclufive,  have 
produced  the  net  fum  of  649,^07^000  livres. 
(28,4029806/.  5/*).    But  It  j;s  eflential  to  remark,  that 

during 
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during  the  faid  period  the  company  paid  for  different  B  O  O  K 
duties^  to  which  their  goods  are.fubje3»  to  the  amount 
of  1 70,665,000  livres  (71466,593/.  i5/.)»  that  is  more 
than  five  and  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  produce  of  the 
fales.  And  flill  this  fum,  fo  cotdiderable  as  it  is,  is 
exclufive  of  an  annual  ftipend  of  9,000,000  livres 
(393,750/.)  \  on  which  condition,  government  has 
given  up  to  the  company  all  territorial  rights  over  Ben-* 
gal. 

To  make  good  engagements  fo  extenfive,  and  to 
diftribute  at  the  fame  time  to  the  proprietors  a  dividend 
of  9,000,000  livres  (393f75o/.)>  at  the. rate  of  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent.  The  revenue^  of  India  ought  toi 
have  been  managed  .with  great  wifdom  and  oeconomy : 
Iben  they  might  baye  been  fuflicient,  as  well  for  the 
pnrcbafes  the  company  makes  in  India,  as  fDr  thofe 
made  in  China,  and  they  might  have  waved  fending, 
any  fuins  to  their  fmall  faAories.  It  was  with  this 
confidence  that  the  proprietbrs  of  ftock  enjoyed  quietly 
their  dividend,  and  even  ezpeded  it  to  be  r«fed4)y  the 
importation  of  money  which  had  been  announced  to 
them.  But  fo  far  was  the  event  from  anfwering  their 
targe  expe3atipns,  that  th6.  cdrnpany^a  agents  at  Ben- 
gal, Bombay,  and  Madrafs^  have  continually  drawn 
upon  them  to  make  good  the  infufficiency  of  the  reve- 
nues. The  draughts  drawn  upbn.them  during  the  laft 
five  years»  viz.  from  1768  to:i772,  both  inclufive,  a- 
mount  to  the  liim  of  49,2501000  livres  (2,154,687/. 
lo/.).  Thefe  draughts  have  mad^  it  unneceflary  to 
fend  out  coin  to  India ;  but  during  the  fame  period  they 
have  hcea  obliged  to  remit  to  China  the  fum  of 
120,000,000  livres  (875,000/.)*  And  even  this  remit- 
tance not  having  been  anfwerable  to  the  prodigious  pur- 
chafes  made  for  the  company  at  Caqton,  the  faSsory 

there 
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%0  OK,  there hwre been ^^bliged m drawon' ihctv fM  fff^MffH) 

pofied  to  India,  witbiit  ibe:risnn«  rrftie^  as  iitiKh  a« 
6a^i40,oooli«res(l>63i  ,t  25/.)  df  meratrirMkife  ^  fo  tlv»^ 
hriiigiiig  togcstliQratftliefe  fujiiSyit  Mpfcut^,  «hn  duf'Mg 
thcfci  fi^e  y cvrs,  whkh  kemai  iikMtf  10  bif  the  p^rMef 
thrfr  grtattft  prefpcriiy^  iliecMifMyr  whetheirbyci^ 
portttioM  abfMdly  4if  by  draiigM^  pilkf  ki  Ewof^e^  ha» 
employed  in  trade  i379590>ooo  livres,(6>o  19,562/.  tof.) 
whkkmdm  tfaefam  of a7f5 15^000  iWres  (f  ^203>7Si/)    ^ 

digioiit  diffemice  between  cli&  ff^cufaif kMs^  Md  tfie  rttf 
lranAl£kionat  if  tbe  reareaaei  of  Bengsl  li»d  nef  beeif 
fiib^  to  unlMvaUeUcd'  deptedaiAnr,  ibc  cwmp^  mtgfif 
liftwe  bMi  eaabfed  to  fopport  witli.  eafe  iiff  their  et^ 
penciBSy  «id  fiili  contiMiei  divMMd  ef  vn^vtr  and  » 
baif  petf  ceirt  to  tiie  dioekhotdt^.  The*  proof  of  tfris 
wil:appe«r  m  fhe  abflnft  of  their  ctoiMtietee',  cahrub- 
ted  iiip>ti  tbe  receipts  and  JMsorfimieilA  of  f fie  1^ 
jetrs^  <m.  tlae  eiporknce  of  wbicfr  ill  may  Mr  pfopd*  rcr 
gitDtiwi  oor  opiam  oE  i&e  adutfl  tMtfof  things. 

RECEIPT. 

EkffTs. 
FrotioceofrtietrfiileirdedQAfAg'difeMiif,  'jBffso^ooo^ 
PA)dvte  of  diiti6>  foirthc:  benefit  of  Ae  >       '^^fWJQ<^b 

compti^f  bi^OA<pri<vtftotf^dO    -^       J        5ooj«»* 
ValaeofjoO'ioMicrf'fchpetfe  wame*  >      .  ccx),o<»« 

drfntfafl Y  for  f He  arnav    -   -    -        >     ^ 


in*»<  .HawK      ■ 


Tottkl    ygfitfw/Xfo^ 


•■d  A 


21,875/.  '3^^47,937/.  10/. 
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Amount  of  duties  —  — 

Freight  and  charges  out  — 

Value  of  goods  annually  exported       — 
Amount  of  bullion  exported  to  China,  ^ 
and  of  the  draughts  the  faftory  there  > 
draws  annually  on  the  company         J 
The  impoft  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  ^ 
r8ugh  produce  of  the  annual  fales,  C 
fet  at  eighty -four  millions         -         J 
Bills  of  exchange  taken  from  different  7 
parts  of  India  —  S 

Annual  (lipend  to  be  paid  to  govern* } 
ment  on  account  of  Bengal    —      S 
Annual   dividend   on    the    footing  ofi 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  ann.  3 
Intereft  of  bills  beyond  what  the  com-V 
pany  receives  of  government  3 


Lhres, 

20,250,000  » 
11,250,000  b 

11,250,000  *' 
4,500,000  * 


4,200,000  e 

8f08o,ooo  ' 
9>000i0O0  s 

9,000,000  fc 
1, 1 20,000  ' 


Total    78,650/xx)  k 

If,  from  the  amount  of  the  receipt  ftated  at 
79,810,000  livrcs,  (3,4919687/.  10/.)  wc  deduft  the 
latter  fum  of  78,650,000  livres,  (3,440,937/.  10/.) 
the  furplus  of  the  receipt  will  be  1,160,000  livres, 
(50,750/.) 

This  date,  the  feveral  articles  of  wfaieh  having 
undergone  the  infpedion  of  parliament  cannot  be  call- 

''492187/.  10/. 
'  353»5«)/. 
^  49>ooo/. 


•  885,937/.  «0/.    >  492,187/.  IQA 

*»  196,875/.  •  183,750/. 

«  393*750/.  ''393750'- 

^  3»440'937'-  «o^- 

Vot.  I.  D  d 
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B  O  0 1C  ed  in  queftioni  fervcs  to  Qiew,  that  even  fuppofiog  a 
™*    .  wifer  adrn'tniftration,  both  at  home  and  in  India,  the 
proprietors  had  no  reafon  to  exped  any  advantage  be* 
^ond  the  dividend  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cen^  which 
had  been  fixed  for  them. 

BuTj  if  we  afcend  from  the  particular  intereft  of 
the  trading  company  to  confiderations  of  more  extent, 
what  refource^y  what  advantage  does  not  the  com- 
merce of  India  procure  to  the  ftate?  The  amount  of 
duties  on  the  company's  importations!  the  impoil  of 
five  per  cent,  dn  the  rough  produce  of  their  falesytthe 
ftipend  exa'&ed  by  government  on  account  of  Bengali 
form  a  tribute  df  33>450fOOO  livres  (1*463,437/.  10/.) 
paidtUH^mlfy  t0  Great  Britain  out  of  the  commerce  and 
poifeffions  of  Afia.  And  ib  long  as  the  public  trea- 
forcf  foppoTted  by  this  new  branch  of  revenuei  turns 
it  to  the  improvement  oJP  the  power  and  profperity  of 
the  Uogdoin!  t^  anrtual  mafs  of  riches  is  dill  increafed 
by  the  exports  of  the  opinpany'sroerchsndife;  by  the 
tbicgiBS  of  thei^  navigatiofit  by  die  benefit  of  the  divi- 
dend  at  eight  and  «  half  above  the  common  interefti  by 
tht  drauj^ts  the^  pay»  fince  thefe  draughts  are  the  re- 
prcfentatives  of  the  fortnnes  made  by  their  agents  in 
iheMT  fer^icet  #iid  4hk:h .  they  return  borne  to  efljo/' 
AU  cb«fe:  objeds  brought  ^<^her  conftttute  nearfy  a 
tola)  of  ^^oyoocooo  li^ma,  (79750^000^)  ciqiended  on 
thP(^mm€FC«  of  India  10  ebe  lulvaHhige  of  the  laoii 
and  manu£adures  of  England :  and  yet  thi^  rfa(D  of 
4Q»eoO«Qo04ivr^  (447!$OfiOboA)  togeihernHAi  the^her 
of  ;S3>498NOoa  ^m^^\y^^43^t:t(^:)  received  ijytki 
government^  require  no  more  than  an  export  of  if  or 
3»oOO|6oo  inlHilliofir  (about  109^000/.  6n  an  avtmgi). 
Thus.  Cfae\  p&rl^  of  the  fiate  bnd  the  kttigdott  ib« 
equally  oirichecf  by  the  produce  of^a  commerce^  whith 
by  the  good  effed  of  a  moft  extraordit^ary  maftaj^tnent, 
1^  -  ♦    .  .♦    threatens 
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threatens  with  ruin  the  very  propri^iors  who  form  it  oat  B  O  O  K 

to  their  agents. 
It  is  eafy  to  judge  from  the  iketch  jnft  given^  that 

for  a  long  timfi  they  auift  racrifi<:e  their  dividends  to 
clear  aw^y  ei|tirely  that  deficiency  of  32,000^000  iivres> 
(if400900o/.)  Avhich  has. taken  pbK^  in  thetrj  affairs  in 
Europe.  But  what  Vf'Ai  bt  attended  with  &\l\  more 
difBculty  will  be,  to  revive  in. India  the  oiiderand  oeco- 
nomy  neceffary  for  discharging  the  debt  of  45>ooo,ooO 
livres  (if968>750/.)  contraQed  there  on  the  company's 
accpuxu.  , 

Wf  muft  allpw  that  Ijhe  corruption  to  which  the 
EngliQi  have  given  t«b^felvesup  from  the  ikft  begin-^ 
^ng  of.  t))eir  powffr»  the  op{>reflion  whicb  has  fuc-^ 
ce€;d^d  it;  the  abu res! every  ^day  multiplying,  the*  entire 
loTs  ^  all  princtple;  all.t-hefe  circumftances  together 
form  a  contrail  totally difagreeing  widi  their  pad  con^* 
du&  in  I^dia,  f&tpdlih^  fjoalcotiftitutlon  of  their  govern- 
ment  in  .^^rope.  But  this  fort  of  |>robJem  in  morals 
will  be  eafily  folved,  upon  confidecitig  with  attention 
the  natural  .eff^  of  tarcusoftances  and'  events. 

Beikg.  q^w  jbecjoone  afaiblute  rulers  in  an  empire 
where  tbc;y  w^re  but  traders,  it  was  very  difficult  for 
the  E^ng)^  Ao(  to  imak^e  a  bad  nle  of  tb^ir  power.  At 
j^dtft^qe.frpKnhQtnip^.menare  no  longer  reKlrained  by 
the  fear  of  ^beiog  jaOiamed  '■  to  fee  their  countrymen.  In 
a  vyacm  cHa^atei  wher^  the  body  lofes  its  vigour^  the 
jnlnd  wuft  lo(&.i^f9^  of  ita. force.  In  a  counti-y  Where 
nat,ure  Mi  cMftom  lead  to  indulgence,  men*  are  apt  to 
be  feduced.  h  countries  wiiece  tbey  come  for  tbe^ur- 
pofe  of  growing  rich,  they  eafily.  forget  to  be  upright. 

Perhaps^  hpy'^y^i'  in  a  jGtuation  fodatigerous,  the 
£ngU(h  yvpuld  have  preferved  fome  appearance  of  mode- 
ration und  virtue,  had  they  been  checked  by  the  reftrainc 
of  the  laws:  but  tMre  were  none  to  dire£^  or  to  bind 

D  d  a  them. 
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BOOK  them.  The  regulations  made  by  the  company  for  the 
^^'  carrying  on  of  their  commerce,  did  not  apply  to  this  new 
ftate  of  things;  and  the  Englifli  government  confuiering 
the  coo^ueft  of  Bengal  but  as  a  help  towards  increafing 
numerically  the  revenue  of  Great  Britaint  gave  up  to 
the  company  for  9,0009000  Hvres  (393»7So/*)  P^r  ^^ 
num»  the  defttny  of  twelve  millions  of  people. 

Happily  for  this  portion  of  our  fellow-creatures,  a 
revolution  of  a  peaceable  nature  is  at  hand.    The 
nation  has  been  flruck  with  fuch  enormous  excefles. 
She  has  heard  the  groans  of  fuch  a  number  of  vidims 
facrificed  to  the  avarice  and  paflions  of  fome  individu- 
als.   The  parliament  is  already  employed  on  this  great 
objed.    Every  detail  of  that  adminiftration  is  under 
their  infpe&ioDf  every  fad  will  be  cleared  up,  every 
abufe  unveiledj  the  reafons  of  them  inquired  into  and 
;^\  removed.    What  a  fight  to  be  prefented  to  Europe! 
;  1  What  an  example  to  be  left  to  poflerity !  The  band 
/  of  liberty  is  going  to  weigh  thedeftiny  of  a  whole  peo- 
pie  in  the  fcak  of  juftice. 

Yes,  auguft  legiflators,  ye. will  make  good  our  ex* 
peSations  I  Ye  will  reftore  humanity  to  her  rights,  ye 
will  put  a  curb  on  avarice,  and  break  the  yoke  of  ty- 
ranny. The  authority  of  law,  which  is  not  to  be 
fltftkenj  vflW  jevery  where  take  place  of  an  adminiftntios 
pure^  arbitrary.  At  fight  of  that  authority,  the  mooo- 
pdil},  that  tyrant  over  induflry,  will  for  ever  difsppear. 
The  fetters  which  private  intereft  has  rivetled  00  com- 
merce ye.  wiU  make  to  give  way  to  general  advantage. 

YotJ  will  not  confine  yourfelves  to  this  mooieota^ 
reformation.  You  willcarry  your  views  into  futurity; 
you .  will  calculate  the  influence  of  climate,  the  danger 
of  ctrcumftancesi  the  contagion  of  example ;  and)  to 
prevent  their  effeds,  you  will  feleft  perfons  without 
connexions,  without  paiSons  to  vifit  thefe  diftant  coun- 

.    -.  trics; 
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tries ;  iffuing  from  the  bofom  of  your  metropolis,  they  B 
are  to  pafs  through  thcfe  provinces  in  order  to  hear  com- 
plaintSf  reftify  abufcs,  redrefs  injuries;  in  a  word,  to 
maintain  and  reunite  the  ties  of  order  throughout  the 
couifiry. 

Bt  the  execution  of  this  falutary  pkn,  you  wilt, 
without  doubt,  have  done  much  towards  the  happinefs 
of  thefe  people :  but  not  enough  for  your  own  honour. 
One  prejudice  you  have  ftill  to  conquer,  and  that  vido- 
ry  is  worthy  of  yourfelves.  Venture  to  put  your  new 
fubjeds  into  a  fituation  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  property. 
Portion  out  to  them  the  fields  on  which  they  were 
bom:  they  will  learn  to  cultivate  them  for  themfelves. 
Attached  to  you  by  thefe  favours,  more  than  ever  they 
were  by  fear,  they  will  pay  with  joy  the  tribute  you 
impofe  with  moderation.  They  will  inftrud  their  chiU 
dren  to  adore^  and  admire  your  government)  and  fuc- 
ceffive  generations  will  tranfmit  down  with'their  iiihe* 
ritance,  the  fentimenu  of  their  happincfd  misled  with 
that  of  their  gratitude. 

Th.^n  Chall  the  friends  of.  humanity  applaud  your 
fucceft;  they  will  incline  to  hope  they  may  once  more 
fee  profperity  revive  in  a  country  embelliibed  by  nature^ 
and  no  longer  ravaged  by  defpotifm.  It  will  be  pleafing 
to  them  to  think  that  the  ciilamities  which  ^fBidttd  thofe 
fertile  Countries  are  for  ever  renrioved  from  them.  They 
ivill  pardon  in  you  thofe  ufurpations,  which  have  been 
only  for  the  defpoiling  of  tyrants,  and  they  will  invite 
you  to  new  conquefts,  when  they  fee  the  influence  of 
your  fublime  conftitution  of  government  extending  it* 
felf  even  to  the  very  extremities  of  Afia,  to  give  birth 
to  liberty,  property  and  happinefs. 


Dd3  BOOK 


4o6  HISTORY  OP  SETTLEMWIS  ANt)  "niADE 


B    O    0    K    IV. 


V«yagety  fettUments,  wart  and  trade  of  the  French  in 

theEaft-Mm. 

HP 

^ .X  HE  ancient  Gaulsi  almofi  always  at  war  with 

Ancient      ^^^^  o^%r^  M  Qo  other  int^rfourfc  together  but  foch 
rcvolutioni  as  were  fpUa|}le  to  favage  natiohs,  whofc  watits  arc  al- 

^1^?L  ^*y*  ^^^'  Th^'*'  conhcaioiis  abroad  were  ffin  toorfe 
France.  ciTcunfiljtJfibed,  Some  navigators  from  Vanned  «i#ried 
eartb^p-^wane  to  Grcat^Brttainy  wheUe  th^y  bartered  it 
.  for  dqg5>  flaves,  pewter  and  ftirs.  Such  of  thefc  arti- 
cles as  they  could  not  dtfpafe  of  at  home,  wert  convey- 
cd  to  Marfeilles,  and  there  exchanged  for  W^^y  «offs 
and  fpice^  which  were  brbngik  thither  by  tridcri  from 
Italy  or  Greece; 

Thi$  kind  of  traffic  was  not.  carried  dit  byaiH  the 
GaqU,  It  altars  frwn  €ab&r>  account  that  tfte^Sh*- 
bitants  of  B^)gia  had  prohibited  dhe  iinponatbrf  tif  afl 
.  foreign  comfnpditief^  as  tending  to  corraipt  thcfr  moi 
rals.  They  thought  tbeir  ou^a  foil  (kilGcicntfy  it^xM 
to  anfwpr  all  their  wam$*  The  Celtic  and  Aquitiiniaii 
Gauls  were  not  fo  ftria.  T*«r  growing  paffi^  fi$r 
foreign  commodities,  which  .!thej  took!  be  f^pli^ 
with  from  the  Medlf^rrafiew^.  rbttt  which,  they  t^M 
not  afford  to  purchafe,  JAJiicedlthem  to  j^ppfy  tf}  ft  lijiid 
of  labour  which  they  had  never  thought  of  before: 
they  picked  up  all  the  gold  duft  that    was  brought 

down 
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down  with  the  fand  along  ibe  ftream  of  feretal  of  &  ^  O  K 
their  rivers.  *  _  1 

Though  the  Romans  had  neither  ft  tur;i  fpr  tradf* 
nor  held  it  in  any  kind  of  eftimatipn,  i(  ne^fsflfarily  jn- 
creafed  in  GauU  after  they  ha4  fubdued*  an4  in  £^m^ 
meafure  civilizied  it.  Sea*ports  werie  opened  n^  Arle^ji 
NarboDoe»  Bpurdeaux,  aoc)  other  pla<;es»  M^^gnificent 
roads  were  every  where  ^nade^  |be  ri^ini  :pt  whicti 
we  Aill  behold  with  aftoniibment.  £very  iifivjg^bl^ 
river  had  its  company  of  mjercb^antsj  tp  ^h§i^  CQn- 
fiderable  privilej^e^  were  granted.  Theft,  w^^  c^IM 
Nautes,  and  were  the  agents  and  fpriagfi  «f  a  genfirat 
circulation.  i      .     . 

This  rifing.  fpirit  was  chccke4  by  the;  \pT^?4&  pf  tb^ 
Franks  and  pther  barbarous  najtions ;  nor  ¥f a^  ii  r^prf^^ 
to  its  former  a^ivity^  eyep  wbe^  th^fe  rpbbfr#  hM 
eOtabliih^  theoifelyes  ip  jtbfi^  copquefts.  T<9t  tl^if  I91W 
vage  fury  fucceeded  an  unbounded  jpaiHpp  fpr  we^^h* 
to  gratify  whi(:h,  they  baid  fecpiur^  IP  ey^y  ki^  ^ 
opprcffioo-  Every  boat  t;ba|  caoie  tp  ^  jLf^wn  was  19  fj^f 
fo  much  for  entrance^  fo  iniicb.ftM*  ihft  fa)tffe«  lb^uc& 
for  the  brid{^>  fo  much  for  appcpf|«hi%  kh^  4K>re^  fo 
much  for  anchpra^e^  fo  n(iuicb  fer  UikVP  j|o«nioad«  and 
to  xnucb  fof  ihe  fio^^-^^pm^  I^nit  otnriages  AKcce  noa 
more  i$iV4>»i|:ably  ^fajtedy  mi  w^rtt  ^xfEofed  to  tiioini« 
fdfibrable  ityjranny  pf  |:u(lpna*biiMife  officers  wbo  were 
difperfed  M.  pv«r  jthe  ^c^utitfy*  Thefe  exccfles  were 
carried  fptf^r»  Ali|^  fPimettavea  thfi  goods  brouglit  to 
market  did  np(  ffl^b  filkpngh  to  pay,tbe.pvelinijmfy  ex- 
pencea.  A  total  difi:cimagt$lliient  was  the  aeceibry  cor- 
fequ^Dce  of  fuch  ^norjsiiitied. 

Cs«OTaTJIR9  £pot  bocaiyie  Ihe.ohly  placet  wb^re  'in* 
duftry  {m^aHe^,  .and  manulaAures  were  cairied  Pn. 
Tbe  moohs  wAce  igot  then  corrupted  by  iAenefs,  in- 
trigue, and  dd>anQbery«>    Ufef lal  Jaboors  filM  up  the 
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BOOK  vacancies  of  an  edifying  and  retired  life.  The  moft 
^*  .  bumble  and  robuft  of  them  (bared  the  toils  of  agricuU 
turc  with  their  fervants.  Thofc  to  whom  nature  bad 
iir.parted  lefs  ftreogth  or  more  underftanding,  applied 
themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of  the  forlorn  and  aban- 
doned arts.  AH  of  them  in  lilcnce  and  retirement,  were 
engaged  in  the  fcrvice  of  their  country,  whofe  fab- 
ftance  their  fuccefibrs  have  inceflantly  devoured  and  dif- 
turbed  its  tranquillity. 

Dagobert  rouzed  the  fpirit  of  his  countrymen  in 
the  feventh  century.  Fairs  were  opened,  to  which  the 
Saxons  flocked  with  tin,  and  lead  from  England ;  the 
Jews  with  jewels,  and  gold  or  filvcr  plate ;  the  Scla- 
vonians  with  all  the  metals  of  the  north  ;  traders  from 
Lombardy^  Provence  and  Spain,  with  the  commodities 
of  their  refpefiive  countries,  and  thofe  they  received 
from  Africa,  Egypt  and  Syria ;  and  merchants  of  every 
province  in  the  kingdom,  with  whatever  their  foil  and 
their  induftry  afforded.  Unfortunately  this  profperity 
was  of  a  (hort  duration ;  it  difappeared  under  indolent 
kings,  but  revived  under  Charlemagne. 

That  princey  who  might  without  flattery  be  rank- 
ed with  the  greateft  men  recorded  in  hiftory,  had  he 
not  been  fometimes  influenced  by  faiigutnary  fchemes 
of  conqueft,  and  fullied  with  ads  of  perfecution  and 
tyranny ;  feemed  to  fc^ilow  the  footftcps  of  Vhofe  firft 
Romans,  who  made  rural  labours  a  relaxation  firom 
the  fatigues  of  war.  He  applied  htmfelf  to  the  care 
of  his  vaft  domains^  with  that  clofenelii  and  fliill  which 
would  hardly  be  expeSed  from  the  moft  aflidoous  man 
in  a  private  ftation.  All  the  great  men  of  the  ftatc 
followed  his  example,  and  devoted  themfelves  to  huf- 
bandry,  .and  to  thofe  arts  which  attend^  or  sure  imme- 
diately conneded  with  it.  From  that  period'the  French 
had  plenty  of  their  own  f^odu^ons^  to  barttri  and 

'  ..  could 
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could  with  great  eafe  make  them  circulate  throdghout  BOOK 
the  immenre  empire,  which  was  then  fubjed  to  their       ^^' 
idcminioa. 

So  flourtfliing  a  (itaation  prefented  a  freih  allurement 
to  the  Normans  to  indulge  the  inclination  they  had  for 
piracy.  Thofe  barbarians,  accuftomed  to  feek  from 
pfuiider  that  wealth  which  their  foil  did  not  afford, 
poured  out  of  their  inhofpitable  climate  in  queil  of 
bocty.  They  fell  upon  all  the  fca-coafts,  but  mod  ea- 
gerly upon  thofe  of  France,  which  promifed  the  richeft 
harveft,  ,  The  ravages  they  committed,  the  cruelties 
they  exercifed,  the  flames  they  kindled  for  a  whole 
century  in  thofe  fertile  provinces,  cannot  be  remem- 
bered without  horror.  During  that  fatal  period,  they 
were, wholly  taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of  efcaping 
flavery  or  death.  There  was  no  communication  be- 
tween the  nations,  and  confequently  no  trade. 

In  thernean^time  the  nobles,  intruded  with  the  ad- 
miniflr^ion  of  the  provinces,  had  infenfihly  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  them,  and  had  found  means  to  make 
their  authority  hereditary.     They  had   not,    indeed, 
thrown  ofF  all  dependence  on  the  head  of  the  empire, 
but  retaining  the  modeft '  appellation  of  vaflTals,  they 
were  not  much  lefs  formidable  to  the  ftate  than  the 
king  in  the  neighbourhood  of  its  frontiers.     They  were 
confirmecf  in  their  ufurpations  at  the  memorable  aera, 
when  the  fceptre  was  removed  from  the  family  of 
Charlemagne  to  that  of  the  Capets.     From  that  time 
thcr«wasno  more  national  afiembly,  no  tribunals,  no 
laws,    no  government.     In  that   fatal    confufion   the 
fword  ufurpod  the  place  of  juflice,  and   the  free  citi- 
zens were  forced  to  embrace  fervitude,  to  purchafe  the 
protedfon  of  a  chief  who  was  able  to  defend  them. 
-    CoMMKRC£  could  uot  poffibly  thrive  under  the  fet- 
ters of  flavery,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  continual  difturb- 

ances 
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BOOK  aiiccs  occftfioacd  by  tb«  mod  cruel  antrchy.  Indtiilrj 
j^  ,  is  the  child  of  peace ;  nothing  deprefles  it  fo  much  a» 
fervitude.  Genius  languiftes  when  it  is  not  aoimtted 
by  hope  and  emulation ;  and  neither  of  thefe  can  fob* 
fift  where  there  is  no  propariy.  Notbwg  is  a  flronger 
recommcBdatioii  of  liberty^  or  more  folly  proves  the 
rights  of  mankind,  then  the  impoffibtUty  of  working 
fuccefsfiilly  to  enrich  barbarous  mafters. 

Several  of  the  kiii^  <»f  Freoce  entertained  fome 
furpiciun  of  this  important  troth ;  they  attempted  to 
abridge  the  power  of  tiiefe  petty  tyrants^  who*  hj  ruin- 
Ing  thefe  unfortunate  vaffals,  kept  up  the  calamicies  of 
the  monarchy.  St.  Lewis  was  the  firft  who  rmrodnced 
trade  into  the  fyftem  of  government.  Before  his  time 
it  was  only  the  work  of  enhance  and  circomftances.  Bt 
brought  it  under  the  regulation  <^  ftated  kws^  and  he 
himfelf  drew  up  flatutes,  which  have  ferved  as  a  mo; 
del  for  thofe  that  have  (ince  been  enaded. 

These  firft  fteps  led  the  way  to  meafurai  of  greater 
importance.  The  old  law^  which  forbad  the  exports** 
tion  of  all  produSions  of  the  kingdom,  was lliil  ki  force 
and  agriculture  was  difcpuraged  by  this  ahfurd  prohibit 
tlon.  The  wife  nionarch  removed  thefe  fatal  impedi^ 
ments ;  e^peSing*  not  without  reafoii»  that  »  free  ex* 
portaiion  wou  d  refiore  .to  the  nation  thofe  ireaforet 
which  his  imprudent  expedition  had  lavilbed. 

Some  political  events  feconded  thefe  falutery  vje vs. 
Before  the  reign  of  St.  ]btwm,  the  kinga  had  but  jev 
ports  on  the  ocean»  and  none  on  the  Medil^Mflcan; 
The  northern  coafts  were  divided  between  ihm  Coantt 
of  Flanders  and  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Norfmaody, 
and  Bretagne ;  the  reft  belonged  to  the  E^Ufli,  Thf 
fouthern  coafts  were  poQefled  by  the  Cpnnta  of  Too^ 
loufe,  and  the  Kings  of  Majorca,  Arragon,  and  Csf- 
tile.  By  this  repartition^  the  inland  provinces  ih»d  Jittif 

or 
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or  no  communicatioii  with  the  foreign  markets.     The  B  O  O  IC 
uciop  of  the  coiinty  of  Toolourt  with  the  crown  re*  ^    j^* 
moved  this  great  obftacle,  ^  iedfl  for  that  part  of  the 
French  territory. 

Philip,  the  fan  of  S.  Lewis^  defirous  of  improvtng 
this  kind  of  conqueft,  endeavoured  to  draw  to  Nifme$; 
a  city  under  his  jurifdiftioD,  part  of  the  trade  tarried 
on  at  Mootpeilier  which  belonged  tb  the  king  of  Arta- 
goii.  The  privileges  he  granted  produced  the  defired 
feffeft ;  but  it  was  fooii  found  to  be  im  ohjtGt  of  little 
cdnfequeUde^  The  Italians  fuppited  the  kingdom  with 
(pices^  perfumes,  filks,  and  all  the  rich  Auflfs  of  the 
Eaft.  The  arts  had  not  mtd^  Aich  progrefs  in  France 
w  to  afford  their  own  manufadui-ee  in  excha^ige  j  And 
the  produce  of  agrtcuhure  was  hot  fufficient  to  de* 
fra.y  fo  fiMrfiy  articles  of  luxury.  So  dear  a  confiittipi. 
tion  could  obly.  he  fupported  by  tts^f  rrtoDey,  and  ITiere 
was l)iit  little  in  tte  kirtgdom*  efpeclatty  fince  theCru* 
fede^  though.  Francae  was  ndt  fo  poor  as  moft  of  thfe 
piher  European  -nations. 

Ph}liIp«  fintiaited  its  Bel,  warfenfiHe  of  thefe  trtf  th«  j 
tefbucld  iheatMte^ii^lprot^  agricukure,  fo  as  ioutifwet 
tbfe  demands  of  focei^  importiirionl,  and  thefe  he  re-^ 
duced  by  eftoblilhiiig  new  mamifedcrres,  and  improve 
ki^  t(he  tdd  ^nea.  Under  thi»  reign  the  ni^ftry  firft 
undertook  to  guide  the  hand  of  the  'artift,  and  to  iu 
relS  his  labounJ^  Tl>e  breadth,  the  quality,  and  the 
dfiffibg  of  the  dorhs  was  fixed;  the  exportation  of 
wbd  #818  prohibited ;  which  ^e  neighboering  n&tiws 
cam^  to.  purdiafe,  in  order  to  manttfa^dure  it.  Thefe 
werettebeft  me«ifofes  that  couid  be  taken  in  thofe 
times  of  ignorance. 

Sm^^  that  period  the  arts  advanfced  in  their  progrefs 
in  proportion  to  fhe  decay  of  feudal  tyrahny.  The 
French,  howevcr>  did  not  begin  to  form  their  tajRe 

till 
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BOOK  till  the  time  of  their  ezpeditions'lnto  Italy.  They 
j^  ^  were  daz^ed  with  a  thoofand  new  obje6b  that  pre- 
fented  themfelves  at  Geaoa^  VenicCf  and  Florence.  The 
ftridnefs  obferved  by  Anne  of  Bretagne,  under  the  reigns 
of  Charles  VllL  and  Ixwis  XII.  at  firft  retrained  the 
conqiierori  from  giving  full  fcope  to  their  propeofity 
for  imitation ;  but  no  feoner  had  Francis  I.  called  up 
the  women  to  court,  no  fooner  had  Catharine  of  Me- 
dicis  crofled  the  Alps,  than  the  great  aflPefied  an  ele- 
gance unknown  before,  (ince  the  firft  foundation  of 
the  monarchy.  The  whole  nation  was  led  by  this  al- 
luring example  of  luxury,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
manufaftures  was  the  natural  confequence. 

FRgM  Henry  XL  to  Henry  IV.  the  civil  wars,  the 
unhappydivifions  of  religion,  the  ignorance  of  govern- 
ment, the  fpirit  of  finance  which  began  to  have  its  in* 
fluence  in  the  council,  the  barbarous  and  devouring 
avarice  of  men  in  bufinefs  encouraged  by  the  proteSi- 
on  they  enjoyed  ;  all  thefe  feveral  caufes  retarded  the 
progrefs  of  induftry,  but  could  never  deftroy  it.  It 
revived  with  frelh  fplendonr  under  the  frugal  admini- 
(Iration  of  Sully.  It  was  ainraft  extinguiflied  under 
thofe  of  Richelieu  and  Mazarine,  both  governed  by 
the  farmers  of  the  revetoe ;  one  wholly  taken  up  with 
his  ambition  for  empire  and  his  fpirit  of  revenge,  the 
other  with  intrigue  and  plunder. 
Firft  voy-  No  king  of  France  had  ever  fertoufly  confidered  the 
age  of  the  advantages  that  might  accrue  from  a  trade  to  Indis, 
^h'eF'V^  nor  had  the  emulation  of  the  French  been  roufed  by 
Indict.  the  luftre  which  other  nations  deriyed  from  it.  They 
confumed  more  eaftern  produ&ions  than  any  other  na- 
tion ;  they  were  as  favourably  fitualed  for  fetching  them 
from  the  firft  hand ;  and  yet  they  were  content  to  pay 
to  foreign  induftry  what  th^ir  own  might  as  well  have 

ihared. 

Some 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INIDIES.  413 

Some  merchants  of  Rouen  had  ventured,  indeed,  in  B  O  a& 

IV 

1535,  upon  a  fmall  armament;  but  Genonville,  who  * 

commanded  the  expedition,  met  with  violent  ftorms  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  caft  upon  unknown  lands, 
and  with  much  difficulty  got  back  to  Europe. 

In  1601  a  fociety  formed  in  Bretagne  fitted  out  two 
(hips,  to  endeavour  to  get  a  (bare,  if  poifible,  of  the 
riches  of  the  Eaft,  which  the  Portuguefe,  the  Englifh, 
and  the  Dutch,  were  contending  for.  Pyrard,  who 
commanded  thefe  (hips,  arrived  at  the  Maldivia  iilan^s, 
and  did  not  return  to  his  own  country  till  after  an  ^n* 
fortunate  navigation  of  ten  years. 

A  NEvi^trompany,  headed  by  one  Girard,  a  native  of 
Flanders^  fitted  out  fome  (hips  from  Normandy  for  the 
iiland  of  Java,  in  161 6  and  16 19.  They  returned  with 
cargoes  fufficient  to  defray  the  adventurers,  but  not 
enough  to  encourage  them  to  any  frefh  undertakings. 

Captain  Reginon,upon  the  expiration  of  this  fruit- 
iefs  grant  in  16339  prevailed  upon  fome  merchants  of 
Dieppe  two  years  after,  to  enter  upon  a  track  which 
might  be  produdive  of  great  riches,  if  properly  pur- 
sued. Fortune  baffled  the  endeavours  of  the  new  ad- 
venturers. The  only  advantage  gained  by  ihefe  re- 
peated expeditions  was  the  high  opinion  that  was  con- 
ceived of  the  iiland  of  Madagafcar,  difcovered  by  the 
Portuguefe  in  i  $06. 

This  gave  rife  to  a  company  in  1642,  which  was  to 
make  a  cOnfiderable  fettlement  on  that  ifland,  to  fecure 
to  their  (hips  the  neceflary  helps  for  failing  further. 

Upoijr  a  furvey  of  the  iiland^  it  was  found  to  be  fitu-  Settlement 
ated  along  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa ;  that  it  was  three  ^  ^^ 
hundred  and  thirty*fix  leagues  long,  and  one  hundred  Madagaf- 
and  twenty  broad  in  in  the  wideft  part,  and  about  eight  car.    De- 
hundred  in  circumference.    By  whatever  wind  a  fliip  |^"f  Ji^^!^ 
is  brought  there,  nothing  but  dreary  and  barren  fands 

arc 
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B  O  OK  are  to  be  feen;  but  at  a  greater diitance from  thefl[i6re 
j^  .  the  foU  is  focaetim^  bl^k»  fometimes  r^dilh,  moftiy 
fruitful^  aiid  every  where  watered  by  a  great  number 
pf  rivef»«  Vegetation  is  here  very  quickj  and  reqeircj 
little  labour;  nature  produces  rice,  potatoes,  bananas, 
pine-fipp)^»  indigo,  b^np,  cotton^  CSk,  (ugar,  palm- 
trees,  €OCoa»tree»,  pr^nge^tr/ees,  gum*trees,  and  wopdl 
At  fof  building,  and  for  every  art.  The  paftores  axe 
facellent*  and  are  covered  with^oxen  of  .the  Urgeft  kind, 
and  Cboep  oMdly  r^^iembiiog  tfaofe  of  Baiiiary. 

THJ&ifland  of  Madagafcar  is  divided  indo  a  great 
many  provtnces ;  each  .of  them  has  a  chief  cdkd  Dian» 
whidi  anrwers  to  the  word  Lord.  AU  the  enTigns  of  his 
dignity  ace. jbU A^esand  his  flecks;  His  place  is  here* 
diiary,  bttf,  in  deffultof  heirs,  k  develaesupon  theoM- 
eft  of  his,de)^tes.  His  council  tsjcompoTedt  of  fome 
of  fuch  magilU^tes  as  he  makes  choice  of>  ajnd  the  reft, 
which  is  the  gr/eateftnttmbcr,  r^fide;  in  theyrllages  to 
preferve  peaQe^.afid  adnuntfto*  jufttce.  He  can  neither 
declare  war.  without- their  oosifpftt,  .nor  fupport  it  with- 
out the  voluntary  xooiribvtioiis  and  adualafpAiindeof 
his  people.  « 

Suctf  is  ihe.genemllbrmo£  gov^onielit  in  theifland ; 

ihe  province  of  Anofli  alone  diffmfrom  it,  having  been 

pofleiTcd  by  .the  Arabs  for  feveral  ceatttriea  paft.  Though 

few  in  number,,  they  foon  became  the  ftroogeft^  and  di*- 

vidtd  the  country  into  twenty^-tiwo  diftrids^  each'  of 

which  had  a  nuder  of  their  own  4iation^  ^  whom  they 

gaVe  Ifhe  tiame  of  Boandrtan,qr  defcendant  of  Abraham. 

Thcfe  petty  ibvetvigns  are  contioually  at  war  with  each 

other,  butniever  fail  to  unite -againft  4he  other  princes 

of  Madagaicar,  who  hold  them  indeteftation,  as  .beiag' 

foreigners  and  ufurpecs.    This  is  of  all  the  ifland'  that 

pan  which  is  the  moft  deftitute  of  morals, .a£tivxty,rhf 

duftry  and  bravery,  becaufe  it -is  .the  only  que  wber^ 

there  is  no  liberty. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  French  fettled  at  Fort  Dauphin  in  the  BOOR 
conntry  of  Anofli»  have  lately  in  their  elcur(ions  dif« 
covered  a  new  race  of  men,  called  K  tntos,  the  talteft  of 
whom  are  not  above  four  feet  high.  They  inhabit  about 
forty  villages  in  the  interior  parts,  on  the  north-weft  fide 
of  the  ifland.  They  are  faid  to  be  more  mifchievous  than 
their  neighbours,  and,  what  appears  very  extraordinary, 
not  fe  cowardly.  They  never  ftir  out  of  their  moun- 
tains, nor  fuflFer  anyone  to  penetrate  into  them. 

The  other  inhabitants  of  Madagafcar  are  tail,  nimble, 
and  of  a  haughty  countenance.  They  w|(i  maik  a  deep 
defign,  or  a  ftrong  paiCon  under  a  fmiling  face,  as  art- 
fully as  any  knave  in  a  civilized  nation.  They  are  igno- 
ratit  of  the  origin  of  thehr  laws,  but  obferve  them  with 
great  uniformity.  The  old  men,  who  are  intruded  with 
the  care  cf  enforcing  them,  never  take  any  fee  for  the 
trial  of  a  criminal,  and  think  themfelves  fufficiently  re- 
warded if  they  can  rid  their  country  of  a  malefador. 
In  civil  caufes  the  parties  bring  them  fo  many  head  of 
cattle,  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  aflFair. 

The  offence  that  is  mod  frequently  brought  before 
thefe  magiftrates  is  theft.  Though  it  is  cuftomary  to  bore 
the  hand  of  the  thief,  thefe  people  have  a  univerfal  pro- 
penfity  to  robbery.  The  inhabitants,  ever  afraid  for 
their  property,  live  in  continual  miflruft  of  each  other. 
For  their  mutual  fecurity  they  feal  their  engagements 
with  the  ntoft  folemn  oaths.  They  are  fo  accufiomed 
to  thefe  fM^malitFes,  that  they  pradife  them  even  when 
they^TMt  with  Europeans.  On  th^fe  important  occafi* 
cms,  he  who  reprefents  the  nation  puts  into  a  veflel  fill- 
ed with  brandy,  gold,  filver,  gun-fiint,  if  poflible  fome 
of  theduft  of  the  tomb  of  his  anceftors,  and  frequently 
blood,  vi^hich,  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient  Scythi- 
ans, the  parties  draw  out  of  their  arms  by  incifion.  Dur< 
ing  thefe  preparatives,  their  weapons  are  laid  on  the 
ground  in  the  form  of  a  cirofs.  Soon  after,  both  par- 
tics 
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BOOK  ties  pick  thciii  up,  and  hold  them  with  the  point  in  the 
^^*       cup,  conftantly  ftirring  the  contents  till  the  agreement 
is  made.     Then  the  contraQing  parties,  the  witntffes, 
and  the  fpe&ators,  all  drink  out  of  the  cup  till  it  is 
empty,  after  which  they  embrace  and  withdraw. 

Religious  principles  are  no  check  upon  the  people 
of  Madagafcar.  Though  in  general  they  admit  the 
prevailing  do&rine  of  the  two  principles,  they  have  but 
a  confufed  notion  of  it,  nor  have  they  any  worfhip  what- 
ever. Notwithftanding  this  indifference,  they  are  ad- 
dicted to  every  kind  of  fuperflition.  In  their  uocouth 
notions  of  aftrology  they  fee  nothing,  nor  imagine  any 
thingy  but  what  they  conned  with  futurity. 

The  moft  dangerous  of  all  their  prejudices  is,  doubt- 
lefs,  the  diftindion  between  lucky  and  unlucky  days. 
They  inhumanly  put  to  death  all  children  born  under 
the  unlucky  day.  This  deftru£live  principle  is  one  caufe 
among  many  others  which  prevents  the  population  of 
this  country. 

Those  who  do  not  fall  vi&ims  to  this  cruel  fuperdi- 
tion  are  circumcifed  at  the  age  of  two  years^ or  twen- 
ty-four moons,  as  they  exprefs  it.  The  ceremony  is 
performed  with  all  pofTible  iblemnity.  While  the  ope- 
ration is  performing,  one  of  the  child's  parents  hole's  a 
cup  under  the  facred  knife;  and  the  mod  di(lingui(htd 
of  the  uncles  fwallows  the  part  of  the  prepuce  that  has 
been  cut  ofF.  The  reft  of  the  family,  and  the  by-ftand- 
ers,  dip  a  finger  into  the  blood,  and  tafte  it.  Thjefe  fio' 
gular  myfteries  are  concluded  with  feftivityy  dancingi 
and  pleafures  of  all  kinds. 

The  people  of  Madagafcar  never  receive  any  kind  of 
'  education,  and  marry  as  foon  as  they  attain  to  the  Aate  of 
manhood.  A  man  of  the  lower  fort,  even  a  flave,  takes 
as  many  wives  as  he  pleafes,  or  as  many  as  be  can  find. 
The  better  fort  have  but  one  lawful  wife,  but,  in  order  to 
vary  their  pleafures,  they  keep  concubines.  Thejr  all  put 

away 
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away  their  wives  whenever  theydiflik€thcm»and  both  par- B  O  OK 
ties  are  at  full  liberty  to  marry  again,  or  to  remain  fingle.  ' 

The  people  of  Madagafcar  lead  an  idle  and  dilToIute 
life,  and  feldom  arrive  at  old  age.  An  unwhotefome 
climate,  bad  food,  conftant  debauchery,  the  want  of 
proper  afliftance,  togethier  with  other  caufes,  concur  to 
haften  their  end.  When  a  man  dies,  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood  is  apprized  of  it.  by  lamentations,  •  exprefled 
in  aninceftant  mournful  finging.  The  relations  meet, 
and  partake  of  the  moftprofufe  entertainments,  whilft 
the  moft  afFeftionate'of  the  flaves  keeps  aflcing  the  dc- 
ceafed,  *<  What  could  induce  him  to  quit  all  that  was 
**  dear  to  Kim.'*  After  eight  days  the  corpfe  is  burled 
with  hi&choiceft  jewels ;. nor  is  he  then  forgot ten/The 
refpeft  for  anceftors  is  incredible  in  thofe  barbarous  re- 
gions. It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  itien  of  all  ages 
go  and  weep  over  the  tombs  of  their  fathers,  and  aflc 
their  advice  in  the  moft  important  occurrences  pfljfe. 

The  common  food  of  the  inhabitants  :of  Madagafcar 
Is  rice,  which  multiplies  a  hundred  fold^  in  fpiie  of  tbfi 
worft  of  culture.'  Their  drink  is  a  kind  of  iTiead|  an4 
wine  made '.  with"  fugar  and  banana.  Their  greateil 
finery  is  a  piece  of  cloth  over  their  fhoulders^  and|  ano- 
ther round  their  waift. 

Madag AscAii  had  been  vifited  by  the  Portuguefc, 
the  Dutch,  and  the  Englifli,  who  had  clefpiled  it, 
finding  none  of  thofe  objeSs  which  brought  them  to  the 
Eaft.  The  French,  who  feenied  to  have  no  determi- 
nate  objeQ  in, view,  fpent  that  capital  they  had  referved 
for  the  pqrpofe  of  trade,  in  fubdulng  the  iflartd.  They 
fouiid  (oriie  gold  fcattercd  in  one  corner  of  the  ifland, 
ani  direftly  concluded  their  mud  be  gold  mines,  never 
fufpcSing  that  it  might  have  been  brought  thither  by 
the  Arabs.  They  were  punilhed  for  their  greedinefs 
by  the  lofs  of  their  whole  ftock.  At  the  expiration  of 
their  grant  they  had  nothing  left  but  a  few  tenements. 

Vol.  L  £  c  fituatcd 
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•  ^  *>  ^  fituated  in  five  or  fix  difftrttit  parts  of  the  coaft  built  of 
boards  covered  with  leaves>  furrounded  with  flakes,  and 
decorated  with  the  poitipotis  name  of  forts,  becaufc 
they  mounted  a  few  bad  pieces  of  cannon.  Their  de- 
fenders were  redoced  to.aboat  a  hundred  robbers,  whd, 
by  their  cruehies,  daily  increafed  the  hatred  conceived 
againft  their  nation.      The  whole  of  their  conquefts 
amounted  to  a  few  fmall  diftdias,  forfaken  by  the  natives, 
and  fome  few  larger  cantons,  from  whence  they  forci- 
bly extorted  a  tribute  of  providons. 

Marshal  de  la  Meilleraie  feized  upon  thefe  ruins, 
and  cpDteived  the  projed  of  reftoring  this  ilKconduded 
tiUdtrtaking  for  hi^  own  private  emolument.  His  fuc- 
cefs  was  fo  indiDTerent,  that  his  property  fold  but  for 
16,000  livres  (875/.)  which  was  full  as  much  as  it  was 
Worth, 
"    At  latl,  iii  1 664,  Colbert  prefcnted  to  Lewis  XIV.  a 

i>linfbf' an  £ad  India  company.    Agrtcuhufe  was  then 
if  &ouri(hing  in  France,  ^  and  induJdry  fo  briik,  that 
iftAs  bfavich.of  commerce  feemed  to  be  needled.     The 
'fti^nlfter  was  pf  a  differein't  opinion;. he  forefaw  that 
Hh'e"0tW' European  nations  would  follow  his  example, 
'iitii  ttl  up  manufaQ'ures  of  their  own,  and  would  have 
their  Eaftern  connexions  befides.    This' was  coniidered 
"as  9^  Very  peep  thought,  and  an  Eaft  India  Compaoy 
S^as  accordingly  created,  veiled  with  ail  ttie  privileges 
crijbyed  bv  the  Dutch  Eatt  India  Company.  They  even 
went  further.     Colbert,  conCdering  that  in  order  tp 
catty;  bn  great  comnlercial  undertaVmis  there  muft  al- 
Vay$  be  a  certalfi' confidence  in  republics,  which  tao- 
tiOt  he  expeded  in  monarchies,  had  r^^qourfe  to  eveqr 
ifeipeiiint  that  could  produce  it. 
'   TttE  charter  was  granted  for  fifty  years.,   that  thp 
totnpany  might  be  Encouraged  to  forpa  §f:e^^lottlem^iU5f 
With  a  ^fofpefi  of  reaping  jbe.fruits  pf  ihem.,, 

f  ....  «         .  ^ 
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AtL  (breignert  adirancifig  ao^ooo  livres,    (875/.)  B  O  O  IC 
were  to  be  ckfemed  Freiichinen>  without  being  natura-  ^   j^l 

On  the  like  termsy  officers^  whatever  corps  they 
belonged  io,  vrett  exicikfed  from  refideiice>  withoat  for** 
feitingtfae  rights  of  tbcir  poft,  or  their  pay. 

Whatever  was  wahtjcd  for  the  buildiflg,  arming 
or  vidtialling  of  the  fliips,  was  to  be  entered  duty  fret, 
and  be  excufed  atl  duties  to  the  adkniralty. 

The  govertmient  engaged  to  pay  fifty  Kvres  (2/.  3/. 
9^.)  per  ton  for  aU  goods  exported  from  France  to  In- 
dia^  and  fevenryifive  livrcs  (3/.  5^  fd.  fi)  for  every  ton 
imported  frotn  tbeoce. 

The  gaveminefit  entered  into  engagegients  to  con- 
voy their  outward  and  homeward  bound  (hips«  with  as 
ftrofig  a  fquadrofi  as  exigencies  (houid  require.  - 

TsiE  reigning  pai&on  of  the  nation  was  made  fob^ 
fervient  to  thb  eftabiifliment  Spedai  honouts  and 
hereditary  titles  were  promifed  to  fuch  as  iibodd  dtftiit- 
guifii  thmrfelves  in  the  ferWte  of  the  company. 

As  trade  was  yet  in  its  infancy  in  France^  and  was 
unabtetD  furnifli  the  fifteen  millions  (above  656,^00/.) 
that  were  to  c«oftitut«  the  ftock  of  the  new  fociety^  the 
miniftry  engaged  to  lend  as  far  as  three  millions. 
<  13 1 1250/.)  Thenoblesi  the  magiftrates,  all  orders  of 
tnen  were  invited  to  fliarfe  the  reft.  The  nation^  proud 
to  pledb  their  king,  who  had  not  yet  cni&ed  them 
with  the  weight  of  his  faifc  greatncfs,  came  into  the 
propofjEd .  with  great;  eagerpefs. 

The  perfifting  in  the  rcfolution  of  forming  a  fettle- 
mem  at  Msid^afcar  deprived  the  company  of  the  be- 
nefit of  rthfe  firft  voyage.  They  were  at  length  obliged 
to  reHsqutih  diat  iiObnd^  whofe  iavage  and  nnconquera- 
-blc  inhabitants  coiiH  not  he  reconciled  either  to  the 
commbditics,  theworfhipi  or  the  manners  of  Europe. 

E  e  a  At 
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At  that  period  it  was,  that  the  company's  (hips  be- 
gan to  fail  direSly  to  India.  By  the  intrigtes  of  Mar- 
cara,  a  native  of  Ifpahan,  but  in  the  French  fervice, 
they  obtained  leave  to  eflabliih  fadories  on  feveral 
places  on  the  coaft  of  the  peoininla.  They  even  attempt- 
ed to  fecure  a  fliareof  the  Japan  trade.  Colbert  offered 
to  fend  none  but  proteftants,  but  by  the  artifices  of  the 
Dutch,  the  French  were  denied  an  entrance  into  that 
empire,  as  the  Engliih  had  been  before. 
<p.  StJRAT  had  been  pitched  upon  for  the  center  of  all 

French  the  bufinefs  which  the  company  was  to  carry  on  in 
make  Su-  ^y^^f^  parts.  It  was  from  that  capital  of  Guzarat  that 
ter  o/their  »ll  orders  were  to  be  ifliied  out  for  the  fubakern  fettle- 
trade.  Ac-  ments.    There  all  goods  deftined  for  Europe  were  to  be 

thil"ft/     brought.       . 

mouscity,      GuzARAT  forms  a.pentnfula  between  the  Indus  an^ 
and  of  the  .vMalabar.  It  is  about  one.  hundred  and  fixty  miles  in 
g^^^JU^J'*^  length,  and  much  the  fame  in  breadth.  It  is  fcparated 
in  which  it  from  the  kingdom  of  Agr'a^l^  the  mountains  of  Marva. 
is  fituated.  jj  ^ains  there  inceflfantly  from  June  to  September ;  at 
all  other  limes,  fcarce  a  cloud  is  to  be  feen.  The  bum- 
ing  heat  of  the  fun,  however,  is  happily  tempered  by 
refreihing  dews,  which  cool  the  air  and  moiften  the 
ground..    The  richnefs  of  a  foil  abounding  in  com,  rice, 
fugar,  cotton,  cattle,  game,  fruits  of  all  kinds  in  an  un- 
interrupted fuccelTion,  added  to  variety  of  important 
imanufafiures,  was  fufScient  for  the  happineis  of  the 
•inhabitants ;  when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  cen- 
tury, ftrangers  came  and  introduced  new  branches  of 
induftry  among,  them. 

Some  PerCans,  who  were  perfecuted  for  their  opi- 
nions by  the  Saracens  their  conquerors,  took  refuge  io 
the  ifle  of  Ormus,  whence  tfa^y  failed  ibme  time  after 
for  India,^  and  landed  at  Diu..  In  this  afylum  they  con- 
tinued but  nineteen  years,  and  then  embarked  again. 

They 
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They  were  driven  by  the  winds  upon  a  pleafant  fliorc  BOOK 
between  Daman  and  Bacaim.  The  prince  who  govern- 
ed that  country^  confented  to  admit  them  among  his 
fubjeds,  on  condition  that  they  (hould  reveal  the  myf- 
teries  of  their  belief*  that  they  (hould  lay  down  their 
arms,  that  they  (hould  fpeak  the  Indian  language,  that 
their  women  (hould  go  abroad  unveiled,  and  that  they 
(hould  celebrate  their  nuptials  at  the  clofe  of  the  even- 
ing, according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country.  As  thefc 
(lipulations  contained  nothing  repugnant  to  their  reli- 
gious notions,  the  people  who  fled  there  for  proteSion 
agreed  to  them.  A  piece  of  ground  was  allotted  them, 
where  they  built  a  town,  whence  they  foon  fpread  far- 
ther up  the  country. 

A  HAPPY  neceffity  had  made  them  contraft  a  habit 
of  labour,  fo  that  both  the  lands  and  the  manufadures 
profpered  in  their  hands.  They  were  fo  wife  as  not  to 
interfere  with  government  or  war,  and  enjoyed  pro- 
found tranquillity  in  the  midft  of  all  the  revolutions  that 
happened  from  time  to  time.  In  confequence  of  this 
circumfpedion,  and  of  the  affluence  in  which  they 
lived,  they  multiplied  very  faft.  They  always  remained 
a  feparate  people,  diftinguKhed  by  the  name  of  Pards, 
never  intermarrying  with  the  Indians,  and  adhering  to 
the  principles  which  had  occa(ioned  their  banifhment. 
Their  tenets  were  thofe  of  Zoroafter,  fomewhat  altered 
by  time,  ignorance,  and  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  priefts. 

Thx  profperityof  Guzarat,  partly  owing  to  the  ex- 
iled Per(ians,  excited  the  ambition  of  two  formidable 
powers.  Whilft  the  Portuguefe  annoyed  it  by  the  fea 
fide  by  the  ravages  they  commited,  by  the  viSories 
they  gained,  and  by  the  conqueft  of  Diu  juftly  efteemed 
the  bulwark  of  the  kingdom;  the  Moguls,  already 
mailers  of  the  north  of  India,  and  eager  to  advance 
towards  the  fouthern  parts  where  trade  and  riches  were 
to  be  found,  threatened  it  from  the  continent. 

£e  3  Bapur 
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*  Hi?  ^  Bapur,  a  Pauo  by  burtb,  who  thea  reigned  wcr 
Gu^araty  faw  how  impoffible  it  would  be  for  him  at 
once  to  withftand  two  (uch  enemiesy  both  bent  upon 
his  deftruAioc.  He  thought  he  had  lefs  to  dear  from  a 
people  whofe  farces  were  parted  from  ibeir  dooumon^ 
by  iromenfe  feasy  than  from,  a  nation  6riiily  fettled  oa 
the  frontiers  of  his  provinces*  This  confideratioo  made 
bim  determine  to  be  friends  with  the  Portuguefe.  The 
cooceflions  he  made  them  tven  induced  theia  to  join 
with  him  againfi  Akebar,  whofe  adivity  and  courage 
they  dreaded  little  lefs  than  himfelf. 

This  alliance  difconcerted  men  who  thought  they 
bad  only  Indians  to  deal  with.    They  could  not  think 
of  engaging  with  Europeans,  who  were  reputed  in- 
vincible.    The  natiresy  not  yet  recovered  firom  the 
conftemation  Into  which  thefe.  conquerors  had  thrown 
tbeoif  reprefented  them  to  the  Mogul  foldiers,  as  men 
come  down  from  heaven,  or  rifen  from  the  waters>  of 
a  fpccies  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  Afiatics,  and  far  far* 
pafling  them  in  valour,  genius  and  knowledge.     The 
army  feized  with  a  panic,  was  urging  the  generals  tQ 
march  back  to  Delhi,  wh^  Akebar,  convinced  that  a 
prince  who  undertakes  a  gr^at  conqueft  muft  command 
his  own  troopsj  hafleaed  to  bis  camp.    He  did  liot  he- 
fitate  to  promife  his  troops  that  they  (hould  beat  a  peo- 
ple enervated  by  luxury^  riches,   pleafures,  and  (be 
beat  of  the  climate;  and  that  the  glory  of  purgbg 
Afia  of  that  handful  of  banditti  was  referved  for  them. 
The  army,  in  frelh  fpirits,  applauded  the  emperor  and 
marched  on  with  confidence.     They  (bon  cam^  to  an 
engagement;  the  Portuguefe*  il!  fecooded.  by  their  al- 
lies, were  furrounded  and  cut  to  pieces.  Badur  fled,,  and 
difappcared  for  ever.    All  the  cities  of  Guzarat  haften- 
ed  to  open  their  gates  to  the  conqueror.  This  fine  king- 
dom in  I  ;6^,  became  a  proving  of  tbat  vaft  empire 
which  was  fooa  to.  invade  alf  Indo&ao. 

Under 
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Under  the  Mogul  govennnent,  which  was  then  in  B  O  Q  K 
its  full  glory>  Guzarat  enjoyed  more  tranquillity  th9n 
before.  The  manufadures  were  multiplied  a(  Cam* 
baya,  Amabadat*  Broitfchiai  and  feveral  other  places* 
New  ones  were  fet  up  in  thofe  towns  which  were  yet 
unacquainted  with  this  induflry.  The  culture  of  lands 
was  improved^  and  their  produ£lions  increafed.  -That 
part  of  Malabar  which  borders  upon  Guzarat»  long 
fince  tired  of  th^e  impoHtions  of  the  Portuguefei  brought 
their  ]inen  cloths  thither.  I'be  goods  manufadured 
on  the  banks  of  the  Indus  were  likewife  fent  to  this 
country,  as  they  could  not  conveniently  be  conveyed 
down  the  river,  as  the  dream  is  too  rapid  above  to  land 
them,  and  below,  the  waters  difcharge  into  the  fea  by 
fo  many  dreams,  that  they  are  in  ^a  manner  loft  in  the 
fands. 

All  thefe  riches  centered  at  $urat,  which  {lands  on 
the  river  Tapta,  a  few  miles  from  the  ocean.  This  city 
was  indebted  for  this  advantage  to  a  fort,  which  pro- 
te3ed  the  merchants,  and  to  its  harbour,  the  beft  on 
that  coaft,  though  not  an  excellent  one.  The  Moguls, 
who  had  then  no  other  maritime  town,  drew  all  their 
articles  of  luxury  from  thence,  and  the  Europeans  who 
had  not  yet  any  of  the  great  fettlements  they  have  fince 
made  at  Bengal  and  on  the  coa(l  of  Corotpand^l, 
bought  mod  of  their  Indian  cQmmodiries  at  that  place. 
They  were  all  colleSed  there,  as  the  people  of  Surat 
had  taken  care  to  procure  a  navy  fuperior  to  that  of 
their  reighbours. 

Their  fliips,  which  lafted  for  ages,  were  for  the 
mod  part  pf  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  tons  bur- 
then. They  were  built  of  a  very  ftrong  wood  called 
Teak.  Far  frpm  launching  them  with  a  cofijy  appa- 
ratus and  complicated  engines,  .they  let  in  the  tide  into 
the  dock,  and  it  fet  them  afloat.  The  cordage ,  was 
made  of  the  barkpf  the  cocoa-tree;  they  were  rough- 
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B  O  O  K  cr  and  lefs  pliable  than  ours,  but  at  leaft  as  folid.  Their 
cotton  fails  were  neither  fo  ftrong  nor  fo  lading  as  our 
hempen  ones,  but  more  pliable  and   lefs  apt  to  fpVu* 
Inftead  of  pitchy  they  made  ufe  of  the  gum  of  a  tree 
called  Damar,  which  is,  perhaps,  better.     The  fkitl 
of  their  officers,  though  but  moderate,  was  fufficicnt 
for  thofe  feas  and  thofe  feafons  in  which  they  failed.  As 
to  their  faildrs,  called  Lafcars,  the  Europeans  have 
found  them  good  ones  for  their  voyages  from  one  part 
of  India  to  another.     They  have  even  been  employed 
fucccfsfully  in.  bripgirtg  home  into  our  ftormy  latitudes 
fuch  (hips  as 'had  Idft  their  crew. 

So  many  united 'Jidvantages  had  brought  toSurata 
great  concourfe  of  Mbgu^,  Indians,  Perfians,  Arabs, 
Armenian^i  Jews  and  Europeans.  We  hardly  fufpefted 
that  there  was  fuch  a  thing  as  commercial  principles, 
and  they  were  already  known  and  praflicedin  this  part 
of  Afia,  The  value  of  money  was  very  low,  and  it  was 
eaiily  obtained;  and  bills  of  exchange  might  be  had  for 
every  market  in  India.  Infurances  for  the  inoft  diikmt 
navigations  were  much  in  vogue.  Such  was  the  honefty 
of  thcfe  traders,  that  bags  of  money  ticketed  and  feaW 
by  the  bankers  would  ciitulate  for  years,  without  ever 
being  counted  or  weighed.  Fortunes  were  proportionable 
to  the  eafe  with  which  they  were  to  be  acquired  by 
induftry.  Thofeof  five  or  fix  millions  (about  240,000/. 
on  an  average.)  were  not  uncommon,  and  fome  were 
even  more  confiderable. 

These  fortunes  were  moftly  pofleffed  by  the  Ba- 
nians, a  fetof  traders  who  were  noted  for  their  honeflj. 
A  few  moments  were  enough  for  them  to  tranfaS  the 
moft  important  bufinefs.  In  the  moft  intricate  difcuf- 
fions,  they  prcferved  an  cvennefs  of  temper  and  a  po- 
.  litenefs  which  can  hardly  be  conceived. 

Their  children,  who  afifted  at  all  bargains,  were 
early  trained  up  to  this  gqntlenefs  of  manners.    Scarce 

bad 
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had  they  a  dawning  of  reafon,  but  they  were  initiated  BOOK 
into  all  the  myfleries  of  trade.  It  was  a  common  thing 
to  fee  a  child  of  ten  or  twelve  years  oldy  able  to  fupply 
his  father's  place.  What  a  contraft,  what  a  diftance 
between  this  and  the  education  of  our  children  ;  and 
yet,  what  a  difference  between  the  attainments  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  progrefs  of  our  knowledge  I 

Such  of  the  Banians  as  had  Abyflinian  {laves,  and 
very  few  of  thefe  good  natured  men  had  any,  treated 
them  with  fuch  humanity  as  muft  appear  very  (ingu- 
lar  to  us.  They  brought  them  up  as  if  they  had  been 
of  their  own  family,  trained  them  to  bufinefs,  advanced 
them  money  to  enable  them  to  trade  for  themfelves, 
and  not  only  fuffered  them  to  enjoy  the  profits,  but 
even  allowed  them  to  difpofe  of  them  in  favour  of 
their  defccndents  if  they  had  any. 

The  expences  of  the  Banians  were  not  proportioned 
to  their  fortunes.  As  they  were  retrained  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  religion  from  eating  meat  or  drinking 
ftrong  liquors,  they  lived  upon  fruits,  and  a  few  plain 
difhes.  They  never  departed  from  this  frugality  but 
upon  the  fettlementof  their  children.  On  this  iingic 
occafion,  no  coft  was  fpared  for  the  entertainment,  or 
for  the  mufic,  dancing  and  fireworks.  Their  whole 
ambition  was  to  tell  how  much  the  wedding  had  coft. 
Sometimes  it  amounted  to  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 

(i3»i25/.) 

Thbir  very  women  had  a  tafte  for  this  fimplicity 
of  manners.  All  their  glory  confided  in  pleafing  their 
huibands.  Perhaps,  the  great  veneration  in  which 
they  held  the  nuptial  tie  arofe  from  the  cuftom  of  en- 
gaging them  in  their  earlieft  infancy.  That  fentiment 
was  in  their  opinion  the  moil  facred  part  of  religion. 
Never  did  they  allow  themfelves  the  leaft  converfation 
with  firangers.  Lefs  referve  ivould  not  have  fatisfied 
their  hufbands^  who  could  not  hear^  without  aftonifli- 

ment. 
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BOOK  menty  of  the  familiarity  that  prevailed  between  the  two 
fexes  in  Europe.  When  they  were  told  that  tVis  free- 
dom was  attended  with  no  ill  confequence^  they  were 
not  convinced^  but  (hook  their  heads>  and  anfweredby 
one  of  their  proverbs^  which  (ignifies,  That  if  you  brinf 
butter  too  near  the  fire  y  you  can  hardly  keep  it  from  melting* 

Excepting  the  Moguls^  who  were  in  poflfeflltonof 
all  places  under  the  govtrnment^  who  were  very  extra- 
vagant in  their  (tables,  their  baths  and  their  feragliosi 
and  ran  into  every  kind  of  indulgence  to  drown  the 
fenfeof  the  defpotifm  under  which  they  livedy  all  the 
merchants  of  Surat  conformed  to  the  frugality  of  the  Ba- 
nians»  as  far  as  the  difference  of  religion  would  admit. 
Their  greateftcxpence  was  the  decorating  of  their  houfea. 

These  were  contrived  in  the  beft  manner  to  guard 
againft  the  heat  of  the  climate.  The  outiide  walls  were 
covered  with  beautiful  wainfcoting^  and  the  infide  ones 
inlaid  with  porcelain.  The  panes  of  their  windows  were 
of  (hell  or  mother  of  pearl,  which  tempered  the  glare 
of  the  fun  without  too  much  obftru3ing  the  light.  The 
apartments  were  prettily  difpofed  and  furnifhed,  fuita- 
bly  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  country  ;  and  in  one  of  the 
rooms  was  a  fountain  of  water,  fpouting  up  from  a  mar- 
ble bafon,  whofe  gentle  murmurs  invited  the  company 
to  foft  (lumbers. 

During  their  repofe,  the  common  indulgence  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Surat  was  to  firetch  themfelves  up- 
on a  fopha,  where  they  were  rubbed  by  men  of  fingo- 
lar  dexterity,  or  rather  kneaded  like  dough.  The  ne- 
cedity  of  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  fluids,  too 
often  retarded  by  the  heat  of  the  climate,  firft  fuggcft- 
ed  the  notion  of  this  operation,  which  affords  them  an 
infinite  variety  of  delightful  fenfations.  They  fall  into 
fuch  a  tender  (late  of  langour,  that  they  fomettmes  al- 
moft  faint  away.  This  cuftom  was  faid  to  be  brought  to 
the  Indies  from  China }  and  fome  epigrams  of  Mar- 
tial 
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tial  and  declamaoons  of  Seneca,  feem  to  hint  that  it  B  O  o  K 

■  •  IV 

was  not  unknown  to  the  Romans  ^at  the  time  when 

* 

they  refined  upon  every  pleafure,  as  the  tyrants  who  en- 
ilaved  thofe  maflers  of  the  world  afterwards  refined  up«- 
on  every  torture. 

They  had  another  fpecies  of  pleafure  at  Surat,  which, 
perhaps,  our  effeminacy  would  have  envied  them  (lilt 
more,  and  this  was  their  female  dancers  whom  the  Eura> 
peans  call  Balliaderes,  a  name  given  tijem  by  the  Portu- 
guefc. 

Numbers  of  theft  are  coIleSed  together  in  femina- 
ries  of  pleafure.  The  better  fort  of  thefe  focieties  arc 
devoted  to  the  richeft  and  moft  frequented  Pagodas. 
Their  deflination  is  to  dance  in  the  temples  on  their 
great  feftivals,  and  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  pleafures  of 
the  Bramiris.  Thefe  priefts,  who  have  not  taken  the 
artful  and  deceitful  vow  of  renouncing  all,  that  they 
may  the  more  freely  partake  of  every  enjoy  men  t^chufe 
rather  to  have  women  of  their  own,  than  at. once  to 
defile  celibacy  and  wedlock.  They  do  not  invade  ano- 
ther man's  right  by  adultery,  but  are  jealous  of  the 
dancers,  whofe  worlhip  and  vows  they  (hare  with  the 
goch;  but  they  never  fuiFer  them  without  reludance 
to  contribute  to  the  amufement  of  kings  and  great 
men. 

The  rife  of  this  lingular  inflitution  is  not  known. 
Probably,  one  Bramin  who  bad  a  concubine  or  a  wif«, 
affbciated  with  another  Bramin,  who  had  like  wife  his 
concubine  or  his  wife  ;  and  in  procefs  of  time,  the  mix- 
ture of  fo  many  Bramins  and  women  occafioned  fuch 
confufion,  that  the  women  came  to  be  common  to  al| 
thofe  priefts.  Let  but  a  number  of  fTngle  perfons  of 
both  fexes  be  colleSed  into  one  cloyfter,  and  a  com- 
inonatity  of  men  and  womeo  will  foop  take  place. 

This  freedom,  we  may  fuppofe,  put  an  end  to  jear 
loufy.    The  women  were  not  uneafy  at  the  increafe  of 

their 
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BOOK  numbers*  nor  the  Bramins  at  that  of  their  order.  It 
was  rather  a  new  conqueft  than  a  rivalihip. 

We  may  Hkewife  fuppofe*  that  in  order  to  palliate 
this  licentioufnefs  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  all  thofc 
women  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  altars.  It 
is  no  lefs  probable  that  the  people  readily  confented  to 
this  kind  of  fuperftition,  as  it  infured  the  fafety  of  their 
wives  and  daughters,  by  confining  the  lawlefs  defires  of 
the  monks  to  one  particular  fpot.  « 

The  contrivance  of  damping  a  facred  charaSer  up- 
on thefe  courtezans,  might  make  parents  the  more  wil- 
ling to  part  with  their  beautiful  daughters,  and  to  con- 
fent  that  they  (hould  follow  their  calling,  a4id  devote 
themfetves  to  thefe  feminaries,  from  whence  the  fuper- 
annuated  women  might  return  to  fociety  without  dif- 
grace  :  for  there  is  no  crime  that  may  not  be  fandiSed 
by  the  intervention  of  the  gods.  The  moft  facred  trulb 
may  be  perverted  by  wicked  men  to  the  worft  of  pur- 
pofes.  The  very  notion  of  a  Supreme  Being  may,  in 
the  hands  of  a  crafty  pried,  be  made  fubverfive  of  all 
morality.  He  will  affirm,  not  that  fuch  a  thing  is 
pleafing  to  the  gods,  becaufe  it  is  good  ;  but  that  fuch  a 
thing  is  good,'  becaufe  it  is  pleafing  to  the  gods. 

The  Bramins  wanted  only  to  gain  another  point  ia 
order  to  complete  thisinditution,  which  was  to  perfoade 
the  people  that  it  was  decent,  holy,  and  pleafing  to  all 
the  gods,  to  marry  a  balladiere,  in  preference  to  all 
other  women,  and  thereby  induce  them  to  folicit  the 
relics  of  their  debaucheries  as  a  fpecial  favour. 

In  every  city  there  are  other  companies,  not  fo  choice 
as  the  former,  for-  the  amufement  of  the  rich.  The 
Moors  and  Gentiles  may  equally  procure  a  fight  of  thefe 
dancers  at  their  country  houfes,  or  in  their  public  afletH- 
blies.  There  are  even  drolling  companies  of  tbcffl» 
conduced  by  old  women,  who  having  been  themfelves 
trained  up  thefe  feminaries^  are  promoted  in  time  to 
the  direftion  of  them.  These 
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These  handfome  girls  have  the  (hocking  cuftom  of  ^  ^  ^  I^ 
being  always  followed  by  an  old  deforined  mufician, 
perhaps,  as  a  foil,  whofe  employment  is  to  beat  time 
with  an  inftrument  of  brafs,  which  we  have  lately  bor* 
rowed  of  the  Turks,  to  add  to  our  military  mufic,  and 
which  in  the  Indies  is  called  a  tana.  The  man  who 
holds  it,  is  continually  repeating  that  word  with  fuch 
vehemence,  that  by  degrees  he  works  himfelf  up  into 
dreadful  convulfions,  whilll  the  balladieres,  intoxicated 
with  the  defire  of  pleallng,  and  the  fweets  with  which 
they  are  perfumed,  at  length  lofe  their  fenfes. 

Their  dances  are,  in  general,  love  pantomimes :  the 
plan,  the  defign,  the  attitudes,  the  time,  the  airs,  the 
cadence,  ,all  isexpreffive  of  thjs  pa^ion,  with  all  its  rap- 
tures and  extravagancies. 

Every  thing  confpires  to  the  aoiai^ing  fuccefs  of  thefe 
voluptuous  women :  the  art  and  richnefs  of  their  attire, 
as  well  as  their  ingenuity  in  fetting  oS  their  beauty. 
Their  long  black  hair  fallmg  over  their  ihoulders,  or 
braided  and  turned  up,  is  loaded  with  diamonds  and 
(luck  with  flowers.  Their  necklaces  and  bracelets  are 
enriched  with  precious  (tones..  .  Even  their  nofe  jewels, 
that  ornament  which  (bocks^us  at  firft  (ight,  is  wonder- 
fully pleating ;  fets  oiF  all  the  other  ornaments  by  the 
charms  of  fymmetry,.  and  ha9  ftn  effed  which  cannot 
be  explained,  but  is  felt  in.  time. 

NoTHiHo  can  equal  the  care,  they  take  topreferve 
their  breads  as  one  of  the^  moft  ftriking  marks  of  their 
beauty.  To  prevent  them  from  growing  large  or  ill« 
(haped,  they  in(jo^  them  in  two  caf^s  made  of  an  ex- 
ceeding light  wood  which  are  joined  tpgether,  and  buck- 
led behind.  Thefe  c.a(es  are  fo  fmooth  and  fo.fupple, 
that  they  give  way  to  the  various  attitudes  of  the  body, 
without  being  flattened,  and  without. injuring  the  delica- 
cy of  the  (kin..  The  outfide  of  tbefe  cafes  is  covered 

with 


rr 
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*  ^rv^  ^  *  ^^^  ^  ^^^*  ftudded  with  diariionds.  This  iscenjain- 
Ij  the  mod  refined  kmd  Oi  ornament,  and  the  heft  6iU 
colited  to  prefcnre  beauty.  TTifey  take-off,  and  put  it 
on  Again  with  fingular  fiacilky.  This  covering  docs  nbt 
prevent  one  from  feeing  the  pailpitatioiis,  fighingsand 
tender  emotions  of  thfe  breaft:  it  conceals  nothing  ihat 
can  contribute  to  excite  deftre. 

Most  of  thefe  dancers  imagine  it  an  addition  to  the 
beatttj  of  their  complexion^  and*  the  imprcffion  of  their 
)ooks»  to  trace  a  black  eirde  rou^d  their  eyes  with  a 
hair  bodkin  dipped  in  thfe  pbwdet;  of  antimony.  Thb 
borrowed  beauty,  cekbrated  by  M  the  eaftern  poets, 
appeared  ▼jny  odd  at  firft  to  the  Europeans,  but  cwftotti 
has  reconciled  them  to  it. 

This  art  of  plcafing  is  the  whole  life,  the  whole  em- 
ployntcnt^  the  whole  fefitity  ttf  the  balhdieres.  It  is 
hard  to  refift  their  reducing  manners.  They  ^reti  ob- 
tain a  pnderence  over  tiiofe  beauties  of  Caltimert, 
which  &U  the  fenaghos  of  indofhin,  as  the  fair  Georgi- 
an»  and  Ctrcai&ana  fill  thofe  of  ifpahan  «md  Gondanti- 
ropie*  The  modefty,  w  father  the  vtkt^ft  of  pmuli 
flavest  (itqueilered  fixMn  the  feciety  ^ftatti^  Cannot  ba- 
lance the  arts  of  theft  'expert  coufte^aifsw 

Thet  were  no  i^ne  fe  mudh  in  repute  as  at  Sqrat, 
the  richeft,  and  moft  populous  city  in  Indii.  It  begaa 
to  decline  in  1664.  It  was  fiicfced  by  the  famous  S»- 
vAp'  ^^^  carried  off  twenty^ ve^  Of  thirty  -miHiens. 
t  About  I  ,t2fbo,oOo/.  on  an  av^r&ge.}  The  plunder  would 
have  been  infinitely  greater,  had  not  the  Englifli  and 
Dutch  efcaped  the  public  difafter,  by  the  ^are  they 
^liad  taken  lo  fortify  thehr  fadorfes,  ittid  had  not  th^ 
^tioR  valuabk  effefts  beeti  lodged  tn  the  caftle,  whkb 
was  odt  of  the  reach  of  attack.  This  lofs  made  the 
ifthabftants  more  cautious.  They  furrounded  titt  .citjr 
with  walls,  to  preirent  the  Kke  difaflcn  The  mtfchicf  was 

repaired, 
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repaired,  when  the  Englifli,  in  1686,  were  fo  unwar-  *  O  O  KL 
rantably  and  fliamefully  greedy^  as  to  ftop  all  the  (hips 
that  were  fending  out  from  Surat  to  the  feveral  feas. 
This  piracy,  which  laded  three  years,  deprived  this  fa- 
mous mart  of  almoft  every  branch  of  trade  that  was 
not  its  own  peculiar  property.  The  town  was  nearly 
reduced  to  its  own  natural  riches. 

Other  pirates  have  iince  infefied  thofe  latitudes, 
and  from  time  to  time  difiurbed  the  operations  of  Surat. 
Their  very  caravans,  that  carried  their  merchandifes  to 
Agra,  to  I>elhi,  and  all  over  the  empire,  were  not  re- 
fpefted  by  the  fubjeSs  of  the  independent  rajas,  which 
they   met    with    on  the  feveral   i'oads.     They    had 
formerly   had  recourfe  to  a   ftrange  contrivance  for 
the    fecurity  of  their  caravans,    which  was,    to  put 
them  under  the   protedion  of  a  womati  or  a  child  of 
iacred   rate,    held  fuch  by  .the  liations  they  dread- 
ed.     When  thofe  banditti  approached    to    plunder 
the  caravans,  the  guardian  threatened  to  make  away 
with  faerfelf  if  they  perfifted  in  their  refolution ;  and 
adually  did  fo  if  they  did  not  yield  to  her  remonAran- 
ces.  Thofe  profligate  men,  who  had  not  been  reftrain-^ 
ed  out  of  refped  for  facred  blood,  were  excommuni- 
cated, degraded,  and  caft  out  of  their  tribe.     The  dread 
of  thefe  fevere  punifhmeiits  was  fometimes  a  check  up- 
on avaf ice ;  but  fince  all  has  been  in  combufiion  in 
Indoftan^    no    confideration  can  allay    the   thirft  of 

gold: 
NoTWtTSTANDiNG  alt  thefe  misfortuiies  Suirat  is 

ftill  a  great  trading  city.  The  produce  of  the  num- 
berlefs  manufaflurcs  all  over  Guzarat  is  depofited  in 
her  warchoufes,  A  great  part  i§  carried  inb  the  in- 
land countries ;  the  reft  is  conveyed  to  all  parts  of  the 
globe  by  an  uninterrupted  navigation.  The  moft  com- 
mon 
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BOOK  mon  goods  aredutties,  a  kind  of  coarfe  unbleached clothi 
worn  in  Pcrfia,  Arabia,  Abyflinia,  and  the  caftern  coaft 
of  Africa,  and  blue  linens,  which  are  difpofed  of  in 
the  faoie  manner ;  and  are  likewife  fold  to  the  Englilh 
and  Dutch  for  their  Guinea  trade. 

The  blue  and  white  checks  of  Cambaya^  which  are 
worn  for  mantles  in  Arabia  and  Turky :  fome  are  coarfe 
and  fome  fine,  and  fome  even  mixed  with  gold  for  the 
wear  of  the  rich. 

The  white  linens  of  Broitfchia,  fo  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Bafras.  As  they  are  extremely  fine,  they 
make  fummer  caftans  for  the  Turks  and  Periians. 
The  fort  of  muflin,  with  a  gold  ftripe  at  each  end) 
with  which  they  make  their  turbans,  is  manufadured 
at  the  fame  place. 

The  printed  linens  of  Amadabat;.whofe  colours  are 
as  bright,  as  fine  and  as  durable  as  thofe  of  Coroman- 
del.  They  are  worn  in  Perfia,  in  Turky,  and  in  Eu- 
rope. The  rich  people  of  Java,  Sumatra  and  the  Mo- 
lucca iflands  make  pagnes  and  coverlids  of  thefe  chint- 

zes. 

The  gauzes  of  Bairapour ;  the  blue  ones  are  worn 
by  the  common  people  in  Perfia  and  Turky,  for  their 
fummer  cloathing,  and  the  red  ones  by  the  better  fort. 
The  Jews,  who  are  not  allowed  by  the  Porte  to  wear 
white,  make  their  turbans  with  thefe  gauzes. 

Mixed  fiufi^s  of  filk  and  cotton,  plain,  ftriped,  fome 
with  fattin  (Iripes,  fome  mixed  with  gold  and  filver.  If 
they  were  not  fo  dear,  we.fhould  like  them  even  in  Eu- 
rope for  the  brightnefs  of  their  colours,  and  the  fine  ex- 
ecution of  the  flowers,  though  their  patterns  are  foindif-* 
ferent.  They  foon  wear  out ;  but  this  is  of  no  confe- 
quence  in  the  feraglios  of  Turky  and  Perfia,  where 
the  confumptioD  of  them  is  made. 

Some 
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Some  are  all  filk,  called  tapis.    Tbefe  are  paghes  of  B  0  O  K 
Teveral  colours^  much  efteemed  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  '^ 

India.  Many  more  would  be  wove,  were  they  not  uii* 
der  a  neceffity  of  ufing  foreign  materials^  which  enhan- 
ces the  price  too  much. 

Shaule»  very. light*  warm  and  fine  cloths,  made  of 
the  wool  of  dffiraere.  They  are  died  of  different  qo^ 
lours,  ftriped  and  flowered.  They  are  worn  for  a  win- 
ter drefs  in  Turky,  Perfia,  and  the  more  temperate 
parts  of  India.  With  this  precious  wool  they  weave 
turbans,  that  are  ell  wide,  and  a  little  more  than  three 
ells  long*  which  fell  from  2400  to  3600  livres.  (about 
130/.  on  an  average.)  Though  it  is  fomettmes  manufac- 
tured at  Surat,  the  fineft  works  of  this  kind  are  made 
at  Caffimere. 

Besip  es  the  prodigious  quantity  of  cotton  made  ufe 
of  in  the  manufadures  of  Surat,  feven  or  eight  thou- 
fand  bales  at  lead  are  annually  fent  to  Bengal.  Much  more 
is  fent  to  China,  Perfia  and  Arabia  when  the  crops  are 
very  plentiful.  If  they  are  moderate,  the  overplus  is 
carried  down  the  Ganges,  where  it  always  fetches  a 
better  price. 

Though  Surat  receives  in  exchange  for  herexportSf 
porcelain  from  China,  filk  from  Bengal  and  Perfia  ; 
mafts  and  pepper  from  Malabar;  gums,  dates,,  dried 
fruits,  copper  and  pearls  from  Perfia ;  perfunies  and 
(laves  from  Arabia ;  great  quantities  of  fpices  from  tht 
Dutch;  iron,  lead,  cloth,  cochineal,  and  fome  hard 
wares  from  the  £ngli(h ;  the  balance  is  fo  much  in  her 
favour,  as  to  bring  in  yearly  twenty^five  or  twenty-fix 
millions  of  livres  (on  an  average  about  1,1 16,000/.)  in 
ready  money.  The  profit  would  be  much  greater,  if 
the  fource  of  the  riches  of  the  court  of  Delhi  waa  not 
turned  away. 

However,  this  balance  could,  nefie^  agirfjo  rife  to 
Vol.  I.  Ff  what 
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BOOK  whftt  U  was  when  the  Vt%uch  (bttkd  at  Siirat  iii  1668. 

.  ^^  M  Their  feeder  was  one  Caroa.  He  wes  a  mercliftnt  of 
French  eiLtf adfon^  who  wa»  grown  old  in  the  ferr ice  ot 
lltt  Dotch  oompenj.  H^mitton  fays^  that  this  abb 
tnan>  who  had  ingratiated  himfelf  with  the  emperor  o( 
Je[Mui»  h^  obtaioed  leave  to  build  t^  h^nk  for  his  naf' 
tert»  o«  the  tAaod  wher«r  the  faAory  flood  which  was 
undeehitdtreaion.  This buiWng proved  t«be  acaftle. 
Thei^tive^  who  ksiew  nothing  oC  fortificatioRy  did  not 
entertain  any  fiifpietOB  qf  it.  They  forprized  ibme 
^  ptecoB  of  canmo  that  were  fending  from  Batavta>  and 
infomied  the  court  of  what  was  going  forward.  Ca« 
roa  wat^oMkeed  to  repair  to  Jeddo,  to  gii^  an  aecevnt 
of  ii0  cor.dia&.  As  bo  had  nothing  neafoaable  teal^ 
ledge  in  his  vindication,  he  wa3  treated  with  grerft  fw- 
citj  and^comemptL  They  pinched  oSF  hts  beard  hy  the 
tm/^f  put  hinaiott  a  ikxJ^  capi  and  coaly  and  ki  this  trim 
ezpefedhimiQ^dMiinAihaof  the  populace  imi  he  was 
baaiHied-f rom  the  emfiire*  The  reception  he  naet  with 
at  JaMa  gave  hinft  a  iiSga&  agakifl  the  interefts  hjc  had 
•fpoufed.}  a^da&uBtedb^rcm^ge  he  went  over  to  the 
French,  and  became  their  agent. 

S^fiRATr  wbe^ei  they  bad  fixed  liim>  didnotaafwer 

5i*F«nl  feU  notfciiof  a  ffcief  fcttlcment.    Ho  difliked  the  fitii. 


upon  the     ^iioft;  .hfi  buwnM  hie  bmog  obliged  fe^  piirehafe  bis 

idands  of    j^fryy.  ^  fitbi^iifueiirfr ;  hr  fore&w  ijt  wmihi  be  a  ^bA^ 

and  St!       wantage  to  caiyiy  onbtrada.in,coaapeti|ion  with  richer  na* 

Thomas,    ^nti,  wtfao  kiieiK^  ^tiorfif  and  were  heliin:  greater  efteesi 

S^ml'tu^at  tljali/tliitofehw/  ifctailhed  Ja  find  an.  indepeadflDt 

PondU  *    parti  in  the  ceneer  of  India,  of  in  forne  of  the  ^ 

cherry.       yj^^4^  wkhaut  wbioh  hs^  thought  ie  in^ffbte  ibr  anf 

coi?)pafiyt  to  fiippc^e  itfeif.    The  Bay  of  Trtnqofinab 

m.lim  ifland  of  Ceylon,  iqp()eared  to.  bifti  la  unite  all 

thefc  advantages,  and  he  accordingly  faiUd  for  tta« 

pjiaco  wiit^a  peveerfuli  fquadpoti,  wbibh  hodbecaftnt 

1  him 
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blft)  ftbih^  Ewfb^^  Md^r  Vhd  cbm^&ild  erf  La  tlajre^and  i>  0  ,d  ft 
Wbictiwai  t^  tfa  titider  his  dire£tim.    Thcff  belklve^i       ^' 
^f  ftif^Tie4tJb\M\kvtf  thdt  rtiey  might  fetile  ther^  \*^kh- 
Mt  eittf^iMliing  i^^n  thc^  Hght^  of  ih^  Diitth^  vi^6fe 
i)rd^t}  ba4  t^ter  bcieif  atkfkiWle^ged  by  th^  feter^jgrl 
Of  «h0  tflj^nd.  With  VtrholKl  P)^  had  6ni!eif€d  hito  i  trea^ 

ALt  fbat  th€f  illcfdg^d  ftvight  ihd«ed  bcf  ttiiei  bm  th6 
«^ilt'  did  rto<  iWfl^^f  Ih^ir  €»p^*^i6W.  Ttey  (fi^rif^^d 
»  projea  which  thfef  e^glw  t<>  baft*'  k(ipt  a  ptbf6(M  fe^. 
^*t ;  fh^y  ^xttnttiH  flo^iy  §ii  cjf pediti6ti  wtiieH  oiight 
^ha^6  b^if  tff^&i^d  a^ofi^e;  i^«y  were  Irti^midat^d 
bf  a  iket  \»h¥dh  Wato  tfo«  iiif  a'  ^dhdiiidtf  fd  Bgt^^  aiid 
wMtth  GOtiM  n<»«r  j^bfitMy^  haii' ^ec^iV^d  drdefs  to  ha* 
tstv*  gn  tn^^^iMHii  The  g#«««ey  par^  of  thd  ffilpl 
^P^wsand  latid  foik:6s^<  pidri<H<<f  mib  \ra»ffi  and  fUkiiefs  i 
fiuhe  m^  were  left  ici  at  fimnlil  fort  Aef  had  ^eSled^ 
where  they  were  foon  compelled  to  turrendti.  Wktt 
ibe  Femaind^r  thty  w«ntf  to  feek  for  ptovMionf  ota  ^he 
cooA  6f  Ceraiiiaodel,  bot  finding  ndhe  ^itlMl*  «^  tM 
I>anifli  feftlemeilt  of  Trantiocbrav  ^  zny  w\t€ti  die^  iiV 
tt&i  of  dcl^ir  they  weht  i(fid(  atiasked  fit.  Tbonia^y 
whtf e  »&ey  ^ete  \ttf or itktA  diere  w^  ^fsear  jthntfi 

This  town,  which  hod  long  bdm  a  flooriifaiigg  oil^/ 
was  bisife  hfthi  Portugiieib  abohre  k  brnidited  y«tfi% lie- 
ib#e.  Th^  king  of  Ooiccwdd  having-  ton^pot^ed  th^ 
Cciniartid^idd not fitffcf  fa utportant aptsmb to  retnaiiy 
in  foreign  hands ;  b^  fentUts  genendd  lo  anialck  i^iir 
»6^9  akid  cbey  made  tbemfelvea  nafalfteraof  hi'  The 
foftkfidiBttiof\ff,  thdogfa  eoofidevafble  and  tii  good  repair, 
did  <M>«  ftctp  rh«  progf^fe  of  iHe  Frenchy  who  ttfdk  tlWrii 
bylfePiW  ik  1670,  They  #«wfo©n  intefti^i  and  Were 
fovt^  td  funJeAder  two  y^arsl  aft*i<  5  be^lafetfre  Dutch, 
who  <Me#e  ai  wfar  wwh  Lev^il  XlV,  joiiierf^rth  the  In- 
dians  to^^xpe)  them.> 

F  f  2  This 
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BOOK  This  laft  event  would  have  entirely  ruined  the  en* 
terprize^ after  all  the  expence  the  government  ha4  been 
at  to  fupport  the  company^  had  not  Martin  beep  one  of 
the  merchants  Tent  on  board  La  Haye's  fquadron;  He 
coUeded  the  remains  of  the  two  colonies  of  Ceylon  and 
St.  Thomasi  and  with  them  he  peopled  the  little  town 
of  Pondicherry,  which  had  been  lately  ceded  to  hiffif 
and  which  was  riling  to  a  city^  when  the  company  con- 
ceived the  faireft  hopes  of  a  new  fettlement  which  they 
had  now  an  opportunity  of  making  in  India. 

Settlement      SoME  priefis  belonging  to  the  foreign  miiEons  bad 

French  at  P^'^^^'^^^  ^^^  Sofp^l  at  Siam.  They  had  gained  the  bve 

Siam.  of  the  people  by  their  dod^ine  and  by  their  behaviour. 

Their  de-  Plain,  good-natured>  and  humane  men,  without  intri- 

'l^nouin  gueor  avaricej  they  gave  no  jealoufy  to  the  govcraracnt 

and  Co-  nof  to  the  people ;  they  had  infpired  them  with  refpefi 

chinchma.  ^^j  j^^^  f^^  ^^^^  French  in  general,  and  in  particular  for 

Lewis  XIV.      ' 

A  GnEEK,  of  a  reftlefs  and  ambitious  fpirit,  named 
Condantirie  Faulkon,  in  his  travels  to  Siam,  bad  been 
feen  by  the  prince^  who  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  bim^ 
t,hat  in. a  (bort  time  he  raifed  him  to  the  poft  of  prime 
minider^  or  barcalon^  an  office  which  nearly  anfwers  to 
our  aneietit!maires.of  the  palace. 

Fahx-kpn  governed  both  the  people  and  the  king 
with  defpotic  fway.  The  prince  was  a  weak  .valetodi- 
nariauj  and  had  no  iflixe*  His  mtmfter  conceived  a  pro- 
]€&.  to  fucceed  him  {  poffiUy  to  dethrone:  him.  It  is 
well  knovtrfi  that  thefe  attempts  are  as  eafy  andas  fre- 
qu^t  in  defpotic  governments^  :afi  they  are  dii&cultand 
i^ncommon  in  countries,  where  the  prince  governs  by 
the  rules  of  juilice ;  where  the  principles  and  meafore 
of  bis  authority  are  founded  on  fundamental  andimmtt- 
table  laws,  which  are  under  the  guardianlhip.  of  nume- 
rous bodies  of  able  magiftrates.    There  the  enemies 

of 
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of  the  fovcreign  (hew  that  they  are  enemies  of  the  ftatc ;  B  O  O  K 
there  they  find  themfelves  foon  (lopped  in  their  pro- 
jeQsby  all  the  forces  of  the  nation  ;  becaufe,  by  rifing 
up  againft  the  head,  they  rife  up  againll  the  law8,which 
are  the  (landing  and  innimutable  will  of  the  nation. 

.Faulkon  contrived  to  make  the  French  fubfervient 
to  his  fcheme,  as  fome  ambitious  men  had  formerly 
^ade  ufe  of  a  guard  of  fix  hundred  Japanefe,  who  had 
more  than  once  difpofed  of  the  crown  of  Siam.  He 
fent  ambafifadors  into  France  in  1684  to  make  a  tender 
of  his  mader's  alliance,  and  to  oflFer  fea  ports  to  the 
French  merchants,  and  to  a(k  for  (hips  and  troops. 

The  oftentatious  vanity  of  Lewis  XIV.  took  advan- 
tage of  this  embaflfy.  The  flatterers  of  that  prince, 
who  was  too  much  extolled,  though  he  deferved  com** 
mendatioii,perruadedhim  that  his  fame  abroad  through<* 
out  the  whole  world,  entitled  him  tothe  homage  of  the 
Fad.  He  did  not  content  himfelf  with  the  enjoyment 
of  thefe  vain  honours  ;  he  endeavoured  to  improve  the 
difpofitions  of  the  king  of  Siam,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
India  Company,  and  (li)l  more  of  the  mi(fionaries.  He 
fent  out  a  ft^uadron  with  more  Jefuits  than  traders;  and 
an  the  treaty  which  was  concluded  between  the ;  two 
kings,  the  French  ambaflfadors,  direded  by  the  Jefuit 
Tachard,  attended  much  more  to  the  concerns  of  neli* 
gion  than  to  thofe  of  commerce. 

The  company  dill  entertained  great  hopes  of  the 
fettlement  at  Siam,  and  thefe  hopes  were  not  ill  ground* 

ed* 

-  That  kingdom^  though  it  h  divided  by  a  ridge  of 
mountains  that  rune  on  till  it  meets  with  the  rocks  of 
Tartary,  is  fo  prodigioufly  fruitful,  that  many  of  the 
cultivated  lands  yield  two  hundred  to  ^ne.  Some  will 
even  bear  plentiful  crops  fpontaneoufly.  That  grain, 
left  io  Ihe  care  of  nature^  Tows  itfelf  again,  and  grows 

Ff^  the 
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BOOK  t)ie  pext  year,  without  any  other  culture  than  wUtthp 
^*       watery  of  tha  n?cr  afFprd,  whipb  flows  all  acrofs  thf 
kingdpn). 

There  iSf  perhaps,  np  country  where  hum  grow 
in  fuch  plenty  f  nd  variety,  or  ar^  fp  wholefome,  as  in 
this  df  lightful  fpot.  Some  ar^  p^culi^r  to  the  cppntry, 
aad  others  3re  tnuf:h  higher  favoured  th%n  any  where 
elfe. 

Ttti:  earth,  always  covered  with  thefc  e»errgroviBg 
treafures,  conceaU,  pnder  a  Vfrry  thin  furface*  mines  of 
gold,  copper,  Jo^dflone,  iron,  leadj  and  calin,  that  fpe- 
cies  of  tin  which  is  fo  highly  eileenoed  all  over  Afia. 

AtL  thefp  adv^ntag^s  are  rendered  ufeiefs  by  the 
moft  horrid  derpplifm.  A  prince  corrupted  by  his  wy 
power,  oppreffes  hi^  people  hy,  hii  caprices,  whilft  he  is 
indulging  '\^  his  fefagUp,  qf  fqflhprs  them  to  he  oppreff- 
ed  by  his  indolence,  A(  ^\%n\  there  are  none  but  flares, 
and  4(10  fubje^.  Th^  men  are  divided  into  three  claf. 
fes:  the  6rft  ferVe  as  a  guard  t^  the  nuuiarch,  till  bis 
UndS)  and  work  at  djff^r^nt  trades  in  his  palace.  The 
fecond  are  appointf^l  \q  public  labour^^  and  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  ^^\P'  The  UA  *re  magiftrato^,  minrfters, 
the  principal  officers  of  the  kingdona.  No  Siamcfe  is 
advanced  to  any  eminent  poftx  but  he  ia  allowed  a  cer- 
tata  number  of  ^^^n  who  are^  ai  his  difpofal ;  fo  that 
the  falaries  annexed  to  gr^at  officers  are  well  paidattht 
^ourt  of  Siam,  beci^uie  th^y  are  not  p^id  in  money,  but 
Ux  men,  who  coft  xH  f>m^  nothing.  Thefe  unfortu- 
nate people  are  regiftered  at  the  age  of  fixtcen.  On 
the  firft  fu^HKHis  every  ^ne  mud  repaijr  to  the  poftaf* 
figned  him>  upon  pain  of  being  put  in  irona,  or  coth 
demned  to  the  bsaftinado*. 

In  f^  country  where  all  the  onen  mtift  work  for  the  g(v* 
y^rinni«nt  for  ftx  moslhs  in  thoyear,  without  being  paid 
w  (vMttfi^  %Vii  th^  4th^r^  fy^  to  cam  a  fubf^ence  fei 

the 
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the  ^hcit  year  ;  in  filch  a  Country,  the  very  lands  muft  BO  O  K 
feel  the  effeds  of  tyranny^  and  confequenriy  there  is  * 

no  property.  Thofe  delicious  fruits  thai  enrich  the 
gardena  of  the  monarch  and  the  grandees^  are  not  fuf^ 
fered  to  ripeiv  in  thofe  of  private  mtn.  If  the  foldlera 
who  are  fent  out  to  examine  the  orchards,  difcOTcrfomo 
chojce  tree^  they  never  fail  to  mark  it  for  the  tyrant'^ 
table,  or  thofe  of  his  roiniilei-s.  The  owner  becomea 
the  guardian  of  iti  and  is  anfwerabie  for  the  frttiti  under 
very  fevere  penalties. 

The  men  are  not  only  (laves  to  men  but  to  the  very 
beafts.  The  king  of  Slam  keeps  a  great  number  of 
elephants.  Thofe  of  his  palace  are  Waited  upon,  and 
treated  with  extraordinary  honours.  Thd  meaneft  bav^ 
fifteen  flaves  to  attend  them,  wtio  are  cottAantljr  ertV^ 
ployed  iff  gathering  grafts  bananas  and  fUgar  cancfs  fdf 
them.  The  king  takes  fo  mu^h  pride  )n  thefe  creatures 
which  are  of  no  real  ufe,  that  he  fates  his  power  faihct 
by  their  mimber  than  by  that  6f  his  prdvinees.  Ui^de^ 
pretence  of  feeding  them  welt,  ihtif  utt^tid^rtts  viriH 
drive  them  imo  grounds  and  orchards  to  deilroy  thettii 
utilels  the  owners  witi  purtbAfe  an  ^^emption  hotn  tbefe 
bardlhips  by  continual  prefents<  No  bbdy  would  Air€ 
to  fliut  his  field  againft  the  king^s  elephartt^,  tttiftf  of 
whom  dre  decorated  with  honourable  tlfleS)  Mi  itd<- 
vanced  to  the  hlgheft  dignities  tn  the  ftate. 

£0  ftisny  kinds  of  tyranny  make  the  St^ttiefe  detail 
their  native  coontry,  thotigh  they  lo(3k  \xpM  it  ai  the 
befl  upon  eattb.  Moft  of  them  fly  from  oppreifioft  Itltd 
the  forefls,  where  they  lead  a  favage  life,  infinitfeiy  pre- 
ferable to  that  of  foclefy  COitUptcd  by  rfefpotlfttt.  Sd 
great  is  this  defertioff,  tfaai  from  the  port  of  Mergtii  td 
Juthitt  the  capital  o(  the  emprr^,  ycJU  may  travel  ftt  i, 
wedc  together  and  not  mi^et  whh  (he  feslft  po^tflsttfoir, 
dniiugfa  iipnftehfe  pbFiiSi  wdl  watered,  with  ar  fitte  nch 

Ff4  foil 
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^  %^  ^  ^^^^  *"^  **"  bearing  the  marks  of  former  culture.  That 
^^T^  fine  country  is  now  over-run  with  tygcrs, 

It  was  formerly  peopled  with  men.  Befides  thena- 
lives,  it  was  full  of  colonies,  which  were  com^  fuc- 
ceffively  from  all  the  eaftern  parts  of  Afia.  Their  in- 
ducement  was  the  immenfe  trade  carried  on  there.  All 
hiftorians  atteft  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixtecnth 
1  century,  a  vaft  number  of  (hips  came  into\their  roads 

I  every  year.     That  tyranny,  which  prevailed  foon  afteir 

proved  thedeftrudion  of  the  mines,  manufadures  and 
agriculture.     With  them  difappeared   all  the  foreign 
merchants,  and  even  the  trading  part  of  the  nation. 
The  ftatc  fell  into  confufion,  and  confcquently  grew 
languid.     The  French,  on  their  arrival  found  it  funk 
into  this  ftatc  of  degradation.     It  was  in  general  poor, 
and  under  the  dominion  of  a  defpotic  tyrant,  who,  en- 
groffing  all  the  trade  to  himfelf,  muft  of  courfe  bring 
it  to  nothing.     What    few  ornaments  and  articles  of 
luxury  were  confumed  at  court  and  in  the  houfesofthe 
great,  came  from  Japan.     The  Siamefe  had  a  great  re- 
gard  for  the  Japanefe,  and  were  very  fond  of  their  work. 
It  was  no  eafy  matter  to  divert  them  from  this  at- 
tachment, and  yet  it  was  the  only  way  of  procuring  a 
demand  for  the  produce  of  French  induftry.     If  any 
thing  could  efFea  this  change,  it  was  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion,  which  the  priefts  of  the  foreign  miflions  had 
preached  to  them,  and  not  without  fuccefs  ;  but  the 
Jefuits,  too  much  devoted  to  Faulkon,  who  began  to  be 
odious,  abufed  the  favour  they  enjoyed  at  court,  and 
drew  upon  themfelvcs  the  hatred  of  the  people ;  and 
this  odium  refleacd  upon  their  religion.     They  *boilt 
churches  before  there  were  any  chriftians.  They  found, 
ed  monaftenes,  and  by  thefc  proceedings  revolted  the 
common  people  and  the  Talapoys.     Thefe  are  their 
mpnks ;  fomc  live  folitary^  and  fome  are  intriguing  men. 

They 
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They  preach  to  the  people  the  doarincs  and  precepts  BOOK 
of  Soihmona  Kodom.  That  lawgiver  of  the  Siamefc  ,  ^^ 
was  long  honoured  as  a  iage^  aiid  has  fince  been  revered 
as  a  god,  or  as  an  emanation  of  the  deity,  a  fon  of  god. 
They  relate  a  thoufand  wonderful  ftories  of  this  man. 
He  lived  upon  one  grain  of  rice  a-day.  He  pulled  out 
one  of  his  eyes  to  give  to  a  poor  man,  having  nothing 
elfe  to  give  him.  Another  time  he  gave  away  his  wife. 
He  commanded  the  ftars,  the  rivers  and  the  mountains. 
But  he  had  a  brother  who  was  always  thwarting  his  en* 
deavours  for  the  good  of  mankind.  God  avenged  him^ 
and  crucified  that  unhappy  brother.  This  fable  preju- 
diced the  Siamefe  againft  the  religion  of  a  crucified 
God  ;  and  they  could  not  revere  Jefus  Chrift,  becaufe 
he  died  the  fame  death  as  the  brother  of  Sommona  Ko* 
dom. 

If  the  French  could  not  carry  their  commodities  to 
Siam,  they  could  at  lead  tnfpire  the  people  with  a  taile 
for  them>  prepare  the  way  for  a  great  trade  with  this 
country,  and  avail  themfelves  of  that  which  adually  of- 
fered, to  open  connexions  with  all  the  ead.  The  fitu- 
ation  of  that  kingdom  between  two  gulphs,  where  it 
takes  up  one  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  of  fea-coafton 
the  one^  and  about  two  hundred  on  the  other,  would 
have  opened  the  navigation  of  all  the  feas  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  The  fortrefs  of  Bancoe,  built  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Menan,  which  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  was  an  excellent  mart  for  all  dealings  the/ 
might  have  had  with  China,  the  Philippines,  or  any  of 
the  caftern  parts  of  India.  Mergui,  the  principal  port 
of  the  kingdom,  and  one  of  the  bed  in  Ada,  which  had 
likewife  been  ceded  to  them,  greatly  facilitated  their 
trade  with  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  chiefly  with 
Bengal.  It  fecured  to  them  an  advantageous  intercourfe 
with  the  kingdoms  of  Pegu,  Ava,  Aracam  and  Lagos, 

countries 
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9  D  O  K  countries  ftill  more  barbarous  than  Siam,  but  wbcfe 
~^l„_f  Are  found  the  fineft  rubies  and  fome  gold  doft.  AU  theft 
countriesy  as  veil  as  Sam,  produce  the  tree  which  yiekl« 
that  precious  gum^wtth  which  the  Chinefe  and  ]spsnefe 
make  their  varniih;  and  whoever  is  in  poffei&aDofthis 
commodity,  may.  be  fure  of  carrying  on  a  very  lucrative 
trade  with  China  and  Japan. 

Besipes  the  advantage  of  coming  into  good  ittd^ 
mentst  which  were  no  expence  to  the  company,  srui 
might  throw  into  their  hands  a  great  part  of  the  trade 
of  the  caft»  they  might  have  brought  home  from  San 
ivory^  logwood  like  that  which  is  cut  in  the  bay  of  Cam* 
peachyt  a  great  deal  oi  caiSa»  and  all  that  quantity  of 
buffalo  and  deer  ikins  that  the  Dutch  formerly  fetched 
from  thence.  They  might  have  grown  pepper  therci 
and,  poflibly,  other  fpices  which  were  not  to  be  foood 
there,  as  they  did  not  underftand  the  culture  of  themi 
and  becaufe  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Siamarefo 
indifferent  to  every  thing,  that  nothing  fuccecds  with 
them. 

The  French  paid  no  attention  to  thefe  objeds.  The 
faAors  ot  the  company^  the  officers,  the  Jefuits,atl  vera 
ignorant  of.  trade :  their  whole  attention  was  taken  up 
in  converting  the  natives,  and  making  themfelyes  tail' 
teri  of  them.  At  laft,  after  having  given  a  very  tri- 
fling  afliftance  to  Faulkon,  at  the  inffauit  when  he  mil 
f  eady.  to  execute  his  defigna^  they  were  involved  in  his 
difgrace  ;  and  the  fortrefles  of  M^argvi  and  Bancocoki 
defended  by  French  troops,  were  taken  firom  then  by 
the  bafeft  of  all  nations. 

During  the  ihort  time  that  the  French  were  fettled 
tiX  Siamf  the  company  fought  to  gel  a  footing  at  To0* 
quia.  They  fialtered  themfctvefr  that  they  might  tnd^ 
&fely  and  to  advantage  with  a  nation  whieh  had  far 
eges  been  inftru&cd  by  the  Chinefe;    Then-  leKgiod  i< 

Theifoi 
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Thmfmt  Ih^  doctrine  of  Confucius,  whofe  preccpet  imd  V  O  O  K 
writings  are  held  Id  greater  venerarioo  than  even  in  Chi-  ,_i^ 
Q«.  But  titere  is  nor  the  fumo  a^re^fnent  as  ia  China 
betwcisn  thfi  priR<iplc6  of  gpvcrnmefitt  rieligiony  Iawh 
opinbas,  ritei  and  c»r«mQni«i,  Accordingly^  thoiigh 
Tanqucn  has  th«  famf  If^wgiv^r,  if  i$  far  from  having 
the  fame  morale.  You  find  lh«re  neither  that  refp<^ 
for  fttfcnts,  that  love  for  the  prince^  thofe  reciprocal  tf^ 
feAion9i  OOF  thor«  focia)  virtues  which  you  nieet  with 
in  China ;  nor  have  they  the  faiQ^  good  ordf r^  police* 
induftry  or  gi^iviiy. 

THxt  pition,  which  is  devoted  toejcceflive  indolence* 
and  isi  Yolfiptuous  without  t^fte  or  ddicacyi  iiv^sin  con* 
ftaat^jftniftof  its  fi>vereflgn$  and  ftrangers.  Itisdoubt*- 
ful  whether  ihoir  feditioqs  humour  proceeds  from  a  oa<* 
luf al  re Altiffnefs  of  lenapert  or  whether  the  Chincfc  fyf- 
tern  of  morality  has  tnftrqded  the  people  without  mend*- 
ifig  the  government.  The  indprovemcnt  of  knowledge* 
whether  it  afeends  from  the  people  to  the  government, 
or  defeofids  from  that  to  the  people,  (honld  unite  their 
affifltnce,  elfo  it  wi)l  be  produdive  of  fatal  revolutions. 
In  Tenquin,  there  is  a  continqal  ilruggle  between  the 
eunuchs  who  govern,  and  the  people  who  impatiently 
beaf  the  yoke.  Every  thing  langui(hes  and  tends  to 
niin  in  the  midil  of  ihefe  diffcaitions ;  and  thefe  calami* 
tits  muft  increafe,  till  the  people  have  compelled  their 
maftera  to  grow  wifer,  or  the  mailers  have  rendered 
their  fubje^s  quite  infenfible.  The  Portuguefe  and  tho 
Dutch  who  had  attempted  to  form  feme  connexions  in 
Teequias  bad  been  forced  to  give  them  up.  The  French 
ww4  not  more  fucee(isfui.  No  Europeans  have  fince 
carried  on  that  navigation,  except  fame  t;ew  merchants 
of  Madrtfa,  who  have  alternately  forfaken  and  rcfumed 
kt»    They  divide  vi^ith  the  Cktoefe  the  eaportation  of 

copper 
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BOOK  copper  and  ordinary  filks,  the  only  tolerable  commodU 
ties  that  country  aSbrds. 

CocHiNCHiNA  lay  too  near  Siam  not  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  French^  and  they  would,  probably*  have 
fixed  there,  had  they  had  fagacity  enough  to  forefee 
what  degree  of  fplendour  that  rifing  ftate  would  one  day 
acquire.  The  Europeans  are  indebted  to  a  philofophi* 
cal  traveller  for  what  little  they  know  with  any  certain- 
ty ooncerning  that  fine  country.  The  following  is  the 
refuh  of  his  obfervations. 

When  the  French  arrived  in  thofe  diftant  regions, 
they  learned  that  about  half  a  century  before,  a  prince 
of  Tonquin  as  he  was  flying  from  his  fovereign,who 
purfued  him  as  a  rebel,  had,  with  his  foldiers  and  ad- 
herents, crofled  the  river,  which  ferves  as  a  barrier  be* 
tween  Tonquin  and  Cochinchina.  The  fugitives,  vho 
were  warlike  and  civilized  men,  foon  expelled  the  feat* 
tered  inhabitants,  who  wandered  about  without  any  fd^ 
ciety  or  form  of  government,  or  any  laws  |>ut  that  mu- 
tual intereft  which  prompted  them  not  to  injure  one 
another.  Here  they  founded  an  empire  upon  the.  prin- 
ciples of  culture  and  property.  Rice  was  the  food  the 
moft  eafily  cultivated,  and  the  moft  plentiful ;  upon 
this,  therefore,  the  new  colonHfs  beftowed  their  firft 
attention.  The  fea  and  the  rivers  afforded  an  ample 
provifion  of  excellent  fiih,  which  was  an  inducement 
to  inhabit  their  banks.  They  bred  domeftic  animalsi 
fome  for  food  and  others  for  labour.  They  cultivated 
the  trees  they  were  moft  in  want  of,  fuch  as  the  cotton 
for  their  clothing.  The  mountains  and  forefis,  which 
could  not  poflibly  be  cultivated,  afforded  wild  fowl, 
metals,  gums,  perfumes  and  timbers  of  an  excelient 
kind.  Thefe  produSions  proved  fo  many  materialsi 
means  and  pbjeds  of  conunerte.    One  hundred  galliet 

were 
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w^e  built,  which  are  conftantly  employed  in*  defending  BOOK 
the  coafta  of  the  kingdom. 

All  thefe  feveral  advantages  were  well  bellowed  up- 
on a  people  of  a  mild  and  humane  difpodtion ;  a  difpo* 
filion  which  they  partly  owe  to  the  women^  either  from 
the  na^iral  afcendant  of  beauty,  or  from  their  ailiduity 
to  labour*  or  from  their  readinefs  ^t  bufinefs.  In  general, 
it  is  certain,  that  in  the  firft  beginnings  of  all  focieties, 
the  women  are  fooner  civilized  than  the  men.  Their 
very  weaknefs,  their  fedentary  life,  their  being  more  ta« 
k«n  up  with  a  variety  of  lefler  cares,  furnifli  them  foon* 
er  with  that  knowledge  and  experience,  and  incline 
them  tothofe  domeAic  attachments,  which  are  the  firft 
promoters  and  ftrongeft  ties  of  fociety.  This  is,  per- 
hapsf  the  reafon  why,  in  many  favage  nations,  lEe  wo- 
men  are  intruO:ed  with  the  adminiftratfon  of  civil  go* 
vernment,  which  is  but  a  higher  degree  of  domeftic  oe- 
conomy.  So  long  as  the  ftate  is  but  as  one  great  family, 
the  women  are  capable  (^  undertaking  the  manage- 
ment of  it.  Then,  undoubtedly,  the  people  are  hap- 
pieft,  ^fpectally  in  a  climate  where  nature  has  left  but 
little  for  man  to  do. 

:  Such  is  the  climate  of  Cochinchina.  The  people, 
though  but  imperfedly  civilized^  enjoy  that  happinefs 
ivhich  might  excite  the  envy  of  .more  improved  focie- 
ties. They  have  neither  robbi^i^  nor  beggars.  Every 
one  is  at  liberty  to  live  at  his  own  boufe,  or  at  his  neigh- 
bour's. A  trayellei:  freely  enters  a  houTe  in  any  villa|;e, 
fits  down  to  table,  eats  and  drinks,  without  being  Jn- 
Ttted  or  aiked  any  qucftions»  and  then  goes  away  with- 
out.  returning  thanks.  He  is  a  man,  and  therefore  a 
friend  and  relation  of  the  family*  If.  he  is  a  foreigner^ 
he  will  excite  mare  curiofity,  but  is  equally  welcome. . 

THl&SEcuftdms. Ai'c  tbe  relics. of  the  governmeo|t:Qf 
the  fix  firft  kings  of  Cochinchina,  and  derived  from  the 

original 
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BOOK  original  lioniftSt  tmttci  inttr  bvtweetr  tire  miti<4rtiaH4 
^\^^^  their  leader,  before  they  crofiod  tlw  rrver  ttkai  ^mniti 
Toci<|iim  fr«M  CocUiicfaaaa^  Th^efe  meii  wntt  Witrj 
of  opiprefliaii.  They  dreaded  th^  bke  eaUmtiy,  %n6 
iherefore  t«ok  care  to  guard  afgaififl  tha^  $Afak  af  a«fi  d« 
lity^  1»hich  is  kr  apt  tp  traofgreft  irta  ihie  JiiMtt^  if  661 
iotpfc  Ufidaf  iwm  r^ftraini^  Thetr  chiefy  wivo  Md  fet 
tbam  AA  eMunlple  of  iii»cf  ty^  and  t^ughe^hcm  Kl  f^iAU 
pfoamifed  thorn  thart  Mkky  wfaicfc  fare  bimMf  «ll<fe  M 
eiijpy  ^  ihai  o^  >i  jikft,.  ihild  and  i^iOieMaJ^  go«##ittri^«#. 
Ho  cuhiviled  witA  thcaa  tte  la*d  itiao  wMcb  ttk^' had 
%$lUu  refoge  Kxgeahea ^  Bo  nam  demiiidikdi  an*^  iKti^ 
#f  th«tii^  fafut  a  jeartf  and  vdhnttstff  ioppfy^iio  cmMi 
bii»  to  ddtild  the  oatdDtl^agaiaafl  Mieayrtiii«d€  TdfUi«fitfi 
wfaor  ibro  Ioi)g:tia»s^  pufffaod- tlMefif  lwy«Md  tht  i^v^. 

T»it  prmbivedonmift  tvtis  Mii%iisil6f^M€^f4d-  M 
U|^watd9  of  a  toittifly,  unde?  ftva  lo  fift  fuo<5eiffohi  <rf  ihaf 
bravo  dcibveiiea :  bot  ot  laft  it Jbba  feea  ktfrin^d/  Th^ 
raoiprooal  artd  feiotfincsogagdaiontis^Aiikratwwod  ev«f^ 
jtcatf  in  the  face  oE  htskttnMi  ^Mnhy^'m a^endiPat ttlm* 
Wy*  of  tfhe  i^hoio  nation,  hoM  iii  -^ifm  air,  orHor^  i^ 
oideft  man  preiides,  and  uhere  the  kiipgpodlyriiill^s'il^il 
pffmlo  p^fon. .  Thvt  pmic  ftiNi  bonburs  a«id  fWHBts 
aigriotritur^  Kill  does  ikrt:<>  Kto  bi»>  prtadasefiSufs^  9^$  it^ 
oxomfAo  of  kbocNv    Whem  h^  ^ths^  <9f  Ifg4^  fti^^^ 

he  fEUl  (9^  tity  af¥  Ti^ftbitikW ;  bda  tlKny  a/^  Ad  long^ 

bi^  gtvten  bf m' ite  |k)M|f0fi8  flfiM  M^rH^i^^  m^  of 

ilmf  <gfir  Ar^^Ki  FrtiiM  t%jit<  AciliMity  llUfrf^  lA^  bii« 
a{ipMned'f#  hifffi  b^NTistfev'nMff  i?ii«fd6f  arlat^agt  o#  ^€ 
groamd    Tltir  gcrtd'«rMcti  Md  haa^  d^gedt  <fti^  of  m 

loct^    If^'eiV^l»ferMcl^'Htf§tetoTMi«»d4y*,v««^£dm^ 
.     '  round 
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round  the  waUs  of  thia  palace^  make  it  formidable  to  B  O  O  K 
the  people.    It  now  indofes  adefpotic  mooarcb ;  in  a 
Aort  time  he  will  no  more  be  fecn ;  aad  this  inYiCbiltt j, 
whkh  conftitutes  the  majefty  of  eaftern  kings^will  Tub* 
ftitutc  the  tyrant  to  the  father  of  the  nation. 

Thb  difcovery  of  gold  has  broaght  on  that  of  Uxe»; 
and  the  name  of  admisiftratioa  of  the  financea  will  foom 
fiiperfede  that  of  civil  Icgiflation  and  focial  c(M)tra£t 
Cbntrihutioiis  are  ao  longer  free-wiU  ofieringt,  but  ez«- 
Cortioos  kvied  by  compolfion.  Dcfigning  men  go  to 
the  king*s  palace,  and  craftily  obtain  the  privilege  of 
plunckring  the  provinces.  With  gold  they  at  once 
purchafe  a  right  of  comroitttfig  crimes^  and  the  priTi*- 
lege  of  impunity  t  tl»ey  bribe  the  coortiera,  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  magiSratea,  and  opprefa  the  bafband?* 
nien.  The  traveller  already  fees  aa  he  pafles  along»  fal- 
low gromKk,  and  whole  villages  feriiiken  by  their  inha^ 
bitanis*  Tliia  irng  of  bmvifi,  Hke  the  gods  of  Epicorus^ 
carekfsly  fvSera  plagues  and  calamities  to  vex  the  laadk 
He  is  ignorant  of  theftifferingaand  diftreflet  of  bis  peo» 
pk»  who  wiM  foon  faK  into  a  ftate  of  unnshilationy  bhe 
the  favagcs  whofe  territories  riiey  now  poflefs.  All  na*- 
tions  governed  by  de^potifhi'  muft  inevitably  perifliia  this 
manner.  If  Cochincbina  rekpfes  into  that  chaoe  out 
of  which  it  emerged  about  a  hundred  aad  fifty  yean 
agoj  it  wf K  be  whoHy  dtlregar ded  by  the  nan^ators  who 
now  fJFequent  iht  ports  of  that  kingdom.  The  Chi«> 
giefe,  who  carry  00  the  greateft  »ad<  there,  getin  eoc* 
change  fee  their  owncommodtiieS'irood  for  fmallwoskf 
and  timber  for  building  houfes  tnd  Ihfps;' 

An  immenfe  quantity  of  6igarrtbe  raw^atifonr  livrcn 
(3/.  d/O  a  bondrsdweigbtT  she  wiifte  sNr  eighty  (79.)  and 
fagai^aiidy  »t  ten*  (8if.$«/.>  Very  good.filk;  fattia%and 
pitre^  tArefibaes  of  a^  sree>  not  ^mliisei  the  banaauiy.  which 
thfy  fraudrientiy  min  in<  thew  manuibdtfres.  Bhck 
and  ordinary  tea»  wMch'  ferves*  for  the:  cenfwtnptioa  of 

common 
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BOOK  common  people.  Such  ezceUent  cinnamon,  that  it  fdb 
three  or  foor  times  dearer  than  that  of  Ceylon.  There 
is  very  little  of  it  $  it  grows  only  upon  one  mouotain» 
which  is  always  furrounded  with  guards.  ExcelleDt 
pepper»  and  fuch  pure  iron,  that  they  work  it  as  it  comes 
out  of  the  mine»  without  fmelting.  Gold  of  three  and 
.twenty  carrats.  It  is  found  there  in  greater  plenty  thaa 
in  any  other  part  of  the  Eaft.  Eagle^wood,  which  is 
more  or  lefsefieemed  as  it  is  more  or  iefs  reiinous.  The 
pieces  that  contain  mod  of  this  rofin  are  commonly  ta- 
ken from  the  heart,  or  from  the  root  of  the  tree.  They 
are  called  calunbac,  and  are  .always  fold  for  their  weight 
in  goM  to  the  Chioefcf  who  account  them  the  higheft 
cordial  in  nature.  They  are  carefully  preferved  in  pew- 
^er-boxes^  to  keep  them  from  drying.  When  they  arc 
to  be  adminiftered  they  are  ground  upon  a  marblcwith 
fuch  liquids  as  are  beft  fuited  to  thediforder  they  are  in* 
tended  to  remove.  The  inferior  eagle-wood,  which  al* 
ways  fells  at  lead  a  hundred  livres(4/.  7/.  61^^)  a  pound, 
is  carried  to  Perfia,  Turky,  and  Arabia.  They  ufe  it  to 
perfume  their  doaths,  aiid.foroetimes  their  apartments, 
iipoovery  particular  occafions,  and  then  they  mix  it 
with  amber.  It  is  alfo  ufed  for  another  purpofe.  It  is 
a  cuftom  among  thofe  nations,  when  they  are  deiirous  of 
ihewing  their  vifitors  great. civilities,  to  prcifent  thera 
with  pipes,  then  with. coffee  and  fweetmeats.  Wbea 
converfatton  begins  to  grow  languid,  the  iherbet  is 
4»rought  in,  which  is.  looked  upon  as  a  hint  to  depart. 
As  foon  as  the  flraoger«rifes  to  go  away,  they  bring  in  a 
little  pan  with  eagle-wood,  and  perfume  his  beard, 
fprinkltng  it  with  rofe-water. 

Though  the  French,  who.  had  fcarceany  thing  eVe 
to  bring  but  cloth,  lead,  gunpowder,  and  briAiflone,  were 
obliged  to  trade  with  Cochinchina  chiefly  in  money,  yet 
they,  were  under  a  neceiSty  of  purfuiog  this  trade  iD  com- 
petition with  the  Chinefe.    This  inconveiuence  might 

have 
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have  been  obviated  by  tbc  pt9fit  that  would  have  B  O  O  K 
been  made- upon  goods, fen t. to  Europe,  or  fold  in  In- 
dia ;  but  it  ii  how  too.I^te  to  attempt  it. .  Probity  and 
honefty>  the  eflontials  of  an  a£live  and  folid  trader  are 
forfakjng  thefe  region?,  which  were  formerly,  fo  flou- 
riihingy  in  proportion  as  the;  governnoent.  becomes.  ar« 
bitrai'y,  and  confequently  unjuQ.  In  a  fbort  time  no 
greater  number  of  (hips  will  be  feen  in  their  harbours 
than  in  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  dates,,  where  they 
were  fcarcely  known. ... 

HowE,vfcR  this  may  be,  theJfrench  company  driven 
from  Siam*  and  without,  hopes  *of  fettling  at  the  extre- 
mities  of.  Ana,  began  to  regret  their  fa^ofy  at  Sarat, 
where  they  dared  not  i^ppear  again,  fince  they  had  left 
it  without  paying  their  d?bt5.  They  had  loft  the  only 
nnarket  they  knew  of  foi;  their  cloths,  their- lead,  and 
their  iron;  and  they  were  continually  at  a  lofs  in  the 
purchafe  of  goods  to  anfwer  the  ^apcies  of  the  mother 
country,  and  the  wants  of  the  colonies.  By  fiilfilling 
all  their  (ormer  engagements,  they  might  haye  reco- 
vered their  forfeited  liberty.  TJ?.e  Mogul  government 
wilhed  for  a  greater  oompetition.;in  their,  roads,  and 
would  have  preferred  the  French  to  the  Englifli,.,  who 
had  purchafed  of  the  court  an  exemption  from.' all  du- 
ties, and  often  urged  them  to  it.  AVhether  it., was  for 
want  of  honefty,  of  (kill,  or  of  .means,  certfiin  it  is  that' 
the  company  never  could  renioye  the  reproach  they  had 
incurred.  They  confined  their  whole  atteatipn  .to  the 
fortifying  of  ,Pondicherrj^,  when  they  ;wcre  fot^^^ly 
prevented  by  a  bloody  war,  which  was.  owing  to  re-  <p|^  t  ^ 
niote  caufes.  and  reco- 

The  northern  Barbarians  who  had  overturned  the  ^^  ?^ 
Koman  empire,  that  was  miftrefs  of  the  world,  efta-  chcny] 
bliihed  a  form  of  governnient  which  would,  not  admit  which  bc- 
of  augmenting  their  conquefts,  and  kept  every  ftate  ^J?^  ^^^^ 
within  its  natural  limits.     The  abolition  of  the  feudal  tlementin 
Vol.  L  G  g  laws,  InUia. 
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ll  Ob  &  Uwk»  Mi  tbie  iftltMtfitas  tboYlMiittnt  dpon  tt,  leemel 
j^  ^  t6tehd  ib  n  fcoolid  toititerM  iMMfcby^  but  theAu^ 
ttibA  p&ktr,  ^tAtntA  bf  the  grekt  titeht  t)f  theif 
i(ibDbi^oti8  kttd  itiieitttiRatice  from  mch  6tteN  codd  t»>t 
crvehtrhi  Ifat  builWAHit  Atft  t^eft  nifrng  agaitnft  h.  Af- 
t^  t  lA/htilt  tcMtliry  i;)f  eontefts^  hopissj  fttid  dtfatypoitit- 
Wtnte^t  WisYdtdeA  to^eld  tak  tralbn,  wliofe  fltehgth, 
l^fitittA,  attd  ^ftMty,  rtlid^riicl  \ifet  nu>re  formidkUi  te 
Utt  Vibtti'ti«l  6f  )£tirop«.  'Riehlftieu  and  Mazarine  be- 
gan this  revolution  by  their  totrigiles.  Turehhe  and 
CtitAt  tohitfletcd  it  by  thdf  Vi&ories.  Colbert  fet- 
tkd  it  hy  tht  it^YroAid^on  bf  aVts,  Itind  of  M  kinds  of 
iMMftr^.  ff  Le#ls  XlV»Whotitiiy  4>e  Taid  to  have  been 
hdt,  t^l-baj^f  tint  pHt^  monarch  o¥  tiis  ^^,  but  one 
Whb  beft  tbt»((idirte<  iht  dignity  elf  the  th^6n^,  had  been 
mke  ftibdttiltt  ki  iht'ttttAft  bf  his  pbwef,  and  (lie 
feMe  t>r  fAs  ghiM^llh,  tt  i^  ^fiftctill  to  il^ermine  "bow 
Ht  h«  iisfght  hktt  Mntai  %!$  gbod  fef'tltiie.  His  w 
tity  {lii^M  deCiriihietMl  tb  hfe  ftmbltioft.  After  bistid- 
ittg«i)il#alUbj«^  tb  h'h  Wift,  h^  v^iintfed  to  dd  the 
MM  ^^Kh-li^  fii^bbuts.  His  prrde  raifed  him  more 
MMmlfe^  fhah  %1^  itdiiMiagiilia  his^enmltfsto^rqpplj 
liMl  wSili  «IB^  %tid  td^D^tmrei^. 

IjRfc  %lffah  deHlhltea  Vrith  the  iRatt»ries  6f  hi^  pufte^- 
»)fts  littd  tdHftttf sj  whb  ^otnifed  Mm  UhlVerikl  tno- 
IM<chy»'  slha  'Ate  ftesKir^  hb  'n>o)t  hi  \h^(k  adbtatiofls 
MfftiSbtftM  =ftlB  'kh^e  ¥hkh  th^  «ttem  c^  hi)  pbwtt  to 
Ik^M  ^^^^ir«  bf  miiiftm  tovqo^ft  and  jliivei^.  The 
mi^^  Mt  'blr^i va  tff  'hb  t^rtmiibiht  tul^eds  dif- 
|Afril«l  1!^  ii '(tr&^tii<^^  fii«arit^fin,t6th^teted  thelatrej 
he  had  incurred  by  his  fuccefles,  und  the  abuSTe  hemsSe 
li#hfe»p*bli^«ty. 

^Hfe  Whet  bf  Okhgb,  'a  hian  oiP  a  ttfeadjr,  Mprlght 
a»f|p^itfkiflit  abd  d^  a  peiiett^ttiig  'jtidgmem,  Endowed 
♦rkh  (WeKf  v<«tifc  thit  is  ^orrffiftent  i^rith 'HmHtiwi,  be- 
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C9in»  the  <»0Hr  of  «U  Iteft  rtftntmentft  wtikh  be  hail  B  OO  K 
loDf  foiP^9lt^  hy  bis  Mgpcifttions  and  his  einifikries, 
France  was  9fl»cfc«d  bf  tiic  noft  fomudabfe  c<iiifiMie^ 
rfi^y  T^cofM  in  hi&orf,  and  jrct  die  w«i  coiifliimlgr  tri«* 

Shi:  ivfis  f»>r^  fticcdVPul  la  A^a  as  tn  Europe.  The 
Dutcb  fifii  e|if}f«^oitre4  to  pnsvail  upon  the  natives  to 
^u^  Pop44^berry»  whifih  riiejr  cooid  never  be  compel- 
kd  to  r^Aoj;^.  Tbc  Mien  prince^  to  whom  they  ep- 
pUed  for  than  piKpofef  nittB  Dot  to  be  bribed  hy  their 
£qU  (q  agr,^  to  fo  perfidknw  a  propofal.  His  ^onftant 
aafwer  <w^f  7<fr^  Fffwi  bmfe  ifaugbt  ihai  pfsa,  it  vfouU 
b$  uvjnft  U  t^ru  tWrn^mt.  Wfcat  the  Ra^a  refured  to 
dp#  4ie  X>m^h  AA  tbemleliires.  They  befieged  the 
t&wn  A«  1693*  ^^  ^'^^  obliged  io  reAore  U  at  the 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  a  much  better  conditton  than 
Ij^ey  t«md  it. 

MAf^TaN«yASiagaMi  aftpointed  4iM£br,  and  managed 
4h^  gflfoir^  i4  tbi  cooipaoy  with  that  wlfdom,  ikiH,  and 
j«t«e|rfj|ty«  wbkJi  wais  expesGbcd  from  him.  That  aUe 
and  virtuous  merchant  drew  frcfii  col^iifts  to  Pondi* 
sbtSiHy»  Mfii  m»ifi  Ih^  ^ace  agreeable  #0  thern^  by  the 
1^  j3ir4«r  biS  in^^ntabied  thf  r«,  and  by  his  modenitfon 
m4  jufli^c.  B^  £auad  meam  to  be  belored  by  the 
iPeigbbPtviog  princes^  whole  friendfliip  wtis  of  confer 
^Vimcr  ;to  an  Want  icolony.  He  Mefft^i  and  trained  up 
(eapceltent  fiib}a«Eb«  and  fant  them  to  the  Aliatic  mar- 
J^s»  andtto  the  federal  princes.  He  had  perfuaded  the 
fasoAf  ihaC  os  they  were  come  laA  to  India,  finding 
.Itemicfees  dieee  in  a  'W^ak  condtrion,  and  withotit 
hcqifis  of  aiiftanee  from  bome>  the  oidy  waiy  to  fiieceed 
JTOS*  i»  sive  the  rMw^  a  good  opinion  of  them.  Ht 
fnuie  ibf^ni  pot  off  that  levity,  and  Ihofe  fcornful  aiN^ 
whkrh  fo  olten  make  riiietr  na^oo  4fifiifferabie  to  ftran- 
Her 8^    They  grew  raodeft,  gentle,  and  affidioas  to  bu* 

G  g  a  finefsjf 
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BOOK  finefs ;  tbej  learnt  the  art  of  behaving  fuitabty  to  the 
^   _  ^   ^  genius  of  the  feverai  nations,  and  to  particular  circtim- 
^  (lances..  Tbofe  who  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  the 

company*!  fervice,  frequenting  different  courts,  got  ac- 
quainted with  the  places  where  the  fineft  (luffs  were 
nianufadured,  the  ftaples  where  the  choiceft  commo- 
dities were  to  be  noet  with,  and,  in  (hort,  with  all  the 
particulars  relative  to  the  inland  trade  of  every  country. 
All  that  Martin  could  do  was  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  (iiture  fuccefs  to  the  company,  by  the  good  opinion 
he  gave  of  the  French,  by  the  pains  he  took  to  train 
up  agents,  by  the  informations  he  acquired,  and  by  the 
good  order  he  maintained  in  Pondicherry,  which  daily 
acquired  new  inhabitants;  but  all  this  was  not  TufEcient 
to  invigorate  a  feeble  conftitution  as  that  of  the  com- 
pany had  always  been. 
Decline  of     Th£  firft  fcbeme  was  to  eftabliih  a  great  empire  at 
the  French  Madagafcar.    A  (ingle  armament  carried  over  1688 
and  the^'    perfons,  who  were  made  to  expeft  a  delightful  climate 
caufeofit.  and  a  rapid  fortune,  whereas  they  found  nothing  but 
famine,  difcord  and  death. 

So  unfortunate  a  beginning  difcouraged  the  adven- 
turers from  an  undertaking,  which  they  had  entered  up- 
on for  fa(hion's  fake,  or  out  of  complaifance.    The 
owners  of  (hares  had  not  made  good  their  payments  fo 
pun£tnally  as  they  ought,  which  is  an  e(rentiar thing 
in  commercial  concerns.     The  government,  which  bad 
e'ngaged  to  lend  without   ihtereft  a  (ifth  part  of  the 
fums  which  (hould  come  into  the  company's  coffers, 
and  bad  as  yet  been  called  upon  but  for  two  motions, 
(87,500/1)  again  drew  the  fame  fum  out  of  the  public 
treafure,  in  hopes  of  fupporting  the  wonk  they  had  b^ 
-  gun.    Some  time  after^  they  carried  their  generoiity 
further  ftill,  and  freely  gave  what  at  firft  was  only  lenr. 

/       '  ^       '   .    This 
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This,  facrificc  of  the  miniftry  could  not,  however,  B  O  O  K 
enable  the  company  to  proceed  in  their  operations. 
They  were  forced  to  confine  them  to  Surat  and  Pondi- 
cherry ;  and  to  abandon  their  fettlcments  at  Bantam» 
■Rajapore,  Tilferi,  Mazulipatam,  Gombroon  and  Siam. 
No  doobt  they  had  too  many  faftories,  and.fome  were 
ill  iituated  ;  but  this  was  not  the  reafon  for  putting 
them  down;  it  was  merely  their  inability  to  fupport 
them.  '    • 

Soon  after*  they  were  obliged  to  proceed  a  (lep  fur- 
ther.   In  1682,  they  gave  permiflion  indifcriminately 
to  French  fubjeSs  and  foreigners  to  trade  to  the  Eaft 
indies  for  five  years  on  the  company's  (hips,  paying  the 
freight  that  ihould  be  agreed  upon';  and  on  condition 
that  the  goods  brought  hdme  fhould  be  depofited  in  the 
company's  ware-houfes,  fold  with  iheir  own,  and  pay 
,thcm  a  doty  of  five  per  cent.     The  public  fo  eagerly 
came  into  this  propofal^  that  the  dlre£lors  entertained 
^reat  hopes  from  the  in^reafe  of  thefe  fmall  profits, 
which  would  be  conAant  without  any  rifque.     But  the 
proprietors,  defpifing  thefe  leffer  emoluments,  and  jeal- 
lous  of  the  great  profits  made  by  the  free  traders,  in  two 
yearstinae  obtained  a  repeal  of  this  regulation,  and  their 
charter  remained  in  full  force. 

To  fupport  this  monopoly  wiihfome  decency,  they 
wanted  money.  In  1684,  the  company  obtained  from 
goyernnient  a  calt  upon  all  the  proprietors,  amounting 
to  a  quarter  of,  their  concern  j  and  in  cafe  any  one  fail- 
ed to  pay  his  call,  his  whole  (hare  was  to  be  made  over 
to  another,  who  had  paid  it  for  him.  Whether  from 
perverfenefs,  from  good  reafons,  or  from  inability,  ma- 
ny did  not  pay,  fo  that  their  (hares  loft  three  fourthii  of 
thrir.  original  valuer  and  to  the  fliame  of  thenation, 
.iQen  wereifound.fo  barbarous  or  fo  unjuft  as  to'enrich 
ihcmfclvts  with  their  fpoib..:     :  : 

G  g  5  This 
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This  diihooMnble  ctpedienC  enabled  tfcdm  to  fit 
•ttt  a  few  (bipi  for  Afte  ;  but  new  wants  were  foon  Mt; 
This  cfiidi  AtlifttMKif  wbich  grew  worfe  and  worfe^  f ut 
th^m  Mfon  demamUBg  of  ihe  pr6pri^ton>  hi  1697,  tte 
refliitution  of  fcht  dividends  of  t«n  and  twcAty  par  cent 
vrhich  tbey  had  received  in  1687  and  1691.  So  4xtt%- 
or^nary  a  propofal  raifed  a  general  eUtnobr.  Thsy 
were  obliged  to  huve  rdeourfe  to  the  afuial  nM»thod  il 
borrov^  ing.  Thefe  loans  became  more  chargeabl€#  tht 
mora  tbey  were  mulliplitfdi  bccaufe  the  ftcufiry  ptw 
more  precarious. 

As  the  company  was  in  wftnC  both  of  montfy  and  trh 
dit>  the  omptineis  of  their  coffers  put  it  one  of  tbdr 
power  to  affM-d  thofe  advantages  to  the  dierclmm  m  In- 
dia»  and  that  enconragement^  without  which  he  wit 
neither  w^Drk  nor  ftt  others  to  work*  This  iAabiiity  re* 
duced  t^e  French  iales  to  nothings  It  h  defnOnftraUdi 
that  from  1664  to  16841  that  is,  in  the  fpate  of  twenty 
yearsrtbe  fom  total  of  their  produte  did  not  exceed  iHbe 
millions  one  hundred  thoufand  livree  (398^ia5/.) 

To  thefe  bad  been  added  other  abttfes.  The  Mt 
dud  of  the  adminifirators  sind  ag^cnts  for  the  Comply 
had  not  been  properly  difa£ked|  %>t  duly  kitdMd  into« 
They  had  broken  into  their  capitaU  and  paid  dividemls 
out  of  their  ftock,  wbich  odght  only  to  have  triftn  ftom 
the  profits^  The  leaft  brilliant  and  leaft  pratp^rOfJl  0f 
all  reigns  had  exhibited  a  model  for  ^  coiaitfemifli  tm- 
pany.  The  trade  to  China,  the  eafieft,  the  ftfcft  ami 
the  moft  advantageous  tbtft  il  carried  dn  with  Aflay  hid 
been  given  up  to  a  ptirti<JulBr  body  of  merchants. 

The  bloody  war  of  16891  added  to  Ih^  ^niamitiei  of 
the  India  coitipftnyi  titn  by  thd  ^eiy  fiicttefil^  (rf 
France.  Swarmf  of  privaiteers)  fitted  «it  ftm  tiw 
ieverai  harbours  ki  the  kingdom^  annoyed  by  thefr  vl« 
gilance  and  bravery  the  trade  of  HoUtukI  ftnd  fin^lsftl. 

In 
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In  tWr  nunobcckf^  prizes  w^r©  f<Hin4  ^  fCp^lijjHMtt  B  Q  Q  I?. 
<iu*ntity  of  India  ^QO^s,  whi^h  were  rct^iM  ^t  i  Ipw 
pric^.  The  (company,,  who  by  thi§  c;qiup«i|ip9  Wf  r^ 
foFQcd  to  fell  und?r  prime  <?oft^  fought  to  find  gut  fomft 
expedient  to  fave  themfelves  f^om  thjs  cxtrenajiy,  ^Ht 
could  think  of  nope  that  wgs  rQConcilegble  with  th^ 
intereft  of  the  ofivatqersi,  nor  did  the  mjnjfter  think 
proper  to  /acrince  an  vfeful.  fet  of  jri^n,  ^o  a  fepdjF 
who  had  fo  long  wearied  km  with  tbeir  TOHrmprf  sip4 
Qomplaints.  , 

AFTEjt  all,  the  company  Iw^dl  m^y  mcffC  caufw  pf 
4ifcontei3t,  The  financier^  had  (hewn  i^iji  open  batr^4 
fpr  thcm^  and  were  cQntinuj|ljy  thwarting  and  e^ggipg 
thew.    S\ippprt;e4  by  thpfip  vile  aOpcis^tea  which  5h(;y 

alwjiys  tove  at  ^ourtt  tl^y  <?nd^»v9t»r*^  w  ^BuiWUic; 

the  loidil^  tradej  under  the  (pecions  fntfi^p.Qf  epq^vir 
rtdng  th«  b^wnc  nnanuf».anre§.,  Th^  gftvcfnnicint  wa^ 
^t  firft  ^f raid  of  bein^  expofed  t.9  r^prp^ch^  ^y  i^pmr 
ing  frpm  the  principles  of  CQlherf*  ^fw}  .repwll98  <b? 
fupft  folisflan  ediQ?;  but  thq  CftTOKjr^  9f  ,th(i  C^v^PMf 

fonnd  ff)«^p8  tP  r^^^^r  ihof?  privil^gw  "Jf^^efs,^  ^^yhic^ 
tbi?  jniai^ry  wowW  pot  gbpU(b;  .and.with<?ufmpgs^br 
folute^  d^griyed  Pf  *f;Wf  the  cflmp^ny.WJ  ^Pi&r  W 
joyed  them.  .-  v    . 

HRAYJJWi<lptic9  VTfire  fav:celCvdy  Jai4:VP99  ^^H  W^a 
gpod^/  H?iK  ?  y^^^  f^MPW  p^flfedn  withwt  f9iiic;  9ey 
I^*UUPn«  (pmctiwstp  allWi  fwetijpif  ^  ^P  IM-phibU 
ibe  ijfe  of  thefp  coinn)oiiiifii ;  ther^  wa$  f  conjinflc^l 
(ficne  gf  ^ontra4i^»on?,  ji?  *  P?f  t  pf  Mfp5piftr^^9n  ^h*t 

wouW?  h*v«  r^qyiced.  fteady  ^fld  iny^riRhl^^.Pfin^ple^ 
Att  th^lip  ^^vprings  ga^ve  JP^rppp  .WCT  t^  thiftK  thpt 
Vad^'.WPuW  hardly  V^^^ftWy^Ffl »»  a.Wng*vn.  >«hf P 
all  depends  upon  the  <;^4S??i,9if  a  BiPifeff  Of  Ah^  il)- 

tarflU.f9f.th#.wHp.€«TfirnTr  . 

^       ••  • 
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BOOK      Xm£  condud  of  in  ignorant  abd  corrupt  adminiftra* 
^Xl      tlon;  the  levity  and  inipitiencc  of  the  proprietors,  the 
"^         felfilh  jealoiify  of  the  finance,  th«  oppreffive  fpirit  of 
the  treafury,  joined  to  other  caufes,  bad  prepared  the 
ruin  bf  the  company.     The  miferies  of  the  war  for  the 
Spanifli  fucceflion  haftened  their  deflrudion. 

Every  refource  was  exhauded.  The  moft  faiiguine 
faw  no  profpeA  of  making  the  lead  armament.  Beddes, 
if  by  Tome  uhexpe3ed  good  fortune  they  (hould  chance 
to  fit. out  fome  few  we^k  veflels,  it  was  to  be  feared 
they  might  be  feized  in  Edrope,  or  in  India,  by  difap** 
^inted  creditors,  who  muft  be  exafperated  at  being  (o 
long  trifled' 'With.  Thefe  powerful  motives  determined 
the  cdmpariy  in  1707,  loconreht  that  fome  rich  mer- 
chantsKhould  fend  thefr  own  flvp^  to  India,  upon  con- 
dition ^that  they  Ihoujd  allow  the  company,  fifteen  per 
cent;  profit' upon  the  ^Oods  they  Aould  brmg  home, 
and  the  right  of  taking  fuch  (hare  in  thofe  fliips  as 
their  circumftances  (h6uld  'admit  of:  Sooii  after  tbis» 
ihey  Were  'cV^n  rediicied  tp  make  over  ihe  whole 
imd  cxcluftve'ekercife  6f  their  privilege  to  fome  priva- 
teers of  St/Malo,  ftJll^  refervihg  the  fame- conceflion, 
whiiihfor  fome  year§  paft  had  in  fome  degree  kept 
them  alive. 

'•  NoT>ViTHSTANDiNO  this  dcfpcrate  (iiasition,  in 
1 714  they  folicited  the  renewal  of  their  cl^arter^  which 
was  neai^ly  at  an  end^  and  which  they  had  etrjbyed  for 
half  a  cehfqry.     The'  tn\ti\Qxy,  who  did  not  fe'noW,  or 


Duc  loon  ,  _--  prO" 

relapfes      grefs  of  empu'csi  has  always  confidered  the  death  of 

intoobfcu.  ^  Ijj^rt 

rity.  ^ 


\ 
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Colbert  as  the  period  that  put  an  end  to  ihc  true  prof-  ^  ^^  ^ 
perity  of  France.     She  ftill  appeared  with  fome  out- 
vx  ard  fplendor,  but  her  inward  decay  increafed  daily. 
Her  finances,  adminiftered  without  order  and  princi- 
ple, fell  a  prey  to  a  mtiltitude  of  rapacious  farmers  of 
the  revenue,     Thefe  people  made  themfelves  necefla- 
ry  by  their  very  extortions,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  give 
the  law  even  to  government.     The  confufion,  ufury, 
and  continual  alterations  in  the  coin,  the  redudions  of 
intercfl,  the  alienations  of  the  domain  and  of  the  taxes, 
engagements  which  it  was  impoifible  to  fulfil,  the  cre- 
ation of  penfions  and  places ji  the  privileges  and  exemp- 
tions of  all  kinds,  and  a  (houfand  other  evils,  each  more 
ruinous  than  the  other,  were  the  confeqtlences  of  fo 
corrupt  an  adminiftration. 

•  The  lofs  of  credit  foon  became  univerfal.  Bank- 
ruptcies were  more  frequent.  Money  grew  fcarce,  and 
trade  was  at  a  ftand.  The  confumption  was  fmaller. 
The  culfurc  of  lands  was  negleSed.  Artifts  went 
over  to  foreign  countries.  The  common  people  had 
neither  food  nor  clothing.  The  nobility  ferved  in  the 
army  without  pay,  and  mortgaged  their  lands.  All  or- 
ders of  men  groaned  under  the  weight  of  taxes,  and 
were  in  want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.*  The  royal  ef- 
fefts  had  loft  their  value.  The  contraQs,  upon  the  ho- 
ttl  de  ^ille  fold  but  for  half  their  worth,  and  the  bills 
Df  falc  fell  eighty  or  ninety  per  cent,  under  par.  Lewis 
XlV,  a  little  before  his  death,  was  in,  great  want  of 
eight  millions;, (3 50,000/.)  and  was  JPorced  to  give  bonds 

for  32,000,600,  (1,400,000/.)  which  was  borrowing  at 

foiir  hundred  per  cent. 
In  this  confgfioh  were  public  affairs,  when  the  Duke 

bf  Orleans  tojbk  the  reins  of  government.     Thofe  who 
•"were  for  Vibknt   meafures,    propofed  to  facrifice  the 

Creditors  of  the  ilate' to  the  landholders,  as  the  former 

were 
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BOOK  were  in  proportLon  to  the  Utter  but  as  one  to  (\%  lutii^ 
j^  ^  drcd.    The  regent  refufed  to  come  into  a  menfore  that 
would  have  damped  an  indelible  ila'm  upoo  hU  adminU 
firation.    He  preferred  an  impiirj  into  the  public  ea* 
gagementt  to  a  total  bankruptcy. 

NOTWITHSTANPII^G  tbc  rcduQlOn of  6oQjO0O]0QI> 

(26f250jOOo/.)    of  dock  to  bearer,  tq   250^000,000 

{iOf93hS^')  ^f  government  hondfty.  the  oational  debt 
amounted  to  26^,138,001  livre*  (901^18 ,.173/.  ua) 
at  twenty-eight  livres  (i/.  4/.  &/,)  the  mark»  theinter« 
eft  of  which,  at  four  per  cent,  aoiounted  to  S$t^983»453 
livres,  (3,936, 7 7 6/.  is.  4A  h^fp.) 

This  enormous  debt,  which  nearly  ablbrbed  the 
whole  of  the  public  revenue,  fugjgeft^d  the  idea  of  ap^ 
pointing  a  bed  of  juftice,  to  call  thofe  to  account  whe 
had  been  the  authors  of  the  public  csdamitie3,  and  had 
enriched  themfelves  with  the  fpotls  of  the  nation.  Tbi« 
inquiry  only  fervcd  to  expofe  to  public  view  the  isca-* 
pacity  of  the  minifters  who  bad  been  intrufted  with  the 
management  of  the  finances,  the  craft  of  the  farmers 
of  the  revenue  who  had  f wallowed  them  up^  :|ndtb| 
bafenefs  of  the  courtiers  who  had  fold  their  intereft  to 
the  (irft  bidde^  By  this  eaperimcnt,  honefi;  mind^ 
were  confirmed  in  the  abhorrence  they  always  bad  for 
fuch  a  tribunal.  It  degrades  the  dignity  of  the  princf 
who  fails  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and  expofes  to  tli^ 
people  the  vices  of  a  corrupt  admini(lration«  It  k  ior 
jurious  to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  who  is  accounta- 
ble for  his  anions  to  nope  but  the  law.  It  ftrikes  terror 
into  the  rich>  who  are  marked  out  as  delinquents,  mere^- 
iy  becaufe  they  are  rich,  be  thieir  fortunes  well  or  iU 
gotten.  It  gives  encouragement  to  infprmersj  who 
point  out,  as  fit  obje3s  for  tyrannyj  fuch  as  it  ipay 
be  advantageous  to  ruin.  It  is  comppfed  of  uom^ror 
firl  leeches^  who  fee  jguilt  wherever  they  fufpeft  tfacrp 

is 
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is  money.    It  fpares  pltitidtrerSf  who  find  maios  te  fe*  B  O  O  X 
crel  tfaek  wealih  in  time  i  and  ftripa  honeft  men  who  ^  ^1^ 
Ihougbt  tkcmfelvts  fecwfc  kt  their  innocence.    It  fiucri- 
ficea  ihtf  interefls  of  ^he  trctfury  to  the  whim$  of  4 
few  greectyi  pr^igate  and  extravagant  favoorites^ 

Whilst  France  was  exhibiting  to  all  £uri>pe  the 
cruel  and  difgraoefvl  ipedacleof  thefe  complicated  evils; 
a  Scotch  empiric  arrived  at  Paris*  who  for  fOme  time 
^d  been  travelling  abouty  and  making  a  (how  of  his 
tajents,  hurried  on  by  bis  own  f eftlefs  difpofitioiu  His 
fiery  geni^iSy  and  peremptory  manner,  was  capable  of 
bearing  down  every  argument,  and  fnrmounthig  every 
difficuky.  In  1 7 16  he  fo^cfied  the  idea  of  afaank,  the 
fuccefs  of  which  confounded  his  opponents*  and  evefi 
c^cdeded  his  own  expe6:atioiis.  With  ninety  milltcns 
(3*957»SOo/.)  that  the  Weft  India  company  fiornifhed 
towards  this  bank*  it  gave  new  life  to  agriculturcj  to 
trade*  to  arts*  in  ihort,  to  the  whole  nation.  '1  he  an-* 
thor  was  extotkd  as  an  accurate*  extenfive  and  elevated 
genius*  who  defpifed  fortune*  aimed  only  at  glory*  and 
wanted  to  tranfmit  his  name  to  pofterity  by  great  a£H« 
Ons.  Such  was  the  gratitude  of  the  public*  that  he  Was 
thought  to  defervtt  the  bigbeft  honours.  This  aftoniOi- 
tfig  profpetity  gave  him  an  unlknited  authority.  He 
made  ufo  of  it  in  1719  to  unite  the  Eaft  and  Weft  In- 
dk  cott^panies*  as  iikewiie  thofe  of  Africa  and  China 
into  one  body.  Commercial  fchemes  were  the  leaft 
concern  of  the  new  fociety.  They  carried  theif  ambi- 
lloft  lb  far  as  to  pretend  to  pay  off  all  the  national  debt. 
The  government  granted  them  the  fole  vending  of  to- 
bacco* the  ff^int*  the  receipts  and  general  farms/to  en* 
able  them  to  porfue  fo  grand  a  projeS. 

At  firft.  Law's  fchemes  fttet  with  univerfa)  appro1)a« 
ttoki.  I^ix  hfandred  and  twenty-*four  thoufand  ftares* 
Rioltlybooght  with  government  bflls^  and  which  upon 


an 
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Jft  O  O  K  aft  averag^e  did  not  really  coft  500  livres,  (21/.  17/.  6i.) 
j^l^^  rofc  to  lOiOOO  livrcs,  (437/.  10/.)  payable  in  bank  notes* 
Such  was  the  infatuation  of  the  public,  that  not  only 
Frenchmen  but  foreigners,  and  even  the  mod  fenfible 
people,  fold  their  ftock,  their  lands,  their  jewels,  to 
play  this  extraordinary  game.  Gold  and  (ilver  were 
held  in  no  eftimatioa ;  and  nothing  but  paper  currency 
was  fMght  after. 

Tris  frenzy  ni^ltiplied  paper  credit  to  fucb  an  amtzing 
degrect  that  it  circulated  to  the  andount  of  6, 1 38,243,590 
livres,  (268,548,157/.  is^sd.)  in  fliarcs  of  India  ftock,or 
in  bank  notes,  though  there  was. adually  in  the  kingdom 
no  more  than  twelve  htindred  millions  (529500,000/.)  in 
^ecie,  at  fixty  livres  the  mark  (2/.  1 2/.  6d.) 

Such  a  disproportion  might  pofflbly  have  been  born 
in  a  free  nation^  where  it  had  been  brought  on  by  de- 
grees. The  citizens,  accuAomed  to  confider  the  nation 
as  a  permanent  and  independent  body,  triift  to  its  fecn- 
riiy  the  more  readily,  as  they  are  feldom  thoroirghly 
acquainted  with  its  powers,  and  have  a  good  opinion 
of  its  equity,  founded  on  experience.  Upon  the  ftrength 
of  this  favourable  prejudice^  credit  is  often  ftretchcd 
in  thofe  dates  beyond  the  real  refources  and  fecurities 
of  the  nation.  This  is  not  the  cafe  is  an  abfolute  mo* 
narchy,  efpecially  fuch  as  have  often  broke,  their  en- 
gagements. If  an  implicit  confidence  is  fliewn  in  a  fit 
of  phrenzy,  the  efFeS  ceafes  with  the  caufe.  Their 
infolvency  ftrikes  every  eye.  The  honefty.of  the  mo- 
narch, the  mortgage,  the  (lock,  every  thing  appean 
imaginary.  The  creditor,  recovered  from  his  deliriumi 
demands  his  money  with  a  degree  of  impatience  pro- 
portionable to  his  uneafinefs.  The  hiftory  of  the  fyf- 
tem  will  corroborate  this  truth. 

In  order  to  anfwer  the  Bvf\.  demands,  they  had  re- 
courfe  to  very.ftrangie^  expedients.    Gold  was  prohibiN 

ed 
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ed  in  trade ;  all  perfons  were  forbidden  to  keep  by  them  B  O  o  ^ 
more  than  five  hundred  livres  (aiA  17/.  6d.)  in  fpecte« 
An  edi&  was  publi(hed»  importing  feTeral  fucceffive 
dimimitions  in  the  value  of  the  coin.  This  had  the 
defired  e£Fed;  people  were  now  in  no  hurry  to  draw 
their  money  from  the  bank ;  on  the  contrary,  in  lefs 
than  a  month  they  brought  in  cafli  to  the  amount  of 
forty-four  million^  fix  hundred,  ninety-fix  thoufandf 
one  hundred,  and  ninety  livres  (i»9$S>458'*  6a  ^d.)  in 
fpecie,  at  eighty  livres  (3/.  10/.)  the  mark. 

As  this  infatuation  could  not  be  lading,  it  was  judg- 
ed expedient  to  leflTen  the  difproportion  between  paper 
and  money,  by  reducing  the  bank  bills  to  half  their 
value,  and  the  (hares  to  five-ninths.  .  The  fiandard  for 
the  coin  was- fixed  at  eighty-two  livres  ten  fols  (3/.  I2/. 
2ii.  /.)  the  mark.  This  operation,  the  mod  rational, 
perhaps,  that  could  have  been  devtfed  in  the  critical 
fituation  of  affairs,  conipleted  the  general  confufion. 
The  confternation  was  univerfal ;  every  one  imagined 
he  had  loft  half  his  fortune,  and  was  in  a  hurry  to  call 
in  the  remainder.  The  bank  had  no  ftock,  and  the 
ftock-brokers  found  they  had  only  been  grafping  at  (ha- 
dows.  The  foreigners,  who  had  realized  their  paper 
at  firft,  and  carried  ofF  one-third  of  the  ready  money 
of  the  kingdom,  ivere  the  leaft  lofers.  The  hopes 
which  the  government  had  conceived  of  paying  off  the 
national  debt  difappeared  with  Law,  and  there  remain- 
ed no  folid  monument  of  the  fyftem,but  anIndiaC>m- 
pany,  whofe  fliares  were  fixed  by  the  liquidation  of 
1723,  to  the  number  of  fifty-fix  thoufand,  butbyfub- 
fequent  events  were  reduced  to  fifty  thoufand,  two  hun- 
dred, fixty^et'ght,  and  four-tenths. 

UNFORTUNAtELY  they  prefcrvcd  the  privileges  of 
the  feveral  companies  out  of  which  this  new  one  had 
been  formed  $  and  this  prerogative  made  them  neither 

wife 
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B  O  OK  wife  nor  poweifn):  it  cosifified  the  negro  tra4r,  asd 

^  .  ItPff^  th^  profKfi  of  dif  Tus»r  co)o«m.    Moft  of 

'  their  priyilcc^  ferved  only  lo  autiiorUe  odioas  mosopo^ 

lief.    T)ie  moft  fiurtile  s«gto0f  upm  eardi^  wteo  in 

Ibeir  h>nd«»  were  neither  poppled  oor  eolduted.  The 

fpirit  of  fifUttce^  which  r eftfww  pnrfuite  as  mflcli  m  the 

cowmraal  fpivit  eoler  see  tlKffi»  hecanie  the  if  irk  of 

the  Gompasft  aod  has  coottwed  ever  finoe.    The  ^t- 

re£kor«  thonght  of  Mthtog  but  fluakiog  money  of  the 

rights  ceded  to  the  fiompeiiy  JO  Afity  Africa*  aod  Ame- 

riea*    It  hecasae  a  fedety  of  facmers  rather  than  a 

tfBding  ^ompanjr.    Nothieg  u>v\d  poffibljr  he  UH  ifi 

pralfe  of  their  adniinN(lrauen>  hed  they  not  been  (o  hd*- 

Aeftas  to  pay  off  the  debts  eociuxiiilaMd  im  India  ior  a 

century  paft(  and  had  they  not  Dskeft  e«ne  to  fecure 

Foodicbeirry  againft  any  Mvufion*  by  fttrsoandaig  it 

with  walls.    Their  trade  was  W  poor  aad  preeariow 

tUl  Orry  was  apppioiod  ^.  fupertnund  the  finanoes  of 

the  nation* 

Great  fuc      Tm^t  oprightaad  dafinMeikd  jninifler  caft  «  Ue- 

cefi  of  the  mtk  upoo  bis  vktiieSa  by  a  hortineb  of  temper  whkli 

Ud^t^   be  ibewfid  in  frjmtioer  not  AiNsb  to  the  creditor  the 

luuion.    One  4loy  that  a  friend  wns  nphmiding  hijn  <or 

hU  wd^jitlii  be  anfwer^dj  JUm^  pm  H  Ar  9fiu$mtifff  sa/ 

^  a  hundred  /«j^f  /  ^  in  a  ditjh  ^Jtdtm^fir  a 

ffial^  and  fifyffiru  kmgffep    He  hid  o  beother  ttUBed 

FuJyy^  who  was  left  rigid  in  1m  paneiplest  liot  had 

oaore  alfabiUty^  and  gae^tNir  cafoioiy*    lie  iotnied 

htm  witii  the  coficeras  of  the  ^oittpaAyy  vhkh.  coaid 

joot  but  thrive  in  inch  heodff, 

JJoTwiTHSTANAw^  the  oM  aud  near  pnqodktt; 
notwithftandlng  the  abboianiQe  Ike  pMUkh  jiacl  fer  ^a 
relic  of  the  fyftem;  MtwithAainiiag  the  imtbcwty  of 
the  Sorhoaaey  wMch  jhad  decided  that  the  dividend 
jipon  the  Aiires  w^  under  thedepoRiinatieACif  nfery ; 

notwith- 
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ttot^vithftaifdrng  Aie  blindners  of  a  nation  credatous  B  0  I)  1L 
enough  not  to  be  Ihocked  at  fb  abfurd  a  decirion,  yet 
ftiB  the  two  brothers  found  means  to  convince  Cardi- 
nal Tieary  that  it  was  right  effednsfly  to  fopport  the 
India  Company.  Tliey  even  prevailed  upon  that  mt- 
nifter,  who  was  fometimes  too  parfrnionious,  to  lavilh 
the  titig^a  favom-s  npon  this  eftablUbmetrt.  The  cafe 
of  fnperintending  its  trade  and  tncfealing  its  powers, 
was  afterwards  committed  to  feveral  perfons  of  Icnown 
abilities. 

Dumas  was  fentto  Pondtchcrry.  Me  foon  o'btained 
leave  of  the  court  of  Delhi  to  coin  money;  whieh  j)rt* 
vilege  ^as  wonh  four  Or  ftvt  humh-ed  thoufand  livres 
{ubom  ip»7M'-  ^n  ^^  average)  a  year.  He  obtained  a 
celfion  of  the  territory  tjf  Karical,  which  entitled  h'rti 
*t>  a  confiderable  ftarc  in  tfhe  trade  of  Tanjonr.  Some 
time  after,  a  hundred  thoufand  Marattas  invaded  the 
Decan.  They  attftAefl.  Ac  nabob  of  Arcot,  ivho 
was  vanqiiiflied  and  flain.  Ififs  family  and  feverafi  df  Ms 
fubjeds  took  refuge  in  Pondicherry.  They  -were  re- 
ceived'With'an  thetnidtiefs  duetoalliesin diftrefs*  Ra« 
gf^8ocrflbla>thefenerWI'dF  the  vrftorious  trrmy,  de- 
manded, that  they  ftiot^ldbeddivered  uptoh'mi,  and 
fttttfaer  required  thfe  'payment  of  ifioc-ooo  fivres 
^52^$oo/.)  ^y  virtue^  a  tribute,  *vrfikh  lie  pretended 
the  Freifdi  had  ibrmeriy  f Amiitted  to. 

Pujii^s  made  anffw^f  ;^at  fo  long  as  the  Moguls 
had  beien  waAecu  of  ihat  oountry,  they  had  «lwwys 
trestted  the  French  whli  the'refjped  idub  to  one  of  ^thc 
moft  iHtiflrioin  nations  4nt)ieiNrorld^  which  todtn  pride 
'fai  lier  «tftn  in  'prOte&ing%er4ieheibAx>rs^  thattt  was 
not  tti  the  nature  of  that  magnanimous  nation  to  deliver 
up  a  nuiriber^  wotneti  anrd  children,  and  6f  nnfortd- 
nate  and  ^i^ncekffs  men,  to  fee  them  -put  ttytleath  ; 
that  tlie  f  ngitfve^  Ihen  in  we^towti  were  under  the  pro- 

tefiictt 
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BOOK  tedion  of  bis  king*  who  eftcemed  it  his  higheft  honour 
_^  ^  to  be  the  protedor  of  the  diftreffed ;  that  every  French- 
man in  Pondicherry  would  gladly  die  in  their  defence; 
and  that  it  was  as  much  as  his  head  was  worth,  if  his 
fovcreign  was  to  know  that  be  had  fo  much  as  liAened 
to  the  mention  of  a  tribute.  He  added,  that  he  was 
ready  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity t  and  if 
be  was  overpowered^  he  would  get  on  board  his  (hxfh 
and  return  to  Europe.  That  Ragogi  might  confiderof 
it»  and  fee  whether  he  chofe  to  expofe  his  army  to  ut- 
ter deftruSion^  when  the  moft  he  could  get  by  it.  was 
to  take  pofieilion  of  a  heap  of  ruins. 

The  Indians  had  not  been  accuftomed  to.  hear  the 
French  talk  with  fo  much  dignity.  This  hold nefs  dag- 
gered the  general  of  the  Marattas,  and  after  fome  ne- 
gociations  ikilfully  carried  on,  he  determined  to  keep 
peace  with  Pondicheriy, 

Whilst  Dumas  was  procuring  wealth  and  refped 
to  the  company,,  the  government  fept  U  Bourdonnais 
to  the  ifle  of  France. 

At  the  time  of  thdr  firft  nav^aiipns  to  India,  the 
Portuguefe  bad  difcovered  to  the  ea(l  of  Madagafcao 
between  the  i9ih  and  aoth  degrees  of  latitude,  three 
iflands,  to  which  they;gave  thenaqiesof  Mafcarenhas, 
Cern6  and  Rodrigue.  Ti^ere  cbey  fouiid  neither  men 
fior  quadrupeds,  and  attempted  no, fe.tel^ment  upon  ei- 
ther <pf  the.iflands.  The:  inoft  .Aveflern  of  them, 
v^hich  they  had  i^aiped  Mafi:arenha3»  feri»ed  as  a  re- 
fuge ahoqt  the  year.  1665  ^P  ^^^^  Frenchtnen^  who  be- 
fore w(:re  fettled  at  Ma^gafcar.  There  they  found 
an  extent  of  iixty  .mile^  in  length  and  f»rtj[-five  in 
.breadtbji  fuH  of  mountainS|  and  but  few  plains.  At  firft 
they  bred  cattle,,  and  afterwariJs  they  cultivated  Euro- 
pean  corn,  Afiatic  and  African  fruits^  and  igme  vege- 
tables fit  for  that  niild  climate.  The  health,  plenty  and 
freedom  they  enjoyed,  induced  feveral  Tailors  belonging 

to 
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to  tht  fhips  that  touched  there  for  refreihments,  to  come  B  0  O  IC 
and  live  amongft  them.  InduAry  brought  on  popula- 
tion. In  1718,  they  procured  fome  cofFee-trees  from 
Arabia,  which  fucceeded  tolerably  Well,  though  the 
fruit  had  toft  much  of  its  flavotir.  This  cultufe,  and 
other  kborious  employments,  were  performed  by  (laves 
from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  from  Madagafcar.  Then 
the  ifland,  Which  had  changed  its  name  from  Mafca- 
renhds  to  the  Ifle  of  Bourboti,  became  an  important  ob- 
jeS  to  the  company.  In  1 763,  the  population  amount- 
ed to  4627  white  people,  and  15149  blacks  i  the  cattle 
confifted  of  8702  beeves,  4o84flieep,  7405  goats,  7619 
hogs.  Upoti  Ant}Ltttit  6i  12590$  acres  of  cultiv^ttd 
Und,  they  gslthered  as  much  cafTava  as  would  feed  their 
flaVes,  113500C)  pound  weight  of  corn,  844100  pounds 
of  rice,  2879100  pounds  of  maize>  and  2535100  pounds 
of  coffee,  which  the  company  bought  up  at  hz  ibis 
(about  31I.)  a*pound. 

UwifORTtNATELY  tWs  valuabk  pofleffion  has  no 
harbour.  This  tnconvenlerice  deterniined  the  French 
to  attempt  a  fettlement  on  the  ifland  of  Cern6,  «where 
the  Portuguefe  had,  asufual,  left  fome  quadrupeds  and 
fowls  foft  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  their  fiiips  as  (hould 
fbould  chatice  t6  call  there.  The  Dutch,  who  after- 
Wards  took  pofleffiofi  6f  it,  forfook  it  for  fear  of  multi- 
plying their  fettlertiems  too  much.  The  ifland  wa^  un- 
itlhabitcd  when  the  French  landed  there  in  1720,  and 
changed  its  name  from  Mauritius  to  the  ifle  of  France^ 
Which  rt  ftill  bears. 

TiiE  firft  inhabitailts  that  were  fent  thither^  came 
over  from  Bourbon,  atid  there  they  were  forgotten  for 
fifteen  years*  They  only  formed  as  it  were  a  corps  db 
garde,  with  orders  to  hang  out  a  French  fiag^  to  in- 
form alt  nations  that  the  ifl^and  had  a  mafter.  The 
company,  loiig  undetermined,  decided  at  lad  for  the 
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BOOK  keeping  it,  and  in  1735*  la  Bourdonnais  wascommif- 
•       (ioned  to  improve  it. 

This  man,  who  has  (ince  been.fo  famous>  was  born 
at  St.  Male,  and  had  been  at  Tea  from  the  age  of  ten 
years ;  all  his  voyages  had  been  profperous,  and  in 
every  one  he  had  fignalized  himfelf  by  fome  extraordi- 
nary aSion.    He  bad  reconciled  th^  Arabs  and  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  were  juft  going  to  murder  one  another  in 
the  road  of  Mocha :  and  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
the  war  at  Mah6.    He  was  the  firft  Frenchman  who 
ever  thought  of  fending  armed  veffels  into  the  Indian 
feas.     He  was  known  to  be  equally  (kilful  in  the  art  of 
fliip-buildingy  as  in  that  of  navigating  and  defending  a 
(hip.    His  fchemes  bore  the  mark  of  genius^  nor  were 
his  views  contraded  by  the  clofe  attention  he  paid  to  all 
the  minute  particulars  of  whatever  plan  he  undertook. 
Difficulties  did  but  quicken  his  aftivity,  and  difplay  his 
talent  for  difpofing  the  men  under  his  command  to  the 
beft  advantage.    Nothing  was  ever  laid  to  his  charge 
but  an  immoderate  paiTion  for  riches  ;  and  it  muft  be 
confefTed  he  was  not  over  fcrupulous  as  to  the  means  o( 
acquiring  them. 

He  was  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  Ifle  of  France^  than 
he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  acquire  every  information  he 
could  concerning  it.  He  found  it  to  be  3 1890  toifes  ifl 
its  greateft  diameter^  22124  ^"  ^^^  greateft  breadth,  and 
432680  acres  in '  furface.  The  greater  part  of  this 
ground  was  covered  with  almoft  impenetrable  forefts^ 
and  with  mountains  not  above  400  toifes  high.  Mod 
of  thefe  hills  were  full  of  refervoirs  of  water,  which 
poured  down  in  flreams  upon  a  dark  grey  earth,  entire- 
ly full  of  holes,  and  for  the  moft  part  ftony. 

The  fea  coaft  was  what  la  Bourdonnais  chiefly  at- 
tended to,  and  his  principal  obfervations  related  to  the 
two  harbours  he  found  there.    He  thought  the  harbour 
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on  the  fouth  eaft  fide  not  worth  attending  to,  on  ac-  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
count  of  the  regular  and  high  winds,  which  make  it 
impoffible,  or  at  leaft  very  difficulty  to  fail  out  of  it 
any  feafon  of  the  year.  That  on  the  north-weft  he 
found  far  preferable,  though  the  fliips  muft  get  to  it 
through  a  narrow  channel,  between  two  flats,  and  theii 
be  towed  in,  and  though  it  will  fcarcely  admit  above 
thirty-five  or  forty  (hips. 

As  foon  as  la  Bourdonnais  had  taken  thefe  neceflary 
informations,  he  endeavoured  to  inftil  a  fpirit  of  emula* 
tion  into  the  firft  coloniftson  the  ifland,  who  were  quite 
difcouraged  at  the  negled  with  which  they  had  been 
treated,  and  to  reduce  to  fome  fubordination  the  va- 
grants lately  arrived  from  the  mother  country.  He  made 
them  cultivate  rice  and  wheat,  for  the  food  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, and  caffava,  which  he  had  brought  from  Bra- 
zil for  the  flaVes.  They  were  to  be  furniflied  from 
Madagafcar  with  meat  for  the  daily  confumption  of  the 
richer  inhabitants  and  of  fea-faring  men,  till  the  cattle 
they  had  procured  from  thence  fliould  have  multiplied 
fo  confiderably,  as  to  prevent  the  neceflity  of  importing 
any  more.  A  port  which  he  had  eftabliflied  on  the  lit- 
tle ifland  of  Rodrigue,  abundantly  fupplied  the  poof 
^th  turtle.  Here,  (hips  going  to  India  foon  found  all 
the  refrefhments  and  conveniences  they  wanted  after  a 
tedious  paflage.  Three  fliips  were  fitted  out,  one  of 
which  carried  500  tons  burden.  If  the  founder  had  not 
the  fatisfaSion  of  bringing  the  colony  to  the  ufmoft  de- 
gree of  prpfperity  it  was  capable  of,  at  leaft  he  had  the 
credit  of  having  difcovered  what  degree  of  importance 
it  might  acquire  in  able  hands. 

These  improvements,  however,  though  theyfeem- 
ed  to  be  owing  to  enchantment,  did  not  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  thofc  who  were  principally  concerned 
in  them,  and  la  Bourdonnais  was  compelled  to  juftify 
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3  O  O  fc  himfelf.    One  of  the  direAors  wts  t&tng  him  one  day 
_P^;_^  how  it  came  about  that  he  had  done  the  company's 
bufinefs  fo  ill,  and  his  own  fo  well.    Becaufe^  faid  hci 
I  have  done  mine  according  to  my  own  judgment  y  and  that 
of  the  company  according  to  your  dire^ioni. 

Great  men  have  been  always  more  ufefol  to  the 
-public,  than  large  bodies  of  men.  Nations  and  focieties 
are  but  the  inftruments  of  men  of  genius :  thefe  have 
been  the  true  founders  of  ftates  and  colonies.  Spain^ 
Portogal,  Holland  and  England,  owe  their  conquefts 
and  fettlements  abroad  to  able  warriors,  experienced 
feamen,  add  legtflators  of  fuperior  t^ents.  France  ef- 
pecially  is  more  indebted  to  fome  fortunate  individualsi 
than  to  the  form  of  her  govemnient.  Oneof  thofe 
eminent  men  had  juft  been  fixing  two  important  iflands 
nf  Africa  under  the  dominion  of  France  ;  another  M 
-More  extraordinary  perfon,  whofe  narbe  was  Dupleizi 
added  fplendor  to  thb  French  name  in  Afia. 

Hie  was  firft  fent  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  where 
ht  (bperintended  the  coloAy  of  Chahdernagore.  That 
fettlentent,  though  on  th^  fitted  fpot  in  the  world  for 
great  commercial  undertakings,  had  been  but  in  a  lan- 
guifliing  condition,  till  he  hi^d  the  management  of  it. 
The  company  was  not  able  to  fend  any  great  ftock,  and 
the  agents  who  went  over  there  without  any  fortune, 
had  not  be^nable  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  liberty  that 
was  given  them  of  advancing  their  own  private  afiairs, 
as  they  were  allowed  to  do.  The  activity  of  the  new 
Igovernor,  who  brought  an  ample  fortune  the  reward  of 
ten  years  fnceeftiul  labours,  fooh  fpread  throughout  the 
colony.  In  a  country  overflowing  with  money,  they 
foon  found  credit,  when  once  they  ffaewcd  themfelves 
deferving  of  it.  In  a  fhort  time,  Chandefnagore  be- 
came the  wonder  of  hs  neighbours^  and  excited  the 
envy  of  its  rivals.    Dupleixi  who  had  engaged  the  reft 
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of  the  French  id  his  vaft  fpeculations,  opened  frefii  *  ^O  K 
fources  of  commerce  all  over  the  Mogul's  dominions» 
and  as  far  as  Thibet.  On  his  arrival  be  had  not  found 
a  (ingle  floop,  and  he  fitted  out  fifteen  armed  vefTels  at 
once.  Thefe  Ihips  carried  on  trade,  in-  different  places 
in  India.  Some  he  fent  out  to  the  Red  Seay  to  the 
Guiph  of  Perna>  to  Surat,  to  Goa,  to  the  Maldivia, 
and  Manilla  Iflands,  and  to  all  the  feas  where  there  was 
a  poffibility  of  trading  to  advantage. 

DuPLEix  had  for  twelve  years  fupported  the  honour 
of  the  French  name  on  the  Ganges,  and  increafed  both 
public  and  private  fortunes^  when  he  was  called  to  Pon- 
dicherry  to  take  upon  him  the  general  fuperintendency 
of  all  the  company's  affairs  in  India.  They  were  then 
in  a  more  flourilhing  condition  than  they  had  ever  yet 
beenj  or  have  ever  been  fince ;  for  that  year  the  ve* 
turns  a.mounted  to  twenty  four  miUions  (isOSO^ooo/.). 
Had  they  continued  to  slQ.  prudently,  had  they  confided 
more  in  two  fuch  men  as  Dupleix  and  la  Bourdonnais, 
they  would  probably  have  acquired  fuch  power  as  would 
not  have  been  eafily  defiroyed. 

La  Bourdonnais  forefawan  approaching  rupture 
with  England ;  and  propofed  a  fcbeme  which  would 
have  fecured  to  the  French  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas 
in  Afia,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war.  He  was 
convinced  that  which  ever  nation  (hould  firft  take  up 
arms  in  India,  would  have  a  manifeft  advantage  over 
the  other.  He  therefore  defired  to  have  a  fquadron, 
with  which  he  ihould  fail  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  and 
there  wait  till  hoftilities  began.  From  this  place  he 
was  to  go  and  cruize  in  the  firaits  of  Sunda,  where 
mod  of  the  (hips  pafs  that  are  going  to,  or  coming  from 
China.  There  he  would  have  intercepted  all  tbeEng- 
li{h  ihipsy  and  faved  the  French.  He  would  even  have 
feized  upon  the  fnuU  fquadron  which  England  fent 
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BOOK  into  thofc  very  latitudes,  and  having  thus  madehimfelf 
JYl  M  maftcr  of  the  Indian  feas,  would  have  ruined  all  the 
Englifli  fettlements  in  thofe  parts. 

The  miniftry  approved  of  this  plan,  and  granted  him 
five  men  of  war,  with  which  he  fct  fail. 

HEhad  fcarcely  fetfail,  when  thedireaors,  equally 
oflfended  at  their  being  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  the  defti- 
nation  of  the  fquadron,  and  at  the  expences  it  had  oc- 
cafioned  them,  and  jealous  of  the  advantage  this  would 
give  to  a  man  who,  in  their  ophiion,  was  already  too 
independent,  exclaimed  again  ft  this  armament  as  they 
had  done  before,  and  declared  it  to  be  ufelefs.  They 
were,  or  pretended  to  be,  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  neu- 
trality that  would  be  obferved  in  India  between  the  two 
companies,  thaf  they  perfuaded  the  minifter  into  that 
opinion,  when  la  Bourdonnais  was  no  longer  prefent  to 
animate  him  and  guide  his  inexperience. 

The  court  df  Verfailles  was  not  aware  that  a  power 
fupported  chiefly  by  trade,  would  not  eafily  be  induced 
to  leave  them  in  quiet  pofTeflion  of  the  Indian  Ocean ; 
and  that  if  (he  either  made  or  liftened  to  any  propofals 
of  neutrality,  it  muft  be  only  to  gain  time.  They  were 
not  aware  that,  even^  fuppofing  fuch  an  agreement 
was  made  bona  fide  on  both  (ides,  a  thoufand  un- 
forefeen  events  might  interrupt  it.  They  were  not 
aware  that  the  objeft  propofed  could  never  be  fully 
anfwered,  becaufe  the  fea-fprces  of  both  nations,  not 
being  bound  by  any  private  agreement  made  between 
two  companies,  would  attack  their  (hips  in  the  Euro- 
pean feas.  They  were  not  aware  that  in  the  colonies 
themfelves,  they  would  make  preparations  to  guard  a- 
gainft  a  furprize  ;  that  thefe  precautions  would  create 
miftruft  on  both  (ides ;  and  that  miftruft  would  bring ' 
pn  an  open  rupture.  All  thefe  particulars  were  not  per- 
ceived by  them^  and  the  fquadron  was  recalled,    Hoiti- 
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lities  htgzn,  and  the  lofs  of  almoft  every  French  (hip  ^  ^^  ^ 
going  to  India>  ihewed  too  late  which  of  the  two  was 
the  mod  judicious  fyftem  of  politics. 

La  Bourdonnais  was  as  deeply  aiFeded  for  the 
errors  that  had  occalioned  the  misfortunes  of  the  nation^ 
as  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  them  himfelf,  and  applied 
wholly  to  remedy  them.  Without  magazines^  without 
provifionsy  without  money,  he  found  means  by  his  at* 
tention  and  perfeverance  to  make  up  a  fquadron,  com* 
pofed  of  a  fixty  gun  (kip,  and  five  merchantment  arm* 
ed  for  war.  He  dared  to  attack  the  Engli(h  fquadron  ; 
he  beat  them,  purfued  and  forced  them  to  quit  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel ;  he  then  befieged  and  took  Madrafs,  the 
firft  of  the  EngU(h  fettlements.  The  viSor  was  prepar* 
ing  for  fre(h  expeditions,  which  were  ctrtain  and  eafy; 
but  he  was  oppofed  with  an  obftinacy,  which  coft 
9,057,cxx)  livres  (396,243/.  15/.)*  which  was  the  fti- 
pulated  ranfom  of  the  city  exclulive  of  the  fuccefs 
which  muft  nece(rarlily  follow  this  event. 

The  company  was  then  governed  by  two  of  the 
king's  commifiaries,  who  were  Irreconcileable  enemies. 
The  directors  and  the  fubalterns  had  taken  part  in  the 
quarrel,  according  as  their  inclination  or  their  intereft 
led  them.  The  two  fadions  were  extremely  incenfed 
againft  each  other.  That  which  had  caufed  la  Bour- 
donnais's  fquadron  to  be  tafken  from  him,  was  enraged 
to  fee  that  he  had  found  refources  in  himfelf,  to  ward 
oiF every  blow  that  was  aimed  at  him.  There  is  good 
reafon  to  believe,  that  this  fa£tion  purfued  him  to  In- 
dia, andinftilledthepoifonof  jealoufy  into  the  heart  of 
Dupleix.  Two  men  formed  to  efteem  and  love  each 
other,  to  adorn  the  French  name  and  to  defcend  toge* 
ther  to  pofterity,  be^came  the  vile.tools  of  an  animodty 
in  which  they  were  not  the  leaft  intcrefted.  Dupleix 
oppofed  la  Bourdonnais,  ^nd  made  him  lofe  much  time. 

Hh4.  The 
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V.  '•>  o  K  The  Utter,  after  having  ftai<J  top  late  on  the  coaftof 
j^l^,  Coromandcl,  waiting  for  the  fvccours  wjiich  had  been 
^"^^^   unneccffarily  delayed,  faw  hi?  (quadrpn  -d^ftroy^^  by  * 
ftor.Ti,    A  divifion  arofc  apaopgft  his  men,     Sq  Oiapy 
misfortunes  brought  on  by  the  intrigues  pf  Duplets, 
determined  la  Bourdonnajs  to  return  tQ  Earppe,  .where 
a  horrid  dungeon  was  ih^  reward  of  aU  bis  glpripu«  fer« 
vices,  and  the  end  of  all  the  hopes  whi«h   the  nation 
had  built  upon  his  great  talents,  The  Englifhs  deliver^ 
ed  from  that  formidable  enemy  in  India,  and  recruited 
by  great  fuccours,  found  themfelve^  in  a   condition  to 
attack  the  French  in  their  turn,  ^nd  accordingly  l^id 
fiege  to  Pondicherry. 

DupLSix  then  made  amends  for  paft  errors.  Hedcr 
fended  the  town  with  great  (kill  and  bravery  ;  and  after 
the  trenches  had  been  opened  fnn  weeks*  the  Engliib 
were  forced  to  raife  the  f\ege.  The  newa  of  the  peace 
arrived  foon  after,  and  all  hoftilities  ceafed  between  lAe 
companies  of  both  nations. 

The  taking  of  Madrafs,  the  naval  combat  of  h 
Bourdonnais,  and  the  raifing  of  the  fiege  of  Pcuidicher- 
ry,  gave  the  Indian  nations  a  high  opinion  of  the 
French,  and  they  were  refpefted  in  thofe  parta  ai  the 
firft  and  greateft  of  the  European  powers. 

DupLEix  endeavoured  to  avail  hinrifelf  of  this  difpo* 

fition,  and  took  care  to  procure  gr^at  and  folid  advsn*- 

tages  for  his  nation.      In  order  to  judge  rightly  of  hii 

projea,  we  muft  lay  before  the  reader  a  defcriptiofl  c( 

the  ftate  of  Indoftan  at  that  time, 

Views  of        If  we  may  credit  uncertain  tradition,  that  6iie  rici 

the  French  country  tempted  the  firft  conquerors  of  the  world.  But) 

dizcC-  whether  Bacchus,  Hercules,  Sefoftria,  or  Dariu«>  did 

felves.Ac-  or  did  not  carry  their  arms  through  that  large  portion 

Td^ftan     ^^  ^^^  globe,  certain  it  is,  that  it  proved  an  inexh«ii/ii' 

ble  fund  of  fictions  and  wonders  for  the  firft  Grt^h^ 
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Tht*  peofile,  ever  credulous,  becaufe  they  were  always  BOOK 
carried  away  by  their  imaginationf  were  To  enchanted 
with  thcfe  marvellous  (lories,  that  they  ftill  gave  credit 
to  them,  even  in  the  m^re  enlightened  ages  of  the  re- 
public. 

If  we  confer  this  matter  according  to  the  principles 
of  reafon  and  truth,  we  (hall  find  that  a  pure  air,  whole- 
ibme  food,  and  great  frugality,  had  early  multiplied 
men  to  a  prodigious  degree  in  Indoftan.  They  were 
acquainted  with  laws,  civil  government  and  arts,  whilft 
the  reft  of  the  earth  was  defert  and  favagel  Wife  and 
beneficial  inflitutions  preferved  thefe  people  from  cor- 
ruption, and  their  only  care  was  to  enjoy  the  gifts  of 
the  earth  and  of  the  climate.  If  from  time  to  time 
their  morals  were  tainted  in  fome  of  thefe  (tates,  the 
throne  was  immediately  fubverted ;  and  when  Alexan- 
der entered  thefe  regions,  he  found  very  few  kings,  and 
many  free  cities* 

A  COUNTRY  divided  into  numberlefs  little  ftates, 
fome  of  which  were  popular,  and  others  enflaved,  could 
not  make  a  very  formidable  refiftance  againft  the  hero 
of  Macedonia.  His  progrefs  was  rapid,  and  he  would 
have  fubdued  the  whole  country,  had  not  death  (lopped 
his  career  in  the  midft  of  his  triumphs. 

By  following  this  conqueror  in  his  expeditions,  the 
Indian  Sandrocotus  had  learned  the  art  of  war.  This 
obfcure  man  who  had  no  claim  but  from  his  talents, 
colle£led  a  numerous  army,  and  drove  the  Macedonians 
out  of  the  provinces  they  had  invaded.  The  deliverer 
of  ^is  country  then  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  and 
united  all  Indoftan  under  his  dominion.  How  long  he 
reigned,  or  what  was  the  duration  of  the  empire  he  had 
founded^  is-  not  known. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  the  Arabs 
over-ran  India^  as  they  did  many  other  parts  of  the 

world. 
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BOOK  world.  They  fubjeded  fome  few  iflands  to  their  domi- 
nioiiy  but,  content  with  trading  peaceably  on  the  con- 
tinent, they  made  but  few  fettlements  on  it. 

Three  centuries  after  this,  fome  barbarians  of  their 
religion,  who  canue  out  from  Khorafian  headed  by 
Mahmoud»  attacked  India  on  the  north  iide,  and  ex- 
tended their  depredations  as  far  as  Guzarat.  They  car- 
ried oflF  immenfe  fpoils  from  thofe  wealthy  provinces, 
and  buried  them  under  ground  in  their  wretched  and 
barren  deferts. 

These  calamities  were  not  yet  forgotten,  when 
Gengifkan,  who  with  his  Tartarshad  fubdued  the  great- 
eft  part  of  Afia,  brought  his  victorious  army  to  the 
weftern  coafts  of  India.  This  was  about  the  year  1 200. 
It  is  not  known  what  part  this  conqueror  and  his  de- 
fcendants  took  in  the  affairs  of  Indoftan.  Probably, 
they  did  not  concern  themfelves.much  about  them,  for 
it  appears  that  foon  after,  the  Patans  reigned  over  this 
fine  country. 

These  are  faid  to  have  been  Arabian  merchants  fet- 
tled on  the  coafts  of  Indoftan,  who  taking  advantage  of 
the  weaknefs  of  the  feveral  kings  and  nations  who  had 
admitted  them,  eafily  feized  upon  feveral  provinces, 
and  founded  a  vaft  empire,  of  which  Delhi  was  the 
capital.  Under  their  doniinion,  India  was  happy;  be- 
caufe  men  educated  to  trade,  had  not  brought  along 
with  them  that  fpirit  of  devaftation  and  rapine,  which 
commonly  attends  invaders. 

The  Indians  had  fcarce  had  time  to  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  a  foreign  yoke,  when  they  were  once  more 
forced  to  change  mafters.  Tamerlane,  who  came  from 
great  Tartary,  and  was  already  famous  for  his  cruelties 
and  his  victories,  marched  to  the  north  fide  of  Indoftan, 
^t  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  with  a  triumphant 
gnd  indefatigable  army.  I{e  fe^ured  the  northern  pro- 
vinces 
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vinces  in  perfont  and  abandoned  the  plunder  of  the  BOOK 
fouth^rn  parts  to  his  lieutenants.    He  feemed  determi-  ' 

red  to  fubdue  all  India,  when  on  a  fudden  he  turned 
his  arms  againft  Bajazet,  overcame  and  dethroned  that 
pHnce ;  and  by  the  union  of  all  his  conquefts,  found 
himfelf  mafter  of  ihe  immenfe  fpace  that  extends  from 
the  delicious  coaft  of  Smyrna,  to  the  fortunate  borders 
of  the  Ganges.  After  his  death,  bloody  wars  deprived 
his  pofterity  of  his  rich  fpoils.  Babar,  the  fizth  de- 
fcendant  of  one  of  his  children,  alone  furvived  to  pre- 
ferv^  his  name. 

That  young  prince  brought  up  in  floth  and  luxury, 
reigned  in  Samarcand,  where  his  anceftor  had  ended 
his  days.  The  Ufbeck  Tartars  dethroned  him,  and 
condrained  him  to  take  refuge  in  the  Cabuliftan.  Ran- 
guildas,  the  governor  of  the  province,  received  hini 
kindly,  and  gave  him  an  army. 

T^is  wife  man  addrefled  him  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  '*  It  is  not  towards  the  north  where  vengeance 
*<  would  naturally  call  thee,  that  thy  fteps  muft  be  di- 
^^  reded.  Soldiers  enervated  by  the  pleafures  of  India, 
<^  could  not  without  temerity  attack  warriors  famous 
*^  for  t  heir  courage  and  their  vi£tories.  Heaven  has 
^^  conduced  thee  to  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  in  order  to 
*^  fix  upon  thy  brow,  one  of  the  richeft  diadems  of  the  j 
"  univerfe.  Caft  thine  eyes  on  Indoftan.  That  empire, 
^^  torn  in  pieces  by  the  inceflant  wars  of  the  Indians 
^<  and  Patans,  calls  for  a  mafler.  It  is  in  thofe  delight- 
<<  ful  regions  that  thou  muft  eftablifh  a  new  monarchy, 
"  ^nd  raife  thy  glory  equal  to  that  of  the  formidable 
<*  Tamerlane.  '         . 

This  judicious  advice  made  a  ftrong  impreflion  on 
the  mind  of  Babar.  A  plan  of  ufurpation  was  traced 
out  without  lofs  of  time,  and  purfued  with  aSivity  and 
|kiU.    Succefs  attended  the  execution,     The  northern 

province^jj 
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BOOK  provinces,  not  excepting  Delhi,  fiibmitted  after  feme 
refifUnce,  gnd  thut  a  fugitive  monarch  had  the  honour 
of  laying  the  foundation  of  the  power  of  the  Mogol 
Tartars,  which  fubfifts  to  this  day. 

Th£  prefer vation  of  this  conqueft  required  a  form  of 
gOTernment.  That  which  Babar  found  eftabliihed  in 
India  was  a  kind  of  defpotifm,  merely  relative  to  ci?il 
matters,  tempered  by  cuftoms,  forms  and  opinion ;  in 
a  word,  adapted  to  that  mildnefs  which  thefe  nations 
derive  from  the  influence  of  the  ch'mate,  and  from  the 
more  powerful  influence  of  religious  tenets.  To  this 
peaceable  conftltution,  Babar  fubftituted  a  violent,  and 
military  defpotifm,  fuch  as  might  be  ezpeAed  from  a 
Conquering  and  barbarous  nation. 

Ranguildas  was  long  witnefs  to  the  power  of  the 
new  fovereign,  and  exulted  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  own 
councils.  The  r<^colle£kion  of  the  (leps  he  had  taken 
to  place  hismafterVfon  upon  the  throne,  filled  his  foul 
with  heart-felt  fatisfadion.  One  day,  as  he  was  praying 
in  the  temple,  he  heard  a  Banian,  who  ftood  by  bim» 
cry  out,  **  O  God  f  thou  feed  the  fufferings  of  my 
*'  brethren.  We  are  a  prey  to  a  young  man  whocon- 
<*  fiders  us  as  hb  property,  which  he  may'fquander  and 
**  confome  as  he  pleafes.  Among  the  many  children 
•*  who  call  upon  thee  from  thefe  vaft  regions,  one  op- 
*•  prefles  all  the  reft :  avenge  us  of  the  tyrant ;  avenge 
"  us  of  the  traitors  who  have  placed  him  on  the 
<'  throne,  without  examining  whether  he  was  a  joA 
"  man.»^ 

Rang  HILDAS,  aftonifhed,  drew  near  to  the  Banian, 
and  faid ;  '^  O  thou,  who  curfeft  my  old  age,  hear  me. 
«<  If  I  am  guilty,  my  confcienc^  has  miiled  me.  When 
«*  I  reftored  the  inheritance  to  the  fon  of  my  fovcrcigUi 
*<  when  I  expofed  my  life  and  fortune  to  eftabiilh  his 
«*  authority,  God  is  my  witnefs  that  I  thought  I  wis 
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<^  adtng  in  conformity  to  his  wife  decrees ;  and  at  the  B  O  O  K 
**  very  inftant  when  I  heard  ihy  prayer,  I  was  again  cJ^' 
thanking  heaven  for  granting  me,  in  my  latter  days, 
thofe  two  greateft  of  bleffings,  reft  and  glory/' 
^*  Glort  ?  cries  the  Banian.  Learn,  Ranguildas^ 
'*  that  glory  belongs  only  to  virtue,  and  not  to  adions 
**  which  are  only  fplendid,  without  being  nfeful  to 
f *  mankind.  Alas  I  what  advantages  did  you  procure 
*'  to  Indoftan,  when  you  crowned  the  fon  of  an  ufurper  } 
'*  Had  you  previoufly  examined  whether  he  was  ca* 
"  pable  of  doing  good,  and  whether  he  would  have 
**  the  will  and  rcfolution  to  be  juft  ?  You  fay,  yott 
"  have  reftored  to  him  the  inheritanc|e  of  his  fathers,  as 
**  if  men  could  be  bequeathed  and  poffeffed  like  lands 
'  a^nd  cattle.  Pretend  not  to  glory,  O  Ranguildas  f  or 
if  you  look  for  gratitude;,  go  and  feek  it  in  the  heart 
of  Babar;  he  owes  it  to  you.  You  have  bought  it 
dear  enough ;  the  price  has  been  the  happinefs  of  a 
f*  whole  nation."  . 

Baear,  however,  whilft  he  was  bringing  his  fubjefts 
under  the  yoke  of  defpotifm,  tookcare  to  limit  its  au« 
thority,  and  to  draw  up  bis  inftttutes  with  fo  much 
force,  that  his  fucceflbrs,  though  abfolute,  could  not 
poi&bly  be  unjuft.  The  prince  was  to  be  the  judge  of 
the  people  and  the  arbiter  of  th«  ftate ;  but  his  tribunal 
and  his  council  were  to  be  held  in  the  public  fquare. 
Injuftice  and  tyranny  love  darknefs  in  order  to  conceal 
themfclves  from  their  intended  viSims.  But  when  the 
monarch's  adions  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpedion 
of  his  fubje3s,  it  is  a  fign  he  intends  them  nothing  but 
good.  Openly  to  infult  a  number  of  men  aflembled,  is 
fuch  an  outrage  as  even  a  tyrant  would  blu(h  at. 

The  principal  fupport  of  his  authority  was  a  body  of 
four  thoufand  men,  who  ftiled  themfelves  the  (irft  flaves 
of  the  prince.    Out  of  this  body  were  chofen  the  Om- 
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BOOK  rahs,  that  is  to  fay,  thofe  perfons  who  compofed  the 
emperor's  councils^  and  on  whonr»  he  beftowed  land?, 
diftinguifhcd  by  great  privileges.  Thefe  fort  of  poffef- 
fions  always  reverted  to  the  crown.  It  was  on  this  con^ 
dition  that  all  great  offices  were  given.  So  true  it  is, 
that  defpotifm  enriches  its  Haves  only  to  (trip  them. 

Great  intereft,  however,  was  made  for  the  place 
of  Omrah.  Whoever  afpired  to  the  governnrent  of  i 
province,  made  this  the  objed  of  his  ambition.  To 
prevent  any  projeds  the  governors  might  form  for  their 
own  aggrandizement  or  independence,  t hey al^ray shad 
overfeers  placed  about  them,  who  were  not  in  the  lea/l 
fubjed  to  them,  and  who  were  commiiHoned  toinfped 
the  ufe  they  made  of  the  military  force  they  were  en- 
trufted  with,  to  keep  the  conquered  Indians  in  awe. 
The  fortified  towns  were  frequently  in  the  hands  of 
officers,  who  were  accountable  to  none  but  the  court. 
That  fufpicious  court  often  fent  for  the  governor,  and 
either  continued  or  turned  him  out,  as  it  happened  to 
fuit  her  fluduating  policy.  Thefe  viciffitudes  were 
grown  fo  common,  that  a  new  governor  coming  out  of 
Delhi,  remained  upon  his  elephant  with  his  face  turned 
towards  the  city,  waiting,  as  he  faid,  to  fee  bis  fuccepr 
come  out. 

The  form  of  government,  however,  was  not  the 
fame  throughout  the  empire.  The  Moguls  had  left 
feveral  Indian  princes  in  poflfeflion  of  their  fovereignties, 
and  even  with  a  power  of  tranfmitting  them  to  their 
defcendents.  They  governed  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  country,  though  accountable  to  a  nabob  appointed 
by  the  court.  They  were  only  obliged  to  pay  tribute, 
and  to  conform  to  the  conditions  ftipulated  with  their 
anceftors  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft. 

The  conquering  nation  mud  not  have  committed 
any  confiderable  ravages,  (ince  it  does  not  yet  conftitute 
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more  then  a  tenth  part  of  the  population   of  India.  B  O  O  K 

There  are  a  hundred  millions  of  Indians  to  ten  fnillions 

of  Tartars,     The  two  nations  have  never  intermixed. 

None  but  Indians  are  farmers  and  artificers.  They  alone 

live  in  the  country,  and  carry  on  the  manufaftures. 

The  Mohammedans  are  to  be  found  in  the  capital^  at 

court,  in  great  cities,  in  camps  and  armies. 

It  appears,  that  at  that  period  when  the  Moguls 
entered  Indoftan,  they  found  no  private  property.  All 
the  lands  belonged  to  the  Indian  princes  ;  and  it  may 
eafily  be  imagined  that  favage  conquerors  funk  in  ig- 
norance and  avarice,  did  not  reSify  this  abufe,  which 
is  the  u.tmoft  ftretch  of  arbitrary  power.  That  portion 
of  the  lands  of  the  empire  which  the  new  fovereigns 
call  their  own,  was  divided  into  large  governments, 
which  were  called  fubah-fliips.  The  fubahs,  who 
were  entrufted  with  the  civil  and  military  government, 
were  alfo  appointed  to  receive  the  revenues.  This  they 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  nabobs,  whom  they  cf- 
tabli(hed  throughout  their  fubah-fhips ;  and  thefe  again 
truiled  this  bufinefs  to  private  farmers,  whofe  imme- 
diate bufmefs  it  was  to  cultivate  the  lands. 

At  the  beginning  of  their  year,  which  is  in  June, 
the  nabob's  officers  agreed  with  the  farmers  for  the 
price  of  a  leafe.  They  drew  up  a  deed,  called  jama- 
bandi,  which  was  depofited  in  the  chancery  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  after  which  the  farmers  went,  each  in  his  own 
diftrid:,  to  look  for  hufbandmen,  and  advanced  them 
confiderable  fums  to  enable  them  to  fow  the  ground. 
After  harveft,  the  farmers  remitted  the  produce  of 
their  leafe  to  the  nabob's  officers.  The  nabob  deli- 
vered it  to  the  fubah,  and  the  fubah  poured  it  into  the 
emperor's  treafures.  The  leafes  were  commonly  for 
half  the  produce  of  the  land  j  the  other  half  went  to 

pay 
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B  O  OK  pay  the  charges  of  culture,  to  enrich  the  farmers  and 
'^*        to  feed  the  labourers.     In  this  fyftem  were  comprifed, 
not  only  grain^  which  is  the  principal  crop>  but  all  o- 
Iher  produdions  of  the  earth.     Betel,  fait,  tobacco, 
were  ail  farmed  in  the  fame  manner. 

Th£r£  were  alfo  feme  cuftom^houfes,  and  fome  du- 
ties upon  the  public  markets  ;  but  no  poll-tax,  or  any 
tax  upon  indullry.  It  had  not  entered  the  heads  of 
thofe  arbitrary  rulers,  to  demand  any  thing  of  men 
who  had  nothing  left  them.  The  weaver  fitting  at  his 
loom,  worked  without  folicitude,  and  freely  difpofed  of 
the  fruit  of  bis  labour. 

This  liberty  extended  to  every  kind  of  raotreables. 
They  were  truly  the  property  of  private  perfons,  who 
were  not  accountable  to  any  perfon  for  them;  They 
could  difpofe  of  them  in  their  life-ttme  ;  and  after 
their  death,  they  devolved  to  their  offspring.  The 
houies  of  artificers,  the  town-houfes  with  the  little 
gardens  belonging  to  them,  were  likewtfe  accounted 
private  property.  They  were  hereditary  and  might 
be  fold. 

Ik  the  latter  cafe,  the  buyer  and  feller  appeared  be-* 
fpre  the  Cothoal.  The  conditions  of  the  bargain  were 
drawn  4ip  in  writing,  and  the  Cothoal  affixed  fats  feal 
to  the  deed,  to  make  it  authentic. 

The  fame  formality  was  obferved  with  regard  to  the 
purchafe  of  flaves ;  that  is,  of  thofd  unfortunate  men, 
who,  under  the  preflfure  of  poverty,  chofe  rather  to  be 
in  bondage  to  one  man  who  allowed  them  a  fubfiftenctf, 
than  to  live  under  that  general  flavery,  in  which  tfaey 
had  no  means  of  procuring  the  necefTaries  of  life.  They 
then  fold  themfelves  for  a  fum  of  money,  and  this  wa 
tranfaAed  in  prefence  of  the  Oothoal,  that  the  mailer's 
property  might  not  be  contefted. 

Th£ 
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T«E  Cpthoal  WHS  a  bind  of  notary  pubtic.  There  B  oa  K 
was  4»nc  in  <every  manufiuStir^.  It  was  before  bim  that 
lb<  four  deeck  w^re  traniadod,  which  tfie  nature. of  fuch 
A  goverament  would  admit  of.  Another  oflicer,  cal** 
kd  Jeiiiidar»  d^cid^d  ail  4ifierQftcc6  that  i^rofe  t^etweeii 
i^nan  and  man,  and  hU  decifions  were  almoft  jaiway« 
definitive,  'Unlefe  the  eaufe  Wae  a  very  infporta^t 
one>  or  cinlefs  the  aggrieved  party  was  rfch  enough  to 
pay  for  having  it  reverfed  at  the  nabob's  court.  The 
leonidar  was  UkcwiCe  intrufted  with  x\^  police.  He  had 
a  power  of  infliSing  flight  punifliments ;  but  all  ca|n« 
tal  offenctf  wene  refenred  for  the  judgment  of  the  na- 
bob«  a»  be  alone  had  a  right  to  pronounce  Sentence  of 
deaChi 

Such  a  goj^mm^nty  yrhieh  wai  no  better  than  a 
fubordif^aite  defpotifm  fnocn  the  throne  down  ta  the 
vyw^  officer^  could  have  no  other  fpring  than  a  co- 
e«Wy<^  power  <:Qnftantly  exerted.  Accfordingly,  a«  foon 
a9  ^  f^\»y  f«aCMi  wi»  over,  the  naonareh  quitted  his 
^^ifi9\  w4 1'efided  in  the  camp.  The  na<»obs,  the  rajas, 
»IPd  ihfi  {>ripcip^i  officers  wore  fummoned  to  attend  him 
and  ifi  ibis  maimer  he  proceeded  throu^^  al4  the  provin- 
ces 4i«ccefli«ely  in  warlike  pomp,  which  did  not,  howe- 
ver, exclude  political  craft.  One  great  man  was  often 
employed  to  oppreis  another.  The  moft  odious  refine- 
meni  of  defpotiijn  is  that  of  dividing  its  flares.  Theft 
iJivifions  were  fomented  hj  informers,  pnUiciy  kept  by 
tJbe  priace,  who  were  continally  fpreading  alarm  an4 
terror.  Thefe  informers  were  always  cfaofen  amonf 
perfons.of  the  firft  ranik.  Corroptfon  is'then  at  its  height, 
vyben  power  can  confer  nobility  on  what  is  mean. 

EtxrT  year,  the  great  Mogul  fet  out  on  his  progrefs, 
more  as  a  conqueror  than  as  a  fovereign.  He  went  to 
sidminifter  j.uftice  -jn  the  provinces,  as  if  he  was  goin^  to 
pluoder  ^hcfli,  end  maiotakied  bis  authority  by  a  parade 
^jf  .igilitary  force,  which  makes  arbitrary  government  a 
Vqu  I.  I  i  perpetual 
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BOOK  perpetual  wtr.  This  manner  of  governing,  though 
^  ii-T^T_f  ^'^^  '^8*'  f^rros,  is  very  dangerous  for  the  monarch. 
So  long  as  the  people  feel  their  wrongs,  only  through 
the  channel  of  thofe  who  are  invefted  with  his  authori- 
ty, they  only  murmur,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the 
fovereign  is  ignorant  of  them,  aud  would  not  fuiFer  any 
iojufticeif  he  knew  it :  but  when  the  fovereign  gives  it 
a  fanCkion  by  his  prefence  and  by  his  own  decifionsf 
then  all  con6dence  is  at  an  end  :  the  deception  vanifh- 
es :  he  was  a  God ;  now  he  is  an  ideot,  or  a  wicked 
man. 

Nevertheless  the  Mogul  emperors  have  long  en- 
joyed the  fuperftitious  idea  the  nation  had  conceived  of 
their  facred  charader.  That  outward  pomp  which 
captivates  the  people  nAore  than  juftice,  becaufe  men 
are  more  ftruck  with  what  dazzles  theireyes  than  with 
what  is  beneficial  to  them  ;  the  richnefs  and  elegance 
of  the  prince's  court ;  the  grandeur  that  furrounded 
him  in  his  travels ;  all  this  kept  up  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  thofe  prejudices  of  fervile  ignorance,  which 
trembles  before  the  idol  it  has  raifed,  The  various 
accounts  that  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  of  the  luxu- 
ry of  the  moll  brilliant  courts  in  the  world,  are  not  to  be 
compared  to  the  oftentatious  pomp  of  the  Great  Mo- 
gul when  he  appears  before  his  fubjeds.  The  elc- 
phants,  formerly  fo  dreadful  in  war,  but  which  are  be- 
come ufelefs  maflcs  in  an  army  fince  the  introdudion 
of  gunpowder ;  thefe  immenfe  animals  that  are  un- 
known in  our  climates,  give  an  Afiatic  mona/ch  an  air 
of  grandeur,  of  which  we  have  no  conception.  The 
people  fall  proftrate  before  their  majeftic  fovereign, 
who  fiis  exalted  upon  a  throne  of  gold,  all  glittering 
with  precious  ftones,  mounted  on  the  haughty  a- 
nimal,  who  proceeds  (lowly,  proud  to  prefcnt  the  mafler 
pf  the  great  empire  to  the  refpea  of  fo  many  flaves. 

Thus 
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Thus  by  dazzling  the  eyes  of  men,  or  irifpiring  BOOK 
theift  with  terror,  the  Moguls  preferved,  and  even  ^* 
enlarg^jd  their  conquefts.  Aurengzebe  completed  them 
by  makuig  himfelf  roafter  of  the  whole  peninfula. 
All  Indoftan,  excepting  a  little  flip  of  land  along  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  fubmitted  to  that  fuperftitious  and 
barbarous  tyrant,  who  had  imbrued  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  his  father,  his  brother,  and  his  nephews. 

This  execrable  defpot,  had  made  the  Mogul  power 
an  objed  of  deteftation,  but  he  fupported  it  as  long  as 
he  livedi    At  his  death  it  fell,  never  to  rife  again.  The 
uncertainty  as  to  the  right  of  fucceffion  was  the  firft 
caufe  of  the  difturbances  that  arofe  after  his  demife,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.    Only  one  law 
was  generally  acknowledged,  that  which  enaded  that 
the  fcepter  fliould  never  go  out  of  the  family  of  Tamer- 
lane J  but  every  emperor  was  at  liberty  to  chufe  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  without  being  obliged  to  regard  the  degree  of 
confanguinity.  This  indefinite  right  proved  a  fource  of 
difcord.     Young  princes,  whofe  birth  entitled  them  to 
cxped  the  crown,  and  who  frequently  were  at  the 
head  of  a  province  and  an  army,  fupported  their  claim 
fword  in  hand,  and  paid  little  regard  to  the  will  of  a 
monarch  who  was  no  more.    This  happened  at  the 
<ieath  of  Aurengzebe.  His  rich  fpoils  were  ftained  with 
blood.     In  thefe  convulflons  of  the  body  politic,  the 
fprings  that  retrained  a  militia  of  twelve  hundred  thou* 
fand  men  were  flackened.    Every  nabob  aimed  at  be* 
ing  independent,  at  increafing  the  contributions  raifed 
upon  the  people,  and  lelTening  the  tributes  fent  into  the 
emperor's  treafure.    No  longer  was  any  thing  regulat- 
ed by  law,  all  was  carried  on  by  caprice  or  difturbed 
by  violence. 

I  i  a  The 
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9  O  O  K      The  education  of  the  young  princes  promife  so  r<- 

^y*_  ^  mcdy  for  aU  tjiefc  eviU.    Left  to  the  care  of  women 

till  the  age  of  feven  yean,  jtptored  afterwards  in  ibme 

religious  principles^  they  went  and  fpent  in  the  bii  in' 

dvlgences  of  a  feraglio  thofe  years  of  youth  and  t&ivi- 

ty  which  oi^ght  to  ^  employed  in  .forming  the  mani 

and  inftrui&uig  h^m  in  the  knowledge  of  life*    They 

took  care  to  enervite  theno»  Ihat  they  might  have  dO' 

ihiog  to  fear  frofp  them,    CQnfpMraciea  of  children  a- 

gamil  their  fathers  were  hufi  loo  coiiiaioA ;  to  prevent 

ihefe,  therefore,  th^t  children  weiie  depriired  of  everj 

virtue^  left  they  (tuwid  be  pep^ble  of  a  crime.    Heoce 

that  (boci^ing  t^oyght  qf  M  prieoUl  poet,  Aaitfatbtrsi 

ffUfb^lft  tb€ir  fon4  ar§  livingf  arefoudfft  of  ibair  gtad- 

fon$y  hic^S^  tko  fcVf  in  $bem  ibe  enemies  of  tbtir  «»- 

Tff;f  M^gv)^  h^d  r/eteined  nothing  of  ihofe  birdj 
i^an^rs^they  i^  hr9i]g^tf/^piai  their  moiifttaios.  Tkolt 
i^rhp  wfTfl  l4v^ce^  to  high  offices,  or  had  acqutre4 
^rge  f9rmaQfi  ren$iov;ed  ^hoir  haiNtations  accocdiag  to 
tbf  i%?XQWf  |p  theft  fnome  or  lefs  delight&d  retre^^ 
/ijjey  liyed  in  i^fes,  fauil^  paly  pf  clay  or  eaj $h»  but  the 
^niide  bfCjM^^  ^1  th#  hRf^K  indulgenpe  with  att  the 
po^p  qi  the  «poj^  eorrgpiied  courts.  Wherever  aiei 
(c^jDipojt  r/ii^  alaiEUogfort^icw^nof  tnmfmit  it  to  their  pof* 
lerityi  they  |»#k^  Wlf  tO  crowd  eil  thflir  eajsy- 
xncnts  in  the  o^y  mm^H  limy  can  call  their  ow».  A" 
th^ir  ple^Atrei  mi  t^eirivery  exifteoeeanepafledawsj 
IP  4^  lanidllt  9f  p(e<{umf  s  aiW  women, 

Tm«  Uk^  «inp»rf  wfa  in  this  flate  of  wtfkotbui 
eff<^if¥iGy  vheQ  k  wea  eit^cked  in  i  j^,  by  the  fan^oui 
T:k9^^m^  KppU-kbe^f    The  tunvroeridble  militias  of  b* 

dia  were  difperfed  without  refiftance  before  a  haairti 

thoufand  Perfians,  as  thofe  very  Perfians  had  formerly 

fled  before  thirty  thoufand  Greeks  trained  up  by  Alexan- 
der 
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ffcr.  ThaArw  entered  trioAiphamly  ifttift  D^lhi^  retctv-  *  0^  fc 
ed  the  bomtge  of  the  w^aik  Mabomd>  aftd  finding  the  ^...J^ 
monarch  ftiU  more  flapid  than  his  fubjedsy  ht  fitfferifed 
him  to  Kve  and  returned  btfd^d  with  an  immeftfe  i^o6^ 
tjp  the  fpoik  of  Indoftan. 

MAHOM£t>9  defpif<^  bjr  thii  con^rof^  was  itiU 
more  fo  by  his  fubjeds.  The  great  men  would  not 
ferve  under  a  vaflU  of  the  king  of  Ptrfia.  The  nabob- 
ihlps  became  independene>  only  payiAg  d  fifiaU  tribof^. 
In  vain  did  the  emperor  declare  that  iht  nabobs  (hotild 
flill  be  removeabte^  each  of  them  ttrovt  with  all  his 
power  to  make  his  dignity  beredttary^  and  the  fword  de- 
cided every  quarrel*  The  (ubjeds  Wdreconftantly  at  \^ar 
wVth  their  mafter,  and  were  not  tonfidefed  as  tcbtK 
WhMver  could  afford  to  pay  a  body  of  troops,  prctetirf- 
ed  to  a  fovereignty.  The  only  formality  6bftfv6df  was 
to  counterfeit  the  empei'or's  fign  manMl  in  a  (irman  6t 
warrant  of  itivcftiture*  It  wad  brought  to  the  uftif  per, 
who  received  it  on  bk  knees«  This  farce  wai  neceffary 
to  imlpofe  upod  the  people;,  who  had  ftillrefpcli  ^nAugh 
remaining  for  the  family  of  TamerkH^>  to  choofe  that 
all  authority  (houldj  at  leaft>  appedr  to  proceed  from  if. 

Thus  did  difcord^  ambition  and  anarchy  retld  this 
fine  region  of  Indoftan.  Cf  itnes  couid  ih6  nkn^e  ^ly 
be  concealed,  is.it  was  the  cuftom  of  tb<  gtttM^i  rie- 
yer  to  write  but  in  ambiguous  tefhls^  and  to  ertploy 
IK>9e  but  obicunt  agcnt^  whdin  thtiy  difownerf  tvhen 
they  fodnd  it  neccflary.  Murder  ^nd  pbHbn  became 
f:ommon  crimeSf  which  wete  buried  in  tHe  dark  recef. 
fes  of  fhofe  impenetrable  pihti&s,  Ml  of  Sal^Kto,  e* 
yer  ready  to  perpc trifle  tA«  blackeft  k&idn  At  l^afl 
fignil  from  their  mafter> 

TiTE  fore^d  fcroops  that  were  halted  hi  by  thfe  con* 
tend^  pftrtof^  comfkied'  th^  mV^tit^  &f  tiih  un« 
hiypy  foutitry;    Thfcy  carAed  off  rh<4  tkMh'  of  the 

•I*  3'  '   "     Idtidi 
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BOOK  landy  or  obliged  the  owners  to  bury  them  under  ground ; 
_^^  ,  fo  that  the  treafures  amafled  for  (o  many  ages  gradual* 
ly  difappeared.  A  general  dejedion  enfued.  The 
grounds  lay  fallow,  a$d  the  manufadures  flood  ftill. 
The  people  would  no  longer. work  for  foreign  plunder- 
er$9  or  dgm^ftic  oppreffors.  Want  and  famine  Were 
foon  felt.  Thefe  calamities^  which  for  ten  yean  had 
had  infefted  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  began  to  viiit 
the  coaft  of  Cororaandel.  The  wife  Nizam-AUMu- 
luck,  Subah  of  the  Decan,  was  now  no  more.  His 
prudence  and  talents  had  kept  that  part  of  India  which 
he  commanded  in  the  flourifliing  ftate.  The  European 
merchants  were  apprehenfive  that  their  trade  might 
fail  when  it  had  loft  that  fupport.  They  faw  no  re- 
fource  againft  that  danger,  but  to  have  a  territory  of 
their  own,  large  enough  to  contain  a  number  of  manu- 
factures fuificient  to  make  up  their  ladings. 

Dup.LEix  was  the  firft  who  confidered  this  as  a  prac- 
ticable fcheme.  The  war  had  brought  many  troops 
to  Pondicherry,  with  which  he  hoped  by  rapid  con- 
queftsy  to  procure  greater  advantages  than  the  rival 
nations  had  obtained  by  ileady  condud,  and  mature  de- 
liberation. 

He  had  long  ftudied  the  charaSer  of  the  Moguls, 
their  intrigues,  their  political  iaterefts.  He  had  acquir- 
ed fuch  knowledge  of  theie  matters,  as  might  have  been 
furprizing  even  in  a  man  brought  up  at  the  court  of 
Pelhi.  Thefe  informations  deqsly  combined,  had  con- 
vinced him  that  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  attain  a 
principal  influence  in  the  affairs  of  Indoftan,  poffibly,  to 
manage  them  as  he  plfsafed.  JHts  daring  fpirit,  which 
prompted  him  to  attempt  more  than  he  was  able  to 
perform^  gave  additional  ftrength  to  his  refledions. 
Nothing  terrified  him  in  the  ^reat  part  he  propofed  to 
aft  at  the  diftance  (^  fix  .tboufand  leagues  Irom  his  na- 
tive country.    In  vain  did  his  iriends  reprefent  to  him 

the 
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the  dangers  attending  fuch  an  undertaking ;  he  confi-  BOOK 

dered  noth'ing  but  the  glorious  advantage  of  fecuring 

to  France  a  new  dominion  in  the  heart  of  Afia  ;  to  en- 

ble  her  by  the  revenues  annexed  to  it*  to  defray  the 

charges  of  trade   and  the  ezpences  of  fovereignty; 

and  even  to.  free  her  from  the  tribute  which  our  iuxu*. 

ry  pays  to  the  indudry  of  the  Indians,  by  procuring 

rich  and  numerous  cargoes,  which  ihould  not  be  bought 

with  any  exports  of  money,  but  from  the  overflowings 

of  the  new  reveifbes..    Full  of  this  great  projed,  Du- 

pleix  eagerly  feized  the  firft  opportunity  that  offered  to 

put  it.in  execution,  and  foon  took  upon  him  to  difpofe 

of  the  fubahfliip  of  the  Dccan  and  the  nabobfhip  of  the 

CamatiCf  in  favour  of  two  men  who  were  ready  to 

give  up.any  thing  he  Ihould  require. 

The  fubahfliip  of  the  Decan  is  a  vice^royaltry, 
made  up  of  feveral  provinces,  which  were  formerly  fo 
many  independent  dates.  It  extends  from  Cape  Como« 
rin  to  the  Ganges.  The  fubah  has  the  infpeSion  of  all 
the  Indian  princes  and  all  the  Mogul  governors  within 
his  jurifdidion ;.  and  in  his  hands  are  depoiited  the  con- 
tributions that  are  deftined  to  fill  the  public  treafure. 
He  can  compel  his  fubalterns  to  attend  him  in  all  mili. 
tary  expeditions  he  may  think  proper  to  make  into  the 
countries  under  his  dominion,  but  he  muft  not  march 
them  into  a  foreign  territory,  without  an  exprefs  order 
from  the  emperor. 

The  fubahibip  of  the  Decan  becoming  vacant  in 
1 748^  Dupleix,  after  a  feries  of  events  and  revolutions^ 
in  which  the  corruption  of  the  Moguls,  the  weaknefs 
cf  the  Indians,  and  the  boldnefs  of  the  French,  were  a« 
like  confpicuous,  difpofed  of  it  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1 75 1,  in  favour  of  Salabatzing,  a  fon  of  the 
late  viceroy. 

This  fuccefe  fecured  great  advantages  to  the  French 
iettlements  along  the  coaft  ot  Coromandel  $  but  Pondi-< 

cherry 
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B  O  OK  charry  waBa  piact  of  ia^dtkntprnt^uttf  thM  ourpiOfrfe 
I^^*       thought  it  deferred  a  particoiar  at«edtiiM»j    ThWtdw^t 
whicb  is  HtBAted  in  the  CaFitatie^  bat  fusboociftant^d 
liVMiiediKte  conoedtDtis  with  the  mrbob  of  that  t\ch 
diflri^9  that  it  waa  thengfat  M&n(eA\e  ta  proctve  tWi 
govertuMent  of  iht  proTinca  toz  ibsA -whofe  affoAioa 
and  fubtmffion  cnigbt  be  depended  on.    tht  ohotGc  feH  - 
upon  Qniiulaiatbi  a  kinffiwn  of^  die  km  tftA>^%  wtU 
bioWfi  for  his  intriguesy  bb  mbfiartutlos^  hiir  varfifee  «jb« 
ploiti  atld  hiefleadinefs  of  tdniper. 

Ih  refura  for  their  fervtce^  the  French  itiade ban  give 
up  an  inunoRfe  territory.  At  t!he  bead  of  their  accfaifr 
tiatki  was  the  ifland  of  Sertagkam,  fdnned  by  xikr  t)»6 
branehe^  of  t  bo  CaVeri«  Thitr  loag  and  fet tila  iibad  do- 
rives  its  ntfrne  and  its  confequotuse  froiti  a  PagcM«^  whkh 
is  fortified^  as  moft  great  bi^ldutgs  ore,,  itf  hkb  aire  dwbt^ 
ed  to'  public  worfliip.  The  temple  it  forfoiliided  iMh> 
feven  fquore  inchiftire^y  at  the  diifamce  of  three  hundred 
and  Bhy  feef  front  each  other^  akid  formed  by  preMjr 
high  waUs,  which  jire  pA>pdrti<>B^blj  tbick.  TbO^  altar 
ilands^  ift  tfbe  center.  A  fingle  monulnent  bke  thb^  with 
its  Ibrtificattotis  and  the  myibBried  oi»d'mhes>bt  coocaiikiv 
is  more  likely  to  enforce  and  perpetrate  a^rcKgioiDChait 
o  multiplicity  of  temples  and  pvicfts  di^rfteA  m  Hf^ 
fj^rent  towns,:  with^  their  faciiifice»,  ctrettioniev^  pttf^ 
era  and  difcourfes,  whioh  by  theW  numbdr^  rttetr  fP€^ 
quent  repetition,  and  their  being  perftmiied  kf  pbbli<v 
are  apt  to  tire  the  peofHt ;.  evcitd  the  doncotittf>t  <tf  en- 
lightened redfon  ^  oeesfito  dieBngerooiP  pOfkinitU^ti^  of 
are  flighted  and  MgleBtd^^  which  tHae  pfl^lta  Artsii 
more  than  faciliegk  itfelf.  The  pritAs  of  Indin^  tf# 
wife,  ai  thofo  of  Egypn  fofibr  nd'  ai^^ngist*  Ps^  ptffftftMcf 
into  the  Pagoda  of  Smti^tum.  AmiB^A^  (ftbtes  i#itly 
which  the  hifiory  of  this  temple  is  wrapped  up/  pitobt^ 
biy»  f<5<he  ocute  phtkifo|>her  nii^i^  ifbH  inM  iMMilted 
irito-it^'trace  fitoftrtbre»i&lekiidi<bifblfffMd4<NtiAi^ 

of 
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of*  the  ediliicey  and  Ihe  fttperftttioils  praSic^s^' add  trap*  BOOK 
dkWyAs  pocuUnF  to  that  ikored  incMurc^  many  fouroaa 
of  mftiriiftlcm  antf  an  mfight  inN>  fthe  hKlolry  of  tbc  re- 
moteft  ages.  Pilgrims  refort  thither  from  all  part^  of 
Iadoflan>  iq  cbtaih  abfdhHioH  of*  their  fins,  and  al- 
ways brtog  an  offering  pfopertiodal^le  to  their  circimw 
fiances.  Thefe  giftr  urertf  ftiU  To-  c^nfiderahle  at  thd 
beg$i>mng.of  the  prefeivt  oeattory^  as  to  itiaiiftatn  forty 
thoufandnneniif  alifeof  flQtband  idienefs.  Thefe  Bra« 
mins^  though  wndtf  the  rtfttaints  of  fuixmlinistioay 
were  fekk>m  kfK>v/n  to  quit  th^  retirhncnt  fdr  the 
nIoFe  bufy  fceaes  of  ifHrigue  and  politica. 

1ki>£Psndbnt  of  other  advantages  Which  the 
French  enjoyed  by  the  acquifitien  of  Seringhami  the 
fitiaation  gavt  them  great  irtflnence  ovcfr  the  neigh-' 
bourirog  countries,  atid  abfolute  command  over  the 
kingd^fln'  of  Ti^jour^  as  they  cooid  at  any  tiitie  (top 
the  waters  tbdt  were  wanted  &>r  the  culttfre  of  thdtf 
rice. 

The  territories  of  Karical  and  Pondicheriy  got  atf 
acc^ffidfi  6f  iei>  leagued  eacb>  wttb  fourfcore  martu- 
fadurei^  If  thefe  acquifitmns  were  not  fo  confKkfable' 
as  thai  of  Sei'mghanoi  iti  pdirtt  of  mftnence  over  publtc 
affiii^Sy  they  were  much  more  fo  with  regard  to  xtMt^ 

BvT  ohfitv^  a  triffing  adquifition  comp^re^f  to  the 
ttmt^ty  rhef  gmned  to  the  north,  whieh  eoi^pvehend- 
6d  tttts  Comia<#ir,'  Mafulipatam,  the  ifland  of  Divi, 
and  thefoor  prbvincas  of  Mtftafoilagarj  Elnr,  Rajanfian- 
dry,  Mtd'  CMeakoh  S«ch  important  coneeflSon^  made 
tte^  Ff^dt  m«l(fortf  ct  thid  eoafli  for  the  fpace  of  fit 
&andv^mfle$y  and  pitxrirr^d  t&em  thebeftliAen  of  all 
Iri^ofiiA.  It  ii  iVue  they  we^e  to  enjoy  the  four  pro- 
^^ee»  1^6  mgtt  thsM  tK^  fftbtilid  fumtih  the  fubah 
with  a  {Updated  number  of  trOOp^»  and  maintain  them 
al  (h&  6vnit  ef  petite  i  but  An  agreement,   which 
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BOOK.  w«8  only  binding  to  their  honcfty,  gave  them  Utdecon* 
cern.  Their  ambition  previoufly  feized  upon  thofe 
treafures  that  had  been  heaped  op  in  thofe  vaft  lej^ons 
for  fo  many  ages. 

The  ambition  of  the  French*  and  their  projeds  of 
cooquefty  went  much  further  ftill.  They  porpofcd  to 
obtain  a  ceffion  of  the  capital  of  the  Portuguefe  cok>- 
lonieSf  and  to  fcize  upon  the  triangular  fpace  which  lies 
between  Mafulipatam,  Goa  and  Cape  Comorin. 

In  the  mean  time,  till  they  could  realize  thefe  brii« 
liant  chimeras  they  coniidered  the  perfonal  honours  that 
were  laviflied  upon  Dupleix  as  a  prefage  of  the  greateft 
profperity.  It  is  well  known  that  every  foreign  co\ony 
is  more  or  lefs  odious  to  the  natives ;  that  it  is  good 
policy  to  endeavour 'to  leflen  that  averfion*  and  that 
the  fureft  way  to  attain  that  end^  is  to  conform  as  much 
as  poflible  to  the  culloms  and  manners*  of  the  country. 
This  maxim>  which  is  true  in  general,  is  more  parti- 
cularly fo  in  countries  where  the  people  think  but  little, 
and  is  confequently  fo  in  India. 
.  The  French  commander,  who  was  fond  of  the  Afi- 
atic  pomp,  had  no  objeflion  to  this  conformity.  He 
was  overjoyed  when  he  faw  himfelf  invefted  with  the 
dignity  of  a  nabob.  That  title  put  him  upon  a  level 
with  thofe  whofe  protedion  he  folicited  before,  and 
aiFored  him  confiderable  opportunities  to  pave  the  way 
for  thofe  great  revoluticms  he  meant  to  bring  about,  in^ 
order  to  promote  the  important  interefts  he  vras  intrufi- 
ed  with.  He  entertained  ftill  greater  hopeson  being  ap- 
pointed governor  of  all  the  Mogul  pofleffions,  through- 
out an  extent  little  inferior  to  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France.  All  the  revenues  of  thofe  rich  provinces  were 
to  be  depcfited  in  his  hands,  and  he  was  accountable  to 
V  none. but  the  Subah  himfelf. 

Though  thefe  agreements  entered  into  by  mer* 
chants  could  not  be  very  pleafiog  to  the  court  of  Delhi* 

they 
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they  were  not  much  afraid  of  its  refentment.     The  BOOK 

IV 

emperor,  being  in  want  of  men  and  money,  which  the 
Subahs,  the  Nabobs,  the  Rajas,  bis  meaneft  delegates, 
took  upon  themfelves  to  refufe  him,  found  himfelf  af* 

faulted  on  all  (ides. 

Th£  Rajaf^utes,  defcended  from  thofe  Indiana  whom 
Alexander  fought,  beingdriven  out  of  their  lands  hy  the 
Moguls,  took  (helter  in  fome  nu)untains  that  are  almoft 
inacceflible*  Continual  di(bu'bances  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  think  .of  conquefts;  but  in  the  intervals  of 
their  diflentions,  jhey  make  inroads  that  cannot  fail  of 
harraflingan  empire :already  exhaufted. 
•  The  Patans  are  ftill  more  formidable  enemies.  Dri- 
ven by  the  Moguls  from  moft  of  the  thrones  of  Indof- 
tan,  they  have  taken  refuge  at  the  foot  of  mount  Imaus. 
which  is  a  brsmch  of  the  Caucafus.  That  fituation  has 
flrangcly  altered  their  manners,  and  given  thema  fierce- 
nefs  of  temper  which  they  had  not  in  a  milder  climate. 
War  is  .their  chief  employment.  They  ferve  alike  under 
the  banners  of  Indian  or  Mohammedan  princes ;  but 
their  obedience  is  not  equal  to  their  valour.  Whatever 
crime  they  may  have  been  guilty  of,  it  is  dangerous  to 
punifh  them,  for  they  are  fo  vindi^ve,  that  they  will 
murder  when  they  are  weak,  and  revolt  when  they  are 
firong  enough  to  attempt  a  bold  ftroke.  Since  the  reign- 
ing power  has  lofl  its  ftrength,  the  nation  has  Ihaken 
off  the  yoke.  Not  many  years  ago,  their  generals, 
carried  on  their  ravages  as  far  as  Delhi,  and  dreadfully 
plundered  that  capital. 

'  To  the.  north  of  Indofian  is  a  nation^  but  lately 
known,  which  is  the  more  formidable  for  being  a  new 
enemy.  This  peoffjte,  diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of 
Scheiks,  haye  found  means  to  free  themfelves  from  the 
chains  of  defpotifm  and  fuperftition,  though  furrounded 
by  natioQS  of  fletvesv  They  are  faid  to  be  followers  of  a 
philofopher  of  the  Thibet^   who  infpired  them  with 

,  ■■   *  fome 
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BOOK  fofld^  notioili  of  hhertf,  and  Uaght  them  Theifm  with- 

out  tnf  mixture  of  fuperftitton.    They  firft  appeared 

in  thebtgiilning  of  the  prefent  eentuiy ;  but  ^ere  then 

confidefed  hither  as  m  kSt  than  as  a  nation.   During  the 

calamities  of  the  Mogul  empire,  their  number  increafed 

oon(ider»biy  by  apbllacai  of  aH  religions  wrho  joined  with 

them,  and  fought  flheher  ainongifl  them  from  the  op* 

^reflions  and  hrj  of  their  tyrants.    To  ht  admitted  o( 

that!  fociety,  ntithing  more  ii  required  than  to  fwtar 

implaoable  hatred  agiinft  monarchy.     It  islflerted, 

that  they  have  a  tcnfiple  with  an  altslry  on  which  ftaiKte 

their  code  of  law^«  aUd  next  to  it  a  feeptre  and  a  dagger. 

Four  old  men  are  ekded^  who  occafionaliy  confulttht 

law»  which  is  the  only  fupr^me  power  this  repubCc  obeys. 

The  Stheiks  aduaHy  poflc(s  the  whole  province  of  PiitH 

jal,  the  greateft  pa^t  of  the  Moultan  and  the  Siodii  both 

banks  of  the  Indus,  from  Caflimere  to  Tatta,  and  all  the 

country  towslrds  Ddhi>  froth  Labor  to  Serhend :  they 

caii  raife  an  arm^  of  fiitty  thoufaiid  good  <tavalry. 

But  of  all  the  enemies  of  the  MoguU  none  are,  per- 
bapsy  fodangerobs  as  the  M^rattas.  This  nation^  of  lattf 
fo  famousy  fe  far  as  the  obfieurity  of  thcSr  origin  and  hif- 
tory  will  aHow  us  to  donjedure^  poffeffiftd  federal  pro- 
vinces of  Indoftani  whence  they  were  driven  by  the  fear 
of  the  artns  of  the  Mcigtils.  They  fled  into  the  moon* 
t^ins  which  extend  fibm  Surat  to  Gob,  and  there  form* 
(ki  feveral  tribes,  wbioh  in  procefs  of  fime  united'  into 
oiit  fttftey  of  wbidh  Satarah  was  the  capiiad* 

Most  of  them  carried  vice  arid  licentioufnefs  to  til 
tti€  €tcrifts  which*  might  b^  te^eAed  from  an  igno- 
ratit  people,  who^liiVe  caft  off  the  yoke  ^f  {Prejudices, 
without  fubfKtoting  Whokfoftib  laws  and  found  leann 
lYtgiH  their  ftciad.  Tired  of  budable  arid  ptdcefal  h* 
boors,  they  thought  of  iiothtng  but  ra^j^ine;  Yet  this 
was  confined  to  the  plunderifig  of  a  few  village^  ^^ 
robbing  of  foine  cinlvailsy  till  the  cpaft  of  Gofomanielf 

being 
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Imng  threalcned  by  Aurengxebtt^  made  them  fenfibii  rf  ■  OO  K 
their  ftrengtfa>  by  imploring  fbeir  affidance. 

Thxn  it  was  that  tb«y  w^re  feen  coming  out  of 
their  hiding  {rfaces  in  the  rocks^  riding  on  fmall  ugly 
horfes^  but  (lout  and  accuftomed  to  hard  fare,  to  dtfficifjt 
roads  and  to  exceflive  fatigue.  The  whole  accoutr«- 
ment  of  a  Maratta  horfeman  confided  of  a  turbani  $ 
-girdle^  and  a  cloak.  His  provtfions  were  a  little  bag  o^ 
rice  and  a  leather  bottle  fuH  of  water.  His  only  weapon 
vras  an  excellent  fabre. 

Notwithstanding  the  afliftance  of  thefe  barba- 
riansy  the  Indian  princes  were  forced  to  bend  to  {he 
yoke  of  Aurcngzebe ;  but  the  conqueror^  weary  of  con- 
tending with  irregular  troops^  which  were  continually 
ravaging  the  newly  reduced  provinces,  determined  to 
conclude  a  treaty  that  would  have  been  dilhonourabie 
had  it  not  beeo  didated  by  nece{Gty»  which  is  fironger 
than  prejudices^  oaths  and  laws.  He  ceded  for  ever  to 
the  Maratus  the  fourth  part  pf  the  revenues  of  the 
Dccanf  a  fubahihip,  formed  out  of  all  his  ufurpalions 
in  the  peninfula. 

This  kind  of  tribute  was  regularly  paid  as  long  as 
Aurengzebe  live^.  After  his  death,  it  was  granted  or 
refufed  according  to  circumftances.  The  levying  of  it 
brought  the  Marattas  in  arms  tp  the  remotefi  parts  of 
their  napiwtains.  Their  boldnefs  inereafed  during  the 
anarchy  of  Indoftao.  They  have  made  the  empire 
trcmbltss  they  have  d^^^^monarcfas;  they  have  ex- 
tended their  frontiers ;  ^hey  have  granted  their  protect* 
tion  tg  rajas  and  nab^fi  who  ftnove  to  be  independent, 
And  thw  influence  has  been  unbounded. 

Whilst  tbe  court  of  Delhi  was  with  difficulty  con- 
ten^g  with  Co  many  enemies,  all  coi^fpiring  to  effeft 
4iU  ruin,  M.  de  Bufly»  who  witha  fouUcorpsof  French 
tniq>8  and  an  army  of  indiaas,  h%l  conduced  ^labat^ 
zmg  to  Aurengabad  his  capital,  laboured  to  eftablifli' 

him 
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BOO  K  bifH  on  the  throne  where  he  had  placed  him.  Theiin«- 
^  *        becillity  of  the  prince^  the  confpiracies  which  tt  occa« 
fioned^  the  firmans  or  privileges  which  had  been  grant- 
ed to  rivaisf   and  other  impediments  bbftru&ed  but 
could  not  overturn  his  projeds.     By  his  means  the 
prince  reigned  morr  peaceably  under  the  protedion  of 
the  French  than  could  have  heen  expe£ted>  conHdering 
the  circumftances  of  this  fituatton^  and  he  preferved  him 
in  an  abfolute  independence  on  the  head  of  the  empire. 
Chundasaeb,  appointed  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
was  not  in  fo  happy  a  fituation.     The  Engli(h>  ever  in 
oppofition  to  the  French^  had  ftirred  him  up  a  rivals 
named  Mohammed-Ali-Khan.  The  names  of  thofe  two 
princes  ferved  as  pretence  for  carrying  on  a  brifk  war 
between  the  two  nations ;  they  iought  for  glory,  for 
wealthy  to  ferve  the  paiTtons  of  their  refpe&ive  com- 
mandersi  Dupleix  and  Saunders.  ViQory  declared  alter- 
nately for  both  armies.  Succefs  would  not  have  been  fo 
fluduating,  had  the  governor  of  Madrafs  had  more 
troops^  or  the  governor  of  Pondicherry  better  officers. 
It  was  difficult  to  conjedure  which  of  thefe  two  ipen» 
who  were  both  of  the  fame  inflexible  temper,  would  in 
the  end  get  the  better;  but  it  was  very  ceruin  that  nei- 
ther would  fubmit,  whilft  he  had  a  foldier  or  a  rupee 
left.  Nor  was  it  likely  that  either  of  them  would  foon 
be  reduced  to  this  extremity;  notwithflanding  .their  a- 
mazing  efibrts,  becaufe  they  both  found  fuch  refources 
in  their  hatred  and  their  genius^  as  even  the  moft  able 
men  could  not  have  any  conception  of.  It  was  evident 
that  the  difturbances  in  the  Carnatic  would  hot  be  at 
an  end,  unlefs  peace  was  firft  fettled  in  Europe ;  and  it 
.was  to  1}e  feared  that  the  flame  which  had  been  confined 
to  India  for  fix  years  might  ^read  further.  The  minif- 
tersof  France  and  England  obviated  this  danger,  by  en- 
joining the  two  companies  to  fix  certain  terms  of  agree- 

."iQent. 
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ment.  They  made  a  conditional  treaty,  which  began  BOOK 
by  fufpending  all  hoftilities  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1755,  and  was  to  end  by  eftablifliing  between 
them  a  perteS:  equaUty  of  territory,  of  flrength  and  of 
trade,  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa.  This 
ftipulation  had  not  yet  received  the  fandion  of  the 
courts  of  London  and  Verfailles,  when  greater  interefls 
kindled  a  frefh  war  between  the  two  nations. 

The  news  of  this  great  contention,  which  began  in  Wars  be* 
North  America,  and  fpread  all  over  the  world,  reached  S^"r/?^ 
the  Eaft  Indies  at  a  time  when  the  Englifii  were  engaged  and 
in  a  very  troublefome  war  with  the  Subah  of  Bengal.  F«nch. 
Had  the  French  been  then  in  the  fame  date  they  were  pfj^^di 
fome  years  before,  they  would  have  united  their  interefts  lofe  all 
with  ihofe  of  the  natives.  From  narrow  views  and  ill-  ^^^^  ^^^ 
judged  interefts,  they  were  deiirous  of  entering  into  a 
formal  convention  to  fecure  the  neutrality  which  had 
fubfifted  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  during  the  laft 
difturhances.    Their  rival  amufed  them  with  the  hopes 
of  fettling  this  regulation,  fo  long  as  they  wanted  to 
keep  them  in  a  ftate  of  inaSion.  But  as  foon  as  their 
fuccelTes  had  enabled  them  to  make  their  own  terms, 
they  attacked  Chandernagore.  The  taking  of  this  place 
was  followed  by  the  ruin  of  all  the  fadories  dependent 
.upon  it,  and  put  the  Englifti  in  a  condition  to  fend  men, 
.money,  provifions,  and  fliips  to  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del, where  the  French  were  juft  arrived  with  confidera- 
ble  land  and  fea-forces. 

These  forces,  deftined  to  protect  the  fettlements  of 
their  own  nation  and  deftroy  thofe  of  the  enemy,  were 
more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  both  thofe  purpofes. 
The  only  point  was  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them;  but 
.  they  fet  put  wrong,  as  will  plainly  appear  from  the  fol« 
lowing  obfervations. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  compa- 
ny pofTefled  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa, 

Mafulipatam 
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'  ^mP^  Mft&iIipgtiiQl  V'Jtb  ftv<  frcrnnufii  t  larg?  ipace  roood 
ji^J..^^  P9i^ipli«rry  which  j»d  long  had  but  a  flip  of  fgQ^\  a 
4oiQfiill  n«firiy  $s  Ur g^  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  Karical ; 
and  M\y  ^h^  iSaiyi  of  Seriogbun.  Tbofs  poffeffions 
m^lde  fQvr  i^^tl  tr<ift«  i^f  «>itmry»  too  far  diftant  to  fap- 
pfft  ^afli  j9thar.  They  bore  the  marks  of  the  wiU  fan- 
cy aad  eatraffgaat  in^agiaariea  of  DopletoL*  who  had 
made  thefe  ncquirittopa. 

Tnn  error  of  thk  policy  aiigbt  hanre  teen  cofrefled. 
PoplfiXj  wboa^fld^Mnend^forhiadefa&s  byfaijgr«at 
^nahtifSf  had  brought  mattere  to  chat  pitch  that  he  was 
offered  4ve  perpetual  govaraanem  of  the  Carmixt.  It 
VfM  the  moftikwriflikig  profince  in  ail  the  Mogul  em- 
pifa»  By  lingular  and  fortonat^  circumAancas^  k  htd 
be^a  govemed  fccccffively  by  ihMe  naboba  of  die  fifne 
f^m^Jf  who  had  heea  equaHy  attentive  to  cultwi  afd 
indvflry.  General  felicity  bad  been  tfce  frukof  thtsmiM 
a^d  geoeroui  bchavioart  and  the  public  reveiHie«  h«<l 
iacrfaifd  to  twi^lye  niilliona.  (5(25^00/.)  A  fiath  ptrt 
Y^ould  have  been  giving  to  SaiabaCzing,  and  the  reft 
W^pld  have  been  for  the  company. 

If  the  miaiAry  and  the  direAion,  who  altcffliiely 
fuppc^tfd  and  negleded  their  power  ta  India,  had  but 
bo^i?  /capable  of  a  firm  and  Ceitled  reMution,  they  rmgfit 
h^Vic  fent  orders  to  their  agent  to  give  up  all  the  ft- 
m9^  conqueib^  and  Co  kfsep  to  that  important  fetde- 
m^t>i'  It  was  alone  fufficient  to  give  the  French  a  Am 
eflablifliment)  a  clofe  and  contiguous  ftate,  a  prodigfoas 
qva#tHy  of  naoEchandife,  provifiona /or  their  fortified 
iQWn^f  and  revKOHes  cap^Ueof  maintaining  a  fco^ of 
irpopu  f^bkh  would  have  pot  thena  in  a  condkioR  to  defy 
the  jaaloufy  of  their  ncpghboors,  and  the  hatred  of  t<it<r 
aoeraies.  Unformaately  fpr  theari>  the  eonrt  of  Ver 
failles  ordered  that  the  Carnatic  ifaould  be  ref\i{9it  and 
JlJfaars  remained  aa  they  were  before  that  propofal. 

Tut 
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.  Ttife  fituation  was  critical.  Dupleix  wasi  perhaps^  B 
the  only  man  who  could  fupport  himfelf  tn  it^  or  in  hie 
dead,  the  famous  officer  who  had  had  the  greateft  (hare 
of  his  confidente^  and  wgs  bed  acquainted  with  his 
fchemes*  The  contrary  opinion  prevailed.  Dupleilc 
had  been  recalled.  The  general,  who  was  appointed 
to  condud  the  Indian  war,  imagined  be  muil  demplilh 
a  firudure  which  ought  only  to  have  been  propped  up 
in  thofe  troublefome  times^  and  he  loudly  proclaimed 
his  intentions^  and  thereby  added  to  the  imprudence  q£ 
his  refolutions. 

That  man,  whofe  ungovernable  temper  could  ne- 
ver adapt  itfclf  to  circumftances,  had  received  from 
nature  no  qualities  that  fitted  him  for  command.  He 
was  governed  by  a  gloomy,  impetuous  and  irregular 
imagination,  fo  that  there  was  a  perpetual  contraft  bc«» 
tween  his  converfation  and  his  projeQs,  and  between 
his  aaions  and  his  proceedings.  Paffionate,  fufpicious, 
jealous,  and  pofitive  to  excefs,  he  created  an  univerfal 
diffidence  ^nd  dejeaion,  and  excited  animofities  never 
to  be  fuppreffed.  His  military  pperations,  his  civil  go- 
vernment, his  political  combinations,  all  bore  evident 
marks  of  the  cpnfuHon  of  his  ideas. 

Th£  evacuation  of  the  ifland  of  Seringlfam  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  difafters  that  attended  the  war 
with  Tanjour.  Mafulipatam  and  the  northern  pro- 
vinces were  loft,  frona  having  given  up  the  alliance  of 
Salabatzing.  The  leffer  powers  of  the  Carnatic,  who 
no  longer  refpeSed  the  French  for  the  fake  of  their 
old  friend  the  Subah  of  the  Decail,  completed  tbege*- 
neral  ruin  by  efpoufing  other  interefts. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  fquadron,  though 

fuperior  to  the  Engliih,  with  which  it  had  engaged 

three   feveral  times,  without  gaining  any  advantage 

over  it,  at  lafl;  was  obliged  to  leave  it  mafler  of  the 

Vol.  h  K  k  feas« 
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BOOK  Teas,  by  which  the  lofs  of  India  was  decided.  .  Poiidi* 
cherry,  after  ftruggting  with  all  the  horrors  of  famme, 
was  forced  to  furrender  on  the  15th  of  January  1761. 
Lally  had,  the  day  before,  correded  a  plan  of  capitu- 
lation drawn  up  by  the  council;  be  had  named  depu- 
ties to  carry  it  to  the  enemy's  camp ;  and  by  a  contra- 
didion  that  was  chara&eriftic  of  the  man,  he  gave  the 
deputies  a  letter  for  the  Engtifii  general,'  in  which  he 
told  him,  be  would  have  no  capitulation^  becaufe  tbeEngUJb 
were  that  kind  of  people  that  tbey  would  not  adhere  to  it. 

In  taking  pofleilion  of  the  place,  the  conqueror  caufed 
not  only  the  troops  that  bad  defended  it,  but  all  the 
French  in  the  company's  fervice,  to  be  fliipped  off  for 
Europe ;  and  not  fatisfied  even  with  that  revenge,  they 
deftroyed  Pondicherry,  and  made  that  noble  city  a  heap 
of  ruins. 

Those  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  fent  over  to 
France^  came  thither  enraged  at  having  loft  their  for- 
tunes, and  feen  their  houfes  pulled  down  as  they  drew 
off  from  the  fliore.  They  filled  Paris  with  their  cla- 
mours ;  they  devoted  their  governor  to  the  indignation 
of  the  public;  they  informed  againft  him  as  the  au- 
thor of  all  their  miferies,  and  the  fole  caufe  of  the  lofs 
of  a  flourifhing  colony.  Lally  was  taken  up,  and  tried 
by  the  parliament.  He  had  been  accufed  of  high  trea- 
fon  and  extortion ;  of  the  fird  he  was  acquitted,  and 
the  fecond  was  never  proved  ;  yet  Lally  was  condemn- 
ed to  lofe  his  head. 

Let  us  aik,in  the  name  of  humanity,  what  his  crime 
was  that  it.  ihould  be  punifhable  by  law  ?  The  awful 
fword  of  juftice  was  not  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
giftrate  to  gratify  private  refentment,  or  even  to  follow 
the  emotions  of  public  indignation.  The  law  alone 
muft  point  out  its  own  vi£tims  ;  and  if  the  clamours 
of  a  blind  and  incenfed  multitude  could  fway  with  the 
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judges  to  pronounce  a  capital  fentence^  thfe  innocent  B  OX)  K 
might  fuffer  for  the  guilty>and  there  would  be  no  fafc- 
ly  for  the  citizen.    In  thii  point  of  view  let  us  exa** 
mine  the  fentence. 

It  declares  that  LaUy  (latids  convided  of  having  be* 
frayed  the  inUrefts  of  the  king,  it/  the  ftate^  and  of  the 
India  company.  What  is  meant  by  betraying  of  inter- 
efls  ?  What  law  is  there  that  makes  it  death  to  be  guil- 
ty of  this  vague  and  indefinite  cHme?  No  fuch  lawei" 
ther  does  or  can  exift.  The  difgrace  of  the  prince^ 
the  contempt  of  the  nation*  public  infamy^  thefe  are 
the  proper  punifliments  for  the  man>  who*  from  inca* 
pacity  or  foUy^  has  not  ferved  his  country  as  he  ought : 
but  death*  and  that  too  upon  a  fcaffold,  is  deflined  for 
crimes  of  a  different  nature* 

The  fentence  further  declares  that  Lally  (lands  con* 
vi£led  of  vexations^  exa^ions,  and  abufe  of  authority. 
Ko  doubt  he  was  guilty  of  thefe  in  numberlcfs  inflances. 
He  made  ufe  of  violent  means  to  procure  pecuniary 
aids ;  but  this  money  was  put  into  the  public  treafure* 
He  vexed  and  opprefled  the  citizens ;  but  he  never  at* 
tempted  to  take  away  their  lives,  or  to  injure  their  ho- 
nour. He  ereded  gibbets  in  the  market-place*  but 
caufed  no  one  to  be  executed  upon  them. 

In  reality  he  was  a  madman  of  a  dark  and  diiilgerous 
cafi  ;  an  odious  and  defpicable  man ;  a  man  totally  in* 
capable  of  command.  But  he  was  neither  guilty  of  pub* 
Ik  extortions,  nor  treafon  \  and  to  ufe  the  expreflion  of  a  ' 
philofopher*  whofe  virtues  do  honour  to  humanity,  every 
one  had  a  right  to  kill  Lally  except  the  executioner* 

The  misfortunes  that  befel  the  French  in  Afia  had  caufi^s  ot 
been  forefeen  by  all  confiderate  men,  who  refleded  on  themitfor* 
the  corruption  of  the.  nation.    Their  morals  had  dege*  ^jj'p*®^^!^^ 
nerated  chiefly  in  the  voluptuous  climate  of  the  Indies. 
The  wars  which  Dupleix  had  carried  on  in  the  inland 
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BOOK  partg  bad  laid  the  foandation  of  manj  fortunes.    They 
were  increafed  and  multiplied  by  the  gifts  which  Sa\a- 
batxing  laviibed  on  thofe  who  conduced  him  triumph- 
ant into  his  capital^  and  fettled  him  on  the  throne. 
The  officers  who  had  not  fhared  the  dangers^  the  gk>r]r 
and  the  benefits  of  thofe  brilliant  expeditions,  fought  to 
comfort  themfelves  under  their  misfortune,  by  reducing 
the  fipabis  to  half  the  number  they  were  allowed,  and 
applying  their  pay  to  their  own  benefit  which  they  could 
eafily  do,  as  the  money  went  through  their  hands.  The 
agents  for  trade,  who  bad  not  thefe  refources,  account- 
ed to  the  company  but  for  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  pro- 
fits made  upon  the  European  goods  they  fold,  though 
they  ought  to  have  been  all  their  own,  and  fold  them 
thofe  of  India  at  a  very  high  price  which  they  ought 
^t  ;  ^to  have  had  at  pr'tme  coft.     Thofe  who  were  intrufled 
'  ^  'With  the  adminiftration  of  (bme  poflfeffion,  fiirmed  it 
^  •  /themfelves  under  Indian  names,  or  let  it  for  a  trrfie, 
upon  receiving  a  handfome  gratnky ;  they  even  fine- 
qvently  kept  back  the  whple  income  of  fucfa  efiates, 
under  pretence  of  fome  imaginary  robbery  or  devafta* 
tion,  which  had  made  it  impoffible  to  recover  it.    All 
undertakings,  of  what  nature  foever,  were  clandefiinely 
agreed  upon :  they  were  the  prey  of  the  perfons  em- 
]>)eyed  in  them,  who  had"  found  means  to  make  them* 
felves  formidable,  or  of  fuch  as  were  moft  in  favour, 
or  richeft.    The  fotemn  abufe  that  prevails  in  India, 
of  giving  and  receiving  prefents  on  the  conclufion  of 
^cry.  treaty,  had  maliiplied  thefe  tranfafiions  without 
neceffity*.     The  nav^ators  who  landed  in  thofe  parts, 
dazzled  with  the  fortunes  which  they  hw  increafed 
fourfold  from  one  voyage  to  another,  no  longer  regard- 
ed  their  (htps,  but  as  they  were  a  vehrcle  t#  waft  them 
to  tr^fic  and  wealth.     Corruption  was  carried  to  its 
greateft  height  by  people  of  rank,  who  had  been  dff- 
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graced  and  ruined  at  home ;  but  who,  being  encouraged  B  O  O  K 
by  what  they  faw,  and  impelled  by  the  reports  that 
were  brought  to  them^  refolved  to  go  themfeWes  into 
Afla>  in  hopes  of  retrieving  their  (battered  fortunes^ 
or  of  being  able  to  continue  their  irregulartiieis  with 
impunity.    The  perfonal  condud  of  the  diredoramad^ 
it  neceflary  for  them  to  wink  at  all  thefe  difordera.  They 
were  accufed  of  attending  to  nothing  in  their  office  but 
the  credit,  the  money  and  the  power  it  gave  them.  l*hey 
were  accufed  of  giving  the  mod  important  pofta  to  their 
own  relations,  men  of  no  morals,  appliciition  or  capaci^ 
ty.    They  were  accufed  of  multiplying  the  number  of 
^dors  without  neceflity  and  without  bounds  to  fecure 
ftiends  in  the  city  and  at  court.    Laftly,  they  weie  ac** 
cufed  of  furniihing  themfclves  with  what  would  have 
been  bought  cheaper  and  better  in  other  placesi^  Whe-' 
tber  the  government  did  not  know  of  thefe  exce&s,  of    . 
had  not  refolution  csnough  to  put  a  ftop  to  them,  tliey 
were,  by  their  blindnefs  or  their  weaknefs,  inlbmeniea- 
fure  accomplices  in  the  ruin  of  the.  aflTairs  of  the  nation 
in  India.  They  might  even  without  injufiice  be  charged 
with  being  the  pr incq>a}  caufe  of  them»  by  fendii^  fucb 
improper  perfons  to  aunage  and  defend  an  important 
colony^  which  had  no  lefs  to  fear  from  its  own  corrupt 
tion  than  from  the  English  fleets  and  armies. 

The  di(a(le(s  of  the  company  abroad^  were  dill  8g-«  steps 
gravated  by  their  fituation  at  home.    It  was  immediate*  ^^^^^  i^ 
ly  thought  advifeable  to  lay  a  fair  account  of  mattera  feleftabHOi 
before  the  proprietors.    This  difeovery  alarmed  them  affairs  in 
exceedingly^  and  gave  rife  to  a  hundred  differe&t  fchemes,  ^"^^^* 
all  equally  abfuid.    Tbey  haftUy  paflEsd  frooaone  to  an-* 
other,  but  were  too  full  of  uncestainty  and  diiEdence 
to  adopt  any*     The  deliberations  were  carried  on  with 
too  much  a4>erity»  and  precious  gioments  wer^  wailed  in 
upbraidings  ajBid  inyedivc^  N<^onecoiildiorefee  where 
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BOOK  thefe  commotions  .would  cnd|  when  %  young  merchant 
of  quick -parts,  and  a  clear  head  aroTe.  They  liftencd  to 
him;  when  the  ftorm  immediately  fubfided,  and  frefti 
hopes  began  to  dawn.  AUVere  unanimous  in  adopting 
his  ofMnion.  The  company,  which  the  enemies  to  all 
exclufive  privileges  wiflied  to  fee  abolinied,  ftood  its 
ground;  but,  it  was  put  upon  a  better  footing;  a  cir« 
cumftance  which  was  abfolutely  neceflaiy. 

Amovgst  the  caufes  which  had  involved  the  com- 
pany in  the  diftrefs  they  were  in,  there  was  one  which 
had  long  been  looked  upon  as  the  foorce  of  all  the  reft; 
which  was  the  dependence,  or  rather  the  flavery,  in 
which  the  government  had  kept  that  great  body  for 
near  half  a  century  pad.- 

Ever  iince  the  year  1 723,  the  court  enjoyed  the  pow- 
er of  chufing  the  dtredcrs.  In  1 730,  a  commiflary  from 
the  king  was  introduced  into  the  ad  mini  ft  rat  ion  of  the 
company.     Thi$  put  .an  end  to  all  freedom  of.  debate 
in  their  ddiberations ;  there  was  no  longer  any  con- 
nexion between  theradminiftrators  and  the  proprietors; 
so  immediate  intercourfe  between  the  adminiftrators 
and  government.  All  was  direded  by  the  influence  and 
according  to  the  views  of  the  courtier.     Secrecy,  that 
dangerous  veil  of  an  arbitrary  adminiftration,  concealed 
all  their  operations;  and  it  was  but  in  1744,  that  the 
proprietors  were  called  together.     They  were  empow- 
ered to  name  fyndics^  and  to  call  a  general  meeting  once 
a  year ;  but  they  w^re  not  the  better  informed  of  their 
affairs,  nor  more  at  liberty  to  direft  them.  The  power  of 
chufing  the  direftors  was  ftill  veiled  in  Ifhe  crown,  and 
ijiflead  of  one  commiflary,  the  king  chofe  to  have  two. 

This  gave  hirth  to  two  parties.^  Each  commiflary 
had  bit  own  fcheme,  his  owii  favourites,  and  ftrove  to 
carry  his  point.  Hence  arofe  divifions,  intrigues,  in- 
formations and  ^nimofities,  which  h$d  their  center  at 
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Paris,  but  fpread  as  far  as  India,  and  there  broke  out  in 
a  manner  fo  fatal  to  the  nation. 

The  miniftry,  ihocked  at  the  fight  of  fo  many  abufes, 
and  weary  of  thofe  endlefs  cOntefts,  fought  for  a  remedy. 
It  was  imagined  they  had  hit  upon  one,  by  appointing  a 
third  commiffary.  This  expedient  only  ferved  to  increafe 
the  mifchief.  Defpotifm  had  reigned  when  there  was 
but  one ;  divifion  when  there  were  two ;  but  from  the 
moment  there  were  three,  all  was  anarchy  and  confufi- 
on.  They  reduced  them  to  two,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  them  agree  as  well  as  they  could  ;  and  even  in 
1764  there  was  but  one,  when  the  proprietors  defired 
that  the  company  might  be  reinftated  in  its  original 
conftitution,  by  reftoring  its  freedom. 

They  ventured  to  tell  the  government,  they  might 
impute  the  difafters  and  errors  of  the  company  to  them- 
felves,  as  the  proprietors  had  not  been  concerned  in  the 
itianagement  of  their  affairs :  Jthat  they  could  never  be 
carried  on  mod  advantageoufly  both  for  them  and  for 
the  ftate,  till  thi^  could  be  done  with  freedom,  and  till 
an  immediate  intercourfe  was  eftablifhed  between  the 
proprietors  and  adminiftrators,  and  between  the  admi*' 
niftrators  and  the  miniftry.     That  whenever  there  was 
an  intermediate  perfon,  the  orders  given  on  one  fide, 
and  the  reports  made  on  the  other,  would  neceflarily,  in 
pafling  through  his  hands,   take  a  tinfiure  of  his  own 
private  views  and  perfpnal  will ;  fo  that  he  would  always 
be  in  fa£t  the  true  and  fole  adminiftrator  of  the  com- 
pany.    That  fuch  an  adminiftrator,  often  deftitute  of 
intereft,  or  knowledge  of  bufinefs^ would  always  be  rea- 
dy to  facrifice  the  welfare  and  true  intereft  of  trade,  to 
the  tranfient  (hew  of  his  adminiftf ation*  and  to  the  fa- 
vour  of  placemen.     That  on  the  contrary,  every  thing 
might  be  yexpeSed  from  a  free  adminiftration  chofen  by 
the  proprietors,  a£ling  under  their  infpedion,  and  in 
concert  with  them,  and  fubjeft  to  no  fort  of  reftraint. 
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The  government  was  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  thefe 
reafons.  They  fecured  the  freedom  of  ihe  company  by  a 
folemn  edift ;  and  the  fame  gentleman^who  by  his  genius 
had  juft  given  h  a  new  exiftence,  drew  up  a  plan  of 
temporary  ftatutes,  for  a  new  form  of  adminiftration. 

The  intention  of  thefe  ftatutes  was,  that  the  com- 
pany might  no  longer  be  ruled  by  men,  who  often  were 
not  worthy  to  be  its  faftors :  that  the  government  might 
no  further  interfere  than  to  proted  it ;  that  it  might  be 
alike  preferved  from  that  flavery  under  which  it  had  (o 
long  groaned,  and  from  that  fpirit  of  myftery  which 
had  perpetuated  its  corruption  :  that  there  fhould  be  a 
conftant  intercourfe  between  the  managers  and  the  pi^o- 
prietors:  that  Paris,  deprived  of  the  advantage  enjoy- 
ed by  the  capitals  of  other  commercial  nations,  of  being 
a  fca  port,  might  acquire  a  knowledge  of  trade  in  free 
and  peaceable  affembiies:  that  the  citizen  might  at  lad 
form  juft  notions  of  that  powerful  tie  that  links  all  na- 
tions together,  and  by  informing  himfelf  of  the  fources 
of  public  profperity,  learn  to  refpea  the  merchant 
whofe  operations  contribute  to  it,  and  to  defpife  the 
profeffions  that  are  deftruSive  of  it. 

These  wife  regulations  were  attended  with  happier 
confequences  than  could  poffibly  be  expeded.  A  great 
aaivity  was  obferved  on  all  fides.  During  the  five  years 
that  the  new  adminiftration  lafled,  the  fates  produced 
annually  18,000,000  (787,500/.)  They  had  not  been 
fo  confiderabic,  even  in  thofe  times  which  had  been 
looked  upon  as  themoft  profperous;  for,  from  1726 
to  1 75^  inclufively,  they  had  amounted  to  nq  more  than 
437>376»284livce8,  (19^,135,212/.  8/.  6rf.)  which  makes 
upon  an  average,  in  peace  and  war,  14,108,91a  Jivres 
(61^,^64/.  18/.)  a  year. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  fincc  the  year  1 764,  the 
profits  had  not  been  what  they  were  before.     The  dif- 
ference 
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fcrence  between  the  purchafe  and  the  fale,  which  had  BOOK 
been  at  leaft  cent,  per  cent,  was  reduced  to  about  fe-»  yF^* 
verity  per  cent..  This  diminution  of  profit  was  owing 
to  the  want  of  ftock,  to  the  ruin  of  French  credit  in 
India,  and  to  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  viSoriOus 
nation  that  had  lately  fubdued  thofe  diftant  regions. 
The  agents  for  the  company  were  reduced  to  procure 
money  and  goods  upon  the  hardeft  terms.  They  drew 
both  from  theEngliflimerchants  who  were  endeavour- 
ing to  bring  over  to  Europe  the  immenfe  fortunes  they 
had  amaflfed  in  Afia. 

With  thefe  impediments,  and  under  thefe  difagree- 
able  circumftances,  was  the  exclufiye  privilege  of  trad- 
ing to  the  Eaft  Indies  exercifcd,  when  the  government 
thought  proper  to  fufpend  it.  Let  us  now  examine 
what  was  then  the  (icuation  of  the  company. 

Before  1764,  the  number  of  (hares  was  50,268.  At  '^^^^ 
that  period  the  miniftry,  who,  in  1 746, 1 747,  and  1 748,  TrSffi- 
had  given  up  to  the  proprietors  the  produce  of  the  ihares  cient, 
and  bonds  which  were,  their  property,  reiinquiflied  in  ^^?  'fH*^ 
their  favour  the  (hares  and  bonds  themfclyes,  to  the  duals  IT 
nuhiber  of  1 1>835  together,  to  indemnify  thfem  for  the  f«bftituted 
cxpences  they  had  incurred  during  the  laft  war.     Thefe  *?^***'^^ 
(hares  having  beeti  cancelled,  there  remained  but 38,432.  pany. 

The  wants  of  the  company  obliged  them  to  make  a  ^'**®  ^f 
call  of40olivrcs  (17/.  10/.)  per  (hare.   Upwards  of  l!jfhc7im7 
34,000  (hares  paid  the  call.     The  4,000  that  did  not,  ®^  i'»  ^c 
were  reduced,  by  the  terms  of  the  ediS  which  empow-  ^*^* 
ered  the  company  to  make  it,  to  five  eights  of  the  va- 
lue of  thofe  which  had  paid ;  fo  that  by  this  operati- 
tion,  the  number  was  reduced  to  36,920  whole  (hares 
and  fix  eighths. 

The  dividends  on  the  (hares  of  the  French  company 
as  of  all  other  companies,  have  varied  according  to 
circumftances.    In  172Z  it  was  100  livres,  (4/I  7/.  6d) 

From 


5o6  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE, 

BOOK  From  1723  to  1745  '^  ^^  *5^»  (^'-  ^^^'  ^^'^  ^^^^ 
^^*  1746  to  1749  it  was  70,  (3/.  I/.  3^.)  From  175010 
1 758  it  was  80f  (3/.  10/.)  From  1 759  to  1 763  it  was 
4O9  (\i  15/.)  and  in  1764 it  was  but  2olirres»  (171.6^.) 
This  (hews  that  the  dividend,  and  the  value  of  the 
ftocky  which  always  kept  pace  with  it,  was  necefiiirtly 
affcded  by  the  hazards  of  trade»  and  the  fluduation  of 
popular  opinion.  Hence  that  prodigious  rife  and  fall  in 
the  price  of  the  (hares>  which  fell  in  one  year  from  two 
hundred  (167^*  18/.)  to  one  hundred  piftoles  ;  (S^l  15-^ ) 
[Each  piftole  is  reckoned  at  16/.  9^.]  then  rofe  to  1800 
livres,  (78/.  15/.)  and  foon  after  fell  to  700,  (30J.12/. 
6dJ)  Yet  in  the  midft  of  thefe  revolutions,  the  ftock 
of  the  company  was  much  the  fame.  But  this  is  a  cal- 
culation which  the  public  never  makes.  It  is  deter- 
mined by  the  circumftance  of  the  prefent  moment,  and 
always  trufts  or  fears  beyond  the  truth. 

Th5  proprietors,  who  were  eipofed  to  fee  their  for- 
tunes reduced  to  half  in  one  day,  would  no  longer  run 
the  rifques  of  fuch  a  fituation.  In  laying  in  a  fre/h 
ftock  to  trade  with,  they  deiired  to  fecure  the  remainder 
of  their  fortune  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  fliares 
Ihould  at  all  times  bear  a  fettled  price,  and  an  intereft 
that  could  be  depended  on.  The  government  fettled 
this  rhatter  by  an  ediS  iflued  out  in  Auguft  1764.  The 
Xlllth  article  exprefsly  fays,  that  to  fecure  to  the  pro- 
prietors a  fettled  income  independent  of  all  future  events 
of  trade,  a  fufficient  fund  fliould  be  detached  from  that 
portion  of  the  contraft  which  was  then. free,  to  fecure 
to  every  (hare  a  capital  of  1600  livres,  (70/.)  and  an  in- 
tereft of  80  livres,  (3/.  10/.)  and  xYkZi  neither  that  intereft 
nor  that  capital  Jbouldy  in  any  cafe  or  for  any  caufe  what- 
foever^  be  anfweriibie  for  fuch  engagements  as  the  comfa- 
jiy  might  enter  into  after  the  date  of  this  edi^. 

Thk 
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The  company  therefore  owed  for  36,920  (hares  and  BOOK 
fix  eighths^  at  the  rate  of  80  livres  (3/.  10/.)  per  (hare,  * 

an  intereft  amounting  to  2>953>66o  livres,  (129,222/. 
12/.  6^.)  They  paid  for  their  feveral  contrads 
29727^506  lirres,  (119,328/.  7/.  9J.)  which  made  in  all 
5»68i»^66  livres  (248,55 1/.  6/.  3(/.)  of  perpetual  annui- 
ties. The  life  annuities  amounted  to  3,074,899  livresy 
(134,526/.  16/.  id.  f.)  The  fum  total  of  all  thefe  an- 
nual payments  was  then  8,756,065  livres  (383,577/.  i6a 
\od.  f .)  How  the  company  raifed  money  to  anfwer  tfaefe 
feveral  demands  (hall  be  the  fubjed  of  our  next  inquiry. 

That  great  body,  far  too  deeply  concerned  in  Law's 
fcheme,  had  advanced  him  90,000,000  of  Irvres^ 
(3,937,500/.)  When  the  cataftrophe  happened,  the 
government  made  over  to  them  in  payment  the  exclu- 
(ive  fale  of  tobacco,  which  then  brought  in  three  mil- 
lions (i3T>25o/.)  a  year ;  but  they  were  left  without  a 
capital  to  trade  upon.  This  kept  them  in  a  (late  of 
inaction  till  1 726,  when  the  government  came  to  their 
fuccour.  The  rapid  progrefs  they  made  aftoni(hed  all 
nations,  and  they  bid  fair  for  furpading  the  moft 
flouri(hing  companies.  This  opinion,  which  was  the 
general  one,  emboldened  the  proprietors  to  complain 
that  their  dividends  were  not  doubled  and  trebled. 
They  thought,  and  fo  did  the  public,  that  the  king's 
treafury  was  enriched  with  their  fpoils.  The  profound 
fecrecy  with  which  every  thing  was  carried  on,  greatly 
ftr<engthened  thefe  furmifes. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  France  and 
England  in  1 744  diflTolved  the  charm.  The  miniftry, 
too  much  embarrafTed  in  their  own  affiiirs  to  think  of 
doing  any  thing  for  the  company,  left  it  to  (hift  for  it- 
fclf.  Then,  indeed,  every  body  was  furprized  to  fee 
that  Colo(rus  ready  to  fall,  which  had  never  yet  met 
with  any  (hock>  and  whofe  greateft  misfortune  had  been 

the 
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BOOK  the  iofs  of  two  (hips  of  a  moderate  value.  The  com* 
j/^  f  pany  was  undone*  had  not  the  government  in  I747>  de- 
clared itfelf  their  debtor  in  the  fum  of  i8o9000>ooo  o£ 
livresj  (79875/>oo)  and  ei^aged  to  pay  them  the  in* 
tereil  of  that  fum  for  ever,  at  five  per  cent.  This 
engagement,  which  was  in  lieu  of  the  exclufive  fale 
of  tobacco,  19  fo  important  a  point  in  hifiory,  that  it 
would  not  be  fufficiently  elucidated,  if  we  did  not  take 
up  the  nmtter  further  back. 

Th£  ufe  of  tobacco,  which  was  introduced  into  £a« 
rope  after  the  difcovery  pf  America,  made  no  very  ra- 
pid progrefs  in  France.  The  confumption  wasfo  (maU, 
that  the  firft  leafe,  which  began  the  iirft  of  December 
1674,  and  ended  the  firft  of  Odober  1680,  brought 
in  but  500,000  livres  (2 1,875/.)  to  the  government  the 
two  firft  years,  and  60O9OO0  (26,250/.)  the  four  laft'; 
though  tbs  right  of  ftaroping  pewter  had  been  joined 
to  this  privilege.     This  farm  was  confounded  with  the 
general  farms  till  1691,  when  it  ftill  remained  united 
to  them,  and  was  rated  at  1,500,000  livres  (65,625/.) 
a  ye$ir.    In  1697,  it  became  once  more  a  feparate  farm 
on  the  fame  terms,  till  1 709,  when  it  was  increafed  to 
loo/xx)  livres  (4*375/0  more,  till  1715.    It  was  then 
renewed  for  three  years  only.  The  two  firft  years  were 
to  bring  in  2,000,000  of  livres,  (87,500/t)  and  the  laft 
200,000  (8,750/.)  more.     At  that  period,  it  was  in- 
creafed to  4,020i000  livres  (175,875/.)  a  year;  but 
this  laded  only  from  the  firft  of  0£^ober  1718  to  the 
firft  of  June  1720.    Toba(;co  then  became  a  mercan- 
tile commodity  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  continued  fo 
till  the  firft  of  September  1721.    During  thisihort  in* 
tervat,  private  people  laid  in  fucb  a  ftock,  that  when  it 
came  to  be  farmed  out  again,  it  cojiild  be  done  but  at  a 
moderate  price.     Tlus  leafe,  which  was  the  eieventbf 
was  for  nine  years,  to  conimexice  on  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember, 
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tcinbcr  17*1,  to  the  firft  of  OSober  1730.  The  BOOK 
farmers  were  to  give  1,3009000  Itvres  (56,875/.)  for 
the  iirft  thirteen  months;  1,800,000  (78,750/.)  for 
each  of  the  laftfix  years;  2,560,060  (ii2/}Oo/*}  for 
the  third,  and  3,oookx)0  (i3i>25o/.)  for  each  of  the 
laft  (is  years.  This  agreement  did  not  take  place,  be- 
caufe  the  India  company,  to  whom  the  governmenl: 
owed  90,000^)00  livresy  (3»937>5oo/.)  which  had  been 
depofited  in  the  royal  treafury  in  171 7>  demanded  the 
farm  of  tobacco,  which  liad  then  been  made 'Over  Co 
them  for  ever,  and  which,  from  particular  events, 
'  they  had  never  yet  enjoyed.  Their  petition  was  found 
to  be  juft,  and  they  obtained  what  they  fo  warmly 
folicited.  * 

Th£Y  managed  this  farm  themfelves,  from  the  firft 
of  Odober  1723,  to  the  lad  day  of  September  1730* 
The  produce  during  this  fpacc  was  50,083,967  livres 
1 1  fous  9  deniers ;  (about  2>i9i,i73/.  iii.  7^)  which 
made  7,i54>852A  10/.  ^d.  (about  313,024/.  16/.)  a 
year;  out  of  this  moft  be  dedu£ted  yearly  3,042,963/. 
19/.  &/•  (about  133,129/.  12/.  ^d.  i.)  for  the  charges 
of  preparing  the  land. 

Th  ese  charges  were  fo  enormous,  that  it  was  thought 
the  buiinefs  which  grew  every  day  more  confiderable, 
would  be  better  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers-generat, 
wlio  would  do  it  at  lefs  expence  by  means  of  the  clerks 
they  employed  for  other  purpofes.  The  company  ac- 
cordingly leafed  it  for  eight  years.  They  engaged  to 
pjiy  7,500/)00  iivres  (328,125/.)  for  each  of  the  firft 
four  years,  and  8,000,000  (350,000/.)  for  each  of  the 
four  laft.  This  leafe  went  on  upon  the  fame  footing 
till  the  month  of  June  1747)  and  the  king  promifed 
to  account  with  the  company  for  the  increafe  of  the 
produce,  as  foon  as  it  ihould  be  known  and  afcertained. 

At  this  period,  the  king  united  the  tobacco  farm  to 
his  other  duties,  creating  and  alienating,  for  the  ufe  of 

the 
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BOOK  the  companyi  an  annuity  of  nine  millions  (393>)$o/.) 
for  ever*  upon  a  capital  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  m\\- 
lioMf  (79875»ooo/.)  This  large  coropenfation  was 
thought  to  be  due  to  them  for  the  old  debt  of  ninety 
m'dlions;  (3»937f50o/)  for  the  overplus  of  the  profit 
upon  the  tobacco  farm»  from  1738  to  1747;  and  to 
indemnify  them  for  the  expences  of  the  negro  tradei 
the  lofles  they  bad  fuftained  during  the  war,  their  giv- 
ing up  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  trade  to  St.'  Do^ 
roingOy  and  the  lofs  of  the  ton  duty,  which  had  been 
fufpended  ever  fince  the  year  1 731.  Yet  this  compen- 
fiition  has  been  thought  inadequate  by  fome  of  the  pro- 
prietors* who  have  found  out  that  ever  iince  the  year 
17589  upwards  of  ii,7oo»ooo  pound  weight  of  to- 
bacco have  been  annually  fold  in  the  kingdom  at  three 
livres  (a/,  ^d.  i)  a  pound,  though  it  bad  been  bought 
for  twenty-feven  livres  (i/.  3/.  7^.  f)  a  hundred. 

The  nation  is  of  a  very  different  opinion.  The  ma- 
nagers, who  prevailed  upon  government  to  acknow- 
ledge fo  large  a  debt,  have  been  accufed  of  facrificing 
the  intereft  of  the  public  to  that  of  a  private  fociety. 
A  writer  who  in  our  days  (hould  examine  whether  tbb 
accufation  was  well  or  ill  grounded,  would  pafs  for  an 
idle  man.  Such  a  difcuffion  would  be  altogether  need- 
lefs,  fince  every  circumftance  of  this  tranfadion  has 
been  made  public.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
it  was  with  the  nine  millions  (3931750/.)  a  year  impro- 
perly facrificed  by  the  ftate,  thai  the  company  was 
enabled  to  anfwer  the  demand  of  8,756,065  livres 
(383,077/.  16/.  loJ.  i)  with  which  it  was  charged^  fo 
that  the  overplus  that  remained  to  them  amounted  to 
about  244)000  (10,675/.)  of  net  revenue. 

It  is  true  they  had  private  Ample  contrad  debts  to 
the  amount  of  74,505,000  livres,  (3j259,593/.  15/.) 
but  they  had  in  trade,  or  in  debts  to  call  in,  70,733,000 

livres; 
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livres ;  (3,094,568/.  15/.)  a  fum  nearly  fufficicnt  to  ba-  BOOK 
lance  their  accounts.  .         ' 

Their  only  riches  confifted  therefore  in  moveable 
and  immoveable  effeds,  to  the  amount  of  about  twen-^ 
ty  millions  (875,000/.)  and  the  profpeS  of  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  life  annuities,  which  in  time  muft  bring  in 
three  millions  (i3i,a50/.>  a  year.  The  adual  value  of 
this  article  might  be  reckoned  equal  to  a  clear  capita! 
of  thirty  millions  (1,312,500/.) 

Independent  of  thefe  properties,  the  company  en- 
joyed fome  very  beneficial  rights.  The  exclufive  falc 
of  coffee  had  been  granted  them ;  but  as  public  utility 
required  that  an  exception  ihould  be  made  in  1 7^5, 
with  regard  to  coffee  imported  from  the  American 
iflands,  they  had,  by  way  of  compenfation,  a  yearly 
fum  of  50,000  livres,  (2»i87/.  los,)  which  was  always 
duly  paid.  Even  the  privilege  for  Mocha  coffee  was 
cancelled  in  1 767,  the  government  having  allowed  the 
importation  of  that  of  the  Levant.  The  company  ob- 
tained no  indemnification  on  this  account. 

They  had  met  with  a  worfc  difappointment  the  year 
before.  In  1720  they  had  been  inverted  with  the  fole 
right  of  tranfporting  flaves  to  the  American  colonies. 
This  fyflem  foon  appeared  to  be  erroneous,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  all  the  merchants  in  the  kingdom  (hould 
be  at  liberty  to  carry  on  the  flave  trade,  upon  condi- 
tion of  adding  a  piftole  (16/.  gd.)  per  head  to  the  thir- 
teen livres  (u/.  4</.  i)  granted  out  of  the  royal  trea- 
fury.  Suppofing  that  15,000  negroes  were  difpofedof 
every  year  in  the  French  iflands,  this  made  a  clear  in- 
come of  345,000  livres  (i5>093/.  15/.)  for  the  compa- 
ny. This  bounty,  which  was  allowed  them  for  a  trade 
they  were  not  concerned  in,  was  taken  off  in  1767,  and 
was  made  up  to  them  by  a  more  reafonable  equivalent. 

At 
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At  the  fifft  forraation  of  the  Company  they  had  ob- 
tained a  gratuity  of  50  livrcs  (2/.  3/.  pJ.)  upon  every  ton 
of  goods  they  (hould  export,  an4  of  75  (3/.  5/.  7^.  \) 
upon  every  ton  they  ihould  import  from  abroad.     The 
Diiniftiy,  upon  the  fuppreffion'  of  the  bounty  apon  ne-^ 
groes,  incrcafed  the  gratuity  upon  every  ton  exported 
to  75  livres,  (3/.  5/.  ^d.  i)  and  upon  every  ton  imported 
to  80,  (3/.  10/.)     If  we  rate  both -at  6000  tons  a  year, 
we  (hall  find  a  produce  of  above  a  million  (45>75o/) 
for  the  Company,  including  the  50,000  iivres  (2,187/. 
10/.)  they  received  upon  the  coffee. 

Whilst  the  income  of  the  company  remained  en^ 
tire,  their  expences  were  leiTened*  By  the  edift  of 
1764  the  iflands  of  France  and  Btiurbon  were  become 
the  property  of  the  government,  who  engaged  to  for- 
tify and  defend  them.  By  this  arrangement  the  com- 
pany was  exonerated  of  two  millions  (87,500^)  a/ear, 
without  the  lead  detriment  to  the  exclufive  trade  thej 
enjoyed  in  tbofe  two  iflands. 

With  all  thefe  feemingly  profperous  circamftances 
the  debts  of  the  company  were  daily  increafing*  This 
mud  inevitably  happen,  as  their  income,  together  with 
the  profits  of  their  trade,  was  not  fufficlent  to  defray  the 
expences  of  carrying  it  on,  and  the  charges  annexed  to 
the  crown>  which  amounted  together  to  eight  millions 
(35o,ocx)/.)  a  year.  They  might  even -exceed  this,  as 
by  their  nature  they  were  fufceptible  of  endlefs  incroafe, 
according  to  the.political  views  of  government,  which 
is  the  fole  judge  of  their  importance  and  neceffity. 

Ik  fo  unfortunate  a  fitoation,  the  company  could  not 
poifibly  fupport  itfelf  without  the  afEftance  of  govern* 
ment.  But  for  fome  time  pad  the  council  of  Lewis  XV. 
had  appeared  to  be  very  indifferent  about  the  exiAence 
of  that  great  body*    At  laft^an  arret  of  council  was 

iffued. 
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ifluedy  bearifig  date  the  13th  of  Augufl:  17699  by  which  BOOK 
the  king  iitifpended  the  exctufive  privilege  of  the  India  t  ^^ 
Com|miiyy  and  granted  to  all  his  Aibjeds  the  liberty  of 
navigRttDg  and  trading  beyond  Che  Caj^  of  Good  Hope. 
However,  io  granting  cbis.  unexpeded  freedomy  the  go^^ 
vernmetit  thought. proper  to  lay  it  under  fome  reftratnt. 
The  arret  which  opetss  thisnew  track  to  private  navi-* 
gators^  requires  them  to  provide  themfelves  with  pafll' 
portSy  which  ane  to  be  fredy  given  by  the  adminiftrators 
of  the  India  Company.  « It  obliges  them  to  make  their 
returns  to  Port  POmnt*  and  nowhere  elfe.  It  eftablifli- 
ts  a  duty  by  way  of  iitdulto  on  a4l  goods  imported  from 
India  )  whieby  by  a  (econd  arret  of  council  iflued  on 
tht  RpAk  of  September  f4jtk>wing9  was  fixed  at  five  per 
oeot*  oti  air  goods  commgirpm  India  and  China^  and  at 
three  per  coir,  upon  alLcommodities  of  the  growth  of 
the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon^ 

Thr  arret  of  the  13th  erf.  Aagufi»  by  only  fufpend- 
ing  the  privilege  of  the  cprnpaoy^  feemed  to  leave  to  tb^ 
propirietors  the  power  of  .refuming  it  i  but  as  they  f|W 
no  probability  of  ever  being  able  to  do  this,  they  wifely 
deterpitoed  to  liqaidate  their  concerns  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  ta  fecwre  their  creditors,  and  the  remains  of  their 
own  faff tanes^ 

For  this  purpofe  they  offered  to  giv.eup  tothe  king 
all  thecooopM^'®  ^'^H?^*  thirty  in  numberi  all  the  ware* 
hovfes  arid'other  buildings  belonging  to  them  at  Port 
rOrierttandin  India;  t^hc  property  of  their  faaorie* 
with  ti^  maoufaiSurea  dependent  on  them ;  all  naval 
asid  military  ilores ;  and  laftly,  eight  bundled  flavea 
whiiih  they  bad  referved  io^the  iflands^  All  thefearti* 
dea  were^yal^led  at  thirty  niillioais  (i,3i2;f50o/.)  by  the 
proprict^»rs#  who  at  the .  lame  time  demanded  the  pay- 
ment o£  i6*500,ooo  livres  (721,875/.)  which  were  due 
to  themhy  the  government. 

VQL.L  LI  The 
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The  king  agreed  to/the  piopofali  but  cbofe  toleflen 
the  purcbaf<  money :  not  that  the  effeds  were  not  of 
ftill  greater  value  wbilft  they  remained  in  the  hands  o( 
the  company ;  bat  being  made  over  to  the  government, 
they  brought  an  additioaal  incambrance  npon  it.  So 
that  toftead  of  46f500*ooo  livres  (2^399375/.)  which 
the  proprietors  demanded,,  the  princes  to  clear  all  ac- 
counts with  them,  created  a  perpetual  annuity  for  their 
benefit  of  i»aoo,ooo  livres,  (5^1500/.)  upon  a  capital 
of  thirty  millions.  (i>3 12,500/.)  The  edi&for  that  pur- 
pofe  was  iflued  out  in  January  1 770. 

This  newcontra&  the  company  mortgagediortwdve 
millions  (5as>ooo/)  which  they  borrowed  upon  life  an- 
nuities at  ten  per  c^ent.and  by  a  lottery  in  February  .fol- 
lowing. This  money  w$$  borrowed  to  enable  them  (o 
fulfil  the  ei^gf^nients  thi^y  had  entered  mto  when  they 
undertook  the  laft  expeditions  ;  but  it  was  iofufficient : 
fo  that  finding  themfelvcs  utterly  unable  -to  raife  more, 
the  proprietors,  at  their  meeting  on  the  7  th.  April  1 7  70, 
made  over  their  whole  property  to  the  king,  es<tept  the 
capital  that  had  been  mortgaged  to  the  fliares. 

The  principal  artidesoomprized  in  thisceffion,coo- 
fifled  ia  the  abolition  of  4,^00,000  livres  (i83f75oi^)  in 
life  annuities;  of  that  part  of  the  contra& of  nine  mil- 
lions (j;93»75P/*)  which  exceeded,  the  capital  of  the 
(hares ;  of;  the  botislof  {Paris ;  of  the  India  goods:  ex- 
peded  homf9:in.i770  and  177 1,  fuppoTcd  10  be  worth 
26jOD090oo.of:  livres  ;  Ci,i37»SX)p/»)  and  laftly,  of  three 
pr  four  millions  (about  153^)00/;  upon  an  average)  of 
debts  to  be  calM  in,  from .  debtors  who  weremoftly 
Iblvent,  in  India,  in  (he  illes  of  France  and  Bdnrbcm) 
and  at  San  Domingo,  ^The  proprietdrs  engaged  at  the 
fame  time  10  furniih  the  king  .with  a  fom  of  14^768,900 
livres,  (64$,!  oo/.)  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  a^  call,:  which 
was  fixed  at  400  livres  (17/.  10^^  per  fliare..    The  gor 

v^rnmant^ 
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vbrnment^  in  accepting  thefe  feveral  offers,  engaged  on  B  O  O  K 
their  part  to  pay  all  the  perpetual  and  life  annuities 
which  the  company  was  bound  to  pay  ;  ail  their  other 
engagements,  amounting  to  about  forty-five  millions  { 
(11968,750/.)  all  the  pendons  and  half-pays  granted  by 
the  companyi  amounting  to  80,000  livres  (3»500.)  a 
year  ;  laftly,  to  (land  t6  all  the  charges  and  rifques  at* 
tending  a  liquidation  that  muft  neceflarily  laft  fome 
years*      • 

The  capital  of  each  (hare,  which  by  the  edid  of 
Auguft  1764,  had  been  fixed  at  1600  livres,  (70/;)  bear* 
ing  an  intereft  of  80  livres,  (3/.  10/.)  the  king  now  raifed 
to  2500  livres,  (top/,  ^s.  6d.)  bearing  intereft  11$  livres 
(5/.. 9/.  4^/.  f .)  a  year.  The  new  intereft  was  made  fub- 
je£l  to  a  dedudion  of  a  tenth,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
this  deduSion  (hould  be  annually  appropriated  to  the 
paying  off  of :  the  (hares  by  |ot,t>n  the  footing  of  their 
capital  of  2500  livres;  (109A  7/.  &/.)  fo  that  the  in* 
tereft  on  the  (bares  thus  paid  off,  would  increafe  the 
finking  fund  till  the  whole  of  the  (hares  was  finally  paid 
off. 

.  These  refpeflive conditions  are  recorded  in  an  arret 
of  council,  of  the  8th  of  April,  including  a  report  of 
the  deliberatiods  held  the  day  before  in  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  proprietors,  and  confirmed  by  letters  patent 
bearing  date  the  2ad  of  the  fame  month.  In  confe* 
quence  of  thefe  agreements,  the  call  has  been  paid,  the 
drawing  for  the  reimburfement  of  the  (hares,  to  the 
number  of  tw<^  hundred  and  twenty^  has  been  made 
every  year,  and  ,the  fimple  contrad  debts  of  the  com- 
pany have  been  duly  paid  when  their  tame  waselapfed. 

From  all  thefe  particulars,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to 
frame  kn  idea  of  the  adual  mode  of  exiftence  of  the 
India  company,  and  of  the  legal  ftate  of  the  trade  they 
carried  on.    This  company  which  at  prefent  has  no  pro- 

L  I  2  perty, 
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BOOK  perty>  no  bofincfsy  no  objeftj  cannot  howevei:  b«  confi* 
dered  as  being  utterly  deftroyed«  fince  the  proprietors 
have  rcfenred  the  joint  ftock  that  was  naortgaged  for 
their  fliares ;  and  that  they  have  a  common  cheft,  and 
deputies  to  fuperintcnd  their  interefls.  On  the  other 
bandy  their  charter  has  been  fufpended  ;  but  it  is  only 
fufpcndedy  and  is  not  included  ambngitthe  articles  which 
the  company  has  ceded  to  the  king.  The  law  by  which 
it  was  granted  is  flill  in  force  ;  and  the  (hips  that  are  fit- 
ted  out  tor  the  Indian  feas»  cannot  fail  without  a  per- 
miffion  in  th^  name  of  the  company.  So  that  the  free- 
dom which  has  been  granted  is  but  a  precarious  one, 
and  if  the  proprietors  (hould  offer  to  refiime  their  trade 
with  a  Cufficient  ftock  to  carry  it  od«  they  would  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  da  it^  without  any  new  law  to 
impower  them.  But  except  this  nominal  right,  which 
in  faft  is  much  the  fame  as  if  it  did  not  ekift,  as  the 
proprietors  are  not  in  a  condidoa  to  exerci&  it,  all  their 
other  rights,  properties  and  fadories,  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  government*  Let  us  take  a  curfory  view  of 
thofe  fettlements,  beginning  by  Malabar. 

Prefcnt  BETWEEN  the  provinces  of  Ganara  and  Calicut,  lies 

date  of  the  a  di  Arid  which  extends  eighteen  leagues  along  the  coaft 
French  up-  ^j  j^  ^^  ^^^^^  j.^^  ^  ^j^j^^  leagues  broad.     The  coun^ 

coaft  of  try,  which  is  very  rugged,  is  covered  with  pepper  and 
Malabar,  cocoa-trees.  It  is  divided  into  feveral  lefler  diftrids,  in 
fubjedioa  to  as  many  Indian  lords,  who  are  all  vaflals 
to  the  hoofe  of  Colaftr y.  The  head  of  this  Bramin  fii- 
ttiUy  is  always  to  confine  his  whole  attention  to  what 
concerns  the  worfliip  of  the  gods.  It  would  be  beneath 
his  dignity  to  (loop  to  profane  matters,  and  the  reins  of 
government  are  given  to  his  neareft  relation.  The 
country  is  divided  into  two  provinces.  In  the  largdl, 
calM  the  Irouvenj^te,  is  the  Englifli  fadory  of  TelJi! 
cherry,  and  the  Dutch  faftory  of  Cananor..    Thofe- 

two 
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two  nations Ihare  the  pepper  between  thetn,  btit  the  B  O  OK 
Englilh  commonly  carry  oiF  i»SOo»ooo  pound  weight, 
and  there  reUom  remains  more  than  50O9OO0  for  the 
Dutch. 

The  fecond  prtpvince»  called  Cartenate,  extends  hot 
five  leagues  along  the  coaft.  Here  the  French  were 
called  in  by  the  natives  in  1722^  with  a  view  to  make 
ufe  of  them  againft  the  Eogliih ;  but  an  accommoda- 
tion having  taken  place,  made  their  affifiance  needleis, 
they  were  forced  to  felinquiih  a  poft  where  they  pro*' 
mifed  themfelves  fome  advantages.  Fired  with  irefent-' 
ment  and  ambition,  they  returned  in  greater  numbers 
iti  172$,  and  eftabliflied  themfelves  fword  in  hand  on 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Mah6.  Notwithftanding  thiK 
fld  of  violence,  they  obtained  of  the  prince  who  go- 
verned that  diftri&f  an  exclufive  right  to  the  pepper 
trade.  This  favour  was  fe  great  an  advantage  to  them, 
that  it  gave  rife  to  a  colony  of  6,oco  Indians  who  ciiht- 
yated  6,350  cocoa-trees,  39967  areka  and  7,762  pepper- 
trees.  Such  was  the  ftateof  this  fettlement,  when  the 
Englilh  made  themfelves  matters  of  it  in  1760. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  deftrudion  that  they  had  fliewn 
in  all  their  conquefts,  influenced  them  at  Mahl.  Their 
intention  was  to  pull  down  the  houfes,  anddifperfe  the 
inhabitaots.  The  foverieign  of  that  country  difluaded 
them  from  their  purpofe.  All  was  fpared,^xcept  the 
fortifications.  When  the  French  returned  to  their  fac- 
tory, they  found  every  thing  much  in  the  fame  conditiort 
as  they  had  left  it.  It  is  their  intereft  to  fecure  the  ad- 
vantages they  enjoy,  and  it  is  no  lefs  incumbent  on  them 
to  endeavour  to  improve  them. 

Mahc'  is  furrounded  with  hills,  on  which  were 
eieded  five  forts,  which  no  longer  exift.  Thefe  works 
were  by  far  too  nuinerous,  though  fome  precautions  are 
abfolutely  neceflary.    It  is  not  proper  to  be  perpetvaHy 
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BOOK  czpofed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Nayers,  who  have  * 
^^*  formerly  attempted  to  plunder  and  deflioy  the  colony* 
and  who  might  poflibly  have  ftiil  the  fame  intentions-f 
in  order  to  pat  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  the 
Englifli  at  Tellichery,  which  is  but  three  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  Mah^. 

Besides  the  pods  requifite  for  internal  fafety,  it  is 
highly  proper  to  fortify  the  entrance  of  the  river.  Since 
the  Marattashave  got  fea-ports  of  their  own,  they  in-- 
fed  the  fea  about  Malabar  with  their  piracies.    Thofe 
banditti  even  attempt  to  land,  wherever  they  think  there 
is  fome  booty  to  be  got.     Mah6  would  not  be  fecure 
from  their  attacks,  if  there  were  money  or  goods  to 
tempt  them,  unleft  they  were  well  guarded. 
-  The  French  might  make  themfelves  ample  amends 
for  any  ezpences  they  (hould  incur^  if  they  did  but  car-^ 
ryon  their  trade  with  fpirit  and  (kill.    Their  fadory  is 
the  heft  fituated  for  the  pepper  trade  ;  and  the  country 
would  afford  2>500fOOO  pound  weight  of  that  commo- 
dity.    What  could  not  be  confumed  in  Europe  might 
be  fold  in  China,  on  the  Red  Sea,  and  at  Bengal.     A 
pound  of  pepper  would  ftand  them  in  twelve  fous,  (a- 
bout  6d.  7.)  and  they  would  fell  it  for  twenty-five  or 
thirty,  (about  i/.  4/jOn  an  average.) 

This  advantage,  coniiderabie  as  it  is,  would  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  profits  upon  European  goods  wiiicb  would 
be  carried  over  to  Mahii.  Thofe  who  are  beft  acquaint, 
ed  with  that  fadory,  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  an 
eafy  matter  to  difpofe  of  400,000  weight  of  iron, 
5100,000  of  lead,  25,000  of  copper,  2000  firelocks, 
20»ooo  weight  of  gunpowder,  50  anchors  or  grapplings, 
50  bales  of  cloth,  50,000  ells  of  fail  cloth,  a  good  quan- 
tity of  quickfilver,  and  about  200  ca&s  of  wine  or 
brandy,  for  the  French  fettled  in  the  colony,  or  for  the 
Englifh  in  the  neighbourhood.    Tbefe  feveral  ariicles 

together 
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together  would  fetch  at  Icaft  384,000  livres,  (16,800/.)  ^  ^^  *^ 
of  which  153,600  (6,720/.)  would  be  clear  gain,  allow-  v......^^,^ 

ing  the  profit  to  be  40  per  cent.  Another  advantage  at- 
tending this  circulation  is,  that  there  will  always  be  a 
flock  in  the  faSory,  which  will  enable  them  to  pur- 
chafe  the  produdions  of  the  country  in  the  feafons  of 
the  year  when  they  are  chcapeft. 

The  greateft  obftacle  to  trade  is  the  cuftom-houfc 
eftablifhed  in  the  colony.  Half  the  duties  belong  t6 
the  fovereign  of  that  country,  and  this  has  always  been 
a  fobjeft  of  contention.  The  Englilh  of  Tellichery, 
•who  laboured  under  the  fame  grievance,  have  found 
means  to  prevent  all  difputes  about  thefe  duties,  by  pay- 
ing a  certain  yearly  fum  as  an  equivalent.  We  might 
do  the  fame,  but  we  cannot  expe£t  that  the  prince 
would  agree  to  it,  unlefs  we  previoufly  pay  him  the 
fums  he  has  lent,  and  no  longer  refufe  him  the  tribute 
fiipulated  for  the  benefit  of  living  peaceably  upon  his 
territories.     Matters^  cannot  be   fo  eafily  adjufted  at 

Bengal. 

.    France  has  engaged  by  the  treaty  of  1 763,  to  ereS  Prefcnt 
no  fortifications  and  keep  no  troops  in  that  rich  and  ex-  p^ench  at 
tenfive  country.  The  Englifti,  who  are  fovereigns  there,  Bengal, 
will  never  fuffer  us  to  deviate  from  what  they  have  re- 
quired.    So  that  Chandernagore,  which  before  the  la  ft 
war  reckoned  60,000  fouls,  and  has  now  but  24,000,  is 
and  always  will  be  entirely  an  open  place. 

To  this  misfortune  of'a  precarious  fituation,  may  be 
added  injuries  and  hardfliips  of  every  kind.  Not  fatisfied 
with  the  pofleffion  of  unlimited  authority,,  the  Englifh 
have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  fcandalbus  enormities.  They 
have  infultcd  the  French  in  their  work-fhops  ;  decoyed 
their  workmen,  cut  the  linens  off  of  the  looms ;  infifted 
that  the  manufaSurers  (hould  do  no  work  but  for  them 
in  the  three  beft  months  of  the  year,  and  that  their  own 
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BOOK  ladings  (hould  be  picked  oat  And  comptetedf  befof  e  any 

_  ^   .  thing  was  removed  out  of  the  work-ihops.  The  fchctne 

which  the  French  and  Dutch  together  had  contrived 

of  making  an  exadeftiaute  of  the  number  of  weavers* 

taking  only  half  between  them^  and  leaving  the  reft  to 

the  Englilhy  has  been  confidered  as  an  infuU.    That<io<- 

mineering  nation  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  declare  that  thej 

would  have  their  faftors  buy  the  goods  in  Chan^rna- 

gore ;  and  our  people  btve  .been  forced  lo  (uhmic  lo- 

this  hardlhip^  or  they  would  have  bees  excluded  from 

every  market  in  Bengal    In  a  word,  they  have  fomnch 

abufed  the  unjuft  right  of  vidory,  that  a  philofopher 

might  be  tempted  to  wi(h  for  the  ruin  of  their  liberty, 

were  not  the  people  a  thotdand  times  more  oppreiSve 

and  cruel  under  the  government  of  one  man,  than  in  the 

pofleffions  of  a  government  tempered  by  the  influefice 

of  many. 

As  long asthings  remain  upon  the  prefent  footing  in 
that  opulent  part  of  Afia,  the  French  will  meet  with 
perpetual  hardships  and  mortifications,  and  therefore 
DO  folid  and  lading  advantage  can  accrue  to  trade.  We 
fliould  be  refcued  from  this  difgrace,  if  we  could  tx* 
change  Chandemagore  for  Chattigan. 

Chattigan  is  fituated  on  the  confines  of  Aracan. 
The  Portuguefe,  who  in  the  days  of  their  profperityi 
endeavoured  to  get  all  the  important  pofts  in  India  into 
their  own  ^hands,  made  a  conHderable  fettlement  at  that 
place.  The  colonifts  (hook  off  the  yoke  of  their  native 
country,  when  it  became  a  part  of  the  Spaniih  ,domi« 
nions,  chufing  rather  to  turn  pirates  than  to  be  flaves. 
They  long  infefted  the  neighbouring  coafts  and  feas 
with  their  depredations.  At  laft  they  were  attacked  by 
the  Moguls,  who  raifed  a  colony  upon  their  ruins^  pow. 
erful  enough  to  prevent  any  inrpads  which  the  pec^ie 
of  Aracan  and  Pegu  might  be  tempted  to  make  into  Ben* 

gal. 
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gal.     This  place  thai  fank  into  obfcuniy»  till  17  58',  BO  OK 
when  the  EngUfii  arrived  aiid  fettled  there^  • 

The  climate  is  healthy^  the  waters  excellent,  and 
provifioRS  plenty :  the  landing  is  eafy^  and  the  anchorage 
fafe.  The  continent  and  the  ifland  of  Sandiva  make  a 
tolerable  harbour.  The  rirefs  Barramputri  and  Etki, 
which  are  branches  of  the  Ganges,  or  at  lead  comma* 
nicate  with  it)  greatly  facilitate  commercial  operations. 
If  Chattigan  is  fartlter  off  of  Patna,  Caflimbazar,  and 
fome  other  markets,  than  the  European  coldnies  on  the 
river  Hugly,  it  is  nearer  Jogdta,  Dacca,  and  all  the  ma« 
nufadures  of  the  lower  river.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  con- 
fequence  whether  fhips  of  burden  can  or  cannot  enter 
the  Ganges  on  that  fide,  as  the  inland  navigation  is  ne- 
ver carried  on  but  with  boats. 

Though  the  knowledge  they  had  of  thefe  advanta- 
ges had  determined  the  Englifh  to  feize  upon  Chattigan, 
we  are  apt  to  think  they  would  have  given  it  up  at  the 
laft  peace,  to  get  rid  of  the  French,  and  remove  them 
from  a  place  which  lies  too  near  them,  and  which  long 
habit  ha»  endeared  to  them.  We  even  apprehended 
that  at  Chattigan,  they  would  have  defifted  from  thofe 
hkfome  conditions  they  required  at  Chandernagore, 
which  imprint  a  reproach  upon  the  poffeflbrs,  more  de- 
trimental than  It  is  pofEble  for  mere  fpeculators  in  com- 
merce to  conceive.  Trad6  is  a  free  profeflion.  The 
fea,  the  voyages,  the  rifque,  and  the  viciflitudes  of  for- 
tune, all  infpire  a  love  Of  independence.  This  is  the 
very  foul  and  life  of  trade,  which  when  (hackled  droops 
and  dies. 

The  prefent  opportunity  is  perhaps  a  favourable  one 
to  think  of  the  exchange  we  propofe.  The  fortifica- 
tions which  the  Englifli  had  begun  to  eredat  Chattigan, 
having  been  thrown  down  by  repeated  earthquakes,  and 
they  feem  to  have  taken  a  diflike  to  the  place.  As  to 
i  '  the 
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BOOK  the  Frenchf  this  ioconvenience,  great  as  it  is^  woald  be 

preferable  to  that  of  liYingin  a  defencelefs  town.    It  it 

better  to  ftrive  againft  nature  than  againft  men^  and  to 

be  eipofed  to  the  ihocks  of  the  earth  than  to  the  bfults 

of  nations.    Fortunately  for  the  French,  though  they 

are  reftrained  at  Bengal,  they  meet  with  fooae  amends, 

in  enjoying  a  better  (ituation  on  the  coaft  of  Coronun- 

del. 

Prefent  To  the  north  of  that  very  eztenHve  coaft,  they  pof- 

fituation  of  f^ft  Yanam,  in  the  province  of  Rajabmandry.    This 

uiMn^^    fadory,  which  has  no  land  belonging  to  it,  and  is  (itu* 

eoaft  of      ated  nine  miles  fi^m  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ingerom^ 

CoroDian-  ^^^  formerly  a  very  flouriflitng  one.     From  miftaken 

motives  it  was  neglefied  about  the  year  1 748.  It  would, 

however,  afford  goods  to  the  value  of  4  or  5oo/xx> 

livres,  (about  19,700/.  on  an  average.) as  the  cotton  ma- 

nufadures  are  very  conflderable  in  that  neighbourhood, 

and  the  cottons  remarkably  fine  and  good.     It  has  been 

found  by  experience  to  be  a  good  market  for  difpofmg 

of  European  cloth.     The  trade  of  this  place  wouU  be 

more  lucrative,  if  they  were  not  obliged  to  (hare  the 

profit  with  the  Englilh,  who  have  a  fmall  fettlemeot 

within  two  miles  of  the  French. 

The  competition  is  much  more  detrimental  to  their 
intereft  at  Mafulipatam.  The  French,  who  formerly 
were  matters  of  the  whole  town,  but  have  tiothi^g  left 
now  except  the  lodge  they  had  before  1 749,  cannot  pre^ 
tend  to  vie  with  theEnglifh,  wliomake  theni  pay  duty 
for  all  their  imports  and  exports,  and  enjoy  befides  all 
the  favour  in  their  own  trade  which  fovereignty  can 
command.  This  bejng  the  cafe,  the  French  confine 
their  dealings  to  the  purchafe  of  fome  fine  handkerchiefs, 
and  other  calicoes  to  the  value  of  1 50,000  livres.  (6,56a/. 
10/.)  It  is  far  otherwife  at  Karical. 

.That 
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That  towni  irniated  in  the  kingdom  of  Tanjour,  BOOK-. 
on  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Colerobn-^  whijch  will  bear' 
fhips  of  150  tons  burden^  was  ceded  to  the  company  to 
17389  by  a  ^lethron^d  kiogi  whowas'in  want  of  protec* 
t  on.  Having  been'  reftered  before  be  had  fuUillcd  his 
engagements^  he  rctra3ed'the  gift  he  had  made.  A  Jia^ 
bob  attacked  the  place  with  his  army,  and  in  1739  gave 
ii  up  to  the  French  who  were  in  friendfhip  with  him. 
Soon  after  this  the  ungrateful  and  perfidious  prince  was 
flrangled  by  tbe.intrigufes  of  his  uncles;  and  his  fuc«^ 
eeflbr,  who  had  inherited  his  enemies  with  his,  throne^  y 

being  defit^ous  of  obtaining  the  friend(hip  of  a  powerful 
nation,  confirmed  them  in  their  pofleilipn.     The  Eng- 
U(h  took  the  place  in  17609  ahd  blew  up  the  fortifica-: 
tlons.     It  was  afterwards  reftored  to  the  French,  who 
returned  thither  in  1 765:.    ■ 

In  its  prefent  ftate,  Karical  is  an  open  place,  which* 
may  contain  15,000  inhabitants,  mod  of  them  employed 
in  weaving  ordinary  handkerchiefs^  and  cottoiK  for  the 
wear  of  the  natives.  The  territory  belonging  to  it^ 
which  has  been  confiderably  increafed  by  the  conceflions 
which  the  king  of  T'anjour  made  in  1 749,  is  now  once: 
more  what  it  was  at  firft,  two  leagues  in  length,  and 
one  league  in  the  bfoadeft  part.  It  is  coveredwith  fif- 
teen villages,  of  which  only on,e  deferves  our  notice;  it 
is  called  Tirumale-Rayenpatnam,  and  contains  no  iefs 
than  25,000  fouls.  They  weave  and  piint  tolerably 
fine  Perfians,  fit  for  Batavia  and  the  Philippine  iflands.' 
The  Coolies  and  Mohammedans  have  fmall  vefletsyWith 
which  they  trade  to  Ceylon,  and  along  the  coaft. 

Franca  may  draw  annually  from  this  fettlement, 
two  hundred  bales  of  cottons  or  handkerchiefs  fit  for 
Europe,  and  a  large <{uantity  of  rice  for  the  fubfiftence- 
of  her  other  colonies. 

All 


$14  mSTORT  OP  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK      Ai*L  goods  bought  at  KaricaU  Yanam  and  Mafdipa- 
JTl   » taniy  are  carried  to  Pondicherryf  our  chief  fettlement  m 
India. 

This  town,  which  roTefroin  fach  rmall  beginniogif 
in  time  became  a  great*  powerful  and  famoon  city. 
The  ftreets*  which  are  all  ftrait,  and  moft  of  them 
broad,  were  lined  with  two  rows  of  trees*  which  kept 
them  coolf  even  in  the  heat  of  tfaeNday.  The  moft  re- 
markable public  edifices  are  a  mofque*  two  Pagodas* 
two  churches  and  the  governor's  houfe*  which  is  reckon- 
ed to  be  the  moft  magnificent  building  in  the  eaft.They 
had  ereAed  a  froall  citadel  in  the  year  1 704*  but  it  is  of 
no  ufeyfince  they  have  been  allowed  to  build  houfes  all 
round  it.  To  fnpply  the  lofs  of  this  defence*  three  fides 
of  the  town  had  been  fortified  with  a  rampart,  a  tiitch* 
baftions*  and  a  glacis  which  was  unfiniibed  in  fome  pla« 
oes.  The  road  was  defended  by  fome  batteries  jodi- 
cioufly  phiced. 

Thx  town,  which  was  a.  full  league  in  circumfe- 
rence* contained  70*000  inhabitants*  of  which  4O00 
were  Europeam*  Meflees*  or  Topafles.  There  were  at 
moft  10*000  Mohammedans;  the  reft  were  Indians* 
i$>ooo  of  which  were  chriftians*  and  t%e  others  of  fe- 
venteen  or  eighteen  different  cafts  of  tribes.  Three  viU 
lages  dependent  on  the  town*  might  contain  10,000 
fouls. 

.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  colofiy*  ^hen  the  Englifh 
made  themfel  ves  matters  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1761,  utterly  deftroyed  it*  and  turned  out  the  in- 
habitants. Others  may,  perhaps*  ,exam  ine  whether  the 
barbarous  right  of  war  could  juftify  fuch  enormities. 
Let  us  turn  away  our  eyes  from  fo  many  cruelties*  com- 
mitted by  a  free*  magnanimous*  and  enlightened  nation* 
and  only  dwell  upon  the  refdution  France  has  taken  to 

refiore 


\ 
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reilore  Ponjicheriy  to  its  former  fplendor.  Eteiy  thing  BOOK 
concurs  to  juftify  the  wifiiofii  of  this  choice.  ,   j^* 

This  town,  hke  all  others  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman* 
defy  has  no  harbour^  but  it  has  a  much  more  commo- 
dious road.  The  (hips  can  anchor  clofe  to  the  ftore^ 
under  the  camion  of  the  fortifications.  Its  territory^ 
which  is  three  leagues  bng  and  one  league  broad,  is  no^ 
thing  but  barren  fand  by  the  Tea  fide,  but  the  greateft 
part  IS  fit  for  the  culture  of  rice,  v^etables,  and  a  root 
called  chaya,  which  is  ufed  for  dying.  Two  fmall  rivers 
that  crofs  the  country,  but  are  not  navigable,  aS^rd  ex«- 
cellent  water  for  the  (ame  purpofe,  particularly  for  the 
blue  dye.  Three  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  town  is 
a  hill,  which  rifes  a  hundred  lotfes  above  the  level  of  the 
fea,  and  is  a  guide  to  ibips  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or 
eight  leagues,  which  is  an  ineftimable  advantage  upon  fo 
flat  a  coaft.  At  the  top  of  this  hill  is  a  very  Targe  pool 
of  water,  that  has  been  collefiing  for  ages,  and  after  re- 
freihing  and  fertilizing  a  fpacious  territory,  flows  down 
to  water  the  grounds  aboi]t  Pondicherry.  Laftly,  the 
colony  is  favourably  fituated  for  the  reception  of  pro- 
vifions  and  merchandifes  from  the  Camatic,  the  king- 
doms of  Myfore,  and  Tanjour. 

Such  were  the  important  reaibns  which  determined 
France  to  rebuild  Pondicherry.  As  foon  as  her  agents 
appeared  on  the  nth  of  April  17659  the  unfortunate 
Indians,  who  had  been  difperfed  by  the  calamities  of 
war»  6ocked  thhher  in  great  numbers.  By  the  begin-* 
niiig  of  the  year  1770,  there  weri  27,000  who  had  re- 
built their  ruined  houfes.  They  are  all  brought  up  in 
the  notion  that  no  man  can  be  happy  who  does  not  die 
in  the  very  place  where  he  firft  faw  the  light.  This 
prejudice,  fo  pleafing  to  them,  and  which  may  be  turned 
to  good  account,  ik^II  no  doubt  bring  them  all  home 

again. 
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BOOK  agtiiiy  as  foon  a$  there  is  room  for  ihtm,  and  the  town  is 
*       inclofed.     The  weavers^  the  dyers>  the  painters,  the 
flficrcbantst  thofe  who  have  fooie  property  to.  {aeferve^ 
only  wait  for  this  fecfirity,  to  folbw  their  inclination. 

In  their  prefent  fiate»  the  French  fa^orif?s  in  India 
are  very  expeniive,  and  the  return^  from  then>  inconfi* 
derable.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  CQitpeni'^fted  by  the 
iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon » which  have  npt  attain* 
cd  to  that  degree  of  profperity  we  had  reaiba  to  ex- 
pea. 
Pi«leiit  Th£  latier  of  thefe  iflands  was  much  extolled^  but 

of*riir"  "^^^  fpeculation  than  indu(Uy.  vas  beflowed  upon  it, 
French  in  ^nd  the  owners  loft  their  tinne  in .  conjeaures  concern* 
fbcilleof  ingtheufe  it  might  beput  to« 
'^'^^^  '  Some  vyere  inclined  )to  make  a  mart  of  it,  where  all 
Indian  goods  (houkt  center.  They  were  to  be  brought 
thither  on  Indian  bottoms^  and  then  (hipped  on  board 
.the  French  veflels,  wiiichwere  never  to  go  any  further. 
They  found  a  doublf  advantage,  in  this  fcheme ;  (irft,  in 
the  lefltning  of  expences,;  as  both  the  pay  and  the  main- 
tenance of  Indian  failors  is  very  trifling;  and  fecondlyy 
in  theprefervation  of  the  fliips  crews,  which  are  often 
deftroyed  by  too  long  a  voyagejand  dill  more  frequent* 
ly  by  the  climate,  efpecially  at  Bengal  and  inAjrabia* 
This  fy (lem,which  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  been  adopt* 
ed,  was  confidered  as  impra&icabie,  on  account  of  the 
{uppofed  neceiCty  of  exhibitiitga  formidable  flag  on  the 
feas  of  Afia,  to  prevent  or  cbe^  the  infults  that  are  of- 
ten committed  in  thofe  parts. 

Others  were  of  opinion  that  th^  inhabitants  of  the 

ifle  of  France  (hould  be  allowed  to  trade  to  India,  which 

they  had  never  yet  been  fuffered  to  do.    The  fupporters 

of  this  fyftem  maintained,  that  the  propofed  freedom 

^         would  prove  an  abundant  fource  of  wealth  to  the  colony, 

and 
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and  oonfequently  to  the  mdtbtr  country.     They  might  BOOK 
be  in  the  right,  but  the  trials  that  have  been  made  have       ^^* 
not  been  fuccefsful ;  and  without  examining  whether 
this  innovation  has  been  judicioufly  conduced,  it  was 
decided  that  the  ifland  fliould   be  entirely  confined  to 
agriculture. 

This  new  regulation  occafioned  frefli  miftakes.  Men 
were  fent  from  Europe  to  the  colony,  who  neither  un- 
derftood  huibandry  nor  were  accuftomed  to  labour.  The 
lands  were  diftributed  at  a  venture,  and  without  diftin- 
gailhtng  what  was  to  be  cleared  from  what  did  not  want 
it.  Money  was  advanced  to  the  planters,  not  in  propor- 
tion to  their  induftry,  but  to  the  intereft  they  could 
make  with  adminiftration.  The  company,  who  got 
cent,  per  cent,  upon  the  commodities  the  colony  drew 
from  Europe,  and  fifty  per  cent,  upon  thofe  that  were 
fent  in  from  India,  required  that  the  produce  of  the 
country  ihould  be  delivel^d  into  their  warehoufes  as  a 
very  k>w  price.  The  oppreffion  of  monopoly  was  ag- 
gravated by  the  tyranny  of  endiefs  and  needlefs  fervices. 
To  complete  the  misforrbnes  of  the  colony,  the  com- 
pany* who  had  kept  all  the  power  in  their  own  hands, 
broke  the  engagements  they  had  entered  into  with  their 
fttbjeds,  or  rather  with  their  dates. 

Under  fuch  a  governitient,  no  improvements  could 
t)e  expeSed.  Nothing  was  carried  on  with  fteadinefs. 
Cotton,'indigo,  fugar,  arnotto,  pepper,  tea,  cocoa ;  eve- 
ry thing  was  tried,  but  fo  careiefsly  that  no  advan- 
tage was  procured  from  them.  In  purfueing  chimerical 
proje3s  the  eflential  cultures  were  negleded.  Though 
in  the  year  1765  there  were  in  the  colony  1469  w)iite 
pebple,  befides  the  troops ;  1587  Indians  or  free  ne- 
groes; 11881  (laves;  their  produdions  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  320,650  pounds  weight  of  wheat,  47^430 
pounds  of  rice,  1,570,040  pounds  of  maize,  142,700 

pounds 
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BOOK  pouads  of  kidn<ey-beaii6#  i3$»S^>^  poands  of  c«ts.  ThoTe 
who  had  aa  opportunkj  of  reeiog  and  obfcrving  the 
agricuUurc  of  the  Iflc  of  France^  found  it  little  better 
than  what  they  had  (ttn  amongft  the  bvagea. 

Some  good  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  colonj 
(ince  it  is  in  the  hands  of  government.  The  cultoreof 
eoffee  bai  been  introduced  there»  as  it  had  long  been  at 
Bourbon,  k  thrives  fo  well^  that  they  do  not  defpairof 
gathering  fix  or  feven  miUiofis  weight  in  time,  provided 
a  wife  admbiftratba  will  fvpply  them  with  the  means 
of  Improving  this  ciritnre  ;  for  without^fuch  helps»  no 
coloagr  can  poftbty  proper.  To  thcCe  hopea  another 
has  lately  been  joinecL 

It  is.weU  known  that  for  tbefe  two  hundred  years,  the 
Dutch  have  been  enriching  themfslves  by  the  fak  of 
cloves  and  nutofiega.  .  To  focure  to  themfelvcs  the  ez- 
duiive  trade  of  thi&acticle»  they  have  put  in  irons  or  ut* 
^riy  deftroyed  the  nation  that  was  m  pofleffion  of  thofe 
fpiceSf  and  left  the  price  ol  them  Oiould  fall  erven  in  their 
own  bands,  they  have  rooted  up  mc^of  tbetrees»  and 
frequently  burnt  the  fruit  -of  thofe  ibey  have  preferved. 
This  abominable  avidity*  which  has  fo  often  been  men< 
tinned  with  indigoatim  by  other  nations^  fo  exafperated 
Mr.  Poivre,  who  had  travelled  all  irver  Afia  aa  a  nato* 
ralift  and  a  philofef»her»  that  he  availed  hinnfeif  of  the 
authority  he  was  intru(ted  with  in  the  lile  of  France^ 
and  fent  men  into  the  leaft  frequented  parts  of  the  Mo* 
luccasj  to  fearch  for  what  avarice  bad  hitherto  with-held 
from  the  reft  of  the  world.  *^  The  labours  of  Uiiofe  intre- 
pid and  fagacious  nayigatoraj  in  whom  he  confidedi  were 
crooned  with  fuccefs^ 

On  the24th  of  June  177Q9  they  brought  to  the  Ifle  of 
France  400  nutmeg-trees;  lo^ooo  nutmegs,  either  grow- 
ing or  ready  to  grow ;  70  clove  trees,  anda  cbeftof  cloves, 
fome  of  which  were  growings  and  already  come  up. 

This 
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This  rich  prize  was  diftributed  amongfl  the  co1omfts»  BOOK: 
to  try  all  the  different  foil8>  add  eirery  afped;  Moft  of 
the  young  trees  died>  and  the  others  are  not  likely  to 
bear  any  fruit.  But  whatever  may  happen,  the  ifle  of 
France  miift  always  be  allowed  to  be  the  beft  gift  of 
nature,  for  any  nation  dedrbus  of  trading  to  Afia. 

tt  is  fituated  in  th6  African  Teas,  but  jud  at  the  en* 
trance  of  the  Indian  ocean.  As  it  ties  a  little  out  of  the 
cbmmon  track,  its  armaments  can  be  carried  on  with 
the  more  fecrecy.  They  who  wifli  it  was  nearer  ouf 
continent,  do  not  confider  that  if  it  wefefo,  it  would  be  .. 
impoffibte  to  reach  the  co^fts  of  Malabar,  and  Coroman-^ 
del  in  a  month's  time,  and  the  moft  diftant  gulphs  in  two 
iD^nths  At  moftj  which  is  an  ineftiiHable  advantage  to  a 
ntition  that  has  nofea'^port  in  Indid.  This  ifland,  though 
in  the  fame  latitude  as  the  barren  and  fcorching  coafts 
of  Africa,  is  temperate  and  healthful.  The  foil  is  ftooy^ 
but  tolerably  fertile.  Experience  has  fliewn  that  it  will 
produce  moft  of  the  necefiaries  and  ev^ri  df  the  luxuries 
of  life*  Whatever  may  be  wanting,  they  may  get  from 
Madagafcar,  which  abounds  with  provifions,  and  from 
Bourbon,  where  the  inhabitants  have  retained  their  (im- 
plicity  of  manners,  and  a  tafle  for  huft)andry.  What 
iron  they  may  want,  and  canhot  get  from  thofe  two 
iflands,  fbey  dig  out  of  their  own  m'tnes. 

Orea'T  BftiTAiN  fees  with  a  jealodS  6ye,  that  her  It  behoves 
rivals  IhoukI  be  poffefied  of  a  fettlement  which  mdy  tljcfourt 
prove  the  ruin  of  her  flourifhirig  trade  with  Afia.    At  faiHcsto 
the  very  firft  broking  out  of  a  war,  her  utnioft  efforts  fortify  the 
will  certainly  b<?  aimed  at  a  cofony  that  threatens  the  ^ranccand 
fowceof  her  richeft  treafures.  What  a  ftroke  for  Fronde,  Pondicher- 

Ihould  flie  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  ffripped  of  it !  ry.»  if  it 

Yet  this  is  by  no  means  improbabk,  if  we  cortdder  ^nyawl 

that  hitherto  there  has  been  no  fettled  p\kn  for  fortifying  in  the  trade 

tbisiftand  ;  thai  tfac  means  hiive  always  been  wanting,  <>f  ^^^'^^' 
Vol.  I.  Mm  or 
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B  O  O  KL  or  mifapplieJ  ;  that  from  year  to  year,  4b€  miniftry  of 
Lewis  XV.  have  waited  for  the  difpatches  of  the  adcm- 
niftrators  to  come  to  a  determination,  juft  as  one  woaki 
wait  for  the  return  of  a  courier  from  <he  frontiers.  Far 
from  fuppoiing  that  the  befiegers  would  meet  with  an 
infurmountable  refiftancet  it  is  to  be  feared  they  would 
carry  their  point  by  the  force  they  have  in  India  with- 
out any  fuccours  from  Europe. 

It  is  now  time  to  fpeak  freely.  Whoever  goes  roand 
the  coafts  of  the  Ule  of  France,  muft  be  aftoniflied  to 
fee  it  every  where  acceilible  for  boats.  Though  it  is 
furrounded  with  reefs,  there  are  many  bays  where  troo^ 
may  be  landed  under  the  protedion  of  the  fliip-guns. 

In  thofe  parts  of  the  ifland  where  (hips  muft  keep 
further  off,  the  fea  is  fo  calm  and  fmooth,  between  the 
reef  and  the  land,  that  boats  may  row  in  the  night  with- 
out the  leaft  danger. 

If  in  fome  places  between  the  reef  and  the  land,  the 
water  is  too  Aallow  for  the  boats  to  come  afhore,  then 
the  men  can  Und  with  the  water  half  way  up  their  legs. 
The  fea  is  lb  calm  within  the  reef,  that  this  may  be 
done  with  the  utmoft  fafety.  They  are  more  fecure 
of  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  refiftance,  and  the  boats  are  the 
fafer  whilft  the  operation  is  going  forward. 

This  is  without  exception  the  notion  we  are  to  frame 
of  the  Ifle  of  France ;  for  if  we  fometimes  meet  with 
a  point  where  a  boat  cannot  land,  we  are  fure  of  find- 
ing an  opening  at  twenty  toifes  to  the  right  or  left.  So 
that  the  enemy  will  never  land  fword  in  hand,  but  from 
ignorance  or  prefumption.  As  it  is  Iropoffible  to  guaid 
a  cpaft  that  meafures  forty  leaguejs,  there  will  always 
be  fome  defencelefs  place  fit  for  landing. 

During  the  laft  war,  .they  had  ereSed  batteries  all 

round  the  ifland^  which  pointed  diredify  to  the  fea  ;  and* 

>could  only  play  upon  ihtps  anchored  at  a  diilance,  or 

under 
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under  fail.  Some  abler  engineers  have  found  out  that  B  O  O  Kl 
thefe  batteries,  ereded  at  a  great  expence,  only  divided  y— ^/^ 
the  forces^  anfwered  no  purpofe,  would  be  as  defence- 
kfs  as  they  were  ufelefs,  and  could  not  (land  the  fire  of 
IhipSy  when  the  beft  fortifications  are  not  proof  againft 
it.  They  are  now  forfaken,  and  nothing  has  been  fub- 
ftituted  in  their  ftead. 

The  nbrth-wcft  harbour  is  the  chief  place  of  the  ifland 
and  muft  be  the  enemy's  principal  objed  in  his  plan  for 
an  attack.  The  nature  of  the  ground  will  not  admit 
of  fortifying  it  fo  as  to  ftand  a  fiege.  It  fliould  be  fe* 
cured  from  a  furprife,  and  then  an  intermediate  fpot 
fbould  be  fortified  in  the  heart  of  the  ifland,  from 
whence,  by  means  of  communications  properly  difpofed, 
the  forces  of  the  colony  may  be  quickly  difpatched 
wherever  they  might  be  wanted. 

With  fuch  an  eftablifliment,  the  enemy  muft  fight 
a  hundred  battles  before  he  can  conquer  the  ifland.  He 
will  not  even  compafs  it,  if  the  roads  leading  from  the 
center  to  the  circumference,  which  muft  be  cut  through 
the  woodsy  are  fo  artfully  contrived  as  to  fadlitatc  the 
motions  of  the  troops  towards  the  circumference,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  obftrud  thofe  of  the  enemy  towards 
the  center.  The  nature  of  the  country  will  admit  of 
this :  it  is  full  of  gullies  which  muft  be  crofled,  and  of 
naountains  which  require  many  windings,  his  an  eafy 
matter  to  feize  the  favourable  fpots, 

Ho\V£VER>  there  is  fo  neceflary  and  abfolute  a  con- 
nexion between  the  Ifle  of  France  and  Pondicherry, 
that  thofe  two  pofleflions  are  altogether  dependent  on 
each  other ;  for  without  the  Ifle  of  France,  there  would 
be  no  proteftion  for  the  fettlement  in  India ;  and  with- 
jont  Pondicherry,  the  Ifle  of  France  would  be  ezpofed 
to  the  invafion  of  the  Englifli  from  Afia  as  well  as  from 

Europe. 

M  m  2  The 


$3»  HISTORY  OF  OTTIJEMENTS  AHD  TRADE 

BOOK  Th£  IAc  ^r  France  aad  Poodichwry,  cond^eitd  in 
their  neccflary  ccmiie^QQ»  will  ht  a  ftcurity  to  each 
other.  Pondicherry  vrill  proted  the  Ifle  o£  Fr»iicej  as 
being  the  rival  of  Madrafs,  which  the  EngUih  muftd-' 
ways  cover  with  their  land  and  fea  forces ;  and  on  die 
other  baad  the  Ifle  of  Fraoce  will  always  be  ready  to 
fuccour  Pondicherry,  or  to  ad  offeniivdyj  ascircuosiUio 
ces  fliaU  require. 

From  thefe  principles  it  appears  how  necefiarj  iris 
to  put  Poadicherry  imniediately  to  a  ftate  of  defence. 
Ever  iiooe  the  ye^r  1 764^  private  interefts  that  dafli 
with  the  intereft  of  the  nation^  have  made  it  a  matter  of 
4oiibt  which  was  the  btft  plan  of  fortification  for  this 
impoftant  place.  Gonfiderable  fums  have  already  been 
expcsdedon  tbb  account^  and  all  to  no  purpofe>  becaufe 
they  have  been  fucceflively  bid  out  upon  centrarj  fyf- 
tems.  It  would  beaeedbfs todweil  «pon the mifchicfs 
•  attendiiig  thefe  eternal  uncertainties. 

French  be.*     ^^^^  ^***  '^^^  France  and  Pondicherry  are  onee 
ingoncc  '  PJ*^  in  a  proper  poftutr  of  defence,  we  may  then  thiiifc 
hval^A^*'  of  tcade>  wImcH  ceafed  to  caiA  the  moment  it  became 
In^'a,  will  f'*^*    Indeed  the  expeditions  to  Cimm  have  cominoed, 
fliske'of     thofe  to  the  iiknds  of  Franco  and  Bourbon  have  even 
to  %^h  *"^**'®^  ^  ^^  except  an  armameiit  or  two>  which  wet^ 
theEngH(h  owing  to  particiikr  ciicumaances,  no  fenfible  mert^nt 
impofe  up.  has  iest  his  property  to  Malabar,  Cenomanderor  Bea- 
on  them,     gjj  ^  ^uj  jj^g  fg^  ^j^  j,3^  vtntwed  to  do  it,  have  been 
ruined.    It  could  not  be  othcrwiTe^  and  yet  no  inference 
can  be  drawn  from  theacetR.£Mroarof  exclufive  privi- 
leges. 

It  maybe  remembered  that  thedeftruAbnof  tbecosn^ 
pany,  whicB  would  have  happened  of  itfeift  was  haftened 
by  avarice  and  animofity.  l^olttKis,.  which  were  not  con^ 
cetned  in  the  revokitton^  had  miade  no  piovifien  (Withe 
regulation  of  that  public  trade  which  was  to  fuj^j  the 

place 
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pUce  of  ^hut  exclufitre  prWtlege*  That  fudden  tranii-  BOOK 
lion  could  be  attended  with  no  fuccefs.  Before  this  new  ^* 
fyftem  was  entered  upon>  prif ate  merchants  ought,  in- 
ftiifibijiftiidgraduallys  to  have  been  fubfiituted  to  the 
company.  They  fliould  have  been  put  in  the  way  of 
acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  feveral  branches 
of  4  co0imerce  to  which  they  were  utter  ftrangers. 
They  fliould  have  been  allowed  tim^  to  form  connect- 
ona  in  the  fadories.  They  fliould  have  been  favoured 
and  affiiled  in  the'u*  firft  expeditions. 

StQTy  all  thefe  precautions  would  have  been  infuf- 

ficient  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  traders  in 

India.    It  was  morally  iropoffible  they  fliould  cope  with 

the  Englifti»  who  being  mafters  oF  every  thing  and  every 

]dace>  had  all  the  advantages  refulting  from  power,  and 

frcMii  the  loofe  principles  which  profpcrity  infpires ; 

which  gave  them  fair  opportunities  of  defeating  all  at* 

tempts  of  this  kind.     So  that  which  ever  way>  or  in 

whatever  (hape  the  trade  of  France  was  carried  on,  it 

moft  of  coorfe  fuflFer  greatly.    No  doubt,  things  would 

faceted  better,  if  the  court  of  Verfiiilles  were  to  put 

thfi  fettlements  in  India  in  a  condition  to  grant  that  pro- 

tedion  which  every  fovereign  owes  to   his  fubjeOs 

throughout  bis  dominions.    It  would  be  better  ftill  if 

the  Britife  niiniflry  would  watch  over  the  execution  of 

treaties  with  that  fteadinefs  that  juflice  requires.     But 

this  opprelRony  alike  difgraceful  to  the  nation  that  fuf- 

fers  from  it,  and  to  the  nation  that  allows  it,  can  ne« 

wr  be  efieftually  renaoved,  but  by  reftoring  the  ba- 

lance  between  them,  and  unfortunately  this  can  only 

be  done  by  a  war. 

Fah  be  it  from  us  to  fuggeft  any  idea  that  would  tend 
to  rekindle  the  flames  of  difcord.  Rather  let  the  voice 
of  reafon  and  philofophy  be  heard  by  the  rulers  of  the 
wortd.    May  all  foveitignsi  after  fo  many  ages  of  er^ 

rorj 
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Book  ror,  learn  to  prefer  the  virtuous  glory  of  making  a  few 
j^  ,  men  happy,  to  the  mad  ambition  of  reigning  over  waSbed 
regions  and  over  people  groaning  under  the  weight  of 
oppreflion.  May  all  men  become  brethren,  and  accuf- 
tom  themfelves  to  conflder  the  univerfe  as  one  famifyy 
under  the  eye  of  one  common  father.  But  tbefe  wiOies, 
which  are  thofe  of  every  fenfible  and  humane  man,  will 
appear  at  idle  dreams  to  ambitious  minifters,  who  hold 
the  reins  of  empire.  Their  bufy  and  refUefs  difpofi^ 
tton  will  ftill  (bed  torrents  of  blooid. 

Some  pitiful  commercial  intereft  will  again  arm  the 
French  and  the  EngUfli.    Though  Great  Britaio,  in 
moft  of  her  wars,  has  aimed  chiefly  at  deftroying  the 
induilry  of  her  neighbours,  and  though  the  fuperiority 
of  her  naval  forces  may  feed  this  hope,  lb  often  de- 
cetvedy  we  may  fafely  foretel  that  ihe  would  cfaufe  to 
remove  the  fcene  of  adion  from  the  feas  of  AGa,  where 
{he  would  have  fo  little  to  gain,  and  fo  much  to  lofe* 
That  power  is  not  ignorant  of  the  fecret  wilhes  formed 
on  all  fides  for  the  overthrow  of  an  edifice  which  ob- 
ftruSs  all  the  reft.     The  fubah  of  Bengal  fecretly  mur- 
murs at  his  not  having  fo  much  as  a  feeming  authority. 
The  fubah  of  the  Decan  is  incoafolable  to  fee  his  com- 
merce under  the  countroul  of  a  foreign  power.     The 
nabob  of  Arcot  endeavours  to  dtfpel  the  jealoufies  of 
his  tyrants.    The  Maratts^s  are  exafperated  to  find  no- 
thing but  obftacles  to  their  depredations.    All  the  pow- 
ers in  thofe  parts^  either  are  aSually  enflaved^or  think 
themfelves  at  the  eve  of  being  fo.    England,  we  may 
prefume,  would  not  wiih  to  fee  the  French  at  the  head 
of  fuch  a  confederacy.    A  ftri&  neutrality  for  the  In- 
dies would  fuit  them  heft,  and  we  may  be  fure  this  is 
the  fchemc  they  would  gladly  follow. 

But  would  this  fyftem  be  as  eligible  for  their  rivals? 
Certainly  not.    The  French  are  informed  that  warlike 

ppcpa- 
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preparations  made  at  the  ifle  of  France  might  be  of  B  O  O  IC 
great  fervice ;  that  the  conquefts  of  the  EngUfli  are 
too  exteniive  not  to  lie  expofed ;  and  that  fince  their 
experienced  officers  are  returned  home,  the  Brittfh  pof- 
fefCons  in  Indoftan  are  only  guarded  by  young  people, 
who  are  more  intent  upon  making  their  fortunes  than 
upon  military  exercifes.    It  is,  therefore,  to  be  prefum- 
edy  that  a  warlike  nation  would  eagerly  feize  an  oppor- 
tunity of  repairing  their  former  difafters.    At  the  fight 
of  their  ftandards,  all  thefe  oppreflfed  foyereigns  would 
take  the  field ;  and  the  rulers  of  India,  furrounded  with 
enemies  and  attacked  at  once  on  the  north  and  on  the 
fouth,  by  fea  and  by  land,would  infallibly  be  overpowered* 
Then  the  French,  confidered  as  the  deliverers  of  In- 
doftan, would  emerge  from  that  (late  of  humiliation 
into  which  their  own  mifcondud  hath  plunged  them. 
They  would  become  the  idols  of  tbe  princes  and  people 
of  Afia,  provided  the  revolution  they  had  brought  about 
v^as  to  them  a  leflbn  of  moderation.     Their  trade  will 
be  extenfive  and  flourifliing  fo  long  as  they  know  how 
to  be  juft.    But  this  profperity  would  end  in  fome  fatal 
cataftrophe,  ihould  an  inordinate  ambition  prompt  them 
to  plunder,  ravage  and  opprefs.     To  give  (lability  to 
their  fituation,  they  muft  even,  by  noble  and  generous 
proceedings,  force  their  rivals  to  forgive  them  their  ad- 
vantages.    No  great   magnanimity  will  be  requifite, 
patiently  to  endure  the  operations  of  the  northern  nati- 
ons of  Europe  m  the  feas  of  Afia. 


End  op  the  first  Volume. 
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